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ol 1 af  Praflical Chr fame exemphſed, 
HERE of 1 he boi la my thirteenth year, my line ef 
ter dying, and my father's exhortations and directions 


to us, in the family, being ſuited to the occaſion, f 3 
_ retired to the ſtable, and there folemely meditated on 


S 


my own mortality; and prayed to be made ready to 
die. I had very lively conbictions of the vanity of the 
world and its inſufficiency to my real happineſs, and 


bad ſome ear neſt deſires after him. 


0 the houſe, repreſented: to me, what a comfort it 


5. 1 be to my parents to ſee me following that 


Which is good; and What a grief to them to ſee me 


growing worſe aud worſe, after they had begun to 
Dope well of me. His gentle reproofs wrought kind- 


Jy on me for a time.—l1n_ my /xteenth year I began to 


« weave in the; clothier's | broad loom, with one that 


_ commonly wrought fourteen, aud ſometimes. fifteen, 
or ſixteen hours a- day. This ſoppreſſed my oppor- 


tunities for, and immoderate love to play. Often 1 
had ſerious impre ihons wrought on my wind, on the 
Lord's day: but my continual. employment, and the 


0 


N / vain diſcourſe, which filled my ears, together with 


tte vanity of my own depraved heart, had them all 
too much worn out before monday night. But be- 
fore Thad finiſhed two years at this work, my convic- 


tions became deeper, — that it was a ief to me to 
have ſo little time for ſecret prayer: and on the Lord's 


Hay theſe convictions were ufually . revived. In my 
| - eighteenth year, i changed. my A for that 


Which allowed: me more time for religious duties: 
and my convictions of fin and my. humiliation: for it 
6 505 eres I was more enlarged io ſecret prayer, and 


1 ſo filled with a ſenſe of the greatneſs aud majeſty of 
God, that frequently I was not conſcious of one wan - 


85 bY 55 Gering thought. Notwithſtanding all my refolptions 
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of the in comparable value of an intereſt in Chriſt, and | 


After 1 had been ſometime at my be —— - 
45 aud had my mind too much cortupted by the filthy 
 conyerfation of the hop men, our minifter, coming 
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heart fixed on God and heavenly things, the vain dit 7 
courſe of my fellow workmen and the natural gajet 
of my tewper often betrayed me into free and the 
into vain converſation. Being filled with grief „ 
evening on this account, 1 prevailed with my father 0 
to let me work in a chamber by myſelf; but was a- 
| ſhamed to tell the reaſon. Being thus alone, I eadea- : 
voured to keep my heart all the day bent on religion: 
and for this purpoſe placed M aſon's Hymns, or ſome 
other devotional book, fo near me, that I could take 
in a line or two at a time, without hioderiug my —_— . - 
in this manner, I learned all Maſen's Hymns, —_ .' 
XZ <ould adapt almoſt every line of them 0 myſelf. And „ 
frequently; I had not only peace but % in believing. 
About this, time, 1710, as 1 was meditating ia 2 
meadow, on the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of human 7 
lite, and the wide difference between an eternity of 
bappineſs and of miſery, I had. ſach a ſenſe of the 
| joys of heaven, and pains of hell, as made all world- 
ly enjayments appear ntterly vaworthy to be compar- - © 
ed with ſecuring the ſalvation of my ſool. TI wonder- 
ed that myſelf and others ſhonld ſpend. our time i | 
thinking, ſpeakiog, and acting to ſo little purpoſe, 8 
and that my pious father had not more earneſtly la- 
douted to impreſs my mind with my eternal concerns. 
Pouring out my heart to God in prayer, I received an 
inward witneſs,” that I was a child 'of God. I was F 
altogether raviſhed. with the love of Chriſt, and car- 
neſtly deſired to depart, and to be with him. Nat © 
| long after, on a ſabbath morning, awaking in a —_— 
ſerioas frame, lamenting. wy little progreſs in the rg- | 
ligious life, I roſe and in a'folemn manner devoted 
mylelt/1 to the Lord reſolving by His grace to hate, | 
: abhor, and forſake every fa, and to- avoid and. ſtrive —- 
Magainſt all temptations to it; to ſhun the company of - 
3 v210-graceleſs perſons; to commend myſelf to God by -- 
prayer, at leaſt twice a day; to be careful add con- 
W tant in meditation and ſelt-2xamination ; to cheriſh | 
che ann of N Holy Bed on 0 m foul ; to watch | 
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5 epelnſt wandering of heart in "religious duties; to 4 
make the glory of God and the ſalvation of my ſoul 

_ . Wy chief buſineſs and aim, and the affairs of the world 

\ _  Þut as diverſjons to me, in my way heavenward. [ 
A4ĩ1ſo refolved to call myſelf daily to accopnt for my 
dooduct and frequently ig write remarks on it. A. 
1 bout this time, as I was travelling with my father, he, 
_ - amidſt other religious converſation, beſonght me to 
Tf wind ſerious religion, now while I was young, as my 
like was very uncertain, and as there would be little 


Probability of my turning to God in old age, after 
| _ vicous habits. had been long eſtabliſhed ':' and to af. 
-. fe me the more, told me of an old gentleman of the } 
5 . perſwaſion, wha together with, his fon 
_ was. onge riding along "with him, how he ſtopt o 
the way, and after exhorting, cauſed big ſon lowly 
10 engage to leave off bis wonted companions-and 
2 my father, who Was a diſſenter, his b daily aſſo- 
.. ciate,—ſaying, *mind religion, religion, in your 
youth, and do not as 1 haye done. I have lighted 
4 many convictions, and now my heart is ard and 
1 ” I was exceedingly affected with the old 
ntleman's laſt words, my heart is hard and braw- | 
ny,” and had ſuch an affecting ſenſe of his dreadful | 
| | fs that it engaged wy heart all thereft of the way; 
# S. Aud even ie tranſaQing buſineſs, I was fear- 
| _ fall alarmed, leſt I ſhould fall into ſoch a ſtate, which | 
I confidered as the greateſt plague, that could be in- 
| Hited upon. me. Theſe impreſſions . continued with | 
me a couſiderabſe time. Not many weeks after, as [ | 
. was walking in a church yard, I was led into a ſeri: | 
dus meditation oo the different ſtares of the dead. and 
235 _ on the vanity of all worldly enjoyments manifeſted by 
death I retired behind one of the bunreſſes of the | 
1 = church, and poured out my ſoul io God, in earneſt 
|.  —- "cries for his prace to enable me to live above tbe 
world, and to prepare me for ao happy erervity.— || 1 
WM My thoughts were ſo 1 of ang cle Wt did = 
46/8 - are 10 think. or ren 0 7 5 £ at night. 
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on after, on a night, on which our workmen 
had a yearly feaſt, I retired to the meadows; and 
by lookiog at the clear {ky adorned with number. . 
lleſs ſtars, | was led to ſuch views of the inward glo- 
= ries of heaven as powerfully attrated my defires to 
de ip it. The ſerious (impreſſions, continued with 
me all the evening. Not long after I contracted an 
-- intimacy with a young man, whole apparent liveli« 


_ almoſt every week, I had the moſt delightful and e- 


out a common drunkard. Let me not be high mind. 
cd, but fear, and take beed leſt I fall 
Between 1719. and 1717, I had many ups and 


grace, holy fear and watchfulneſs, fervent” love, 


times ſuch levity and vanity of mind as brought on 
remiſsneſs in or even neglect of duty. My father, 
_ Informing me of ſome late frowns of providence in 
bis temporal affairs produced in me a very humble 
_ reſignation to God's will, and prepared me for re- 


” fog the ſubject of diſcourſe, my ſoul was altogether 


|, Jjoflamed by it. The enlightening /and'enlivening 


rays of the Holy Ghoſt drew out my faith and love 
into lively exerciſe, made me admire and adore his 
wonderful and-aſtonithiog love, and gave me ſome 
well grounded afſurance that he loveth me as one 
of his children. Having ſpent the morning of a 
4 public faſt, in ſolemn ſeeret prayer, ſelf examination, 
meditation and felf dedication, I found my felf re- 
warkably lively in the whole public ſervice, which _ 
luaſted fix hours; and for many weeks I reaped 


„„ on I Nr Dc n 
Ny father died May 2. 1719. In bim I loſt a lo- 
log father and friend, a wife aud able counſeſſor, 
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_ downs in religion, ſometimes lively workings of 


warm defires, or comfortable hopes, —and at other : | 


i 
A 
: 


difying converſation, and who, after all,” curned | 
1 
9 


\ 
4 
4 

* 


1 
7 


* 
wy 
4 
* 


1 
f 


markable ſpiritual comforts, at the Lord's ſupper, 1 5 
in Auguſt this year. The love of Chriſt to ſouls be- 
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moſt 9 5 my capital in trade, attended with ſeveral 
aggravating . circumſtances. Apprehenſive of the 
fatal conſequences hereof, I, eſpecially by means of 
Flavel's directions how to keeh the heart, was brought 

8 into. a moſt ſubmiſfive {rame. I ſaw that God Was 
doing me good by theſe impoveriſhing providences, 
and that, in anſwer to my prayers, they tended to 
render me humble and beavenly minded, aud to 
reader me more ſolicitous about my intereſt in God 
himſelf. And Las made to rejoſce in them, and 
dle God for them. Some ſermons which I heard, 
on thele words, Thou art my portion, © Lord, admi- 
biſtered great comfort and joy to my ſoul. - la- 
boured after a moſt cloſe walking with God, apt 
daily eſſay d to [ay of, and to him, Thou ur my por-" 
tion, 0 Lord. I faw, that I had not ſuffered ſoſe, 
but reaped the greateſt gain; and that God, by his 
croſs providenees, was purſuing his great end of 6. 
lecting love for the mortification of my carnal af- 
fections, the ſtrengthening of my faith in himſelf," 
and for leading me into cloſe fellowſhip with him 
elf, and ripening me for everlaſting hereafter. 'He' 
gave me the moſt comfortahle evidence of his fa- 
: vour, and ſome foretaſtes of the heavenly bleſſed 
neſs. I could bleſs a faking as well as a giving God. 
—My, fervour at laſt degan to cool; and began 
to remit. my diligence, eſpecially in. ölen Rared . 
meditation, a duty which hath been ſo remarkably | 
useful to my ſoul. My loſſes becoming ſtill mors 
and more threatening, [ reſolved to endeavour to 

| juſtify God in whatever he ſhould do with me 

to receive all my aff Qions as coming from his fa- 

therly hand; — to ſubmit. to all bis ditpenſations: 

. WH anda. kope and truſt in Mind, let bim do what ue 

- © would... 

Ia November. 'T 776; x "RY a day olefin 8 
view of the 3 blegeaneſs. as | was fitting 'up 

with a dying triend ;——of the faints triumph o t 

death j—of the reſt which rew:2ins for them 1 5 
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8 Praflical Ciritiantly eh, 
weir immediate enjoyment of God and perfect con · 
| fFormity to him z—and of their delightful fellow - 
| fhip with one another in their adoration of him. 
The view of a monument of a woman of my own age, 
about the ſame time, introduced a moſt awful con- 
deration of the ſtate of the damned, and delight - 
ful contemplation of an entrance into the heavenly 
manſions, attended with the moſt earueſt breath- 
ings of ſoul after God and Chriſt, after grace 
and glory: od bad retrieved my loſſes, and gi- 
 ven'me'a year of confiderable proſperity in trade; 
but a malignant fever in the place, by which twen- 
2 were ſometimes cut off in one week, and eight 
were buried in one day, led me out to the moſt ſes 
rious confideration of the different iſſues of death. 1 
On a ſacramental occaſion 1728, I was led out to a 
| ſerious conſideration of my ways, renewed accep- 
eance of Chriſt in all his offices, and earneſt prayer 
Lor ſupply of all my wants A ſertnon't729, on 
the Laſt judgment, led me out to the moſt ſerious 
examination of myſelf with reſpect to my fitneſs to 
meet with it: Whether I did hate Gn ? Whether I 
loved God and Chriſt above all? Whether I did ſa- 
1 _ vingly believe in Chriſt?—and to an humbling re- 
view of my fearful ſhort comiugs in the Proper) . 
dences of all theſe three points. 

I had for a long time, and Apes of 1 dees 
enabled, by God's grace, to walk clofely and hum 
dig with him; and had large experience of the af- 
ſtance of his ſpirit in religious duties, and a re- 
markable clearneſs aud certainty wirh reſpect to my 
E--.. intereſt in Chriſt, Ia 1732, a ſermon. on 
Pſalm xviii. 23. I have kept myſelf from mine iniquity, 
led me to enquire what was my 1 luſt. 1 

ſaw that it was not uncleannets, covetouſneſs, or 
2 but pride, which diſcovered itſelf in my 
readineſe to have my ſpirit ruffled by the aukward- 
| _ neſs or unfaicthfulnels of my ſervants and in my 
nd OE" "m *. PIetys * of ' prayers ex · 
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tent of wade; or acquaintance with gentlemen; when | 
I had opportunity for it, -and reſolved by God's 
grace to guard again this evil.- 1 was ſome- 
time after led with wonder and chankfulacſs, to 
think, how, and by what means, the Lord had 
changed the diſpoſitions and inclinations 5 my 5 
n from What they bad once been. 8 
II 1734, a walk in the church. yard led me 60 ſe⸗ 5 
rious reflections on my own mortality, and the im- 
portant change made by death. and on my ſafety, 
if either good or bad ſpirits, ſhould appear to me, 
ſince God was my friend aud protector, his angels 
my guard; and I was quickly to join happy ſpirſts 
in the eternal ſtate — In 1735, the death of a child, 
and my conſciouſoeſs of my frequent cordial dedis' | 
cation of her to the Lord, and reflection on the 
_carly. buddings of God's grace in her behaviour, | 
led me out to a delightful view. of her happineſs, 
and kindly ſubmiffion to the Lord's removing her 
from me. Not long after, a walk amidſt the grave 
ſtones in the church yard, led me out to think, 
what multitudes were buried and ſhould riſe again, 
perhaps 350,000 in Kidderminſter church yard 
That multitudes then in the whole earth what 
work for multitudes of angels to gather together, 
and duly ſeparate all theſe in the laſt day !—whac 
happy re-union between all the bodies and ſouls of 
ſaints at the laſt day |—and what multitudes of 
| fins ſhall be en ea Regs infinite love of Jeſus | 
the judge! 5 
1 1737, 2 > diſeourtey: on Pſal. nil, 2 5. Whim 
have I in heaven but thee ? and there is noneupon earth . 
thad I defire beſides thee; led me, with on 


care, to examine my evidences of grace — Wheth - 155 


er my heart was more ſet upon God than upon any 
worldly thing e 1 prized him above all 
things, aud ſtudied to obey and pleas bim above 

all Ny Whether in all my difffculties, I had recourfe 
wo 2 > — Yn . . 
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e & Pradlical Chriffianity exemplifed 
and dcliveravce ? - Whether 1 eyed bis hand in al 
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| events that befel me? Whether his comforts chief- 
Iy deligbied my foul? And whether I chicfly aimed 


1 my chief end io all that I did Ather 
ſermos onthe errors of God's majeliy to guiley ſous 
| — on Job xxiji- 15, leg me 10 u ſerious, confideration | 


oft my ownpaſt conduct, in which I obſerved how 
the fear of God had made me trample on all oppo- 
fitios and ſeorn from men ;—how his goodne(s had 
led me to ſhun every thing dilpleafing to bim-;— 
yet, what omiſſion or ſlight performance of religi- 
dus duties;——whar ruſting of Spirit ;—what miſ- 
_ pendiog of time! had. been guilty of An. 
Es Pet. iii 18. Fut grow. in grace, led 
me to another ſolemn trial of my on tempers, 
experieoces and ſhortcomings.. The rage of the 
=  finall pox in my family, eſpecially among my chit. 
* dren. and the death of one of chem, made me le- 


: 


Tiouſ to clay refignation te the will. of God, and 
_ _ to. think. what comfortable evidence I had of the 
kappineſs of wy deceaked babe. Far ala I the o. 
Frein tog quickly wore off; and I fell into ſome 
= indecent fallics of paiion againſt ſome of my ſer- 
vants, .the great wickedoels of whieh the Lord diſ- 
covered to me, ay a hurting of my ohn ſoul,.—-2 
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| eiſhonovring of Cbyilt and bis goſpel, wand pour- 
*- Fog contempton bis and his. Father's tively, pattern, 
& and command,—a fcartul able of his great forgiv-. 
_ ennefs, —and an unceaſonable.rendering of my fel- 
lows.of mankind miſerable, 
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In Jan. 1, 1738, I ſolemnly reviewed the mer- 


eies and fins of the preceding year, aod. reſolved. | 
and begged grace to behaye better in he preſent,, | 


ed, that I was ready through..grace to yield aa 
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2 the glorifyivg and enjoyment of him for ever. 


p_a ſacramental occafion my heart Was in a 


PRES y my 1 j V 
- 8 . 1 
1 \ \ 

e + 


7 1 11 „ rf 7 ofe; 
— Lord gave me a'moſt affecting view of the 


duty and great advantages of contentment, and of 
the folly and miſchief of diſcontentment ; agd made 


me aſhamed that 1 had fo much indulged it. 
Some time after, he gaye me a moſt affecting view 
of the uncertainty of my life, and certainty of my 
death; and whether 1 bade fair to hive a pleaſant 


aud comfortable death, or one cloudy and terrible. 
Much about the fame time, I was led gut to 
deligheful contemplation of the happineſs of de- | 


Fe ſaints, particularly of my own father- 
In 2739.7 I bad a pleaſant view of a good m 


being fatisfied from himſelf, id that he hath 2 


cepted of bis peace with God, hath ſecured his beſt. 
dis everlaſtiog intereſts is alway ſafe under God's 


protection and care : ſees the fruits of his pious la- 


deſires to ſee Jeſus were manifeſt and ſtrong; and 
J obtained a delighiful glimpſe of his glory. 


my married eſtate, during the twenty preceding 


all che difficulties of trouble, poverty, contem 
e for” the falls of children or the like, that 
might meet with in the world. In 1740, not- 


God, that eclipſed all created glories, and enable 


in every Safe I alſo got a remarkable view of 


the ſhortneſs and unrl of my life, of the 9 


importanes of time, add of my on ſad miſpendiog 

of it. and at the ſame time of my own uprightne -s 
and progreſs in the Lord's way. On three ſa- 
cramental occaſions in 1741, I bad remarkable views 
| of * ras with Chriſt at his table ; 5 what he 
20 gives. 


# Millan * 
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Hours; hach ſweet ſecret converſe with himfelf and 
with his God, ——Avaz ſacramental occaßon, my 


was enabled to review the mercies, temporal and 
Spiritual, with which the Lord had loaded me, id 


years,” and to-think-how I might by faith overcame 


withſtanding my conftant hurry of buſineſs, I had 
_ fame moſt delightful enjoyments and glimpſes of my 


me to look upon, and uſe worldly: things with in- 
difference, and might. well confirm my truſt iu him 


WJ 


gives td me; and what L return to bim; —was ena- 

ke to dedicate myſelf to God, asemy all- ſufficient 

and alleſuiting pocion and f my o. ſinfulueſs. 

particularly, mynpride 3z2z-—and of my real hatred 
ft! , p | 


| of thts, acts 


£4 In 1742, 1 had amoſt delightfalmeditation-upon” | 


 conlidered that unipn of heangiged:interefts, which | 
is between him and; them, andthe xeciprocal com - 
munications  which7proceed from it random 
all their hope of glory is derived from it. Not 
logg after, I had my own bope;tried by the fall of 
_ a frame of timber upon me. In that awful hour, 
when my. life hung in ſuſpence, bow pleaſant: was 


that joytul aſſurance which I had, that death could 


8 £ 
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not hurt me; that my everlaſting intereſts were ſe: 


Cx gots 


poſe of my widow. and. fatherlels;childgen/in the beſt 
ſions, I bad os delightfuls views of the nature 
and uſefulneſs of the Lord's ſupper, and of my on 


N s > 


| right to. it before God rl had allo.delightful views | 
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olabe amniſcience.of God, asextendingto all things, 
aud particularly. o me, and; all mypaſt, preſent, 
. and future concerns After the death of our mi- 
 piſter,”'Mr Bradſhaw, in 1342, I and ſome others 
agreed to unite our prayers. twice a week that God Y 
would provide for us a paſtor aſten hisxown heart; 
behides the m ay, public meetings ſor prayer on that 
account. The Lord helped us to the moſi carneſt 
refreshed aud comforted cur ſouls, and enabled us 
0 belicye.in hope againſt hope, even when matters 
appeared moſt dat k and. deſprate. At laſt, God | 
in anſwer to our requeſts far outdid our warmeſt, | 
baepes and fandeſt expectations, ip our con gregat i- 
- __. on, unanimous choice of a minifter who cheerfully X 
Accepted our call, And got long after, at our a+. 
—_ OT Ro, +» Cramental- 
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5 n ie % of Joſeph nh, 13 
eramental occaſion, I enjoyed a moſt delightful view - 
ot Jeſus Chriſt as delivered for our offences :---O bow _ 
it grie ved me to ſee ſo many appear unaffected, while 
my heart hurned within me, and my foul was alto- 
gether rayiſhed with the views of my infinitely kind, 
my ſulfermg Redeemer.) ih un pen wo eg | 
Between this time and 1755, he had repeated re» 
markable manifeſtations of the Lord's preſence, e- 
ſpecially at ſacramental occaſions. He had an un- 
common deſire to win ſauls to Chriſt, and no ſmall 
ſucceſs in his endeavours. In three years, ſeven ap? 
peared to be converted in his own family, nor, at 
that time, was there ſo mich as one of his children 
or domeſtic ſervants that did not ſeem to fear Gd. 
By his ſerious diſcourſes, cloſely applied to ſuch aa 
he occaſionally met with, and by bis prayers with 
them and letters to them, he was jinſtrumental in 
the awakening,” if not converſion, of ſeverals of his 
neighbours." His letters to his relations and friends, 
on occafions of their marriage, affliction, or call ta 
particular duties, are filled with the moſt proper ex- 
poſtulations, reproofs, conſolations, encourage- 
ments, directions and motives to faith and holineſe. 
Falling ill on a journey, he wrote to his wiſe, 
At the Lord will, I ſhall be at Kidderminſter ſon 
after this reaches your hands. But if it be his will, 
that I ſhould never reach that dear place of my na. 
tivity,. his will be done. It bath Jong been my ar- 
_ neſt deſire that I may have no other will than my 
Father's. Indeed, my deareft, my heart is ſenſibly. 
touched in reſpect of you; and yet you need not 
much wonder, if my thoughts appear to be much 
engroſſed about my own ſelf; my future ſelf, my 
eternal ſelf —Let my Father lay on me Whatever 
ſickneſs and pain he will, let me ſay with my whole 
heart, Nevertheleſs not as I will, but as thou wilt. 
But, how ſhall Tegough thank and bleſs him, who, 
according to his abundant mercy, bath "begotten, | 
me again unto a lively hope . . 
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eth not away, reſerved iu heaven for me 2 and to 


ation ne that herein 1 
7 ugk, now for a feafon, as as 


4 What could ſopport my ſpirits, if T had hope 


i u life auy Wliat though prowidence bath | a 


bleſſed mie with mort thun ede to'fulfil all m. 
_ eogagements * ? What thongh 1 have ſeen all my chil. 


* - _ 
22. 


Aren comfortably ferred?” What though no mas 


an de happicr than , in a dear, tender, dutiful 


vife? What can all ibeſe temporary comforts do 
and 


_ comforting! as they re. Bleſſed are the dead, 
which die id the Lord, that they may teſt from 


for à dying man, were they ten times as many 


cir labours, and their works do foHow them 


of faith, receive all my furniture, aſſiſtance and ſup- 


piy cbt oe his feltiefs ? And do 1 all withao'eye to 
Dis plory, 'coattnvally devoting all that he doth, or 
half beſtow on mie, to his ſervice and diſpoſal „ 
What works of mine ſhall follow me as evidences of 
wy ünfeigned faith in Chriſt, and fincere love to 
Rim 1 Kh bly truſt, there ſhall be not a few; par- 
 vicularly my relieving of diſciples; in the name of dif. 

ciples But draw not my brighteſt evidences from 


hat Fbave done for Hat ; bet from what he hath 
done fort me, and in me, and by me. Certainly 1 
1 the mighty power of his grace, —— 
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and renewing my heart, when about 178 18 oy - 


bee a — me 2 ag Ow 
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a lively bope, chat Tam kept by the power: of God 
28 through faith unto 

ran greatly rejoice, . 
nden is, I am io heavinefs through manifold trials. 


Shalr 1 die in the Lordj united to Chriſt by girth, 
aud firmiy believing in him, as able and 0 5 
fave me to the utternioft Do 1 live in the . | 
and to the Lord? The life that I no ve in the fleſh, 
- do L live by tlie faith bf che Son of God ? Do Ido 
all that do, whiether ia word or deed; io. the name 
ol the Lord Jeſus Chriſt? Do I, by lively actiogs 


4 is the Life of Fat -Walns I" 
and NP uber I, naturally hated. Certujnly, ic 


numberleſs inſtances, he hath changed my heave 
with the miles EN his oh ei ry a and enabled 5 


E to my. pray TED. "oO oak. wel and + folles 
the difcoveries of his love have been, the more deep-: = 
ty have I been made to bywble myſelf at his feet, 
and to abhor, wylelt. and repeat as it were in duſt. 
and aſhes. /. Nor is there ay thing, 1 have bees more 
deſirous, or even ambitious of thefe many veare, 
than always to ly at the foot of the crols of Chriſt, 
under the deepeſt ſenſe, that Lam nothing have 
nothing, - and can de nothipg,-- and at the fame! 
time to ſee myſelf complete i in him. Nor hath any 
confideration; tenged more 10 reconcite my ſpirit to 
this afflictive diſpenſation, than this hope, that the 
Lord in it is hearing my prayers. for his making me. 
more and more humble and reſigned te bis will. 
Let him therefoge humble me, and ſpare not. But, | 
Lord, give me ſubmiſſon 3 give me p . 3 give 
me always to ſee thy band in every affliction; give 4 
me to accept the puniſhment, of wy fins, and always 
to ly at thy feet without LY eie word, ae 
15 repining ende. A 5 | 
My deareſt; 4 write not theſe 1 to rieve. 
you, but to: glorify God. O how dear Chriſt tis 
now to my foul I I hope my Chriſtian friends pray 
for me I can do but little of that work for my¹ 
felf.. But blefled be his name, I can caſt myſelf at 
bis feet, and ſay; I think. with my whole heart, 
Lox D;WHATTHOU.WILT; WHEN THOU WIL r; 
and HOW. FHOU WEL T. The Spirit, 1 hope, bear- 
eih witneſs with my ſpirit, that I am a child of God; 
and in many of my fellow. Chriſtians beate th the 
fame e „What then remains for me, in all 
the reſidue of my days, but to extol and praiſe him. 
who hath faved me, and called me with an holy el: | 
ling 3 1. hath n me * eat 07 * hidden m anna, 
„ 8 . gs . 5 FR. 


n& tet ori weve 4 
hach given de a hh fg 1 0 
Exitten, which no man Ebb buy „ 
is hell, to be daliusseid from, bud wee 
delivered! What g raten: 40 de ab plate and 
ſtate of 1 Wachow tust de de 
denizens of the new Jervfalgav?-=i Should bt I 
- ſpeak of him, and recommend his good ws, to ob. 
— around mezeven high i a Val qt myH 
andi ſhortenivg: -my. days ng een 
we ache nene g d painfuk caytioee?? Wie! 
____not-enough;-thavin/Cheift:Jelneths\Rord) ue hath! 
made with me an everlaſting caventt; hr in Mr 
tiges and ſure? This is all DF, e a 
e oo . HY: aol... 


_ "Nilbania ee ade 1 is 7 9 n 5 

Db, . »oAnd:dverypromiſe ide ls 3 1250 268. 1 

1 All ſpruog from everlalting: laws, !. abs. 8 ee 
FS: 2 __ 5 175 W ä | 


"es Vieffings all N * 


e 8 qui row gegen as 


ng an * 4 HD, 


5 be e ee tear this ra 30 Be, 
od fink my faintin + 
als e ad N10 f " 
hank | 2975 1 91 J. 
e # MU 
TEiivg1g ain 
Ka og gig 
a fer es” 10 „ 8 
1 egi 5201 i 
1 5 ane ed Habib eneanſt Oe reel e ee 
3 8 — — Jean sid 12d a2 | 
P e 1 
| add ee Fegg A en sls Vat 


rs . A 1 
— 1680 lrg £1 For: ou 
; * 2 8 E . FA” * 8 4 * NS; 
* , 3 3 #2” 1 * 5 75 1 . ** Z "FS * 5 5 * 
: - + 
s „ . ff * * 


BT —Y 


9 85 in wo 1 o. Margaret Abercrents =o. 
© And wakes cha dult ea joip,my WET nn 


That e che laſk rel 5 0 


gi this poor fault ring aut gu, = 5 
"And THAT hall the: fioſto notes eee oh 
= Of * rebella ee "994 e ” 


eas. ee ee 
1 my TAs 11 8 you again. 
But if not, all is well. We ſhall ſpend a long, a 
joyful eternity, at our Fatheris hauſe togethet - 
Yi a. little while, andimeithall/know ten millions 
more 195 is 199 e ee poor; louis: re- 


joieing 8 et ts 
| : este WILL rams? A 


: 1 WY 7 RE Woes V 
$ e , "#6 $9 — ox. hy. { ” 
” . * U 
N 5 ; , * 


1 came - home 3 an 3 ties: abs Reg 
g * was received, aud died RY eee, 1 
. a: 00 G F Ds 7 2% "Ot : . : 55 5 


R W 5 2 
i * 2 7 W Oy e R's ve; FEA 4 4 * 17 7 N . ? f | 
22 1 1 / £4 » 17 . 5 3 


80 dener, erte. 
2 | : i 1 & ras 

A . 1 i; PN 1 
f o val TE 35 Tire) ha” at a 


to trouble, which ſhe laboured to conceal .as 
much as ſhe could; Meagwhile, - ſhe behaved with 
much gravity, appeared much inclined” to every 
thing good, and bated all vain and light company, 
apparel, or faſhions, being not 4 little burdened 
with theſe things that were the delight of other 
young women. About three months before her 
death, her diſtemper became more and more threa- 
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ee of of ber h. 185 ' She replied, Fhavs 
8 18"the'veview- f his former, diſcoveries 
K fieſetf; though 1 habe not alway his ſenſible p 2 
leger 8 e Hae! Hi . ale heavy, But 


MF, ; 
585 f "bo. det 2 | 


Godiisthe' Gd Ns my peace. 
— ? exh6iting A th hv 350 to ek the 1010, i”; 
ann ib rear him; afl particularly. her eldeſt brpther 

| eme ber ied Sean khe days of his youth ; 15 
Jreprefſenfing ib Him His undone 2 by nag! TE. 


aud dis duty towirds Coch asd higypyrents ;—an 
D the whole family, le cauſed ges. 
Matlab 5 and then with rapturous 0 
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* Well may Lag of auen Chriſt, mY . 
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10 childhood, aud to thew me my fins-atd my need 


_ 6tChiiſt;aboxs everything:olſcsButithele convie- 


| Gonsedmmoniyzb wore off in 2:little-time- .i-By- theſe 


frriptucks John bin 536 Him, halieueth nat is 


cmnaemngd lr eMjMne Aas belieutih nat. ſball not fee 
. b ura alidetb on Hime Hud Mark 
= 4046s. Ferthatt b He taty/hatl:bet dawned, I had 
[2 p-dontiftiony f otbeidroadtul nature of, my 

_ apbeliefy hutindt ſue hem dnaveunaso. Chriſt. Thad 
aifoctaftiog eantidtiensobuiy/pidituelprite- i Tho” 

, cee ee mend, et I thought myſelf 


1 better than others;.and't heugbt my pitiful perfor - 
mwance of duties mented omeihing 


God. Loecaded myſelf in judging others, when T 
ougbe to have jadged thyſelf Las ready 0 lax 


| areithey tut fungar and: thirſt Ifter:righteonſuefs, for 
then ball: begplltds: a applieable to myielf. 


iAker ahis the Lr was gracioufly pleaſed, by | 


algans of ifermons powerfully; applied 0. my heart, 
40 -bvitig une 40 himfelf, ſo that I hope $-canſafely 
lay, ocbrag l lead deſire. him for his OπƷi _ 
| nals, avd far bis dove. piry and pstience towards ſin- 


xbiiog1d6-cboas; all 4—and that he:has been drawing 
me ſbearer land nearer: to bimſelf, though but very 
lewiz, and witbomeny tunings: back, Geiong a- 
brbad ta ſehool., from oder. the ſtuict eye df my 
godly parents, I mer with many temptations 40 fol- 
bh add wickedneſs, and too readily complied. But, 
| 00 My ret F return 12 2 De N OQ .reſtored to | Me his Pre - 
| ſence and afftltance, particu ar 5 in prayer, and ia 
W the cloſe application. of ſuch texts as Iſa. is 18, (ume 
ir, lod ix us or eaſel gather; fort bathorbar.- aw 
Four el 1 of fear, 700 21 i be Leer as woa, &. 
S | a7 ports vr us our fins. and 20 8 us From all 
5 antgbteoufnaſt+g Rt nine fa ofhp9les ae tmany 
ban xo moms ba tes Os "yu Ions PITT "IT. 
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at the hand of 


| hoid,0n;copditional promiſes as Mat- v. 6, Baer © 


| mark, eſpesiallytomarde MR, themeoſi:.yile.and pro- 
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_ ated catechiſing eve 3 eee: and powerful pre 


received, gradually 'decreaſed, notwithſtanding 
the piety and care of my maſter, and his particular 


g Biete that 
That every man is either God ler vant or Satan's flave, 
| "andhe chat ir but an almoſt Chriſtian" is "no Chriſtian ; 


TY che A IipecMone 1 T had 


care of me, with reſpect to my ſpiritual concerns; 


_ «© —netwithflanding godly prayers, finging of palms, 


and reading of the {cri ptures three times every day, 


ing every Sabbath. evertheleſs, Ns ſecret berger, 


115 ſolitary walks, and ſometimes" in converſation with 
fellow ſcholars; 1 had ſome pleafunt experiences of 
tte power of God. After my return home, God, 


as it were, renewed bis work on my ſoul. Two 
my father mentioned in his ſermon, viz. 


' That hopefulneſs is an encouragement to go on, but not 


* at ail to land ſtill in religion; were exceedingly uſeful 


e l led me out to earneſt prayer for God's 
__ farther renovarion' of my heart, aud for the teach- 
ing and indwelling of bis Spirit —I hope Fhavere- 


. | am reſolved; by his afliftance, to be the Lord's, 
Tome what will My great grief is, that when I 
8 1 * e ww Sealy on 4nd own day, 


to me. Under a remarkable influence of God's Spi- 


reit, 1 ſolemaly devoted myſelf to the Lord, refolv- 
ing to be wholly and only his, and to make his glo- 
y my chief end in every thing I did. Another en- 


pPreſſion of my Father's, viz. That perſons often re- 
_Jolve en amend their lives, hut for want o renovation 
ff my quickly return to their former negligence, 
e to perceive: the rraſon of my inſtability in 


ceived Chriſt as my prophet, prieſt and king: but | 


5 ah | how barren am I under all God's phony I y 


In 1712, the 14th year of his age, he writes, By 


Wk. as biefling of God on the ſermon this day, I have 
eech te 1 70 up myſelf wholly, freely, and irre- 
5 W to Father, Son aud Holy Ghoſt.” Through 


grace, I have deen enabled to count the coſt, and 
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| going home, ave cncourap 
” __ plied myſelf w prayers, and had a remarkable diſ- 
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ly and ſo. canſtangly Having hurried over my 
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hour to be more attentive tomy duty: but ere Iam 


aste, my heart is. roving again. Theſe things make 


d cojoyments of God ſo hort. My fins force him 
 _ away,—— Notwithſtanding confiderable enlargement 


| _ _ . of heartjult before, —during my partaking of the 


| Lord's ſupper, E was for lome time under ſad tor- 
ment of conſcience by Satanical harrsſſments. But, 


3 


£ 


covery of God's ſove to my ſoul, and much inward 
| peace of conſcience and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, — 
This week, K have bad ſome diſplays of God's grace 
dad communications of his love, and been enabled 
d fer the Lord before me. I have found more 
Fark in. prayer, more ſweetneſs in meditation, 

da more lorrgw for ün; and my prayers for the 
dos of: my relations, and for the church of God 
have been were carmeſt,——The word of God read 
+ or” preached comes to me with more {weetneſs and. 


» \ 


-|| — _quickening power than formerly, ——Yeſterday, in 
A @#Jjourney, Thad a ont piealyot view of the love, 


and univerfat lovelineſs of Chriſt ; and my medita- 


3 tion and fellowſhip with God were. in a. great mea- 
ure, tree from interruption or diſtrackion.— 
dean, eſpecially after] have had intimate communion 


"WP 


| _ With God, Jabours ic bis utmoll to puff up my pride. 
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des, 1 bad rather, as the infrument of his Spire. 
win over fome poor fouls, by plain goſpel truths ian 
Lan obſcure place, with bumility, than by oratory and f 
+hetoric gain the applauſe and sſteem of the learned; 
Jer and meditation in the preceding week, I havehad 
the moſt raviming fellowſhip with God, and bee a Fo 

[enabled clearly to view Chriſt, as my Lord and ga- 

viour ; and God in\him, as my reconciled Father. 

and 10 lock on heaven, bappinefs, and all tpirngal | 


1 oo * oth 2 2 I 8 
2 Nene | 4 / 


bleſſings, 2s Wine through Chriſt, as made of G 
to me wiſdom, righteouſneſs, line Hatten, and rev , 
demption I bad a moſt lively frame in ſome ſalemg- -- 


preparation for the Lord's ſupf er.-——To my great | _ 


4 - 


grief and ſhame, my experiences this week, After my 
Fiews dedication of miyſelf to the Lord at his table, 
have been little elſe than of the deceirfulnels and in- 
conſtancy/of my heart, of the prevalence of wy corr 
ryptions, notwithſtanding I have mourned over | 
them. Yet 1 find, that if once corruptions get looſe © 
from their chaiv, it is very hard to bring them un- 
veither day or 


| der again This week bas been veither « 
night to my ſoul. This is got the Kay to grow in 


— 
4 


grace, Iam aſhamed to look up to God, with boom 


oy 


To trifle by incoofiſtent carriage. ——Whils I haye :- 
had a relation under ſore diſtreſs, I have bad a revin- 
ing and "comfortable week of communion with the 
Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, . 


"4 ” . 7 - 


e . 3 ws $; ry : 2 Th * 5 | 
la 1714, as | was meditating in the field, I enjoy- 


ed ſuch'a meaſure of the inward peace of God, ase: 


nabled me, with pleaſure, to behold. God in all __— 
works of creation and providence 4. but eſpecially. u 
that of redemption, ——lIo-the begioning of the pre- 


ceding week, I became faint and lukewarm. ; but he 
Tord ſhewed me the fipfulnefs of my ungratefal de- 
bortures from himſelf, and made me to. mapra bi- 
eri over them. A od jg this, eſpecially at che Lord's 
table, y besrt hath burned with love to, aud de- 
fie after him In the two laſt days of the stb 
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my ſpirit. I cannot be ſatisſied with going forward 
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306 backward by turns, bet would hape weedly, ray 
de fonte in my way keavepward-—-On-a jour- 
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bie ebnen ſweet comanicion with God, which I 
© fore are enjoyed; but bad an earveſt longing 
. Ter it. Nor have Lyet recovered that lively reliſh 


____ dwelling fan, in "i 


— Porrunitics ; but Eſpecially of the irenpth of my in- 


aun ſiofulneſs, iogratitude and inconſtancy, and 
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Wh. 1 Word, bis image, his govern- 
| ment, bis company, 'his ſervice, his bouſe-—— Fat | 
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_. grace; ——Dauring the reſt of this year, I had ſome 


logs for want of affektjons ſer on things above 7— 


= 
9 
— 
a 
5 
8 
ov 
= 
= 
WW 
+ 
a 
2 
G 
= 
> 
A 
mY 
3 
ft 
RF 
„ 


— 


l 


Ons 


2 
f 
| 
' 
# 
| 
; 
1 
1 


— — 
v 


8 


N 


4 P 5  Prafiical Grifignit Sm ied. 
more. 7 me? What could I have done more —m 
_ 855 bim 7 I am i in earneſt. only about trifles ; 2 


2 be 


8 

* 3 7 

4 | 

3 %Y 

3% 

3 5-4 7 


'fle with every thing 1 and eternal. Af- 
ter much finful fear, the Lord, by Rom. v. 1. fl- 
led me with joy and peace in believing. 'The ſmiles 
of my reconciled God made me look down with dif- 
. Gain. on every worldly. thing.——Afﬀter manifold 
changes, the Lord again turned my captivity, and 
ſurprized me with bis richeſt mercy. Prayer was 
my pleaſure ; the word of God my apreeable enter · 
taipment; and heavenly meditation my ſweeteſt re - 
be O Jeſus! bow ſhould Hove thee! ow” 
Wood I ſerve thee! 
In 1717; after being . Mie vp, and. 
| ſometimes. caſt down, I, an a ſolemn review, per- 3 
ceived how matters were going with me. Ah . 
how much worſe than it was three or four years 2. 
o? Tü I remember how ſerious I was; and 
| how! intent upon the buſineſs of religion ; bow I 
made conſcience of every part of my duty; how 
Faithful 1 was i in the diſcharge of the moſt ſecret du- 
ties of religion; and how obfervane I was of the 
moſt ſpiritual part of it ; how zcalons T was after 
frequent communion with God. I loved God and 
enjoyed moſt raviſhing diſcoveries of his love to me, 
But Now, duties are neglected: my heart is vain 
and hard; the exerciſes of religion have no reliſh; 
gulflt dwells upon me, and makes me turn from | 
God; though I ſee the ſadneſs of my caſe, I cannot 
Air from it ; my heart is fo hard, that it caonor he” 
 affefed; my inward powers are ſo weskened, that 
_ I cannot reform; and, for the moſt part, my pray- 
er is reſtrained; before God. — - At laſt, the Lord 
| Harh had pity on my foul, and 'bath refieſhed, 
rengthe ved, and hombled me; and made me. with 
much ſorrow for my apoſtacy, toleck after the . £ 
In 1718, I base been in ſo many different 9 


pers, that, in geveral, I cannot tell whether it be 5 
Deter or e 04 me. . that 1 Had or im- 


| proved | 


Eg, Geog 
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growth in grace] how knowing in ſpiritual thing; 


and to become unprepared for and afrail} of death? 


— 


Iv. 1. Rev. XH. 17.0 bleſſed be. God for my 
views of free. grace and the goſpel. No other ſet 4 


* 20. ö 
2 4 


Ina 1719, ab, my heart! It is a world ef ipiquity. 


Of late it is more fo than formerly ; and it will be 


fo, I fear, as long as Ive. O when ſhall I be 
delivered from the body of this death h! 
. my fins } they reach to the heavens; and I am rea» 
dy to fink under their weight. Oh ! my backflid- 

_ hogs ! my perpetual bac 1 the Spirit griev - 
ed, quenched, and reſiſted; 

| again and again! I feel the Spirit withdrawing and 
-ccafing his workings. What knowledge have 1 
_ fanned againſt f What a profeſſion have I turned my 
back on! What grace have 1 abuſed f I dread that 
God is juſt going to ſwear in-his wrath, that 1 ſhall 
never enter into his reſt. I look on myſelf as a vain, 
| pretender, a forward talker, but unacquainted with 
the ſpirit. of the kingdom, — having my tongue well 
turned to fay, Loa p, Lok, but with no heart to 
love and ſerve him. But at times, I am made 


do ſee relief for me, in the infinite grace, and all 
dcleanſing blood of Chriſt, Exod. xxxiii..18. E ., 


ii. 19. and 8, 2. John vi..37. and vii. 37, 38. Ha. 


8 


Principles could ever free me from the fears of 


death. My fins, after I had received the knowledge 
e . diſcourage me. But, by 1 Sam. 


| encouraged to come back to him. After my fea- - 
fon of dejeckion, he ha th opened my <=)" | 


in the Diary and Letters of a Tang Man. [31 


proved te many helps, the fair opportunities, and 
| ſweet aſſiſtances of the Spirit ok God, for my own 


hriſt crucified afreſh 


bow mortified to the world; how converſant in 
heaven; and how happy in acquaintance with God, 
might I have been ? Nay, what have I been in com- 
p tiſon of what Jam now Alas! that when my 
pious father and ſiſter are dead, I ſhould have lived 
theſe even years, only to loſe my peace with God, 
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Chriſt 5 in his word; he overcomes my AIM ad. 
makes me, with trembling, cry, Lord, I betieve, 
| belþ thou my unbeliq, It is like hell to my foul, to 


thiok of being ſeparated from, and ad enemy 10 


Chriſt.— It is well for me, that none knows all my 
vileneſs and wickedneſs, but he who hath infinite 
 compalſſiop, infinite. love and unchangeable grace; 
and who, notwithſtanding his infinite bighneſs and, 
dee can love, can always love, aud for ever 
dwell in me, the Holy Ghoſt dwells in me as Lot 
zn Sodom ,—daily ar reg vexed, and quenched in 


me. And”. muſt he go out of me at laſt ?—1 can 
not endure the thought of Ciriſt's not being mine ; 


or of me being his enemy. No; he is my — | 


ſure; my beſt. beloved e bim that I am 
flick of love. F e E ts EI . 


In times of fickoefs and's ee of ek. Thave 


alway found God'near-unto me, and good to my 
Foul. In my preſent approaches; to death, all is 
vell; old times are brought over again, fuck days 


as I never expected to fee again in this world... God 


makes himſelf near to me, communes with me ae 


times, and I hold communion with him, and we 
are now as familiariy converfant as ever. I have 
no taſte or reliſh for any worldly. enjoyment . + The 
certain ſymptoms of death I carried ja myſelf, w re. 
a great ſpring of comfort and pleaſure io me. Not- 


5 iche all the ibconſtancy and treachery of 
my heart, an opening profpett of heaven being pre= 
ſented before me, Lee and all things in it va. 
niſh and ſhrivk to nothing. God and religion are 
at Vit _— is fervent and violent for bis kiog- | 
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A parents being perſecuted. for their adhe- 
j ' rence to our covenanted preſbyterian prin- 
WW ciples of religion, my life was endangered in my 
| mother's womb, as well as after my birth; but G 
preſerved it. In the 3d and gqth years of my age, 
I had my foul ſo delightfully impreſſed with the 
glorious excellencies of God in Chriſt, that the 
Lord's day became pleaſant, and the diverſions of 
children altogether taſteleſs ro me.—Not long after - 
ward, I fell from the top of a rock with a deep 
ditch at the foot of it, in which I ſhould certainly. 
have been drowned, had not providence ſtopped 
me by N hold of a buſh on the face of tbe 
rock. This danger much alarmed my conſcience, 
and made me think more ſeriouſly of hell than ever 
I had done, and which I dreamed was rendered 
= dreadful by the wrath of God being executed 
Through want of a ſchool within reach, and m/ 
parents groundleſs imaginations that very early ia- 0 
ſtruction of children was improper, I, to my great. 
hurt, was not taught. to read the Bible, till I was 
about eight years of age. But while men neglected. 
me, God himlelf inftruded me, and gave me an. 
affecting view of my own ſinfulneſs and milery, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt and his ſalvation, and kindled in my 


foul a love to, and defire after him,. When, at laſts. 
I began to read, I carried about my book with me, 
and got leſſons from ſuch as I could procure them, 
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condition by nature, and of the new covenant re- 
medy of it. Particular paffages of ſcripture ſuited 
to my caſe were powerfully darted into my conlci- 


Vi, 3. Then ' ſhall we know, if we follow on to 
now the Lord : his going forth is prepared as 
the morning“? | ve them that 

love me, and they that ſeek me early ſhall find 


ile prophecies of Iſaiab, and the Pſalms, many of 


I waited on my, flock, were exceedingly pleafane to, 


= 
— 


_ wonders of his law; and, in anſwer to my requeſts, 
bd it made a light unto my feet, and à lamp to 


E pleafure I felt in reading the ſcriptures, and 


| _ Hepherds, as we occafionally met in the, fields, in 
_ prayer and finging of plalms,' 


higher than myſelf, 
had grown upward ſo much in a few months, I had 
grown folittle beavenward in more than ten years. 
_ Another day, I was ſo impreſſed with fear, leſtthe. 
_ =prſeof God ſhould have been annexed to wy food, 
that 1 carried about wy bread, which I had with nie, 
a w 8 


mm was king God's blefling ov the water, which 
Tiatenged ee drink, he opened my underſtanding. Þ 
to perceive his curſeremoved from me, and my enjoy - 

ments through Chriſt's becoming a curſe for me, 


riftianity exemplified, 
About the tenth year of my life, the Lord began 
to favour me with more diftinf views of my loſt 


ence and heart, ſuch as Prov. xv. 8. The prayer 
© of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord ++ but 
„the prayer of the upright is his delight.“ Hof. 


” Prov, viii. 17. I love them that 


eme.“ The four goſpels, the fong of Solomon, 
which I learned by heart, and ſung by myſelf while | 
to me. When, in my readiog, I met with paſſages. 


which Icould not underſtand, I earneſtly intreated 
the Lord to open mine eyes, that I might ſee the 


* 


— 


path; and, under this illuminating influence, O0 


in ſecret prayer, and in joining with my fellow- 
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| erving one da 


2 ſtalk of corn in the field 
Wept bitterly, that, when. it 


2 "whole day, wirhoue dariog to taſte, it —Nor long 
after, When came to a well, and, in my _uſual.man- 
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and to los his common mercies coming to me, in 


the channel of the new covenant. This made my 


draught of water more pleaſant. than the choiceſt 
wine. Another day, while I waited on my theep, 
at the fide of a ſnow-wreath; I lay down and pray- 


<d,—and, O the inexpreſſible diſcoveries of divine 


and everlaſting things which I enjoyed i O how 
gladly would my enraptured foul have launched 
Forth into the immediate, the eternal enjoyment f 
| God At other times, while I meditated 00 the 
myſteries of the new covenant, I was ſo. tranſported 


with raviſhing wonder, that knew not where 1 
was, nor Whither I was going: and meanwhile God 


regularly directed both me and my flock. The — . 


ing of the birds alſo ſtirred up my heart to ſing pr 
ſes to my God. When I beheld the clouds cover - 


ing the ſun, after he had ſhone brigbtly for a little, 


my heart was altoget her ioflamed with longing de- 
fires for that everlaſting day, when Jeſus Chriſt, - 


the ſun of righteouſneſs, thould for ever ſhine on 
my ſoul without interruption. As, during the ſe- 


ven years of famine in the end of laſt century, 1 


very ”m allowance of food, and be- 
give Part or. 


ſometimes ate graſs, and, by the blefling of God. 


was refreſhed with it. And, O the ſweet hours of 
prayer and ſinging of plals char ſhe and I had to- 
gether in the fields On the whole, though by my 
conſtant attendance on my flock by day from the 
$th-to the 16th year of my life, I was deprived of 
the public ordinances of God, and had but little 


human: inftruion, I was graciouſly calightened * 
God himſelt. 


Ine three following years of my life, and eſpe: | 
AF cially the fourth, proved to my foul, as it were, an 
heaven upon eartk Being taken from the ſheep 

*n Ty} 9 n 1 could 25 N e nor. fol- 


low 


. f 


0 t to my neighbour ſhepherd . 
eſs, who 2 ſometimes bad nothing of her own 
| for a whole day, —l, in the extremity of my hunger, 
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Jow the work of the houſe like my filters, without 
marring, as I thought, my habitual fellowſhip with 
_ God, which I preferred to every thing on carth.— 
When my parents, who knew not the condition of 
my foul, obſerved my aukwardneſs, and my appa- 
rent averſion to worldly buſineſs, they ſpoke ſome. | 
what harſhly to me. But God, by a powerful ap- 
Fer of theſe texts, Pſalm cli 4, 5. All re. 
** ſuge failed me, no man cared for my ſoul, then 
I ſaid, Thou; Lord, art my refuge and my portion 
1863 in the land of the living.“ Iſa. xxxiii. 16. Bread 
4 ſhall be given him, and his water ſhall he ſure,” 
_wcomforted me againſt grief on every ſide. More: 
over, when my parents underſtood the caſe of 17 
ſoul, they helped and encouraged m. I 
I had now acceſe to the public ordinances of God, 1 
but our miniſter's method of preaching did not at 
all correſpond with the frame and experiences of 
my ſoul. But my parents taking me with them. to 
n facramental occafion at ſome diſtance. I was plea» ba 
ſantly ſurprized to ſind the ſermons exactly anſwer. 
able to my cafe. . Theſe on the Saturday from Jer, 
-XXX, 21. *© Who is this that engageth his heart to 
25 approach unto me, ſaith the Lord ?“ and from 
F iii, 18. God ſo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whoſoever. believeth 
on him ſhould not periſh, but. have everlaſting Wl 
© life,”—were powerfully applied to my heart. Ou 
Sabbath morning, 1 fell under an inward damp : 
but in partaking of the Lord's ſupper, I was alto- 
"gether overwhelmed with the conſolations of-the 
Holy Ghoſt, the illuminating impreffion of which 
Kontinued with me for half a year. And O what 
plenſant days and nights I had in p yer, and in 
1 my Bible. But ſtill my hen goings were 
up and down, in proportion to wy ſenfible OO 1 
des of the Lord's kindneſs. 5 
In the beginning of the next year, — 55 a new 0 
thay, 1 _nended Cn ene kd 5 1 
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Hunts” in the Life Elizabeth Cairns, 3 | 
* PPE. on the Sabbath morning, I had my bande 
remarkably looſed in ſecret prayer, and my ſoul fil- 


lechſwith lexnreibly cavithing foretaſtes of the e- 


terhal glory; and through the whole work of the 
day, walked in the light of God's countenance, and 
returned home greatly revived and ſtrengthened in 
my inward, man,. — But, uſing to try myſelf by . 
-what I heard in ſermons, I ſoon found that I had 
not experienced ſuch a lav work as ſeemed neceſſa- 
ry to converſion. This, attended by the Lord's 
| withdrawment- of the ſenſible light of his counte- 
nance, made me raze all my perfuaſions of the good | 
nels of my ſtate, or reality of my religious experi- 
- ences. Amidſt this diſtreſs, God, more than ever. 
ealightened my mind in the knowledge of my ſin- 
ful condition and undone ſtate by nature, and of 
the alone way of recovery through Chriſt. After 
manifoſd toſſings and fearful diſtreſs of ſoul attend. 
ing my repeated attempts to diſcoyer the truth of 
grace in me, and the ſaving reality of my former 
Experiences, which TI was extremely loth to gire up 
with, as all a mere deluſion, —1, in ſecret prayer, 
obtained. a moſt raviſhing deliverance. - O what glo- 
ry I beheld in the inexpreſſible myſteries of redemp- 
tion through. Chriſt !' and with what tranſporting 
delight I was enabled to read my name written in 
the Lamb's book of life | The ſenſible impreſſion 
of this divine viſit remained on my ſoul for a whole 
year. And meanwhile, I had from time to time 
repeated diſcoveries of my reconciled God in Chriſt, 
as it were, face 10 7 and yet wy. life was pre- 
ſerved. 7 
In the beginning of the ollen year, O how: 


| LE powerfully the Holy Ghoſt operated on my ſoul |— 


he law of his mouth was better to me than thou- | 
ſangs of gold and filver! With amazing ardour my 
heart cried to him, {om have I in heaven but thee? 
el Here i none on Ow that 4 Eos ire op des the- 
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God it the firength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever. My inward powers were ſo tranſported with 
[theſe views, that I did not know where I was, or 
What I was doing. And while I thus by faith be- 
Held the glories of heaven, how ardeotly my ſoul 
longed and panted to enter in Finding that the 
heavenly: raviſhments rendered company and my 
carthly buſineſs diſtaſteful ro me, I beſought the 
Lord, that he would endow me with one capacity 
to hold intimate familiarity with himſelf, and au. 
other to execute my worldly buſineſs. He remiark · 
ably granted my requeſt, that, even on the harveſt 
field, where I was inſeparably connected with vai 
Te companions, I darted up ſhort prayers to hea- 
ven, when I was caſting my handfuls into the ſheaf, 
and had my ſoul filled with the beart captivating | 
rays of Jeſus' glory and the ſenſible manifeſtations 
of his love, that my habitual. intercourſe with God 
rendered me deaf to all the idle language of my fel- 
 low-labourers: and meanwhile my n were guid- 
ed to manage my fickle arighhlt. 
One Sabbath morning, I got fork: eilig dir. 
| coveries of the covenants of works and grace, that 
I was obliged to ſummon all the creatures of God 
to aſſiſt me in the praiſes of my God, my Saviour. 
5 And, when I returned from my retirement, I found 
it: neceflary to reſtrain myſelt from calling out to 
my parents and ſiſters, by laying my hand on my 
mouth. Another day, while, in my uſual manner, 
| was aſking God's blefling on the portion of 
ſcripture which I intended to read, I was fo tran- 
5 ſported with the maniteſted glory of the mylte= 
ries of the new covenant, that could read none, 
but fell to prayer and praiſe About the ſame time, 
after a ſad inward damp on the preparation Satur- 
day, I, on the morrow' after, particularly at the 
I table, enjoyed a moſt raviſhing foretaſte of 
the heavenly nr _ ENF” my: Eo 
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One day, I inconſiderately prayed that the Lord 

would, even on carth, make my heart act as fully, 
freely, and unweariedly.i in the exerciſes of holineſs 
as ever it had done in the way of ſin. Though, 
according to his purpoſe and method of ſalvation, 


it was neceſſary that my eompleat perfection in grace 


ſhould be reſerved for the life to come, yet he ſo far 


granted my. requeſt, that, for ſome time, I found 
it more eaſy to fix my heart upon heaveoly than 


upon earthly things. When! fell aſteep, I left my 
heart fined upon God, and when I waked Iwas 


ſtill with him. For almoſt a whole year, F found 


little oppoſition from my indwelling luſts, and knew”. 
not what it was to be ſtraitened in prayer, or to be 
much tronbled with vaio thoughts in religious du- 
ties. O how pleaſantly my ſoul was ſwallowed up 


in the transforming views of Jeſus Chriſt and his 


new covenant !—How ſelf, in every forin, was de- 
baſed, and free grace exalted Ho my heart was 
weaned from worldly enjoymeats —1 defired no- 
thing of them but bread convenient for me.—l: ya 
I felt, that one half hour of familiar fellowſhip with 
God as MY. GOD and MY, 4LL, afforded more joy. 
more pleaſure and profit, mme whole world could 
ever produ e. e 


Hut, in the 20th 1 my lte. len forne ae 1 -, 
gs by ſeriptures impreſſed on my mind, I was de- | 


prived of theſe fenfible. comforts, and fell under 
fearful clouds of divine deſertion, attended by: 4 
dreadful ſwell of the great depth of indwelling cor - 


5 ruptions and horrible rage of Satanical temptations... 


Temptations to -difbelieve the being of God, 


caſt away my Bible as an impoſture, and to mur - | | 


der myſelf, aad the like together with the rag- 
ing carnality of my heart in religious duties, and 


my ignorance of a liſe of faith on God's word, eden 


1 had ſo much need of it, —made me weary. of my 
life, and were like to have rendered me diſtracted: 


ſome 


"60 had n done 258 had not the Lord, on 
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ſome occafione, darted into my foul ſome of his up- 


porting words of grace. _ 
After four years of almoſt couttune fearful diſtreſs 


on my foul; I had my bands looſed, and, in ſecret 


prayer and meditation, was made to ſee and ſiog as 
in the days of my youth; but theſe ſenſible. viſits of 
the Lord to my ſoul were but of ſhort continuance. 
Meanwhile, I reflected on my late condition, and was 
naſnamed that I had fo diſtruſted his word, doubted 
ol his love; and in ſome meaſure parleyed with 8a- 
tan's temptations, From this he took the opportu- 

nity to charge me with committing the fin againſt/ 
the Holy Ghoſt, and that never a real ſaint had re - 
belled againſt the Lord as I had done. But, by his 
wer ful application to my heart of theſe ſeriptures, 


' - Johns; 7. © The blood of bis Son” Jefus Chriſt 


1 cleanſeth from all fin.” Mic. vii. 18, 19. % Who 
is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth i iniquity, 
<-and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſion of the remnant of 
© his heritage : he retaineth not his anger for ever, 


* becaufe he delighteth in mercy. He will turn a- 


Again; he will have compaſſion on us: he will ſub. 
© due our iniquities : and thou wilt caſt all their fins. 
4 into the depths of the ſea.” Heb. vii. 25. He 
44 js able to ſave tothe uttermoſt them that come un- 

_ «co God through him, ſeeing he ever liveth to 


| | © make intereceſſion, the Lord enabled me, for 


a time, to go on my way rejoicing; but not as in 
the 19th year of my life: for I was ſtill deprived of 
ſuch over · powering influences of the Holy Ghoſt as 
I had formerly enjoyed; and I continued ſtill very 
ignorant of the exerciſe of faith, for drawing food 
to my ſoul from the promiſes of the goſpel. | 
To add to my miſery," I could reap no Senn 
| from the public or private adminiſtration of our mi- 
niſter, notwithſtanding much wreſtling with God 
for the ſafe. After many inward ſtruggles relative 
205 7 oe in n pr ne OR and by God's 
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in the: Life of. n. PORN, 


imprefling his promiſe of food and raiment 3 * 
ſoul, I, for the fake of my ſpiritual edification, le 
my. parents and went to Stirling, where [ had oppor- 


| tunity of hearing Mr. Briſbane (a moſt practical and 
_ evangelical preacher). On the very firſt; Sabbath, 


God looſed my bands by the ſermon, which, pro- 
moted the recovery of my body from the ſore trou· 
ble under which. 1 had been. O what pleaſure * 
found in comparing my former experiences with the 
ſweet and powerful miniſtration of the goſpel which 
I now enjoyed, and in obſerving the exact corre. 
pondence between them ] But ſtill the want of the 
wonted ſmiles of the Lord's countenance ſo pained 
my heart, that my life was a burden to me.  Wheti . 
I began to deſpair of ever again enjoying them, the 
Lord Jeſus ſuggeſted to my foul, that he would bring 
me into the wilderneſs and ſpeak comfortably to me: 
give me the valley of Achor for @ door of hope, and make - 
me ſing as in the days of. my youth, Hof. li. 14, 18. 
At length, Fhile I was erying to him to put an end 
to my ſeven years Jealouſies of his love, he diſco- 
vered himſelf as ſuited to all my needs, and my foul - 
was enabled to conſent to all that I faw or heard of 
his grace and love; and my heart was ſo powerful-⸗ 
ly drawn forth towards him, that my mortal conſti- 
tution could ſcarcely bear up under the delightfut i, 
ardour of my affeQions. For ſome time, particu- 
larly in hearing the goſpel. I was, as it were, ſwal- 
lowed up in the immgdiate views of the glory of 
God as my God in ChAiſt; and the more I ſaw. or 
felt of Jeſus Chriſt a6d bis fulneſs, the more ear-' 


neſtly Ihyngered and thicſted for further manifef-" 


tations of him. One day my deſires were ſo ardeut, 
that, finding my natural life ready to fin- under 
them, I was obliged to beg, that the Lord would 


either moderate or ſatisfy them, Oh l how I long- 


ed to be with Ghrift, to fee bim as be it, and n w 
him even as 1 am known | $92, thought I, if crumbs, 
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Ffoll,. the , | cv ane of hin n 
r ever be Thus it contioned with me about four 
months. k thovght, that, if I had deen burning 
in hell the ſeven. preceding years, my. loſs was now 
- more than balanced by the gracious manifeſtations 


of God, And, regardiefs of all my. outward us 


e io the God of my ſalvation, ... // 
Next Near, beiog the 2 81h of my age, degan with 
2 dark elbud: but I was ſupported under it by this 
1 1 Johs aiv. 19. 4 Becauſe L live ye ſhall ive 
F alſo.” Moreover, after I bad for about two Fears 
2 and an half, enjoyed 2 moſt clear and power ful: mi- 


- iſtration. of the golpel at Seirliag, the urgency of 


mY parents oblige me to return home But find 
ing no peace of mind to live where my fopl could 


got be edified, (by a dey and legal preacher) Jem 


| braced an opportunity of going to ſervice in another 
ce ; but where the public miniſtrations did not 
eciſx me as at Stirling. At a ſacramental occaſion, 


my. maſter. and mifirels gare me their allowance to 
ſtay and bear the evening ſermon; to be preacbed by 


5, Me. Brifhane- But, having conſidered, chat ove 
| _ "hauls, which ſtogd by ile, and the charge of it 


committed do we, might be hurt by thieves or the 


Uke, and ſo religion. {uf x on acconnt of my abſence 


8 © fromi it, I reſolvech to go home and leave to the Lord [ 


deo make up to me the want ofthat ſermon. While 


| I watked home two: miles, my ſoul was quite raviſh- 
nd with the contemplation of Jeſus Chriſt and my 
ture enjoyment of him. Returning. to the ſer- 


1 mons on Monday, t found that the preciſe: fubſtacee 


1 5 ct my meditations had been Preached f e zext, 
Re he Is.. 1 66 Tby God thy glory. ol 3 . 


_ About this time, the caſe of the church 9 
land: lay very heavy. on my ſpitit ; and the rather, 


as wide ſteps were taken to pervert ber in her doc - 


_ trinez worſhip, diſcipline, and government, and to 
1 fix. a Popiſh Pretender on ide throne of Britain. — 
MW * Mary 6 from Satan, 1 vreſt. 
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led id the Lord for her deliverance; and Abt: 2 
part of my wiſhes id the acceſſion. of the family of:: 
Hanover, But alas l we quickly abuſed our mercy: 
and delivered up ourſehes to work more abomina- 
tions — About the beginning of the undatural- re. 
bellion, I had the confuſion of our country and the- 
ſafety of my father's family pointed out to me dy : 
the word of God, beforchand.. And, after I hade 
been fiogularly. tranſported with the manifeſtation: | 
of Jeſu love at our facramental ovcafion; and ſad- 
ly de ſerted at another, 1 beheld the fulfilment of itt 
Moſt of our family were obliged to flee from the fu- 
ry of the Highland rehels; but I ſtaid with my mo- 
ther, who was under ſore bodily trouble- When 


8 


the rebel officer demanded our quota of their im- 
poſed contributions, my mother told him, That her 
ö conſcience uiid not allow her to pay it, in any form 
; | he, reſtrained and overruled by God, replied, hat 
ö his conſeience would not aflow, him totake ie from her by 
| force. Not long after, I ſaw the houſe and harn- 
| zards of our neighbours, who had paid it, all ſer 
on fire by the rebels, while ours was preſerved.» 
But the rebel proprietor of our farm, having after⸗- 
wards got an indemnity from DOT wy . 
ber * 1 of i . 1 


W 


5 aug Wide, ae nba For: 885 8 3 lei 
legal add indolent : but he Was the emo as before 
to me; and To I was obliged, for the nouriſhment. 
of my foul, to bear ſermon in a reighbouring.can« 
gregation. About this time, 1 had ſenfible miles 
af the Lord s countenance mingled with dark clouds 
of deſertion 4. but I was taught to live more by faite 
on the promiſes. Having fallen Ito a fever, I, for 
ſeventeen days, enjoye] a continued manifeſtation 
of the new covenant, and of the eternal glories ob 
heaven, without the ſmalleſt łwud of interruptions. 
ben began to recover, O how averſe 1 found 
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myſelf to continue amidſt ſin and vanity, and ab- 
© ſent from my God. Iwould gladly have been burst 


" to death in order to be-with Chriſt, This precious 


glimpſe was followed by three months of dark de- 


'ſertion. But ſoon after my return to Stirling, the 


Lord vouchſafed me another viſit, aud enabled me 


to review the three preceding years of my life, re- 
member his gracious viſits, and perecive my own 
_ miſcarriages, He humbled me before him, and e- 
nabled me to betake myſelf to his blood ind ws anal 


for the purging out of all my finful blots, 

After I had, for two or three months, enjoyed 
-fome inward peace and ſome. pleaſant taſtes of his 
manifeſted loving kindneſs. I again fell under deep 


| defertion, which was ſometimes attended by a fear» 


ful raging of wy inward corruptions. Even when 


; is was reſtrained, I wanted the ſenſible influences 


of the Holy Ghoſt. Though T heard the myſteries 
2 the goſpel moſt clearly preached, I could ſcarce- 
2 more than a merely rational apprebenfion of 
And though T did not doubt of my new. 
cones ſtate; yet I fretted, that God withbeld from 


me the wonted ſmiles: of his countenance.——At 


| length, in his own. time, he teftified to my ſoul, that 
be had loved me with an everlaſting love, and had 
drawn me with loving-kindneſs z-that he was my 
Lord and my God ;—and be called me to open 


my mouth wide, that he might, fill wy. foul with 
bin fulneſs. * „ 


-. Being once more obliged to Cans Seth Io. or. 


a to wait on my aged parents, who were now re- 
duced to poverty, my health was ſoon broken with 
the coll, 20 with grief, that I was wwe 1 
here my ſoul could not be cdßed by the public 
ordinances of God. Iwas tempted by Ban chat 
my niceneſs in bearing of ſermons would reduce me 


t up in a place 


to outward miſery. But the Holy Ghoſt ſuggeſted 


a0 me wks his word, „ That 7 N ” e me 25 


Toa 


# * 
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* . 5 x * > N . - 
13 1 ” 2 * f k 4 
+ | t I 


5 * the Life 7 Elizabeth Cairns; t 


od and its righteouſneſs, and 
| mid be added to pe _ vi. 33- and chat 
be fure, Iſa. 
thou not rom 
55 y me cry unto me, My eter, this art the guide 


3 my youth, Reflecting upon my former experiences 
of the Lord granting my requeſts i in trouble, and being 
rehend him as my new covenant: fa- 
tber. I familiarly pled with him, that he would pro- 


enabled to app 


vide ſome place for me, where I might take care of 


my aged parents. The very next day, I received an 
invitation from Stirling to come and teach chil- 


dren; God alſo ſent his word, John xvi. 22. I 


. will lee: you again and your heart ſhall rejoice, and 
"oh F your joy no man taketh from you, with ſuch 


nifeſted in the miniſtrations of it: but my ſpirit was 
much diſtreſſed with the tokens of the 1 wrath 


againſt the generation 3 [particularly 


and then all ether | 


4 
* 


wer as healed my body, though then very weak. 
About this time, I was much confirmed in the 
faith and obedicnce of the goſpel, and had my uni- 
on to Chriſtaod unfailing perſeverance in grace ma- 


the divifions: 


which took place among the godly... To add to my 
trouble, my father falling under ore affliction, was 


remarkably deſerted by Cod. It exceedingly griev- 
ed me, that the carnal world were like to be much 


hardened, if one, who had ſuffered much for the 


truth. and been ſo long a. profeſſed | follower of 
_ Chriſt, ſhould die in this manner. 


I therefore ear · 


neſtiy cried unto the Lord for pity to him, and he 


granted my requeſtl. 


Two days before his death, 
my father's bands were all looſed, and he rehearſed 
what the Lord had done for him in his life, extolled 

+ his kindneſs, and commended him and his way to 


all preſent. Some of his laſt, words were, Now 
ek my hope is fixed within the vail ;” and often he 


mid, 1 hall wel kim. ay 28 4,8 125 d be are: 2994 un- 
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For r abom four years aſter che death of Mr. Briſs. 


_ bane, my beloved miniſter, my tol in teschipg my 
ſchool, the Jong diſtreſs of my mother, together 
with my apprehenſions of the ins. and judgments, of 
the generation, kept me i in habital diſtreſs of body 
and dul; my conſtitution. had been altogether un- 


hinged, if ibe Lotd had not held. me up, and given 


me ſome glimples of his countenance, and anlwers 
to my prayers.— After fixen years of ſore trouble, 
my mother died, triumphiog i in Chriſt... Some of, T 
haet laſt; words were, © That nowall her clouds were 
{0 © ſcattered, and. ſhe, had got victory, W er, 
; « evermore, over all her ſpiritual enemies by, 


niece, Who bad much aſſiſted me amidſt my didi 


culties, ſoon after died very pleafanrly, ine 7 
„She was aon, to her father's houſe.” e had, 

d to godlineſs from the fifth year of ber . 
age, and had many delightful t tales 10 tell een , 


. been exercil 


Jeſus Chriſt and his goſpel. | 


| Godchavingthys rendered w7 vabition deſolate,” 
enabled we to ponder his former mixtures. of mer 
c and judgment towards me; and at ' facrament * M 
and other Ocrafions, he gave me ſome noted diſco-. 
Veries of bimſclf in his word, that rendered. it bit. 

5 = to we to return te the Beid of Battle with Satan 
28 2 indwelling luſts. Tbe two next years of bs 

my.1 


produced nothing remarkable in my caſe, 


Hut great trouble of body, Which twice brought we 
to the very gates of death —ſome heart cheering 
5 ſmiles of. the Lord's s countenance, and a deep con- 

cern for the awful ſtate of the church, through the 
| intruſion of the paſtors, the 1 55 erroneous, 


perſons, and the pourivgcontempt v 
 cemonſtrances. Beſides, by means of a fire which 


E: has happened in the houſe where my cloaths Were, 4 
ſome had got my almoſt illegible records of God's 


u all faithful 


dealings Sk. my ſoul, which I; iotended to — 


6 Kept intirely to myſelf, 2d raken incorre& co Res 
| . Gn. Uy „ of this 0 * firef 
ed. 


= 


1 fh. Life of 


4 . Fr fear that eee — 7 ſuffer. on my 
account, that, for fifteen months, Lconld fleep lit- 
ile. But, ar Jaft, the Lord heard my requeſt, and 
gave me the MHeep of his beloved. But, for years 
after, viz. til! 1736 Bene 0p e 0 
write no mare. 

She joined in the Sccefow; de hes b6dy-be cams 
fo frail; and her ſpirits. were ſo. depreſſed with the | 
ſpiritual and other judgments inflicted an the nation, 

| that the never finiſhed an particular detall ee 

Lord's deahiogs with her 3 8 den en 

FE 1 Nr bo von 3H . 2 2 * 7 — 1 

5 : 22 l 0 % 


LEN 


Fs * 1 . : * 5 DR. 
* Son. we . 2 * ” 
, 5 * 8 
; 4 SS» 0 4 * 


i 


Ki, "Wag 2 
hag 7 * 4.4 by 
4 


— — — 


ba 1 * 5 es 
; 9% 
* 


3 
a: Lv 71 TY 
x ws I 5 * 8 
y : G * 5 * 
: [ x 
b WA, a 4 9 
' 
$ 2 be 4% * 
Lg 


* . . Lite of fetjeaaly 1. 8 ET; — | 
time in che Caſtle & £9 Labuyg] By”, YN 
NI OTWITHSTANDING thep action che 


IN chat ſought for my 4 4 John Net of. 
# avghill; furiouſly, and on different occaſions, point» | 
ed their (words or piſtols to my mozher's breaſt, 
threatening to kill her, when with child ot me, in 
A. D. 1666, in order to force her 0 diſcover-him, 
and dragged her through the rooms of dur houſe, 
and our office-houſes, with à burning candle io her 
band, yet 1 was ſafely preſerved in her womb. and 
born in due time, Plal- exxxx. 13.— 16. and Exil. 
5, 6, 1 When about three years of age, I felß idto 
. a naſty. pond. My fiſter, ho was two ee 
faw itanderied. Ny mother came to my relief, a 


My head being turned downwards, much filthy wa- 
ter ran out of me et AMS: neueren whit: the 
_ works, Plalm vii.'2. ERTIES 
Wheo 1 was five years 25 18 1 e conſi- 
| e concern 0 the eternal TOs of my 
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got hold of me as I came up and drew me our: 
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ſoul produced in me, N obſerving a godly-r man in 
his return from my grandmother's Fare lifting vp 
his eyes towards heaven, aud canfing . his lips to 


move and fo I became a volunteer in prayer. 


. 


Alas, my inſenſibility ! that, notwithſtanding the 
pious example and careful inſtruction which Lenjoy- 
_ ed, I was never affected with theſe things till now. 
And, O the advantage of good company | The 
fixth, ſeventh and eighth years of my life were filled 
up with eohvictions of my ſinfulneſs, and melting de- 
dications of myſelf to God, mingled with ſad returns 
to ſuch folly and wickedneſs as my age was capable 
of. Bur God ſtill denied me ſucceſs in finning, and 
then a war berween the fleſn and bpirit commenced | 
in my foul. 8 4 

In 1658, our) houſe was Piotr 3 we ha 
ea ly d winter months in the fields, and yet none. of 
us were worſe z and thoſe who ſpoiled us were ſoon 
much poorer: than ever.” Next year, my father hav-. . 
ing been very active in the ſkirmiſh ät Drumclog, 
his houſe was ſpoiled of about 1 20 bolls of Walt, 5 
meal and corns. All his cattle and furniture were 
carried off, his papers ſeined by the treachery of 
_ (ome. triends, and 3000 merks' fer as a price upon 
his head, and 100 merks upon my mother's and cach 
of us children. But the Lord preſerved us, and 
the Earl of Lowdon, and even ſome that had little 
appearance of religion, befriended us, while our 
neighbours, who Informed reds Us, < came 3 
to outward mier, 

For about two years, POE Lord Mig" us 9 out= . 
= perſecution: but, being from my father's houſe, . 
Ikept bad company, much diſregarded the . 
and ſometimes equivocated in order to eſcape cor- 4 
rection, or to conceal whoſe ſon I was. I reſted in 
the religious duties which I performed, and the 
frames Which 1 felt. I was little affected with the 5 
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When 1 fell under convictions of ſin, I refrained = 
trom, and bewailed my tranſgreſſions, and cove- 


nanted with Gad much in the manner directed by 


Mr. Guthry in his Trial of g Rong intereſt i in Ghrift 


and Allan on converfion.: ., When I broke my cove+ 
nants, I renewed them, again, and at laſt began to 
look on my breaches of 1 e as an evidence that [ 
was in a, mere delufion.— L. got a large view. of my _ 
ſinfulneſs and wickedneſs. F refrained from the 
company of the wicked, and even; of unten- 
der diſputing profeſſors, and turned weary of formal 


covenanting with God. But though I frequented 
the company of truly tender ſaints, I could uſe little 


1 with any of them on my ſpiritual concerns, 
pt my mother. Both day and night I gave my- 
ry to prayer, that Jeſus. Chriſt might be my light 
life; and every thing elſe that L . 3 and nudied 
to examine the true grounds of ſuffering for him, 


in which I was 3 entangled by the diviſions, | 


which took place among the truly godly. . 
In 1682, my younger brother having been ſeve | 


10 2 friend's houſe in my ſtead, the per ecuting/ſol- _ 


diers beſet the houſe, and the people fled. Not- 
withſtanding their dreadful abuſe of him, and threa- 
tening to kilthim, he would by no means open his 
mouth to tell them aoy thing about the perſecuted 7 
remnant. Oh, how nufit would 1 have been to be 
thus tried L One of the ſoldiers having dreſſed him- 


ſelf in women's cloaths, pretending to be our couſian 


come from Ireland to carry us thüher, diſcovered 
where we were. His fellows immediately haſtened 
to apprekend us. About half an hour before tbeyß 
came, my mother had ſeor. me off to my father 5 
the other fide of the moſs. While 1 was runding, I 
found myſelf ſtrongly impreſſed to cry for mere io 


3 | to our family, though I knew-nothiing-of their dan- 
er. I fell down and prayed thrice, od then went 
on running: and praying with all my migbt; aug a 


Was n e to 5 mother andthe other 
8 . 


children 5 
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Ing the 7%. About this time, 
ſelf with theſe queſtions, Am I not finfol, fooliſh, 


children with my father, all in 2 great alarm. They 


* 


had ſpied the enemy about fifteen minutes after I 
was gone, and had fled through the moſs at a diffe- 
rent place. But it grieved us to hear, that the gen · 

tleman, who allowed us the houſe, was imprifoned 


and tortured on our account, and 11 free by tak · 
J exerciſed my · 


ing of heart, deceived by falfe friends, hourly ex- 


_ Poted to death Am I not a remarkable heir of 
_ _ God's wrath, indifpoſed to religious duties, —tbe | 
Chief of finners, &c. ? Do nor I need Jeſus Chriſt 
2s my Saviour for wiſdom, righteoufacſs, ſanctifi- 
-__ eation, and redemption, peace, pardon; direction, 
Preſervation and ſpiritual comfort, 
In 1683, I was apprebended by ſome ſoldiers in 
- an houſe, but marvellouſly delivered. I was foon 
after apprehended by three others, one of whom was 
| extremely ſet upon killing me on the ſpot, but the 


ether twooppoſed it. After they let me go, I con- 
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_einued ſome hours in the place, eee Nate tro 

providences; and what I ought to learo from them. 
Towards the end of this year, my mother and we 
_ehildren reſided in a poor cottage. Being one Sab- 


bath day with my father and his friends worſhipping 


Sod, when I parted from him, and all the way 
home, my heart was overwhelmed with ſorrowful 


preſages. When I came home, my younger broth- 


er was in a fever, and my fifter at the point of death. 


— My mother bleſſed me, and, with great enlarge- 


ment, prayed with us all; and then told me, that 

Ker days were nearan end. As the Lord knew | 
that 1 could not cafily/have parted with her, he caſt 
me into an high fever, which made me almoſt en- 
enz 


Oa the ſecond day after, my mo- 
| and ſo not one of us could help an- 
other. But à gentlewoman coming to viſie us in 
ton, provided us with a ſervant;—Or __ 
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ſoon bellowed. My father hearing of our affliction, 
came and found my mother n. and my ſiſter 


| «© womb, and naked ſhall I return chither, The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away. Ble KR 
46 led he the name of the Lord. Tbe Lord is now 
6 looſing my roots on earth, that I may fall the more 
*« cafily.” His grief for my mother was very great, 
| as ſhe was a woman of mach ſweetneſs, patience, . - 
piety, and. refignation to the will of God —la this 
afflictiye providence, I obſerved the kindneſs of God 


ſelf his righteouſneſs. in cutting of moſt of out 


certainty of human life; the dependence of reco - 
very upon the providence. of God; that the black 
fide of the cloud comes firſt to believers ;—that 


| L obſerved alſo the vanity of 

activity in life, making ſur 
living by faith, and glorifying God. 

After great trouble and manifold firalts, J. ia A. 


but I had little peace or comfort in it, as I had no 
opportun ity of religious conyerſatian, and few of go- 


I. could not hold the judges as legal, nor ſafely ex: 


. 1 the Lhe 9 3 Wh. 3 5 | * 
ah day of her fever my mother died, and my fiſter 


dead. He ſaid, Naked came I out of my mother's | | 


to my mother and ſiſter in taking them home to him- 


diſtinguiſhed enemies before any of us; the un- 5 


world; the need of © 


God's kind o ipotence alone is to be reſted on. 
th intereſt in Chriſt, 0 


D. 1684, got into an outwardly proſperons family; 


ing to religious meetings. A bad woman having 
| Hred the chrate's N Lord's perſecuted * | 
ple were charged with it; and every body within = 
tour miles round was ſummoned to give what in- 
formation they could conceraing it on oath. But as 


poſe my name, I went not. Some friends adviſed. _ 
my father to go to Ireland; but he ſaid, As be had. 
1 © Go in Scotland, he Roald live and die witneſſing 8 
at Ggd's truths and againſt the fins of the K "NY 
FE tion in Scotland, I re ſolved, through grace, 0 
live habitually im preſſod with the immortality of m SY 
low) 18 be N Jealous of 85 — and 4 0 
G2 ts dent 


— 
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dent on the nviſible pad! all oMiciens God. 4 65 
my natural temper was eaſy, to keep cloſe to the 
word of God, as the only rule of my faith and con · 
dus and to love and eſteem every one that a 
peared to have the vital of religion, though their 
| views differed from mine 
Ina 1685, I was tryſted with a variety ab Hewi 
1 85 aud ſmiling providences. The 8 oath was 
violently impoſed; and ſuch as wanted paſſes from 
tte managers of the nation, and ſometimes ſuch as 
dad them, were murdered on the ſpot by the ſoldi- 
ers. As none in the family where I lodged, took 
that oath,' all our names were given up in the liſt 
of rebels. Mr. Peden having preached at our houſe 
from John x. he, at the Lag denounced the judg- 
ment of God againſt the perſon who had informed 
ſidte perſecutors that he was returned from Ireland, 
which we ſoon found a woman had done at that ve - 
time. Within five or ſix days, no leſs than three 
rious ſearches were made by ſome hundreds of 
ſoldiers for bim and his friends. On the firſt day, 
we ran backward and forward about thirty miles, 
vütbout any meat but a drink of milk at Dight— 
of their balls ſhot at us went by my left ear 
Gd took away his hair knot). On the ſecond day, 
being able to run no more, I lay down among the 
| beath.—Oo the third day, being unable to flee, I 
fell down again, and beſought the Lord, either to 
protect me, or qualify me for faithful ſuffering for 
nir cauſe, Claverhouſe's dragoons and highlanders 
fed within piſtol ſhot of me without ever obſerv- 
ing me. While I lay there, in great calmnels of 
1 my friends were, Gm 404 one or” * 
" Now long Alter, I bad ne fovees wen on end, 
| =” one of which I lay in a byre, which the ſoldiers 
| "| 2 while I was . and I was obliged to be 
_— Kade . e — e Thad 
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milk. After the firſt, I had the moſt unutterable 
impreſſions of tlie torments of hell aud of the ex- 
ckllency of Jefus Chrift on my ſpirit. After the 


third,” was much refreſhed by the company of 

ſome very tender, and not cenforious Christians; 
and by a ſermon of Mr. Renwick from Mark xii, 34. 

Vt grieved me to find the divifions and dil-' 


putes of the ſufferers till increaſing;; and thoſe 


who joined Argyle, and others who did not, look- 


ing ſo ſhy upon one another. Theſe contentions did 


waſte much precious time, and ſadly eat out the 


livelineſs of religion. 


þ 
SS & 


After two very narrow eſcapes from our perſecu- 


meeting on Sabbath, in a houſe around which; on 
every tide,” the country was open and plain. Ob- 


ſerving the perſecuting troops at the very next 
houſe, and having no way of eſcape, ſonic were 


much perplexed. My father ſaid, Since there is do 
way of eſcape, let us ſing the ninety- firſt pſalm.— 
We did fo with little or ue fear. The ſoldiers hav- 
ing ſearched the three veighbouriig houſes went 


off without coming near us. On the 7th of Nov. 


my father and three of his fellow-ſufferers having 
ne to compoſe a difference raiſed in a ſociety by a 


turbulent perſon, were apprehended by forty of the #2 
perſecuting ſoldiers, the other three flain, and my — _ 


father ſore ' wounded. © Thad ſuch forrowful pre- 


ſages of his trouble, that'Tcould not eat the bread 


which the ladies Mary and Jane, daughters of the 
Earl of Lowdon, brought me. Being aſked why 


was ſo forrowful, I told them I knew noe, but walt⸗ 
, ed till the Lord ſhould ſend me an interpreter,— 


They then, with bitter weeping, informed me of 


WF the ners, and endeavoured, bot in'vai, to com- 
| fort me. I tetired to the field, and William Wood- 
burn, whoſe brother had been killed, adviſed me 
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to fubmiſſion, as my father and his brother, how- 
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tors, I happesed to be with * father at à ſociety-" 
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1 i Chr rh . 


15 ever walunble; were not too good to ſuffer for Jen. 

ſus Chriſt, This quieted me, and I cried. to the 

Lord for grace to enable my father to be faithful to 
| | the N He was executed Dec. 4th that fame 


From his youth, he had been a cloſe walk- 


ber with God. He alway carried about a Bible with 


him, and was much given to ſecret prayer. He was 


- zealous againſt the leaſt compliance with ſinful de- 


fections from our eavenanted reformation, and had. 
His mind- marvellouſly reconciled to the croſs of 


Christ. Add, though a bold man, he was very ten- 
eee ſhedding the blood of his murderous ene- 


mies, even in ſelf defence. Beſide other ſtrange 
forebodings of his death, he, a few days before he 
was apprehended;* prayed with fuck enlargement as 
amazed all that were preſent, and his very face did 
ſhine Nine of bis near relations eie ſented the. teſe. 
| Limony of Chrilt with their blood. 

'Theiwhole year was filled up to my vets "with. | 
ume and ſmiles,” frowns: and kiſſes from Chriſt, | 
by türns. In the remembrance of theſe, I charge 
thee, O my ſoul, to preſs after the knowledge of 


5 God, in ihe face of Jeſus Chriſt, to ſeareh into the 


iüntrinſie worth of religion, to admire the wiſe diſ- 
poſal of God's proridence, io a bound in ſelf des 
nial, to mouru over the deſolations of Zion, and 
ide diviſions among the godly;z==to walk py God's. 
Word as my rule; to employ Chriſt; tagch ; to 
remember the ſhortneſs of my life, and the vanity 


bf all worldly thiogs and to praiſe God for his 


mercies.— The divigions of our ſufferers ſtill lay 
very heavy on my heart; and as I had opportunity 
1 jntreated them to cordial agrerment, repreſenting 
to them, that we ought; with eſpecial earneſtneſs, 
to fearch out our own fins ; that the Lord had giv- 
es ſo very different capacities to men, that they could 
not take up every thing in the fame light; that the 


* Moriclenices of God toward us, his wrath gone out 


Ks 85 n and eren a the niir of 0 our eee, and. | 
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© © inthe Life of James Witt.” ? 
jed us to the moſt fervent and united love among 
ourſelves. I repreſented to them the advantages of 
harmony, and the hurt of diſfeaſian, Rom, xi; 
ie; ; Rvi - 217 Cor. 7; ii. Phil. ii 3 lit ; iv. | 
5 Eph. iv. Me e Eons tte; n Gat 


In 1686, I joined in a fociety with other ſix, 1 


RAS * * 
” _ 5 — : . * 


ſome of whom were for offenſive arms; znd'two - f 
of them, to my great grief, uſed them againft our 
perſecutors. I therefore left that place, and joined k 
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oe. Me Guthry's Trial of a ſaving intereft in Chriſt; ſome 4 
f ot bis ſermons in writ,, Mr. Gray's ſermons, and I 


** 


d N e 


„ '0 Mat ww La Ct 8 © » [ 5 
„ „ ae 
. By A „5 Ys 8 


— 
2 — n 8 
— Ono 
* gw = * 5 


der ſufferings, and are greatly {ſupported and 'eoms 
forted by God in that condition. In reading the 
four goſpels, I was led ont to admire the-manifold 
wonders of the work of redemption... By reading 


way home from our meœeting, we were fuddenly ſure 


prized with a great light about us. I cried to the 


Lord to give us ſaving illumination, but oo deluſi- 
on: upon which it immediately diſappeared. Af- 
ter this, I renewed; my ſolemn covenant with God 
in a dependence. on Chriſt. I read much on the 


the ſpecches of dying martyrt, I was much refreſhed- 


I meditated much on the perfections, purpoles and 
works of God, eſpecially that ot redemption, I re- 


ſolved on prayer, reading and hearing of God's 


word; taking up of the croſs; deliberating well be- 
fore I acted; conſulting the ſeripture io order 4 


know my duty in every particular caſe ; and to ſtudy, 


providenge:of GM. Yorpebns 


like Moles, Gideon, Boax, and David, to follom the 


Ila 1685, Ilived in a remote corner known to few. 

I obſerved that the world was far worſe than Thad 
thought it. I found the ſtirtings of corruption vio- 

lent in my own ſoul. I therefore took a humbling 

view of the falls of ſaints recurded iu ſeripture = 

| faw the neceflity. af myiconſulting / God in every 

thing ; and if he hide himſelf, — that I ought to ju 
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inzimacy with God. They 
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_ upright; meek, bold, 2 5 Aely 40. 

Christians or miniſterb chat F ever met wii 

| Indeed, our faithful fuffprers twee K. 

and 1688. were zehlout for the truths ati 

Chriſt, —upright! according to ie ws, 

and ſerious. much give huts * g 5 
coinpaſionate even toward! theip ene 

, They: ſpear euch of their dine ind fel xent᷑ prayer, 


twenty four hours, err eres 
They provoked one another 
works! They! fi | 


experiences ce euch other 4 | 
unden any ſpiriinaldamp, th ; | 
in hiaibelia]s, eden AP was turneEinto' 
very beſtamong thee. They A rr nd red 
| thamiſelyondo-ſuMufor theetoth Ae the Lfd. 
pleaſad. T g -Had mitch faufffiar falgwihiphvnk” | 
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fo fully avoided almoſt all mention of our public 
defections; and others made them too much the 
matter of their diſcourſes. When there was a 
ſtrict ſearch made for arms, I greatly dreaded, that 
a Popiſh maſſacre was intended by our eourt, an 
care] cried to the Lord for his merciful i IDterpoe 
fal, When God, by the prince of Orange, deli- 
vere us from perſecution and tyranny, I ſtrongly 
hoped. to ſee our covenanted reformation revived, as 
between 1638 and 1650; but was greatly diſap · 
pointed. The ſteps of reformation in that period 
were overlooked. We had but one day of general 
faſting for all the ſins of the former period of awful 
apoſtacy. There was no public covenanting with 
God, and no proſecution of the murderers of the 
Lord's people. Nay, many of them were employ- 


| ed as ruling. elders in the church. The moſt of 


thoſe, who bore rule in the ſtate or army, were ma- 
nifeſt enemies to the work of God. The reparation 
of damages ſuffered i in the perſecuting period was 
very partially managed: and ſuch as had ſuffered 
moſt, were moſt ſlighted and overlooked. Theſe. 
and the like things — me, for a time, join with 
thoſe that declined to hold communion with the e- 
ſtabliſhed church. But their exceſſive inclination 
to diſputing ga public matters: and ta ceuſure Every. 
one that differed from them iu the leaſt 'paotilio, 
their. excluding from their ſociety all ſuch as did, 
in any reſpect, ſubmit to the civil government, or 
hear any miniſter, however zealous for a covenant». 
ed reformation, i in the eſtabliſhment, and their pre- 
cipitant publiſhing of. their Declaration againſt K. 
William's authority, made me withdraw from them, 
at the expence of incurring: a load e u re- 
proach at their hand. 
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After living by myſelf for forms oY ge) b 4 


ing ſome meaſure of-feltowſhip with God, my friends.» > 

perſuaded me to hear at a ſacramental occaſion in 

dur 9 A * — firſt ſer - 
H mone 
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33 Practical Chriftianity exemplified, 
mons under the\powert mwhct*prejudice, I reaped 
| no:benebs by! them/1oBurdt laſt Mr. ohn Ander- 
| ſon bf Weſt Calder peach edi from Rv. Xxu0 14. ·-toůB0 
my great ſatis faction and ſpi rituabediſication. This 
made me {ce:tharahe unſucdefsfulnefs of ferinons is | 
thargeable on the hrarersas well at an the peheh- 


ers, and enconraged! che ta join the eſtahlithad 


church. I did nor peo YE“ che means of grace 
2s during our perſecution}; bat hat heard, help- 
ed me to reflect wil pen ſurr og) y paſt cxpetien- 
ces. Notwithſtabding mange dad decays, I fell un- 
der no conſiderable dampf little before the 
death of ing William io!11902;: but enjoyed gaſpel ! 
_ ordinances? clearly diſpenſed and atten ded with 
_ eonfiderable power. I found much ſweetneſs! in | 
weekly repeating the Shorter Catechiſm; and imme- | 


|. Sitating onthe ſcripture.” I particuls rly.. pondered 


iy wy wind, That agreeable friends» muſtbe-ulcd 
= ſubmiflion to God's diſpofing will: that no crea- 
ture can either afflict or comfort me; but as God or · 


gers that ſueceſs in iv. ig a dreadful plague;) chat 


- 


it is a Wrathful fign when God leaves men ita con- 
fult with their own corrbpt heart, or wich dle ſu and 
lood ; that diſcovery of wants is a great mercy; 
asd ought to lead us out, not to quarreling with, 
due eg tion b z how Hifffcult it is 

t love Chriſt for himſelf ; that my whole ſtock is 


gtcady provokes the Lord to bide bimſelf from me; 
_ that great remains of atheifſmz unbelief, and hypo- 


laved ; that the Lord cauſeth his people pafs under 
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«GE . ae the Life of, Fo 27 
en 10 heir ay to the hoſom ob hid d 3 
hat! ought to be more and undo of the 


-vaity. of cteatüres at their-comfort cannot reach 
the lgrave and d rely on God alone us my 
all-ſufſiciest ſtay: and foundation of hope through 
anliegen the:fceret place of the 
Moſt High is a goodlynchenmagedaGod is infinite, 
and can only ſatiffy my ſank ; and being withour 
cauſe binifelf, di ſpofethi all things to his on glo- 
47 how amazing is the ocoveriant' of grace f 
how amazing the-whole:| plan of redemprion; and 
all the work of Cdirifiipricginnd efpeciatly' his death, 
in which the/bledmivegs:of redeeming love for men, 
for me -O my ſ6ul; cecome re l dee 
Dome wonder and drink Zis 
Fhe queſtions by which I ſtudied taexamine mf 
delt were Do: alway ſtudy to aim at the glory of 
God, and to reſiſt ſim 2-Am 1 thoroughly convid- 
cediof-my. DE rfuaded that Jes 
ſos Chriſt: is wyb oh¹ðSiͤaů, alk-ſufficiect 1 


him au öffered t me in the goſpel 2 
to haue him for my Lord as well abies ag Begenlf 
acti ſeeking to he an unparalleled debtor to the free 
grace of Gold in Him ? Do Ti improve 'Fefas Chriſt iu 
all his offices for inſiructton, pardon: and acdep- 
tande ? Do ſtudy Godis verde an order! td be con- 
vinteck of my ſin. and directed in ur duty, Dot 
endeavour! to enio GD preſence i al bene 
nageed 2 Am I, im mz reſolutiod, a martyr: for his 
truthe n Am I given to: prayer forſtbe def | 
of unbelief cleaving tm doubt vpireventiog of 
my fears; and ſuppy of mp:wants p L take heed. 
tet61 fall, when I think P Had: Dol labour tc 
glotify arkidingras well as a ſtoiſing Hd? DO 
take thecheam out of mine an ef before reprove 
others?! Do I hate che vices of the,oricked) While 
love their perſoos?- Do 1:habimiallyabtior: myſelf on 
&count of fig” ? Aml earneſtly endeavouring to 
| : 2: „ have 


60 Practical Chriftianity exemplified, 
\*. haye my en of beart ſubdued, andamy; ſoul 
monlded inthe covenant of grace ? Am, Lprepasing | 

 Fbrdeath, judgment, and Sen Do I ſiudy ſub- 
; miſſion to my lot, Abd an . univerſal-gbegigence, to | 

God's law ?'DoT. 1 live, as in God 's ſigbtꝰ And am I 

1 7 7 75 concerned d for dh X Qi; his. church r 
c ter near thirty y ig Stet God's 7275 with my 
{6u}; I fell joto a mt [ 7 u | depth. inward. af- 
Kiction. God hid 1 It from me; Satan roared 
againſt me; my indwell} ling 5 prevailed agd:rag- 

did; my plagues of eise desde, mpenitence, 
Ke. abounded ; and all for a long time. Horrid 
1 = i nga e aa pets amy 


a 


0-2 Gregg 55 4 l with . 0 of. Cod.“ 1 id 

| AHeſther bewail 110 condition, nor take plea 
Had any heard t E muttering of my lips, they would 
"Have «thought. me mad; and yet the agitation of 


. 3 25 exceeded. often proteſled dor I 


#209 his angels witneſs, That m ming Was 1 
unt ry. I flept litt and even ik hen was terrifi- 
1 e e Keine, I could ſcarcely either er | 
| link; The wrath'of God flaſhedip,y dean me. from 
. every nirth, Wb ile as ready #9. fink under this 

*hardenin pg Botror, that wor 8 Ge Be 
finland Enow that T am 7255 Was impreſted an 
aN mind. This eocburaged, me to NN, fer irelief; | 


aud f Jaw "1 a There * 701 bb of 1 Os 
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dor meiame e e Jauch in- 
t ry Talvation would be an;unparal- 
£77 23.5 144 4 


3K684T'tRought n ation would be an unparal- 
| Kirchhoff hisfoyercign mercy and love. Aud. 
thooghFtad=19'5oy and peace in believing, yet-E | 
bst caſe enamineff and bemoancd.—ln inexpreſ- 
fible agony” of ſpirit,” I cried out, Lord, if I muſt 
_ Aſſet for ever! ahn tax" om me that crowning 
judgment of an'gterna ag eflity of ſinning O lex + 
| Ra AAE NET and, repine againſt thy will! 
Ah |—fhall T'for'6ver ſin againſt. thee, ſo holy, + 
fothefeiful'an@ righteous a, God !-—Oh ! cut rwe 
- oro from the ocean of eternal love! Oh!! 
What wilt thou de for thy great name's ſake. |—— ; 
Ghei maghify thy peil fections in me 1—1 faint,.— . 
fink periſh, uote thou ſpeedily help me. - B.- 
 ihol$ how this Aecurſed intruder, Satan; vomits his 
Haferait polſon into my heart — Lord, rebuke . 


— 


Iovffowardsame, Leven poor me! 


K — 5 5 ; 


iv Pbonſidered. that 1 was fallen from the fight of IE 


” 4 : * 


thy infereſtin' Chriſt, and from my delight ia G. 
favs that I had procured this diſtreſs to myſelf by - 


„ „% * 
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= 
aß and Hus of ybuth' —in the want gf due car- 

\ neftbbls in prayer Lin a legal attachment to, and- 
7Mpendence on my. qualifications and works, and 


g \ J p_—_ 0 J 4 | 
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8 — Gir tun a 
not duly- pondering the extent a ad rhea of - 
God's law ;—in not duly obſerving his providebces; 
andi in Rumbliog at the proſperity of the wicked. 
I therefore poured out my heart to God, and ear. 
neſtly pled the fulfilment of his promiſes ſuited: to 
my caſe -I reſolved to avoid all ſullen pondering 
5 on my diſtreſſes ;—all diſputing with Satan, except 
by ſcripture alone —all fainting under my trouble: 
Q and to endeavour occupying of myſelf in admira- 
tion of God's ſovereigu grace. and im faith in Chriſts 
love and promiſes of ſin · ſubduing grace and ſoul- 
_cleanfing influence —I endeavoured to meditate on 
the perfections of God as repreſented in ſcripture, 
ad on the gracious plan of ſalvation manifeſted in 
the goſpel, —on the revelations of Chriſt in the dif- 
ferent periods of bis church, add on the marvellous 
imerpoſals of God's providence for his faines in their 
extremities, Gen. 413 z vii; xi; Axl; Aki; xxRIi; 
XI; Kli. Exod. ii. &c. all along to Eſth. à.— and to 
confider what Chriſt did for the woman of Samaria, 
the thief on the crofs, Paul, c. What he endur - 
for us, and with what cheerfulneſs and ſubinifli- 
n, —and how he ſympathizeth wih us; and 1 
all theſe things as reaſons agaiuſt fainting 
under my trouble. — I fon much ſweetneſs in 
ſuch exerciſes; but flaſhes of God's wrath, fits of 
FSaoful plagues, and fiery darts of: Satan returned 
upon me, and ſometimes drave me from all exerciſe 
ol doc ia ybich I could expect to meet with relief. 
Ar ſength the Lord, in a calm manner, made 
theſe: words Heb- viii. 11, 12. All ſhall know me 
from the leaſt to the greateſt: fot A will be mer - 
2 ciful unte their unrightebouſaeſs, add their fins 
4% and their iniquities will l remember no more,” 
come with foch life and power into my foul, as 
looſed all my bands, and filled me with joy, cou - 
rage, and praiſe to him that had caſt me into the 


TO that * might flee to himſelf * ente 5 
: J . 


* "I 
„ : 
| 5 i 


"4 inthe Life of James Met. e 
; Daring my above mentioned year of diſtreſs; and 
after ſome preſages of it on my {piric, king William 
died. which was exceeding. heavy to me, as I ſaw_ 
we had finned away his life hy depiling hiw. But 
the Lord, by impreffing on my heart the following 
/ ſerintures, Fladen xc. and xcvij. 1% 2. and cx. 
7. Ezek. Xxi. 27. Iſa- xxx. 18, taugbt me, that I 
ought to truſt in no man; that God will never want 
inſtruments to carry on his work, part of it by one, + 
and part of it by another; and that he can do ie 
by bimlell, without any inſtcument, if he pleaſeth; 
Een after my above mentioned deliverance, the 
Lord kept me in his furnace, and delivered me in 
it. He thus taught me to adhere cloſely. 10 Jeſus 
Chriſt, to believe and diſcern, that affflictions draw 
me nearer to him 3 te improve every one as an ex- 
eitement to fly under the covert of his blood, and 
to maintain honourable thoughts of God under 
them all. My ſuperiors found it neceſfary to put 
me into a poſt of exceſſive toil. I had much fellow - 
ſhip with God in it, but contracted a bodily indiſ- 
en which all that my phyſicians could do but 
tended to inereaſe. l cried to the Lord for an out- 
gate, and had theſe ſcriptures whiſpered by him in- 
to my heart, Plalm xlvi. 10. Be till, and know 
*« that I am God Gen, xv x. * Fear not, L am 
0 thy ſhield and. thy exceeding great reward,” and 
XXXii. 9; 12. % will, deal well with thee TI mill; 5 
t ſurely do.thee good. Heb, xiii. 5. * 1 willgexer 
„leave thee nor forlake thee#??—L was now depried 
of the ſenũble manifeſtations oß God's love more 
than ever I bad been before, excepting the year of 
my dreadful affliction. But I as enabled A0 lige he | 
faith on ſuch words of God as Iſa. xxkvi. 4. Truſt 
* in the Lord: for ever for in the Lord: Fehovab 
9855 is everlaſtiag ſtnength. ” N lalm lv. a2. THe + 5 Caſt 
thy burden on the, Lord e ke (hall faltain. 
”  theed'c.. 4143 0 * Le, 15 i en Ming 
1 tlas: 3 Fair 5 9 0 1 4 Mean- | 


6 DPrafiical chriſianity exemplified, 
_ Meanwhile, theſe ſcriptures, Plalm XXII. t9, 20. 


0 how great is thy goodneſs, which thou haſt 
laid up for them that fear thee ; which thou haſt 


ec wrought for them that truſt in thee, before the 


« {ons of men ! Thou ſhalt hide them in the ſecret 
« of thy preſence, from the pride of man: thou 


4 ſhalt keep them ſecretly in a pavilion from the 
e ſtrife of tongues.” and ix. 18. The needy ſhall 


. not alway: be forgotten: the expectation of the 


e poor ſhall not periſh for ever.” and xii. 5. ©* For 


41 the opprefſion of the poor, for the ſighing of the 
4 needy,” now will T arife, faith the Lord: Twill 


et ſet him in ſafety from him that puffeth at him :” 


were ſtrongly borne home on my mind. I was then 
impreſſed with fears of coming reproach which was 
a burden I could not eaſily bear.—The ſtorm ſoon | 
broke. Some, who pretended to be my beſt friends, 
ſpread malicious falſehoods concerning me, in or- 
der to deprive me of my outward ſubſiſtence, and 
draw ſome of my ſuperiors to their fide, 'But the 
Lord helped me to live by fajth :—he diſcovered to 


he made me ſee much of the vanity of creatures, 
and that my eminently ſweet enjoyments were to be 


mingled with ſtrong bitters: he taught me that 1 
muſt be denied to my reputation; and that inno- 
cence was no ſure defence againſt calumny and en- 


vy. He refreſhed wy ſoul by Pſal. xlvi. 1, 2. God 


u our refuge and our ſtrength ; a very preſent | 
4 help in trouble. God is in the midſt of her, ſhe 
« ſhall not be moved. God ſhall help her, and | 
_ © that right early.” and by Pſalm xzxxiii. 10. and 
 Xxxiv. 19. and Ixxvi. 10, and cxxiv. 8. Job v. 17, 
19. He cut off ſome of my enemies by death, 
and cohvinced three of them of rhe ſinfulneſs of 
their conduct. He ſtirred up Colonel Gardiner, 
Provoſt Drummond, and ſeveral other perſons of 
rank to —_— my. cauſe. He alſo refreſhed my 


ſoul by vifits from Meſſrs, Brown, Davidſon, Ebe- 


7 1 
1 
8 * hs - 
: \ 
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"0 inthe Aale of Fa 
nezer Erſkine, Gabriel ie add ſundry. oiber 


miniſters. ier ah. 4 


Aftes bad, Far. $opernl. years. corflifted Sith b 


mas, rheumarims, and pally, L was ſeied by an 


additional troub/eoh which: my phyficians thonght . 


it impoff bie: for n recover or live. Tet, abaut 


twen Five don oh was able to walk about. On 


the went ixſhy my aſthma, rheumatiſm and n 
returned an H“ more violence than ever, which - 
encquraged min epcmies: againſt me. Amidſt + 
perplexitys Igried to the Lord. and was comforte 
by his anſwer, That my ſickneſs was not unto death, 
bk to the glory of God, John ix. 1, 23 theres 


| fore.conlidered.bow my «fflQon could tend to bis 0 


be and uhat the Lord intended to teach me: by... 
is. diverſißed provide nees, as, that he can ſmile. og-- 


frown, and do to me what he Ppleaſeth ; And that 
though he afflict me, 1 ought- to go no where elle,1. 1 
far „ that. L, myſt 1 5 be obedient and, 


cchared 40 his Will. ol 
While 
als, Saran. was permitted io buffet me with 4, mutig, 


t 


tude of.temptations; a5 (1) That my day of . 
aide ANS w. Satan knoweth not the pups 5 | 
d, nor cominuance of. his grace, DOE MY ne, 


me t, therefore. [hold: bim a lia, and 8 


$0. the all-ſuliciency of God 1 5 Mn, by 3 


That; back a 1 Fhvk heart, - ANSW-.bhavgatt 
more need f.God's,grace to create A = he 100 
me.z and. i, beiske myſelf to Jeſus. Chriſt For, Ly 
from my Wicked ones 63 ) Thasl, had;no willh 


ſtrength to return. to God, e 19 8 1 5 1 


but Jeſus Obriſt bath promiſed and: He P 


form all things in me. (4.) Thatd. faite ad Frets * 
ee Sel 5 


done ANW. Ilamegt my wicke and. 
to the. almighty Saviour for relie 7 40 . * 
heart was füll of atheiſm and obduy racy 3 4 
THY Ore! it. Ly N will ory. 1 more ee wo = 


Miſßet. x 65 ; 
% ry * 1 * 


le Was Riding to prepare: 9 0 Ffurthes trie J 


pe 
3 - 
2 | N 


/ 


id... Patras ) een, 
w. chrin to give me n new heart, according to bis 


ä 4 vin reality, and I now, in darkneſs, 1 will wait for 
the ord, Pal. ii. 12. 12 ix. IB. and cxl. 12. Iſa. 
XX. 18. (7. bat 1 was an hypoerite, and rec- 
Kkoned ſuch by met. Axsw. Satan's teſtimony 
aud men's eftimatre are linle worth; but 1 a appeal to 


"mile, (G.) That all my comforts were deluſive. 
NSW. I was once put beyond all doubt of their ſa- 


\ God, and wait till be clear u 5 all my doubts. 48.) 
| That 1 was an unparaflef ed aner. Ans W. Alas, 
too true! but 1 will” dle more earneſtly cleave to 
the exalted, the unparalleſed Saviour. (9.) That 
my afflictions were a proof of the Lord's hating me, 
Axs v. No: for whom the Lord loveth he chaſten- 
eth, even as a father the ſon in whom he deligbtetb, ; 
Prov. iii. 12, Heb. xii. 6, Rey. iii. 19. Abd bleſ. 
fed is the man whom he. chaſteneth, and maketh to 
learn his law, Pfal. xciv. 12. He afflicheth me for 
ed eods. (10) That i koew not my proper do · 
"xy in my trouble, and diſhonoured God in it, — 

Ans. Too true; but 1 Will apply to Jeſus Chriſt 
for ioftruRion, nd for 1 ardon of theſe diſho- 


55 5 © pours. done to God. Feed ehe cobtradicts 


the promiſes with refp 2 61th ce. 'Answ., Oaly in 
appearance, and Weite will plead the promiſes 
With more faith ang fervency.” 112.) T he 9 


Are not fulfilled to thee. Answ. Let me be 


8 ſuaded of them aud embrace them, though 1% 10 


Chriſt is a Saviour fü 


receive them, And if I do not receive them in their 
| Hreral, ler me fy and bope for their ſpiritual ac- 


2 compli! ment. 13.) That I \ Was veyer elected by | 


Dod. Anasw. * 
an's hand 10 inform kim whole names are there. 


5 Be book of life was never in 8a | 


levealed things 8 e me; and 1 am fore that 


EE this: ground I flee to him. *(r4.) ThatT i was much 
| inclined to leck after happineſs by the covenant of 


5 works, Ans w. It is true; but 1 flee to Jeſus 


Krit 0 e "me ny of As a4b7 to tri * "a 


e the Life of lm Niſbet, ” oy 
c all my ſelf-rightcouſneſs, aod make me degg 80 
the law. (i 5.) That, I often ſlighted comman 


8 . 


\ 


2 4 2 
duties. Ans w. True; but I will confeſs my fins, 


I # 


and ry to Jeſus Chriſt for help and direction in 
the time to come. {16 ) That nevet a faint of God 1 
had been afflicted as 1 had been. Aus w. Jacob, Jo- | 
ſeph, Moſes, David, Heman, and eſpecially Jeſus Chriſt 
had been as afflicted as I, and the laſt much more, 
though God's only beggizen San, (1 That as 1 
| had waited 10 long in the dark to nd purpole, it 
would be beſt for me naw to give it over. ANS W. 
I have often taſted of the Lord's goodneſs; and hig 

| love is unchangeable ; and ſo I will wait for him, 

| (18.) But my clouds were ſtill growing darker, and 
my caſe more confuſed. Aus W. The darkneſs of 
God's people is often greateſt juſt before their deli - » 
verance; and therefore I will wait God's time and ; 
pleaſure. (19) That I was in inextricable diffiicule 
ties. Aus W-. No. It is all one to the Lord to 

„ ſave by many or by few; or ſuch as have no 

| © power.” 2 Chron. xiv. 11. He waits that he may 

be gracious, and is exalted that he may ſhew mer- 

* cy. . He'is a God of judgment: bleſſed; are all 

<* they that wait for him,” Iſa, xxx. 18 and HRV. 4. 
«© Though the viſion tarry, wait for it; for at the 
t end it will ſpeak, and will not tarry, Hab. tk 34. 
120.) That all my obedience to the law of God was 


< 


* 5 


E 


{laviſh and mercenery; and that I Knew not the 
right motives of duty. AN SW. I do know that 1 
ſhould perform duties in order to glorify God, teſti- 
. fy my love to him, diſtipguiſh myſelf from the world. 
&e. and I will cry to Jeſus Chriſt to cnable me to 
the obedience of faith. (21.) That God. did not 
regard and reward my. obedience. AnSW- I obe 
God, not to procure benefits to myſelf, but to glo- 
rity him. (22.) That afflictions could never amend. 
me. Ans w. But God can amend me by them. 
(23.) That 1 was in danger of periſhiog for want 
of daily bread. Axs w. God that feeds the ravens, 
/%%ͤ ⁰ de apron La 


by 5 0 N 
1 » 
* , 


b Chi leu ane 


Aſt never ſtarve his own child; and ib ud. bere 
I em, Tet him do what febmeth him good, 24.) 
That my wants would make tue way of ihe Lord 
evil ſpoken of. Axsw. Tf God keep me in the way 
of my duty, he is alſo engaged to maintain the ho- 
' Dour of his own name. (25) That my friends 
would look down upon me in my poverty and want. 


Ans If the Lord continue his favour, it is weil: 
- Ifhall quickly j oin the church triumphant, who will 


Join with. me, and ſmile on me. (26) That my 
name was already much wounded,” and my ſpirit 
thereby ſtinged. Answ. I will bear the indignati- 
on of the Lord becauſe I have ſinned” #galuſt him, 
77 Kelp he plead my cauſe and execute judgment for 
| he will bring me forth to the light, and I ſhall 
: behold his righteoyfneſs Let me be ſwallowed v2 | 
| in delight and love to the matchleſs Saviour. (27.) 
That I did not forgive my enemies. Axs W I for- 
give them fo as I would do them no hurt, but all 
. the good that lies in my power. I pray for them, 
_ and delight to do ſo. (28.) That L had often ſtum- 
pled at the proſperity of the wicked, and the afflic- 
tions of ihe godly.” Ans w. I have indeed too often 
flumbled in this manner, through my not copfider- 
_ fog the reaſons of ſuch diſpenfations : but this was | 
not becauſe T hated the wicked. (29.) That my 
having lain ſo long in trouble; manifeſted that there 
was no God to hear or deliver me. Ans w. Oh, vile 
falſhood I his glorious works of eres tion and provi. 
3 elpecially 1 bis word, plainly manifeſt che 
contrary. e 
When was under tele buiſetiogs of 05 
bs W wits, were often racked, my vgaſon weakened, 
I could not hearken to that which was ſaid to me 
ia converſation, and 1 longed for death. At otber 
times, the Lord pitied and ſupported me. I ob- 
ſerved that as Satan improved a ſeaſon of Linning, 
e en threatened Poverty: aud felt 
RN 2 5 9 
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5 inthe Life of Fanies' I het. 0 
reprosch, in order to tempt me ; ſo he took op- | 
portunity to enthral me, when I neglected to be 
 watchful;—when I pored on my miſeries, and did 
not look 10 Jeſus Chriſt ;—when 1 dallied with 
temptation, and made ſenſe the rule of my duty; 
—wheno I looked too much to the inſtruments of 
my trouble, and did not humble myſelf before God. 
Under my manifold. afflictions, I learned, | 
Thar i it is my duty to make much uſe of Jeſus Chriſt 
and bis fulneſs, and to meditate on him ;—and to 
cry to God to conform my exerciſes to my lot. I 
told my caſe to very few, and complained to none. 
I ſearched the ſcripture for direction, I ſtudied to 
learn a life of faith. I forbore converling about 
temporal concerns, and ſtudied ſpirituality about 
the inſide of religion. Nevertheleſs. my troubles 
made me ſome what fretful in my temper, full of 
groundleſs jealouſies, much incapable to reſiſt finful 
motions, aud uncircumſpect i in my. words and 2 
"ne but eſpecially in my thoughts. 
Directed. by God, and contrary to the opinion of 
40 prigcipal phyſician, I, by letting blood, Fecovera 
ed my:judgment, which had been exceedingly we- 
kened by the palſy. God made me to rejoice in my 
hot furnace During my afflictions, Satan often 
ſtrongly luggeſted, that the {criptures, which had 
directed or comforted me, were 10 ch as I had no in- 
tereſt in, and were ſpoken by him to me. But God 
| 1 home theſe three, Ila. xl. 8. The word of. 
our God ſhall ſtand for ever.” Mat. v. 18. „Till 
10 heaven and earth paſs away, one jot or tittle hal! 
1 id no wile paſs from the law till all be fulfilled.” 
and Luke xvi. 17, with ſuch power and life as ten- 
died to confirm all the reſt, I 6xcd on the following 
marks of impreſſions of ſcripture: |, (1.) If, at con - 
verſion, ſcriptures tend to awaken, and convince, 
and then to reveal, Jeſus Chciſt, the impreſſion is 
from God: but if it tend to encourage floth ad 
elf, } it ĩs from Satan. (2. ) It ſex: W . in 


. "OF DAE. 


- 


So Pei hit 1 N 
pProſpority lead out to delight in God bioſels, nnd 
and to kolinefs, the impreſſion is from God: but if 
it tend to encourage pride and reſting en | worldly | 
_ enjoyments, or uſing them as motives to untender - 
nels of converſation, it is from Satan- (3.) When 
Satan ſuggeſts ſcriptures in adverfity, the impreſſion 
confounds, diſcourageth, and drives them away 

ftom God; but when the Spirit of God ſuggeſſs 
1 them they tend to humble and compoſe the Seoul, 
and to make them juſtify God, and draw near to 
him. (4 Whes Satan ſuggeſis ſeriptures while 
one is praying for mercies to himſelf, the church, 
or his particular friends, the impreffion leads to de · 
nd on inſtruments. and wo. fret if the mercy be 
delayed, or doth not come in the expected channel: 
but when. the Spixit of God luggeſts them, they tend 
encourage and enlarge the heart in prayer for them, 
to lock above means, and to a reſignation with 
reſpect to the ſeaſon, and form. of Oey ve: 
. A 
Since. Ye 4s fo active . cunning, I ought ” 
fear and walk humbly with my God : and te ſtudy 
that: all my requeſts be according to God's will —4 
preſented to Him from right principles and motives, 
1 0 2 right manner, and to a right end.—I ought ne- 
| ver to expect too much of temporal things, or too 
oo little of ſpiritual. I ought to  be'eminently active, 
3 yet depend wholly on God's free grace and fa. 
vou. I cannot get too much grace, nor reſt too 
little on what I have received. I cannot expect too 
little from creatures, or too much from 60d. —— 
When I am like to faiat, JLought to look with e 
eye to former experiences, and ar he other to 
| - Jeſus Chriſt, as my all in all. I cannot obtain too 
=: mych fellowſhip with Gud, nor 3 it too ten- 
1 . or carry too bumbly under .... 
* _ _  _ God ſtill continuing me in the Raped 15 ap 
beaded that he was auſwering my prayers with x4 
3 ribie * in — 1 therefore; upon the 


moſt 


Pg 


She Th. BB YT 
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R 


ay th Ei Nas Me, 37 


moſt W copſideration, Judged. it to he my 
duty to cximine thoroughly, Whether he had be · 


ſtowed upon me the one thing need ful: Abd if fo; 
to confider much what I am and ſhalt be in Chriſt 


to pray "earneſtly for more grace to blies God 
for denying the fncceſs in n to remember that 


ſad trials ofteo ſucceed remarkable manifeftations, 


and that Jelus Choiſt continually intercceds for the 


welfare of his people and never rafhly to con- 


clude any thing terrible, till 1 fee the end of it. as 
2 like things are often the beſt means of briog- 
forth gogd, and fulfilling” promiſes z but to 


beach ont and bewail my ſios, pray for much grace 
to carry under the dilpenfation,—and remember, 


that Chtiſt, who went to the crown by end uring the 
croſs, ympathizerh with we. I ought alſo ta ſcon · 
fider, that theſe terrible things are means of exer- 
cifing my graces till the deliverance come; and that 
the ſcripture muüſt. be Tefemieul in wy Toning with 


fler y t 
1 a wy eight Years of fort „ | 


non, I, ig many. rematkable' inftances, found the 


Lord to be a Hearer of prayer, as well as 3 reteal- 
er of His ſecrets to ſuch” as fear him. Wen in 
A. D 1 is and 1719, we were threatened/with an 
jiavafion of Swedes id 7 Sorta, of French in Eug- 
| land, aud of "Spaniards in 'Feland, I, with great 
earneſiveſs. aud freedom, Weellled with the Lord 
for our protection, and had thefe ſeriptures, Palm Eo 
'XXxiit. 95 10 16. and wlvi. 10. Fa. li, $, Mic. vii. 


18. imprelſed on my mind; Accordingly, all their 


deſigus were fruſttated.— When the plague: raged in 


France, 1728 aud 1721, I cried to the Lord in fa- 


vour of theke Tands, and was anſwered by Ia, xxx! 
18. Acts x. 4. When 'Teried ro him with reſpect 
to the drcalful <confufions occationed* by the _ 
tax aud other threatening. appearances in 1925, 1 
was anſwered by Ha. viii. 8 While my ebemies 
8 were Oy Ry againſt me, and ſome of my 


friends . 


— 


* 1 examplifed 
friends, e TSA lp it by lovg Bxed 


Ec impre fete e and Pedy. xxvi. 25 When 


je ilch rtr esd Aged frqm 
1 Sies 1 8 *bytPlalimeaxci- 7. and cxxiv. 


1 

0 | 8 73% 5 v4 bf So lex 0 Prov. NXvi. 
22 Rom . 5 „ "Whewdoo1 746; we were threa- 
200 


"with 3 com tion oftbe:Ryſſians, Spaniards, 

and: 2 5 of Germany again us I cried to the 
Lord 10 No rate cer i{drfigns, and after long fl 

5 lence was 'anfwert@'with'Pſ al! wxxints 10. -And-lxxvi. 

F. 12. and. Ovi ge and xen 8H Job v. 12. power - 
8 fully imprefſed. on my mind. In all tbeſe and oth» 
er 1 5 the Events Were perfectiy 'anſwerable to the 
tures'impi . YEW Ts TEN; 

Ws When 1 prayed. RE my particular Friends, 1 did 
not 1 0 receſte my anſwers from the Lord i ing the 
__ fam JE form. But (.) When he Seemed. to r efuſe 

| hear 1 in any thing for ſome: perſons,. I did pot 
3 7 mylelf. NY mende with their ſtate, or conglude 
t that the” Lord would not grant them the merey, 
* whi Tire teſted for them; but oply that he w juld 
not 1000br me to be inftrumental in.doing.t ch 
89000 by wm y prayers. (2.) Sometimes I hae 
long kept . ue # in the dark, till 1 had 0 
„5 ch 4 55 rey partly granted, and partly: vot. 
; (33. Femmsticder Iave received general gracious an- 
ſwWe * *but been kept in the dark with — 5 

; particular fivour which 1 requeſted. (4. Some · 

5 Lig? 17255 ſhewed me the duty of my ene tor.whom 

7 but nor che iſſue of that duiy hen per- 
Bs bc.) Sometimes he hath given me Wrti: 7 

< Ri ar 15 50 eke of the events defired/or feared; . 

| From my Experlenice in praying for others I e 
> 1.) Tb clouds of guilt oh hardneſs on 

2 ſoul, Are dfead ful hindrances of Prayers and care · 


5 5 jelfaeſß abet praying for others, or being prayed 


55 co di awfyl fign SY When I am forbidden 


PW d 55 * he e to anne 


+ 


— 


_ 


£ 5 * 4 — 
9 5 


F 4 *® 2 * $ 5» 
by whom g and if it be the Spirit of God, to be ex- 
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lay,“ Take away all inigulty, apd receſve me gra: 
cc * cjouſly,” Hoſ. iy: 2. Healfo 7 urther mg 
ed me, by ſhewing me the Nee ſtore, out 
- which 1 might and Should be Tuppſied, ever all. the ; 
June: of God, Epb. lit. 19. and his wonderful: ib 
ſure of communicating that fuloeſs for the ſupply. 
of all my wants een n to his riches. in glory by 
ie Jeſus. „%%% TN 
Me. A, Thowſon having, in his. ſermon. at the 
communion of Craft gmallan,,.m 7255 a oft caro . 
füll, and free offer of: Thus Che 1 I th cop at 
' redemption to.t whole 'aflem bly, 3 mf Ives. 
finful, guilty, ane ſelf⸗deſtro oF ed Ja 3 5 
grace and Findoelsof God fo power fully, ao | 
m beat, that I found itasimpottible.nat to beligvein. 
Chriſt, as: ever I had done: toexerciſe Keb AWE 5 = 
ever I turned my thong bie, this ſovereigr Sree gn 
| love.met me, as it/ were, Jace to 8 A 
yield up myſelf as its priſoner, fully and, beer Bally , 
content io be it 5 monument a an .U0paral.. 
leleg debtor, EY this 1, lara times went on ny. 
| EARN Bo | | 36 15 35 3 4 
- "I the whole time of my concern about dhe fal a- 
tion of my ſoul, I have ordivarily either enjoye : 
-great comfort, or. been plunged into deep ipward 
_ diſtreſs, often on the very brink of deſpair, . it 
by views ot Jeſus Chriſt's. infioite metit, ſohnnie 8 
power, and faithful word, and by views of the Der 
nexion of his glory with my ſaſvation, I vas pre- 
| ſerved from abſolute deſpondency: for 5 ſaw that 
I could not deſpair without: ſuppoBing that Jef us 
blood was not a ſufficient price io pufchaſe my e- 
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f\llhood to deceiy we! and that De was willing, 
1 to dib Ur Mienſelf, in order to damn 


| Biliſetf in y etef af dana 


diene and death 1 Fay I 
Au ay fravgely Givetfified "caſes, whe following 


indie Werk excee bgly refreſhfül to my ſoul. 
From Zech. Nit. 7 ane © O ſword, againſt 


| wonder, faw my nature fo udited to "Godhead, as 
if it were taken i to be a FSLTLow to the infinite 
ALL IN 41 L, that rebellious ſinners of "mankind 
migh t be united*o their infinitely offended Kidz. 
ad calm malekfactors united to their infinitely 
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love pave up the ghoſt before the views of my Gon! 
15 {MY NATUR From Acts Xx. 28, „% The 
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fig Which lood 
came 4 Wan tilt e might Bade blood. to ſhed: for 
men; that his Father "took pleaſure to ſqueeze it 
out 20 that thie fountain of the blood of God is 
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Pt ge away 7 E7G1 "INCH 38 25 ot. * "LL ere 2 ; oF 15 
om Ed. . 4 „Lm ine Lord tuy God, 


mine; Sie bar ohe ready given in the golpel to be 
cafe e as Wy own'; and thatHince God had, 
id Hie bl CS eee Given himſeif o 


be f 
not ; and that Veoutd dos doubt with= 
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"that he Cc e woch Boogie” to 
ore yer mend 


= he man that is my Fellow, with raviſhing | 


church df <Godfekich he hath /purchaſed Wik 
with wonder, beheld how he 


in the golpel ſer open for the waſhing of guilty ang . 
te BLOOD OF 66 atone? What tin cintior it 


Tplatsty (aw hat T tag got a God ro'purchaſe to be 


70 LEE given no reaſon Why he ſhould- | 


1 the . 1 Alen „ eee, 27 


e, and grace were not capable to ſave me. 1 ſaw 
| on at I 69800 not defp air \ wirhout fuppoling, that 'im 
n and his batt, ne bad uttefelf ab mfnable 


i 


2 i judg e; and that God could no withhold 
* hat Us. veceffary for my godd, when he 
'vÞ 115 214307 done ſo much. Ob, 1 delightfully 
FF, = the bard thoughts of God and Jealoufies of his 
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out making bim a liar to his face 5 and. e 
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it beho ved me flatly to deny the ex ſtence of God, 
or to take him to be my owo Got; and that there 


being no other way of dutiful dealing with God, but 
as my o God, I might as well caſt away teligion 


altogether as refuſe to take and claim him as myown 


God. From Exod. xx. 3. Thou Malt have no 
ther gods before me, 
| r I obſerved, that God had. bound. me to 


as. connected with the 


elie ve his promile and grant of bimſelf to be my 


Soc, as to obey his command; forbidding atheiſm 


or idolatry ; and without arguing mylelt from un- 


dier the moral law: of God, as if I were a brute” or 


ſtone, it neceffarily behoved me to begin my obedi- 


enceto him, in believing that he is my God, given to 
m himſelf in his goſpel, without any, regard to a- | 
ny obedience or qualification in me as the condition ö 
85 of my right and claim, and that to think of obeyiog 
| His commandments, and then knowing and atknow- 
ledging bim to be my God, amounted to an over - 


| i turning the whole law of God, as well as the goſ- 


pel ; and that if the grants, or giving promiſes of 


_—_ goſpel be rightly believed, the precepts. of the 


law will of neceffity. be rightly « meyed, becauſe in 
believing God to be my Gd upm bis own grant of him- 


If 12 me, the leading ac of obedience is performed, 


aod the foundation. of all other obedience is firmly 


laid. — From Zech. xiii. 984 1 will ſay, It is my. 


© my Cope and they ſhall ſay, The Lord is my 


% God, obſerved) that God had not only, "with 


infipite earneſtneſs, given himſelf to me, but bad 
alſo undertaken, for my believing, that he is mine by 


virtue of his own goſpel. grant of him e J and that 
ik I ſhould (ay, that he is got my & 


d * or that it 


is not my quty to believe in him as my God; or 
that I could not believe bim to be my God, 1. be · 
_ hoved: to call kim. a lac. What could I then do, 
oy 2 into the arws of his 1 aud Wy ade, 2 
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from the centre 1 5 en This God i my God fot 
ever and ever * believing, was no-, 
thing but the 800 ß AT is promiſes and . 
declared new eovenabr 'gr ats ie dime 400 all his 
fulncſs to foful. men. es 
From Heb. X. 1 362 Heeg WN bold- . 
W © eſs to enter into the Rolieſt of all by the blood _ 
of Telus, &c. 9A. was powerfully joftrutted, that .. 
1 might come boldly ibto God's: preſence as a man 
enters into bis own houſe, or into a public inn, 
W where he can 21 for every thing he needs; and 
chat being clot with the righteouſneſs of his Son, 
F may a pear. before nim with greater glory 71 
W boldneſs, than if 1 had never been caſt off; nay, 
W 40 all the angels i in heaven. I was alſo rebuked 
for th artributiflg „ie of the praiſe of that familia · 
rity Which Fhad with God, to my own care ; and 
for my legal fears that my nd would deprive me 8 
aecels tb Goc, and WV legal hopes, that my duties 
a OR would: procure me ready adiniſſion 1 into 8 
« Api 5 88s Fs 
Prom Hebl . 35, Caſt not a your config 
« Rence which hath great recompence of reward,” 
AI was mide to\ſce; that*Jelus Chriſt and his rigb- 
tecuſdefs were ſo brought to my band, chat I. OG 
i of faviog intereſt in him withour 
caſtftig him away as an Ao wee ching. And 1 
fohfd 1 could nht think of caſting away from me 
the brightneſs of 'the- Father's glory, bim that had 
*. 7 7 the namée of the Lord to fave me; or of 
ing away 402 ii} breouſheſs, Which' was the. price 
© of 15 that grate and glory which egen Win ro en. 
oy (ORE of or Js eſernit 3 ns, Were 
Proth'Ifa' xxv: 6.4 Tow js: mide (hal, the . 
Lord of hoſts wake unto all people a feaſt of ed . 
8 things, a feaſt 6f 'wines.on the lees 3 of fat things. 
* full of marrow; of wines c on the les well refiged, 3 2 
-I obſerved, that all the fulgeſs of grace and glo. 
5 contained in che new covenant was prepared at 
a Chriſt's 
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go Practical Chriſtianity exemplified 
Chriſt's expence, without any legal condition re. 
quired of us; and that I could not propoſe any of 
my works or qualifications as the price of the bleſ. 
' Kogs of the entertainment, or ground of my claim 
to them, without ſuppoſing, that God was fo unjuſt 
as todemand, or at leaſt accept a double price for 
the ſame benefit. And I faw, that I could not ne. 
glect the ſtudy of gofpel-holineſs, without defrauding 
myſelf of a principal part of the goſpel feaſt, Chriſt 
| Jcfus, as made of God to me wiſdom, ſanctification, 
„„ OOO ĩ be NT OTEnG 
From Plalmcx. 3. Thy people ſhall be willing 
4 jn the day of thy power,” =I perceived, that the 
Infinite power of God was my ſecurity for my eter · 
nal ſalvation, in oppoſition to all my guilt, corrup- 
tions and ſpiritual enemies; that it was therefore all 
one, whether the impediments in the way of my 
falvation were few or many, ſmall or great, weak 
or ſtrong, I ſaw my great folly and wickedneſs in 
ever fainting before theſe enemies, as if the infinite 
power of God had or could be overcome by them. 
From Iſa. Alvi. 12, 13. Hearken nnto. me, ye 
#5 ſtout - hearted and far from righteouſnefs: be- 
__ * hold I bring near my righteouſneſs, &c.“ com- 
— | f pared with chap- Xli. T, 21, 26, and Xliii. 26. I was | 
I mumade to ſee, that the righteouſneſs of God was 
3 . near to me by name; and that I was called 
_ y him to bring forth that which he had brought to 
me as the ground of my juſtification before him.— 
== I ſaw the goſpel bringing it near to me, and the 
ua charging me to produce it, as the ſtrong, the 
| h ll. ſufficient ground of my juſtification before God. 
From Luke i 14. Glory to God in the high- 
e eſt, peace on earth, and goodwill towards men,“ 
I, with great ſatis faction to my ſoul, beheld that 
- . - God was glorified to the higheſt in the eternal ſal - 
vation of finful men; that his regard to his own 
_ higheſt glory infallibly ſecured my ſalvation; and 
| that, as my unbclict not only attempted to rob we 
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of my falyation, but alſo to rob himſelf of bis high. 
eſt glory, therefore he had a principal deteſtation 50 
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all, as particularly and firmly as if they had never 
peen declared to any other but myſelt. 
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C ANN OT tell the preciſe time when the Lord 
began to deal with my foul, but it was when 1 
was very young. My mother and aunt. being: at 
great pains to inſtruct me, Lapprebended heaven tg 
be a. place where I would get every thing comely 
and delightful, and therefore reſolyed to abſtain ; 
from ſwearing, lying, and other like abominations, 9 
in order that I might obtain it. But the firſt tema: 
tation that I met with made me break through all ., 
my reſolutions When the fears of lying for ever ia 
bell diſturbed my conſcience, I lulled it aſleep by < ; 
ſaying my prayers, which I had learned by rote, 1 
and ſtudying to be leſs wicked than others around 
me. Under the miniſtry of Meffes. W. Erſkine. 
and J. Kirkton in Ediaburgh, I had my affections 
often remarkably moved, ſo that I dueſt not ne: 
glect ſecret prayer, and ſometimes” their inward , _ 
glowing made me weep in my devotigns. This made 
me think myſelf really converted, My repeating of 
ſermons which I never applied to my own conſci- 
wal made others gratify my pride with their ap- 
1 8 
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Sal. iv. 4, 5 Mat. i. 21. Acts iii. 22. 


"IP | deny myfelf, and take up my croſs and follow 


HE ſtrong temptations to doubt of the 


-  exrtainperſyaſion of the ex ftence of him, whom I 


. 1 — Chriiinity ET | 
" Mr. G. Meldrum hayipg now become our mini: 
ſter, as he, in a ſermon. from Joſhua Xxiv. 1s, 
Chooſe you this day whom ye will ſerve, car: 
neſtly called us to make a preſent choice of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt for our Saviour and Lord, my foul 
_ way powerfully melted and drawn by the word, and 
made willing to accept of and ſerve him all the days 
of my life. —But while he afterward inſiſted, that Wi 
none of our prayers or duties could be accepted, 
ünſeſs they were firſt put into Chriſt's hand, and 
unleſs we had a laving uptaking of 5 Chriſt in 
| his perſon and offices. This filled me with fcar/and i 
dead, that nothing that ever 1 had done could be 
: accepted before God. But, while he at conſider- 
_ able length diſcourſed concerning the nature, offi- 
ces and exhibition of Chriſt in the golpel, + from | 
eb. vii. 26. 
Fam! ij. 6. John iii. 14, 15: my ſoul was filled with 
- admiration of him, and drawn out to embrace hin Wl 
3s my only Saviour and Lord, and made content 


im. In conſequence. of this, be fore, and imme - 
ately after, 1 firſt partook of the Lord's ſupper 
in 1694, I. devoted myſelk 10 bim by a ſolemn 
LOVenant. 
For ſome 1 alter this; I apes ſuch de- 
= Uehtfol views of Jeſus Cbriſt, in his lovelineſs and 
love, and his being in very reſpect ſuited to an- 
ſxer all my needs and plagues, ignorance, guilt, 
_ rebellion, and the like, and to be to me every thing 
5 neceſſary, and ofitable, and comfortable, as fil- 
led my heart with wonder and joy, and my lips with 
_ praiſe, , But about the end of the year, 1felt under 
5 — of 4 Cad, 
Which threw me into dreadful conſternation. It 
- Klled me with anguiſh to think, that now 1 had no 


view hag M A * s of "my e e 
-- while 


4 3 


* f 
; 3 
+; 


Rap 
* 


EY the ; i of Elizabeth Wat. 3 
while I was on my knees muſing like one diſtracted, 
—— drowned in the depths of unbelicf, the Lord pi- 
tied me, and brought the oblcrvation to my mind, 
the forgetting of which had occafioned the tempta- 
tion, He convinced me of my fin in entertaining 
W ſuch a temptation, ſurprized me with his comfor- 
W cable preſence, confirmed my intereſt, aud enabled 
me to plead his promiſe, that he was my God, my 
Redeemer, and my King. | 
= Notwithſtanding my Peer able ſwecidelivetance, | 
Il ſoon found dreadful remains of atheiſm lurking in 


d 7 my heart, and ready to bi eak forth whenever I met 
0 with a new temptation.— Being ſenſibly deſerted by 
r. the Lord, I fell under great deadnels of ſpirit. 1 


i- could not tell my cafe to any, it was ſo extraordi- 
vary.“ I could not find any of my Chriſtian compa- 
nious ever to have been in ſuch a cafe. On January. 
13 1695, 1 being with them, they converſed con- 
cerning the love of Jeſus Chriſt. This kindled in 
my breaſt a defire to know him. But I thought 
that I was nothing but an hypocrite, and that fince 
bad not walked in the Lord's way, none of his 
promiſes would be fulfilled" on me, Nuai, xiy. 34. 
By a ſermon from Col. j. 21. © And you, who were 


— 


enemies in your minds by wicked works, yet now 
© hath he reconciled,” — I bad my bands looſed, 
and that night had comfortable. fellowſhip with 
God. But Satan quickly tempted me to think that 
all was deluſion. My ignorance of Jeſus Chriſt un- 
der ſuch a clear goſpel miniſtry exceedingly con- 
founded and: pained me. In anguiſh I mourned 
that I was undone; that I have been born to be a 
monument of his diſpleaſure. —God hath forſaken 
me I that 1 had never been born! Packed 
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myſelf undone, and yet was little affected with wy 
condition. Nevertheleſs, it was refreſhful to me, 


ſo exactly hit the ale * my foul, WF had 
5 . 


with myſelf,” that I was a ſtranger to Chriſt —1 ſa w 


that on the Lord's day Mr. Meldrum in bis ſermons 


ed as I waz. I found myſel 


94 FPrafiical Chriftiantty exemplifled, 
told it to none, That word 1 Cor. i, 30. Chriſt 
is of God wade unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 
fſanctification andredemption,” eſpecially the word 
redemption was made ſweet to my ſoul, © 
_ |, Meanwhile Satan .injefted moſt blaſphemous and 
'atheiftical thopghts into my mind. I apprehended. 
that there was no ſuch finer as I in the world, I 
thought never one of God's people had been tempt- 
If alway ready to yield 
£0 his temptations, I thought that there was no hope 
for me; that it was in vain for me to read or pray, 
as God would not have mercy on ſuch a hypocrite, 
When I attempted to pray, it was ſtrongly ivjeted 
into my mind, That there was no God, no:Chriſt, 
no Holy Ghoſt; that the Bible was but an impoſ- 
ture contrived by men; that miniſters were but vil. 
Janous ſeducers of their people; that all my religi. 
dus duties were but loſt labour; that the heatbens 
were wiſer than I in worſhipping a God which they 
knew. —I durſt tell my diſtreſs to none. Ithought - 


+38 every body, even the moſt profligate wearer, | hap- 


pier than I, as they believed that there is a God. 
The reading of Francis Spira did much hurt to m 
ſoul, and was like to have led me to murder myſelf, 
But Bunyan's Grace abounding to the chief of | ſinners, 
- eſpecially his account of the Lord's way with him, 
under his atheiſtical diſtreſs, was very uſeful.” But 


I would not believe unleſs. 8 ſenſible miracle were 
j J 4 wrought, 125 1 , n | J : ; gf : | 1 


woch forfaken him. He gave me a new diſcovery 


When [I continued. in this dreadful wickedneſs 
aud trouble, Jeſus, Chriſt; by bis Spirit, ſhewed me 
that I had notwithſtanding as free noceſs to his 
throne of grace as ever. The very thoup ts of this. 
tranſported me; and, as ſoon as I could, I retired 
to ſecret prayer. The Lord kindly ſhewed me the 
abſurdity and witkedneſs of my yielding to the 
temptation, and promiſed that he would never haue 
me nor forſake me, Heb. xiil. 5. though I had lo 


ti 


; of 


ſealed it with my blood, With great freedom I 
poured out my heart before him. I was filled with 


Joy and rejoicing. . Our miniſter's ſermon from 
Rev. iii. 20 and that word Ezek. xvi. 6, 8. „% And 
e when I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted ia 
thy blood, then thy time was a time of love; add 
% (aid unto thee LIVE. And I entered into cove» + 


% nant With thee, and thou becameſt mine,” filled 
me with wonder and aſtoniſhment.' And I, in the 


moſt ſolemn manner, took all things around me to 

b 3 that I heartily embraced Jeſus Chriſt, ian 
his perſon, natures, and offices, to be mine. The 
nine appropriating MYES in Pſalm xaviii. 1, 2, 3. 
were alſo exceedingly ſweet to my ſoul, O the plea» 
ſant life that I for ſome days enjoyed, wondering 
ng my God for, his love to me thro” 


at, and thanki 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


But alas | I had ſcarcely ſung that my mountain | 
food ſtrong, when Satan and my inward corruptions 
gradually carried me off my feet, and made me flacs 
ken my pace in duty, Io conſequence of this 1 fell 
aſleep, and contracted ſuch a ſpiritual deadneſe, that 
I could do nothing at all. I was ſadly overcome by 
| ſleep when I was at ſecret prayer, which made me 
look on myſelf as an hypocrite. My corruptions' 
dreadfully raged and prevailed. I loſt my joy and 
comfort ; and ſoon forgot the Lord's late mighty 
work on my behalf. For a time I laboured to op- 


poſe my corruptions and temptations ; but my be- 


loved luſt, dreſſed up in a religious like appearance, 
gradually enticed, entangled, and polluted my heart. 

I no ſooner purpoſed to attend a communion ar 
Laſwade, than Satan laboured to perſuade me, that 
ſuch an unfaithful covenant- breaking wretch could 
not, without great preſumption, go thither, or be 


accepted at the a 80 table, 1 N27 N went off, my 
Unbellef and atheiſm, wy Wanf-f lore to. Jeſus 
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of his own nature and perfections, and gave me 
ſuch a firm perſuaſion of his truth, as I could have 


96 Praia 2 ee e 
Chriſt, my pride, both natural and ſpir Fic, my "oi 
| hypocrify, my backſliding, and my predominant fin, 
were all preſented to my conſcience in order to dif- 
courage me. When I inſiſted, that no cure could 
be had for theſe fins, but in Chriſt, Satan urged, 
that T had not on the wedding -garment. I replied, 
| that I would go to Jeſus Chriſt in my filthy rags, 
that he might clothe me with change of raiment. I 
_ reſolved, like Eſther, to caſt myſelt at the feet of 


3 


his mercy 3- and if I ſhould periſh, I would but get 
what 1 deſerved. Notwithſtandiog many difficul- 


ties, both ſpiritual and temporal, I came to the place 
on Saturday. The ſermons, that day, were moſtlx 
diſcouraging to me, except a note in the end of the 
ſecond. After ſeveral alterations of my inward 
frame, ſometimes to the better, and ſometimes to 
the worſe, I came home, with ſome hope but little 5 


comfort. I foon perceived from Acts xvii. 23. 1 


Carb 34. that I had procured my diſtreſs to my- . 
ſelf by my ignorance of God. —My darkneſs ſo in- 
_ creaſed, that neither promiſes nor threatenings af. 
fected me, This made me conclude, That Chriſt 
had no ſpecial love to me. Notwithſtanding my 


dreadful deſpair and its wicked attendants, I, almoſt 


every Sabbath, either in public or ſecret, got ſome 
_ cordial to ſupport me, and keep me from utter faint- 
ing. But even on theſe very days, the prevalency 
of my peculiar corruptions made me often roar.to 

the Lord Jeſus, that he would exerciſe his Bagh 5 
power in ſubduing them. . 
In October 1695, I, at another enen occa- 
fion, was helped to give myſelf anew to'the Lord. 


But the apprehenſions which I had of fins dwelling 


in me, and mingling themſelveswith all my duties, 
made my life a burden to me, and produced in me 
ſtiong deſires of death. Being blamed by my fel- 
low Chriltians, and rebuked by the Spirit of God 
N for * TEE e Io our own ö in or- 
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der to hear Mr. Meldrum. I en e our own paſC. 
tor and finding him diſcourſing on the covenant of 


grace I was exceedingly comforted, and never after 
left my pariſſi kirk, —The way of the Lord was then 
very ſweet and pleaſant to me: and in telling my 


Chriſtian intimates what the Lord was doing for my 
ſoul.. Bur the ſtate of my father's family lay very 


heavy on me, as we had not the daily worſhip of 


God in it 3 and my father appeared not to have a- 
ny concern about ſpiritual and eternal things, The 
afflictions which they endured, and my dealing with 
my father, wrought no reformation among them, 
I therefore could do no more, than earneſtiy pray 5 
for his E ee. in hieß 1 met with great ene. 


lagern. TY 


After I had got andthe in Expretaible eh . 
by Mr. John Monerief, our miniſter's diſcourſes oon 
the con uerſian , Zaccbheut, Luke Aix. I fell under 
the fearful prevalency of my inward luſts. I loſt 
_ fight of my intereſt in Chriſt, and looked on myſelf . 


a3 nothing but a painted hypocrite without, and a 
veſt of devils within.—T concluded, that the fate of 
the; houſe built upon the ſand, in the. parable, would 
be my own. My fearful loads of corruption made 
me often beſeech the Lord either to take me out of 
this world. or keep me from the evil.—l n 
| longed, that Jeſus Chriſt, as my King made over to 
me in the goſpel, would ſubdue my e 
corruptions. In this manner I tojled on, till, at a 


ſacramental occaſion 1696, where by meats of Mr. * 
W. Moncrief's ſermon on Saturday from John xi. 


40. and by J. Moncrief's action ſermon from Ezek. 
xvi. 6, 8. my ſoul was remarkably enlightened and 
melted. and made ſolemnly and heartily to accept of | 
Jeſus Chriſt in all his offices and relations, Even his 


croſs'z and Thad my intereſt in him delay can: Ec. - 


firmed at his table. Theſe words, I have loved 
© thee with an'everlaſting love, Jer. xxxi, 3- *T - 


« will betroth thee unte me, e. lor erer * Hol: li- 19. 
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were ba into my foul. with great power FE Al. 
: 1 was led to an earneſt wreltling with God in be- 
Half of the chureb, and in behalf of, my relations, 
and for myielf, that the Lord would make me ſin- 
1 in every duty, ſtedfaſt in my vows. and reſo- 
-hatious ; a cordial ſym mpathizer with his people ; 
an uſeful branch in his vineyard, bringing forth 
much fruit to his glory and very humble under 
all the mercies which I received. Let carnaliſts (ay 
What they will, I, though paturally of a merry dil- 
| Too. never knew what it was to be really joys), 
ll I received' Jeſus Chriſt. 

A terrible fire, that happened i in -_ Canongare, : 
"ava -put the whole city into confuſion, —led me ro 
obſerve the following hipts relative to worldly things, 
| Thas though they may afit ſuch as have them with 
mort time and opportunity to ſerve God:; enable 
_ __-"qFhewto relieve the poor members of Chriſt ;—pro- 
| 1 ceure them many friends in their trouble and af- 
== them great matter of praiſe aud thankfulneſs 
t God, yet men muſt ſuffer a great deal of trouble 
before they can get them; they are apt to decoy our 

love from Chriſt; many loſe their ſouls 3 in ſeekin 
3 - they afford no real comfort on 3 death bed 
or when our conſcience is awakened; they can be 
v0 ranſom. fox qur ſins, or avail us 1 75 God's 
— *xribunal; they hinder many from receiving of Chrilt; 
1 * they are no; tokens of God's love ; they render ma- 
iy like devils in pride; the loſs of them may ſoon 
- fit us with anguiſh and vexation; they are ſeldom 
gained with a good conſcience 3 we mult quickly 
Jie from them, and leave. them to (uch 25 will ſcarce- 
i. thank us for them, or that will improve them to 
15 _ their own ruitz both in time and in eternity; and 
to account: for them at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt 
9 Joy and not with grief, will be very difficult. 
4 - :Self-conceit and ſelf-ſecking begab to prevail in 
A manver which J had not formerly experienced. I 
A it hard work etc 40 abe * to FR. du- 
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b. any. man will he Ghrift's diſciple,” be muſt deny himſelf. © 
- | —Ffaw that had fearfully robbed God o* the glow 7} 
85 ry due to him, and that I carried about my ſelfiſh · 4 
— ceſs whitherſoe der I went; or whatever I did. Up- 79 
d- on examination of myſelf,” I found, that 1 was _ 2.7 
S tremely like the hypocrites: deſeribed:i in ſcripture, '_ MM 
h 1a. Iviii..2. Mark K. 20, &c. Our miniſter's\'diſ- - '-. Ml 
r moss from Mark x. 21. „Take up thy croſs ande 
7 i *© follow me,“ were very trying to my conſeiences 
[- But, by fome notes in them, L was led out to em- 1 
l, brace Jeſus Chriſt as offered to me in the 8 ep 
3 I relolved,” That no croſs ſhould ever ſeparate; me i 
* from him. I conſented to every croſs I could: chink : 4 = 
0 of, except the abſence. of God in times of trouble; Fl TS 
„ and the being Hives up by bim 928 ſel6ſh diſpoſition ON 
b of bent „ bi 1250 ph 
0 Being convinced of the e $1 7 my heart, ! 
fell under great fears, that all my reſolutions would 1 


be broken; and therefore often beſought the Lord 
0 keep them for me. I alſo found my indwelling , 
_ corruptions, and eſpecially my predominant ſuſt, 
raging within me. After performance of religious 


duties, they uſed to harraſs me, in a peculiar man- 7 = 
ner, which made me ſee that nothing could cune 
me but the power of Chrift—lt was ſome comfort 
t me, that having, contrary to cuſtom, revealed 5 
my caſe to à Chriſtiao: companion, I found that x 
condition was not fingular: I fer apart à day for 
falling and ſupplication relative to my predominant 9 


idol, and earneſtly cried for conformity to the * I 
Jeſus Chriſt, and to have as much ſafctißcation as WM 
could be Attained i in this life. 1 got my heart pour- |: 
ed out before the Lord, and his powerful e 1 
_ of Phil. ii. 13. God worketh in you to will aud £ | 
to do of bis good pleaſure,“ made me believe, 
that y e 8 e and would be 
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enn on the Thurſday before the communion, | 
one to Laſwade, with much pleaſant contempla- 


*h 
8 bs 


75 


tion. by the way, 1 found that the faſt had been ob- 
ſſerved on the day before. This threw me into a 
terrible agony of mind, and made me return weep- 


ing and mourning, that 1 had loſt ſuch an opportu - 
nity by my negligence of enquiriog. I tried to find | 
cout the canſe of the Lord's controverſy with me in 


this point, —and to cry to him, that he would ſearch 


me, and try me, and ſhew me all the ſecret abomi- 


bations that lurked in my heart, Notwithſtanding 


1 1 earneſt longings for his preſence, I was much 
" deſerted on the Saturday and Sabbath; but met 
My with ſome pleaſant” enlargement on the "Monday. 


I ſa by this. that neither ordinances nor frames 
oyght to be idolized, as. if the Lord were reſtricted 
to the one, or his favour- gained by the other.— 


That word, Iſa. xliii. 22,25. was powerfully ap- 


plied to my heart; and I was fo helped, that almoſt 


every thing 1 caſt my eyes on, led me out to ſome 


* meditation. John xiv. 27, © Peace I leave 


"© with you. My peace I give voto you, not as the 


0. world giveth, Pra was allo FOE, ſweet to uy 


foul, 

But the plagues of. my. Kay AE; ſo Kata be- 
Me me, that 
 periences deluſion. After manifold toflings, as I 
Was one night extraord narily concerned i . prayer 
about an unparalicled n eaſure of fluful corruption 
which dwelt in me, I enjoyed the moſt delight ful 
fellowſhip with God throu gh Chriſt, and was made 
to lee, that Jeſus was aer gri vas that not- 
withſtanding all that he had done to and for his 
people, they: ſhould be ſo ready to doubt of his love 
for every trifle ; and that notwithſtahding all his 
| Jove toker s beſtowed on them, they ſhould be ſo 
. ready t to entertain other lovers in their beart.—1 


ut was mide to accept of the croſs iv whatever form 


Be — — my en luſts' ſoon 
3 . eee 


95 * 


went near calling all my former ex- 


I TIS 67 ihe I 2 of Blizabrih "Y 10 
7 ſtronger than ever: and I feared, that 1 


never truly received Chriſt into my heart; as his ri- 
vals durſt ſo ſoon take his room in 1 1 became 
altogether) indiſpoſed for every religious duty, pub- 
lic and ſeeret, till, at a private ſermon by Mr. John 


Hepburn on Iſa. Ixiij. 3. I got all my bands looſed ; 


by a free goſpel-offer of Chriſt and his ſalvation, and 

was enabled, in a very ſolemn manner, to accept of 
him for my 4L E IN ALL on his own terms, and 
thankkully to give up myſelf wholly to him, to be 


ſaved, inſtructed, . purified, protected and 


governed by him, I panted for the moſt complete 


K to him, and the moſt intimate commu- 


nion with him; and begged that he would preſerve 


me from the temptations of Satan and errors of the 


LY times, I was enabled to claim Him as my Lord. 


and my God; and he promiſed, that 1 ſhould call q 


him my father, and not turn away from him. b 
Hlaving ſoon after an opportunity of a ſacramen - 
i at” occaſion at Preſtonpans, I thought the Lord 


. > called me to attend thereat, by theſe two ſcriptures, 
Matth. vii. 7, Seek; and ye ſhall find; Enock,.- 


« and it ſhall be opened unto-you.” Rev. xiv, 4. 


Follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth.“ Not-“ 
| withſtanding that bodily trouble and bad weather 


threatened to hinder me, I pot thither, and was ex- 
ceedipgiy refreſhed by our miniſter's ſermon on Sa» 
turday from Exod. Xx. 24 in which he ſhewed, 
That Chriſt was coming at merchant to ſee what | 
| his people needed ;—as a phyſician to heal the ſick; 
' —as a ſuitor to a bride:;—and as a king: and by 
Mr. Andrew's action ſermon from Mat. xxii. 4. in 


which he made a free and full offer of Jeſus Chriſt | 


aud his fulnefs, as all READY for us. I took him- 


' felf and the heaven and earth to witneſs, that T ac- 


cepted the offer. Having begun the ſervice of the 
fiel table with that word, “ What is thy requeſt, 
« queen Efther ? and it ſhall be granted thee,” my 
hear cried teh tht Chriſt * „ s image 
„ | ne 
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Vaud make me his temple, 3 1 s 545 
dau make me his remple, and entrude every cor- | 
ruptiag and gol; that be would.colighten my mind 


* 
I 
* 
Pe * 
by 


I - - tounderiiand bis word; that he would pity my pa- 
I -xepiS aud acquaintances; and that he would purge 
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bissen, and never. depart from Scotlanc. 
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wwe as much av ever.” My-predominant luſt raged 


*- 


& with juch force and violence, as made me appre= 
bad that Ewould turnout a ſcandal to religion. 
Is My unbdliet made me look on all my e . 


i  riences es dut gelungen, which had never conquered 
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i - prevailed —The Lord's ſupper was "diſpenſed at K- 
= - dinbuegi:, but georg not communicate, though. it 
= wax # remarkable day of power to many; and one | 


1 8 pike fermonsby As, Riggel from i Kings vin. 39. 
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mie corruptions.” My. atheiſm, particularly 
Is wirh:relpedt io God's omnifcience, omnipreſence, 


' - - pnchanges blepeſs in his love, and with res pect ” | 
dagen bus delervinglhic wrath and curſe, greatly * 
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Seil on the-ditiiculty of attainivg to the know- 


_ tbe ine greis ane eg could only ſympathize with 
one ee and e id kindneſs to me, he con- 
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. © ealed his dilplealpre with we from otbers.| It was 
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i. 45. Heb. ii. 3. encouraged me to Wait and not 25 
| xerly deſpair, I obſerved,.that in {cxipture a e 


of providence 


8 „ 


bad received them. A faw from Pſalm Xxxvii. 4, 7. 
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"> ad XXV. 15. and xl. 1, 3. that it was uty 
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Wait patieniy, and the Lord wobſg, in his 0 
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| rice, ſet me fee che full accompliſhment ok dis eg. 
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lis other temptations being in ſome meature un», [| 
RT 


ſaccelsful, Satan laboured. to puff me up wah: ſelf. 3 
ceonceit. 1 ſaw ſelfiſhneſs ſo, mingled ih e e, 

_ | "gious ſervices, that 1 feared I bad made i in 

| ome form or other, my principa} end in em all, . 
not the glory, of God. Ihe obleryation that diner 
 *Chriftiavs had been, plagued Fi see, gde 


20 folid comfort: bur 1 was cles ie een, 


Chriſt as mz Phyfieiag; who bath power: overall 
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ſcarcely apply myſelf io avy duty SEechgion, onlk * 
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nd aſked, What beiter ae of that? But . 


| I found. Chriſt a friend, "when vo eye, would _ 
me. © He-powerftlly imprese 
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| rect me whare: to find him; and that he a turn 
me, and L ſhould be turned. A ſermon of our mi- 
niſter on Jer. iv. B. Draw nigh to God, and he 
0 will "draw ncar to We was very refrathing 0 
1 me. A 475 . 9 Ws ec 
er ILcame home lee e 1 examined Tos. 1 
bat end the Lord had permitted me to go ſo far 
out of bis way z and perceived, that it was to make 
me ſee clearly the difference between the way of ſin 
and that of godlineſs; and though I could wander 
out of his way, yet I could not turn into it again of 
ſelf ;—that nothing can hinder him to vifit a 
- foul when he pleaſeth ; and that it is more difficult 
to walk on with God in his way, than to find bim. 
This produced in me a moſt vehement defire for 
the Spirit of God to lead and keep me in his own 
way, and direct and enable me to perform every 
particular duty. And theſe ſeriptures, John xiv. 
26. Matth. Vi 11. and v. 6. borne in upon my 
mind, made me believe that my deſire ſhould be... 
granted. This encouraged me to renew my co- 
'; venant engagements to the Lord at his table, A pril 
2 and there to beg of him, that he would ke 5 
me live in the Spirit z—to be clothed in the Spirit | 
ith fincerity, humility, felf denial, zeal for the 
Intereſt of Chriſt, and loveto all his ways;—to walk 
| In the Spirit after Chriſt's example, in holineſs, faith 
and paticace,—ſtill eyeing the glory of God in eve- 
"ny thing I did ;—and that, as a member of his my. 
| E body, I might have a real ax; of the _ 
of all his fellow- children. : 
At the ſacramental 8 of Dalkeith, T was : 
1⁰ remarkably deſerted, that 1 durſt not approach . 
the Lord's table. But, at another at Largs, I had 
1 remarkable fellowſhip: with Jeſus Chriſt, both . 
blic and private. —1 ſaw that the ſoul of a be- 
Tory could be-filled with nothing but Jeſus Chriſt. 
I faw, that in him, which' fills the ſoul completely | 


> * n — had not long returned home, 
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in te lin , 20 en ub. 7 
as < prevalency of my inward corruptions tyra: 
= i ed all my.joys into be and put me into the 
mot polluted, and almoſt deſperate coach e 3 
| wich terror, thought of the dreadful diſcovery which 
the Lord would make of my hypocriſy at the * 
4 and how men and devils would uify 
nal condem nation of 1 me, Nevertheleſs, 1 ventured | 
5 . 80 to the communion at Preſtonpans, and thete 
Me 39 got ſome refreſhmedt to my ſOul, and was enabled 
Ido pour out. my heart before the Lord, Bur, © 
the general faſt on atcount of the dearth and threa- 
tened war, I got my bands looſed in a- remarkable 
| manner, and was, enabled to loa my own fps 
and thoſe of the land. 
About this time, my intimate companion deſert. 
ed the eſtabliſhed miniſtry, 'which occafioned to me 
' no ſmall concern, to know my. own duty. She ne- 
> — continued. in a praying ſociety wich me, 
i and in our intimacy in revealing the caſe of our foul 
to one another. In ſecret prayer, 1 bad” often a 
very heaven upon earth, and particularly on. the * . 
[firſt of January 1699, . Which I ſer apart for 3 = 
1 faſting, a ad covenanting with Gd. 
in TS ſt 5 this year, I lived as in the ſu - # 
5 of "cha of, heaven Ain the ſecond Part, as in the con · I —_ 
" i _ fines of hell: aud in the end of it, I met with Ps. = 
5 remarkable providences. I ſaw a light and ory # 
in the ſcriptures, and taſted | Aa ſweetneſs in t nem, 1 
Wbich L had never done before. I looked on all. 
1 things as but loſs and dung in compariſon of Jelps 
Chriſt. My heart was opened to receive him in all 
|  bjs offices, —Bebglding *nyſelf an ünparalleled lin- 
ner, I was filled with aſtoniſhmept at his love in 
flaving me. At the, communion of Preſtanpans, 1 
Was altogether raviſhed With his glory and love, and 
_ "begged a ſhare of. i it for my fellow C Ciſtians ar. home 8 
and abroad. 5 _ 
But, about the. firſt of April, I fell under Takes _ 
9 al 3 of e ROY va. 1 had: cx-. - 
7 O Perienccd. 
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= with the ea, her Sean Aale tempted 


40 es were contradicted by providence 3 and that 
therefore all my -pretence; of believing them was but 

mere delufion.—1 retired, and on my knees uttered 
m finful and deſperate expreſſions to the Lord. 
_ JF almoftxcſolved, that I would live in the neglect 
ot alt religious duties, as I thought it, impoffible 


i for men or angels to reconcile. God's promiſes and 


"H 


providenees together. I therefore made ſhipwreck 
Wer all the promiſes, and was in danger of loſing my 
by. means of my qreadful inward anguiſh. 

Wh = theſe ſcripture texts were, as it were, 
founded in mine ears, Is any thing too hard for 
2 the Lord,” Gen. xvii, 14. Heaven and earth 

Wall paſs away; but not one jot or title of the 
law mal fail,” Luke xvi. 17. Mat. v. 18. 4 f 


2 4 alt that the Lord hath ſpoken, not one word bath 
deu falled,“ Joſh. xxii- Fg. Be not afraid: only 


— 2 but an abſent God. But ſome dark views 


6 believe,” Mark v. 36. But ſuch was the uubeliel ; 
Aid atheiſm of my 1 that I could believe noth- 
"Inge T queſtioned the reality of religion in general. 
Ten tempted to burn all the records of former ex 
iences, as in hell it would fill me with torments 
0 Hear of them. A fell under a deep melancholy, 
hieb hurt my body. 'T told my caſe to ns, as I 
* © Kane that none'could help me. My former expe- 
_ rienees afforded me no more comfort, than former 
ke would do a man after his eyes were put out. 
hen I went to faeramental detaſions, I found no- 
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1 the Life of Fer POOR 2 1 15 
very NETS with grief, that I ſhould have, at 1 9 o/ 
deſire, laid aide + theſe duties, in which God 990 13 
ſiogularly met with my ſoul, and fa, G& ed. ; Ef 
5 quenched the motions of his Spirit, W 88 Nu. 
_ Hearing a ſermon in \ hey with: Sacks 38 5 
rinels and wanderipg, I fat very impatiently While a { 
child was baptized. A dog bit my leg moſt deſpe- F 
rately. A'phyfician'who same accidental 0 our 
| houſe, applied ſome medicines, which healed the 
. moſt dangerous wound. In this I ſaw mercy rejoice | 
ing againſt judgment. Soon after, my brother fe 
into a fever. While 1 was concerned for him, theſe 
words occured, John xi 43. This fieknels j is not 
b uvtodeath, but lor the gloryof God, —and after- 
ward, Mar. viii. 26. Why are ye ſo fear ful, O 
3 ye of little faith?“ Iſa. XX&vlii, 5 J bave as ..M 
be thy. prayers. 1 have ſeen thy tears, I have adde 
to his days,” Kc. He ſtill grew worſe and worf 
And after he began to recover, he relapſed into 4 
ſecond fever, much more dangerous chan the Het. 
Tbis filled me with dreadful perplexity, as I thought, 
that if he died, I would. reckon, that all the other 
promiſes which had been ſweet to my ſout, would 
Also fail of accompliſhment o me.—I was allo 4. 
fFrighted from prayer.” But while I was meditating . 
deore l eflayed it, the Lord by his word taught my - Wl 
Fel foul, that he ag my falvation'; that through man 
* tribulations we muſt enter into the kingdom of God: 
* and that / ought not to deſpiſe the Ws "x0Pþe of ihe” © 
Lord, nor be weary of his correction, Plalm Axxv. Wet 
Acts xiv. 22. Prov. iu. 1 1. Encouraged by theſe, ' 
* applied to prayer; in which my unbelief durſt not 
ear before the Lord. By that word, Plal; cxviil. 
"4 Ih 18. I ſhall nor die, but live, and declare hne 
% works of the Lord. He hath chaſtened me dre, 
| 4 but not given over to death,” he aſſured ume ok 
my brother's recovery, which ſoon after 5 
Bat that word, Be not weary of his correctian, un- 
ae . in * * made me * * account ri We 
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ee trouble, or even de or of fome oY 
tion. SFO 
* During my e Nene fever; 1 bad 1 
- bours of Suk bello le with God. But the fright 
Thad got, flowing into my breaſt, pw" ox a moſt 
5 troubſelome boil in it, Though | would not per- 
wt any pbyficiab to e on Ie, the Lord 
 blefled ſome ſimple medicines for my recovery {and | 
filled my ba with ſongs, of pralle Wile the 
ſpiritval* condition of my aged father lay very beavy 
5 47 heart, T was informed, that be had been ta- 
Ten wich a purging and vomiting of blood. Ou 
8 ſeclug kim, ee to him, that be was dy- 
log, aud begged him to lay to heart the eternal con- 
_ --- of his ſalvation, He gave me heſle anſwer bot 
af Ferrous looks. My foul was overwhelmed with 
9 M 25 {f all the requeſts. which I had preſented to 
God 15 or him, ſhould, as to nothing; and at 
a would de a .caſtaway. I, by myſelf, and with a 
„ "companion, wreſtled with ile Loved for bis converſi- 
" . We, as well as others that pled for him at the 
throne of grace, had great liberty in ſo doing. On 
3 day of his death, cheſe words, The n * ES 
ene out of thy davghter,” Mark vii. 29. «—Ye 
. are compleat in him, who is the head of all prin- 
_ ripality and power,” Col, ii. 10. He ſhall be 
mitte in that day that I make up my jewels, and 3 
„eil Tpareb im Wn a man doth his ſoo that ferverh | 
. Mal, in. 16. impreſſed on my mind, pro- 
*Queed in me a ſweet in ward compoſure. "And, ak- 
ter bis dearh, 1, with thankfulneſs,. obſerved. the Ly 
_ "neces mfogled with bis trouble and deith,. * 
„ Sil char word, Prov, iii 11. a 37 mind, . 
| 4 490 made me expect ſome further. trials, Soon af. 
-epr T received a very unſcaſonable, imprudent, and 
- _ "nntliriſtian ioforniation of the Joſs of a confiderable 
=. * of. 120 n. gere, . means of a near | 
: 5 > e ILL F Ki ws * foro | 
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. Gird-portion, O Lord, Plalm-cxix. 57. borne i in 
on my mind, produced mare ſolid comfort and joy, 
than if I had been told, that I was made heir to ne 

' moſt powerful and wealthy monarch.—I was led 
joto many uſe ful me ditations on che dauer and 5 
certainty of all remporal enjoyments. 

On the third of February, 1700, a moſt dreadtul 
fre brake out in the meal market, which, being eu- 
raged by a ſtrong wind, burnt fo furiooſly; that 
none durſt come near to quench it. The ſpark flew 
over a great part of the city; and put me in mind of 
Sodom and of hell. The parliament eloſe in a flame 
that aſcended into the midſt of heaven. Before this 
bappened, I had for ſome time a dreadful impreſſi- 

on of fire on my ſpirit.—A ſmell of fire nad been 
perceived about that place ſeveral days before, with- 
out any diſcoverable cauſe. It began at his houſe | 
who delivered the covenant to the hangman to be 
burnt, and who never: after that, had the wonted 
uſe of his hand, with which he delivered it, thoug h 
he lamented his deed while he lived. It ſtopt 9 


Where the covenant was burnt; which made manyx 


ery out, This is come upon us for the burning of the 
covenant. lu reſpect ot the uſeleſſpeſs of all human 
help in ſtopping i it —in its rendering many families. 
deſtitute ; in its regardleſſneſs to all ranks and 
in its deſtroying only outward enjoyments, it not a 
little reſembled the preceding Prelatic perſecution. 


Alt made me plaioly perceive the extreme _— oe as; 


thoſe, who/trult in worldly riches. 


About even weeks after, the Lord's ſopper was 
the city. But though i it was a time of 
comfort to many, my own pecviſhneſs 5 


-difpen led it 


made it a very dark and uncomfortable communion 


to me. —+Soon/after, I met with à very heavy trial 


from an airth which I did not expect, and which 
ſcemęd o contradict the promiſe of God to me. — 
But I ws enabled to be dumb, becauſe the Lord 
bad do N it : and Vw wy it 0 in the im 
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| briſftias. ty eee 3 
; propriety of ruſting to friends or rel ations.—Meet- 
Jug with a companion, whoſe fellowſhip had often 
 theen'refreſhful to me, we prayed: together bolace 
we parted, with great enlargement of heart. | 
It was thought proper, that I ſhould. return to a 
Family, which I thought I had left, at the call of 
_ God, on account of the want of the warſhip. of God in 
it, and the contention and mocking at religion and 
miniſters which prevailed in it. In compliance with 
my mother's urgency, I went back, contrary to 
my own light and inclination, and found them ra- 
ther worſe than better. In Conſequence whereof, the 
Lord ſenſibly departed from me in religious duties. In 
, Tecrert rn 11. plagued with ſleepineſs or wan · 


8 5 dering of mind. A terrible diſcontentment com- 


meuced in my mind, that nothing could be pleaſant 

to me. Spiritual plagues of all ſorts ſeized on me, 
ſio that, for two years, 1 did not enjoy one full day 
of inward eaſe: and quiet Sometimes, however, 
the Lord enabled me to pour my complaints into his 
boſom ; and on Sabbath he gare me lone tokens of 
* love; in enabling me to/ plead with him, or in 
promiſiog me deliverance,” Plalm Ixvi, 19, 20 — 
But, through. the week, I was like a hcaſt before 
I . There was ſuch a difference between the con- 
dition of my ſoul on Sabbath and other days, chat I 

en wiſhed for two Sabbaths in the week... 

I had no ſmall pleaſure in hearing Mr. W. Mitche!'s 
ie on Rom. vi. 12. relative to the power of 
jiadwelling ſin. Learneſtly longed tor the deſtructi- 
On of my own. By ſermons of Mr. J. Moncrief on 
Rer. xxl. 1/7. I was led out to a OO ed ſolemm 

E of Jeſus Chriſt, as offer he goſpel. 
— On che faſt day before our eee I got a 
very extenſive view of the ſins of the land, and to- 
kens of the Lord's wrath againſt it, and of my own 
A of heart and life: and was enabled, with 
\ brokenneſs of heart, to bewail them before the 
e 3 ave 0 wreſtle inn him, * * would 2 
72 on 
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Finding that I could nc 
| a good 'confcience; I, in every prayer, beſought the 
Lord to relieve me. It was an inexpreflible caſe to 
my mind, when the day appointed for my depar- 


A 


in the; Life of Elizabeth Va. 11880 
don, and - purge from, them. Not finding relief 
for my ſoul, in hearing the ſermons on Saturday, 
I reſolved to ſpend the night in prayer, till I ſhould 
find an habitation for the Lord. After I had wreſt- 
led three or four hours for others, I got remarkable 
liberty in laying my own cafe before the Lord, and in 
ſupplicating mercies anſwerable to my need, and in 
devoting myſelf to him according to the eovenant of 
grace. I had ſcarcely: entered the place of public- | 
worſhip on Sabbath, when Satan began to buffet 
me. I was exceediogly diſtreſſed, that I could not 
ſee my name among thoſe invited to the Lord's ta- 
ble, till at the end, our miniſter invited ſuch as had 


a nameleſs caſe, to come, that Chriſt might make 5 


language of it. At the table, I was enabled to make 
a ſolemn ſurrender of myſelf. to. Jeſus Chriſt, that 

he might diſlodge all my idols, - deſtroy all my in- 
ful corruptions, ſupply all my wants, and enable 


me to cleave to himſelf, and all his truths, and to 


: his 1 ** 4 ; Fr 4 vx fs W4Y | 
, at 18 8 Ory. . l o 


perform whatever he required of me, chiefly aiming 
| not ſtay in the family, with. 


ture drew nigh. But, the very night before, I was 


| ſeized by a fever, and thus detained a while longer. 
_ I knew not what to think of his providence, My 
body recovered, but I perceived no amendment in 


« 


the frame and diſpoſition of my ſpirit. It added to 
my grief, that ſome of my godly friends urged me 


to ſlay in the family, as I might be uſeful to it? But 


1 more and more clearly ſaw it my duty to leave it. 
as it did on the hearts of all the godly, while the pro- 
fane Jacobites exccedingly rejoiced and inſulted, — 


After I had attended two facramental occaſiogs, at 


which my ſoul was not generally in a goad frame, 


though I experienced ſome touches of the Lord's 
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3 of the judge . . I 


)) 
beige, I ball enjoyed great refreſh- 
ment to, my; vn ond in wofiling with the Lord in 
behalf 90 Wa eee eg been An- 

N Rrazer and ſpirtual converſe a whole 


night a FRE communion L had latch been 


1 fo hy dee bn ſome others; was how 


E 


5 Is to take hold of Jeſus Christ, as Offered to me i in 


owned with, much uſeful inſtruction/ or delighiful 
arge ment to my ſoul; and d was enabled Tolemn- 


the goſpel, for wildom, righte ouſneſs, ſancłification 


- ba Fas Or gre and go devote myſelt wholly to him 
5 Y life and ig death. WE 8 n ee A e i 


"After I had been ſome ſhore yime--at- Dalkeith; 
and at Ianerkeithing, in both of . which places I en- 
d ſatisfaction in the ordinances of God, Eretuto- 
ed to Edinburgh at Martiamas 1702. L met with a 
2 trial from the hand of a near relation”; but 
Was made to 4150 that 3 it was God's correction of me 
ob account. of my grieving his Spirit ; that my kind 
father hac ers my cup; and that many of ' the 


„ d people had been tryſted with ſuch trials. 


Ir che; begioning of /1703, we were exceedingly 
pprehedſive'of the toleration, if not re- eſtabliſh- 


1 ment of Frelacy : but God, by throwing the Par- 


Hament into confußon on that point, prevented 


; | their doing any thing; and ſo graciouſly anſwered 

duk prayers." Retiring to Eaſt Lothian, I, at ſacra- : 
; | mental asd other occaſions, found God 1 
per. preſene in his, ordinances. | Leaving th 


s place, [ 

came to the Inch, where I found favour with thoſe 
Dith whom I lived, and the Lord continued his fa- 
Vvours towards me; and gave me remarkable, but 


hort lived eta over 885 e 22 99 
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n- In 1704, the Lord, at firſt, led me / out to ſweet” 1 

ag meditations On hüt I' had bern ſecking, gorten | 15 
th from and given to Jeſus Chriſt. Bat, by my nde 
ch glecting io watch and fight againſt my predominaut 
ſliſts, my inward plagues increaſed upon me. The 

1 different parties in my foul beſtirring themſetves, 4 

in was terrified, left I ſhonld prove an hypocrite, and 

ow turn out a ſtuwbliog- block to otbers. My fears, 

le that the Lord had left me, were like to fine me 

ag = in public ordipances, or in (ccfet; or in con- 

. verſe with the godly, and eſpecially in hearin ga ſer- 

ul mon on - John xii. 26. I had my ſoul powerfully - 

0 | metted with the love of Chriſt; ; and my Beart burnt | 

n. with defire to follow and ſerve him. But my proſe. : 

u perous ſtate was ſoon turned ivro F About a 

m fortnight after, a ſervant fell into a fever; and a 1! 
97 was much impreſſed with her death, 1 wreſfled with 
hy the Lord to prepare her for the eternal ſtate. | Be- 

» WU iog much farigued, T caſt myſelf on a bed in the 

** next room. In a moment the candle wbich I bad” 

® with me, kindled the hangings. - But, providenti- 

ut ally, one came to the door. 1 got up like one half 

e WW dittratted, and put out the flame at the expence of 

d burning my owy hands. I was in a terror left he 

” fright might bave haſtened the dea of the fick 


2 perſon, and fo it be chargeable on me. This ſhut 
ly me up to folemy prayer aod ſupplication to God for 
a- | both her and myſelf. And though my body was 
177 in extremity of pain, it was a pleaſant night to my - 
d i foul. 1 beheld the Sun of. righreeuſueſs ariſe with 
d healing under his wings; 1 faw that, in this diſpen- 


% || pcoſation of the burning, God had an boly — 
'y | reproving me for a flame of paſſion; in Which I hac MM 
1 been a few days before. I ſaw that Satan had a ma- 
le licious; and I bad a careleſs hand i Rees hs jy 
* ; Notwithſtanding! ſome blinks of the Lord's comm. | 
at | tenance at the communions of Dalkeith, Libberton, 

h Laſwade, and Leith, I was generally oppreſſed with — 

2 of en of mind. 1 art all the Lord's pro- 


of ff ˙ 


BY in 


| all tet 1 had done. The whole 


a 4 dove, thai 1 | 
: In eee of. 1704, 1 was. Or. by trouble 


45 gious en more cal 
| trials of reproach in the families. that I lived in; but 
the 28 ay car me under them, and kept me, 


* wour _— enen 3 to God, 


- 


2 


oy. lang 
D) 1 75 


ficat wee were e manifeſtly contra- 

wy atheiſm and vobelief 

where 1 would. I loſt 
duties, aud had no ſtrength 
| Ted I'was a terror to 

Ifow 28 1 ignorant of my 

pathize with me. „ 

| Be 5 ro encou- 
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| Grd Ported 5 theſe = 
er. XA. 7, . Let 19 115 Fo 
By a ſermon of a ſiranger ' miniſter « bb Plal. . 23. 
O love the Lord, all ye his ſeihts,“ eſpecially al- 


tete came; home, to 5 what the Lord had 
- done for my foul, even more that he had done for 
Fr ny of his dear children; 3. how ungratefully I had 


ſtowed the love due ro him upon his rivals, who 


I: no. way deſerved i itz and that he Was yet willing o 


give me new proofs of his love, notwithſtan 75 
Ni. of Ezekiel wa 
preſented to me as a juſt picture of wyſeif Under 


1 th diſcovery,. I longed to be with him, where there 


be no parting or ſinning. A was led to admire, 
„though under my ſpiritual diſtempers, I alway 


: E 8 e ted the Lord to come againſt me in ſome dread- 


Judgment, Jet when he comes, it is wholly in 
ergr.—0 how I wiſhed for wings like 
might fly away, and be at reſt above 


achüt in the beginning of 1705, bad wy 
pirits oper and was e to attend ta reli 


Wing by them, in the ilſue. 


g of our nation with England on terme cdntra- 


* 


eſs,—I had different 


| 20ohall, at ſacramental pccalions, and bn or 


5 ncileableneſs of his providences with hispromiſe 


Rep n i L "of Et; Mas Wah "YT 
the fad conſequences which Tap) 


prehende wa 
and did iſſue from it. - 15 cried x might eh ord 
to preſerve and rexive his covenanted. "work- of te- 
formation among us. og to. Gilmerton 


RerormDg 
in Eaſt Lothiap, in bearing of Me: Fin 


1 ordinary 

| Sabbaths, had dul much rette eg. Neve: - 
theleſs, I had no Tce "of wind, through . | 
Wo that God's providences to me were 
Ws his promiſes , and through ihe dreadful 
prevalency of my predominant and other indwelling 

 corruptions, 7-1 thought myſelf like a travailing no 

man, having many 15 e $, cvery one of the 

as if ſhe, would. juſt be delivered, 7 Jer bringin 
| Form nothing but F Ok, like 4 „ tolled by 
orms, ſametimes near and, york: bo y A contra 
ry wind, driven without fight of Fl 3 fan like 290 N 
pPurſue "from plas to place by the hawk. 5s 
fime, when jn agony of ſoul 1 was belching | 
fore the-Lord my in fernal complaints of the 175 
ad, reſolyi iÞg to give up with religion altogether, ks . 
e ige my mind, Det thou well to te anpry * 
n iv, 4, 9 Ob, how my ſoul was ftruck un 
wonder and a 6niſhwent at bis uinparalleled f 1 
15 and kindnefs I defired to mourn over theſe 
_ things in my conduct, Which bad 1 | 
wo and gracious Lord: ; OR alas | 4 alas 4 r 
t heart! 0 YL bv LSD | 
e everthelcly qbitkty, telapled tals day gebe of 
the reality of my grace, and of the reconciſeablenely 
of God's providences to his promffes eried bite 
terly for deliverance: but tber mort 'Fufed means to 


remove my plagues,” they uck the klo ſer to me. 


Being unſkilfet and unfft for my bufineſs. I begged 


the Lora would direct me to manage things to my] 


maſter and miſtreſs's ſatisfaction; He granted my 

requeſt in a degree that aſtoniſhed me. — Sir David 

8 * going ä I could not think 5 
2 of 


46. | Price Galla umb 
f going along with them. —providence, in à fer 
dag after, fixed me miſtreſs of the Trades Hoſpital. 
be Lord — me to execute. this office far 
|. beyond my expectation. In prayer with, and in- 
83 of the children, often felt ſenüble unt. 
ance, , with power and life to my own ſou] —But, 
alas I when I was at ſecret duty, I had no life, ner 
bi ſap ; and thought. 1 bad been, all my days a pa 555 
bypocrite Such ſirange, contradictions were h 
| eaſe, ——At once, I was/pverwhelmed: with ſeveral 
| kinds of outward trouble j 'violent;temptations from 
Satan to atheiſm; uohelick,, and quarreling with 
1 :—dreadfolly” raging. inward. .corruptions 5—= 
md, which was heavieſt of all, an abſent and angry 
ord; Theſe things ſo diſheartened and diſquizted ; 
== we that Thad neither heart nor hand for religious 
ais, r ut was altogether dead ſenſeleſs, and 6+. 
rote. eruption of paſſion occafioned: by u my o 


bvbverbearing one fadly reproach me, helped on che bad 
fame of my foul, — But in ſecret and public exer- 
wm cilcs at our facramental occafion,: I had my ſqul . 
1 ſearched, and my hands remarkably Rah All 
E = -. former experiences were cleared up as mul gras 
duns. The promiſes of God's covenantwvere f {hes 
dire ide in 8 fulneſs, freedom, and infallible 83 
firmneſs ; and I was enabled to lay hold on, ad 
claim them as the 15 round of my ſure hape, and  - 
devote my whale ſelf to | Jeſus. Chriſt, as, made of 
. God to me, wiſdom, Mee ir ſandtivieation | 
_ 13 he N e Jy bs 1 aer 
B vod fave me. 15 8 
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8 o a ſpurning and re ining At. 


| fo ignorant as to' Have! Next to no ap . ons 
death; bur, one of my companions 7 
on concerh aht it, 1 began to think of it; and 
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iel cot rup ption 11 bee, very early 

in a femat dre avert 10 If at inſtruction 3. 
I'p proper reproof © 

correction; —in "manitold SAL of. actual iran? 
ereffions in both Heart and li 5 But, about the 71 

and roth years \ of. 106 like, the Lord began to _ 


with my foul, as a Spirit. of bondage... I had Me 
peakiog with 


the thoughts of it were often very heavy and terrible 


to me, The public execution of ſome perſons. for 
_ mibrder alſo made me concerned, bow td get thro? 
the world, without bringing myſelft to ſuch a y 24 i 
ful end. None of thele impreffions affected me 


with any real conviction of fin, or care about tha 


 falvatjon of my ſoul; nor did they make me e 


to'God for ſupport, under, or Og from, my in- 


; br diſtreſs. | 


- My Fr circumſtances now Tequired he ow 


put me into Herriot's hoſpital, where] tell under 
42 
| began to be convinced d of. wy. .commiſſion. af; actual 
fins, and omiflion of: my commanded dyties, and of, 
my duty to ſeek the Lord in the days of oy youth. 
His ſermons from Keel, Fil, i Fer ek 124were, 
_ peculiarly affecting to x rm 
become ſerious bob b e e of 5 ſoul. My - 
| heart trembled when I heard the awful = 8 


miniftry of Mr, H art, an alarming preacher. I 


fen to 


the law explained: but it was not inwardly melted; 


On diverſified pretexts and excuſes. I deferred all 


performance of that which was 4s neceſſary to Promote 


cl 


. 
uy 
9 
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9 to : * ae Grifinnity exonplifed. 5 
Hetwden the foth and 43th years of by lite 1 
was torribly harraſſed with the temptations of gatan, 
He, by different artifices, Ind, with great violence, 
inſiſted that Ioſhould gin bim my ſeul. Notwith- 
maudiag that my faul aQually, loathed it, ſiruggled 
againſt itz ang complained againſt, it, he forced 
on me, over the; beliyof;all conviction: cd opp 
ton, almoſt conſtantly, for ſix or (yen e. 
jnduce me to a compliance, be labourcd to perſu 
me, that Cod neither did, nor could he thought to 
bave elected, from all etecnity, ſuch a poor, filly, 
vile creature; and ſo it was impofſible; far me to be 
_ fayed.” He repreſented to mes that I wauld k 4 
Woche of companiods in going to hell, and but 
| Few in going to beaven : He ſugge ed, that "might 
der form all che duties of religion, f 1 as; 
; Faeser would take me fran 8 ati;..and 
that I might even take my Bible wi nh me, 9 et 
read it and be good, and the Lord would, be 
ciful to me; aud loi ar pun ; * 
Mo 15 A 50 16 56 —— 1 
My ſpirits bew igt bychis lang FFAs 
 harrafſments;; and all hope or core about. the. cter. 
pal ſalvation of, my ſoul almoſt gone, e 
me, bpe night; when bad fallen A in the q) 

g 2 of prayer wich uren ee abi, = 
WD. ord that my heart yielded to him ; and 
immediately awalctd under inexpreflible terror, ore. 
rot, and diſtraction of mind. Now, my own c 
ſcience, ia a terrible manner, 4 SL with Field, 

vg te Satan,! My apprehenſion, that T was, no! 
bis by my own:donation,,, were, o terril ible, 'tha NF 
world have given ten thouſand. worlds to have 
apy Hopes of recovery or ſalvstlon. loften l 
| R- as fore of hell as if I were in it. already. 5 
When ſitting by the fire, I often thought how dread- 
ful it woulck be for me to burn, thro? all eterniiy, 
under the infinite wrath of God* I often put my 


ru” or band to the ä that 1 might feel the tor - 
| DET. ment 
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neut of that which was but a faint emblem of that 
_ which I was to ſuffer for ever. I even ſometimes 
imagiped, that I ſaw' in the fire repreſentations» of 


men burning in hell. My cafe was the more dread- 


ful as 1 did not lay it before the Lord, and could 


got deal with him as my God in Chriſt. 


1 durſt not tell it to any other, leſt they ſhould pre- 


ſeutly kill me, as one unfit to be permitted to live 
on earth. Satan ſtil} preſſed me to furrender IP: 


ſoul to bim, as violently as ever. 


Notwithſtanding Ireckoned my caſe ate 1 
laboured ta find out, if any had ever been ſo carri- 


ed away by the temptations of Satan. I began to 

apply myſelf more cloſely to religious duties, and 

LHid myſelf open to the word preached ; but I could 

/ find nothing that could reach my caſe.” T had full 

and free offers of Chriſt and his ſalvation. ;- but 1 

thought there v ſomething ſo ſingular in my con- 

dition, as excluded me from the benefit of them. 

l began to have ſome notion of praying in the name 

of Chriſt: but I had no ſpiritual Loowledfaot 
1 Cheſt or of God as in him. 


"Under my long continued difireſs; my exercifs 


became more and more diverſified; Satan labour - 


ed to perſuade me, that, as I was not elected, all my 


diligence. in duty was to no purpoſe. I was ſo ig- 
- . Harabt, that Tcould ſay nothing to the contrary— 


He laboured to fill my thoughts with the moſt hor- 


rid and blaſphemous thoughts of God. I bad of- 


ten ſuch impreſſionꝭ of my own guilt and lothſome - 


neſs, and of God's dreadful per fections, that I durſt 
not look up to the elouts; for fear of iome ſudden 


ſtroke to hurry me into eternal miſery. When 1 


Went to bed, I was terrified that my awakening 
Would de in hell. When awakened: im the morn» 
_ Ing, I was afraid of ſome ſudden ſtroke before night. 


The terrors of the Lord drank up my n 5 
was like to go diſtracted under them, Fſalm la xxii. 


2 ED » and OF J 3. When I tried to eaſe my 


$74 e N . oy mind | 


120; Praten, Chrilnity erte, 
mind with diverſion, the terror of my mind foreed 
me to leave it, and retire to bemoan my caſe.— To 
| binder me from ſecret prayer, Satan made me terri - 
fied to be alone in the dark, leſt he ſhould appear 
to me in a viſible ſhape. L in a great meaſure, 
concealed my trouble, which made it prey the more 
dreadfully upon my Ipirite, Satan perſuaded me, 
that ] had finned the unpardonable fio againſt the... 
Holy Ghoſt, | which exceedingly increaſed the an- 
guiſh of my ſoul.—Perceiving, one day, that thoſe 
ſerious companions whom I frequented, behaved, + 
| ſbyly towards me, I was tempted to think, that t 
Lord had diſcovered my reprobate ſtate to them, 
 - which had made them forſake me. My con ſciengg, 
being now awakened, I ſtood conviaded of mann,, 
ſins, which had never before given me any trouble, 
— Phe threatenings of God's law on account of, m. 
_ fins, were fo fearfully impreſſed on my mind, that... 
Loften wiſhed I had never been born, or had beeg..; 
formed a beaſt. I would have given a world to, 
bade had my ſoul in the ſtead of any ſoul of my come 
panions; 2s 1 thought. there were hopes of mercy... 
for them, but none for me. A ſentence, o geterot 
nal condemnation being already paſſed in my o-ꝗ] ˙un 
conſcience againſt me. I thought myſelf wholly and 
irrevocably caſt off by -God.— Nevertheleſs, the 
Lord ſeeretly ſupported me, and kept me attending 
3 particularly ſecret prayer; mi · 
niſters were helped to ſpeak as particularly e . 
caſe, as if God had ho fora them, EMS hace: 
When my ſoul was n very low, and pining 
away in my blood of dreadful wounds, and no han 9 
to help or eye to pity me, Ezck. Xvi. 4. 5. Pl 
cxlii. 4. the Lord, by the preaching of the Fx tg wy 
diſeovered to me the way of liſe and ſalvation. thrg!..., 
- Chriſt, I was malle to fee, that all mankind are, 
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1 abe uf ef my beldg 55 wn Pr od, wee 

„ 5. 21 eb agu 5 ig, 1 5 TOM : 
infitite wiſdom, bl e Bins _— $9 Wen ; 
for fiiffol men, cltcug! 1 81 8 Op Hon; 9 Ys 
Chriſt had, in conſe: quetes : of 0h eee wo 

; them, aſſumed gbr Rae ang ft l eyed and 855 

I ſufffted every thi HeceHary xx, tor, 185 _ 

ele men: had t Eb. 1 an 9h Ps ree offers 7." 

grace and beter in and 155 „made to me- 

f Thos urft zed | me. | rom ane refu 8 of 


ip” 


e 


the 3 vo 400 laſt refuge ge, to. Which I: 5 
5 45 Wente wyle and indeed: 1 found lum the” ' ' 
1 ſwerteſt, ſureſt, aud RAN. I was made to ſee, that 
'W falvation was to be had only in and through him: 


N A. dim or to him, I beboved to renouggce 
£ all my own good d tpöſitions, thought: vords, or 

7 wabky 27 Yi nt of tl alireoulveſs and = fication be- 
I fofe God. In giving 1 up with theſe, eſpecially ſuch 
8 as I thought, I had enjoyed remarkable. A 
I 

I 


from God in, Fhad nô ſmall difhculty ; 3 but, by gra- 
duklly Uiſcoveritig their ioſuMiciency and the me- 
cho of eternal life through the rl eee of 
[| Cltiff;\and that his and mine Big by. no means 
beg pled together, he made me to yield. I was 
"= fully Were to an earneſt deſire abd 2 
, ap: der Velen from fin aud wrath,. as well 5 
8 from the continued 51 of my own conſcience: 
aad all other ways of life and. ſalvation ſailing, I was 
1 content to have ie ok Any; terms. by | FIR, 5 
Satan fearing, that he was to be 4 | out, * | 
did all that hie could to keep me from, hriſt: We; 1 
5 the” Holy Ghoſt enabled me to perceixe, the,vanity 
and falſhood of his: ſug} 9 4 0 A, miniſter, in his 
k ſermon labbuted ro Dering e me, that. mihopt par- 
„ ricular confeſſion of my x How, there could. be no ge- 1 
neral pardon of them. This I could not do, nor: 
5 could 1 ink of confeſfiag my yielding to Satans WM 
; A to wal him my ſoul, without ſhame and _ 
3 FN" | 


%, l / F - y \ 


| hs Cbri nn Wrong 
- But, the Lord impreffiog my mind with 
the thoughne, that all my fins would be laid open 
Weſore — whoſe ond. at the laſt day, I therefore 
| 'effayed err k Irticular acknowledgment of them, . 
+ And to — 7 Rem to ). us Chriſt for pardon 
und waſhing through his_bl160d, But, for a while, 
eis was only done in ſupe ct minter 1 great · 
I feared, that 1 had ſiuned xhe ſid agaiaſt the Holy 
Ghoſh, But, by 4 ſermon of Mr. Reid, 1 found 
dAhat 1 Had not Anined 3 it, fince I Was, in fome mea- 
fore, williog to part with fin, and to come to Jeſus 
| Chriſt'for We ad ſalration- 1 faw that'my conſci- | 
Ence could not charge we with all the ingredients 
=_— contained inthe ordinary deſeription of it, —[faw_ 
no, that Jeſus Chriſt was able ro ſave me: but 1 
| | N _ doubted. if he was willing ; or, if F was within his 
_eommiſhon.” But, by his holding: forth unto me 
 bis-abſolore;/ full, ad free promiſes, ſuch as Rev. 
ii, ). „ Whoſoever will, let him come: and 
se uke the water of life freely, Ifa. lv. 1. „Ho, e- 
-®yery” one that thirſteth, come“ Matth. xi. 28. 
, Oome unto me all ye that above; and-are heavy 
laden; and 1 will giee you reſt.” John vi. 37- 
Him that cometh 4 me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt 
hu. And by reading a diſcourſe on this ſub- 
| jet, I was inſtructed, ahve if I was wilting to de 
_ Mdfaved by Chriſt} it was a ſure evidence, that he was 
_  willvg to ſave me 28 my willingneſs to be ſaved by 
e could only proceed from his willingneſs to 
fade me. In the view of theſe thivgs, the Lord e- 
nabied me to- renſon thus with myſelf, Here are 2b 
ſoluteßz fun and free protniſes of falbation, in which 
none are ech but tbofe that will not have it. 
4 From God's word. 1 fad, that all ſinners of every 
ſiort or run ar6*alled 10 Tecelve it, without f), 
and without price” This ene ouraged me te verre 
my ſoul Ipo chit way of falvafion through Chrift, 
nnd I effiyed'ro believe upon, and embrace him — 
1 Km &i} _ ; TIO * ag n. 
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8 in Is De ET as n 
day vf lar power z _ * nature Wa e un- 
5 renewed. 
But Kn March 470g, in che 1h 1 SE. _ 
8 = life; while I was employed ig et prayer; amidft 
> no ſmall fear and dread, the ravoused me with 
..a moſt powerful, and heart · quickening and capti- 
 vating diſcovery of himſelf. In liebe fs can 
word, he manifeſted, himſelf i in bis natures, in the 
ſeveral divine perſons, ſtatious, and work in pro- 
moting our redemption In this light, I had a bright 
enlightening view of the Son of God in my nature, 
as through his undertaking and accompliſhment of 
te great work of redemption, my only, way to 
the Father, and mean of peace with him. The eyes 
of my ſaul were fixed upon Chriſt, a6 my/ atonin 
and feconciling ſacrifice, in whoſe obedience 5 
ſufferings imputed to me, I could only be pardoued 
and accepted before God, according to. the exceed- 
nag riches, and to the oraiſe of the glory of his prace- 
Altes a guilty, ſelt deſtroying inner, was deter- 
8 mined and enabled; willingly, to accept of Jeſus 
18 zit, as the Lord my righteouſneſs, deſiring to 
. de found under the covert of his blood — The Lord 
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pProclaimed his name before me, as the Lord God 
metaiful- and gracious, pardoning iniquity, tranſ- 
greſſion and Gia, in Chriſt. He, in bis on light, 
clearly manifeſted to me fall and eke right 


_- righteouſneſs, for pardon. aud ſah He gave 
me a broad view ol the abſolute, pramiſes,. offers, 
and invitations of Ahe goſpel, in ordeg to encourage 
e iq come 10 Chill: He gare me. an extenſive 
| 1 my $0, eee n e an infinite 
great, glorious, gracigus ad mectcitpl. God, and 
Ae me kindly acknowledge, Mat, he would be juſt 
ibough, on accgunt, of. them, he ſhouid for ever 
| conden me e hell., My. foul haviog 
„ 84a ſaving difcgyer 25 apd being power 
N * N out. after er Him, aud God as my recon. - 
Fn | Ciled 


124 Pre ic  Chrifttanity exemplified 
 clled God.io him, vas enabled to make a full, free, 
_ 2ngenuous Lud particular confeſſion of all my 

ins, traoſgrefſions and iniquities, which my con- 
ſeſenee ehürged upon. me, ang kindly to lament o- 


ver them, asd earneſtly beg far the pardon of them, 


however unparalleled in their ns ture or aggravati- 
ons, only through, and on account of Jeſus? blood. 
Ellas enabled to lead with, God upon his own 
5 | een STINT : 
free offers and ablo ute promiſes of Chriſt and ſal- 
vation through . cordially and ſolemnly to 
declare m acceptance of bim in all bis offices, rela- 


- Hons, and tylneſs, and of Gochig him, as my alone 
and all ſuffieient por tion.—I was enabled cheerfully 
Lud heartily to renonince all my own. righteouſneſs, | 
and to give up with. the ſervice of fin, Satan and 
the world ; and 10 cry for victory over all my for- 
mer lords and lovers, throu gh. Jeſus? blood. 
was enabled to devote, myſelf wholly and for ever 
to him alone, that,he might ſanctify as well as ſave 


4 


PR 


| me, renew all the powers of my ſoul, reader all the | 
— members of my body inſtruments of, righteouſneſs, 
and Gifpole of me and all that. pertained 10 mess 
| beſt (anfwered the purpoſes. of bis glory. {was e- 
Babled to give up to bim all my fins to be waſhed a» 
way in his blood, all my plagues to be healed by him, 
and all my wants to be ſu pplied io, by, and through 
bim ——T was enabled, in the ſtreogth of his grace, 


10 reſolve to be for Chriſt, and not for another; 
to proclaim and wage war in his name and ſtrength, 
_ againſt. fin, Satan, aud the world and to ſeek, 
etre, fear, and obey him all the days of my life. 
Al bas enabled earneſtly to cry to him for his Spi- 
ritto teach, lead, ſirengthen and; uphold me; and 


Wat he would never leave me nor forſake me.—In 


dae "the Holy Ghoſt, as à Spirit of licht and life in 
Cuyrict ſeſus, Tweety, powertully,. and efficaciouſſy 
entered into my oul, filling it with a marvellous and 
 fatisfying compoſure and Joy, delight and ſucceſs 
religious . ĩͤ tif A wt, 1s 5 
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My joy ci peace in believing had. IL 985 con- 
tiaued, when I began to doubt of wy ſaving intereſt 


ia Chriſt, and to fear that the work wfonght in me. 
was not really gracious. 'The ſacrament happening 
to be diſpenſed ſoon after, my father told me, that 


as he had devoted me to the Lord in baptiſm, 4 7 


was now my duty to dedicate mylelf to him in che 
ſacrament of his ſupper. Notwithſtanding my fears : 


concerning myſelf, and the hindrance which I. 


with from Satan and my lufts,—1, after a ier | 


conteflion of my fins'before the Lord, and fleeing 


from them all to foo blood and grace of Jeſus Chriſt; 


and aſking forgiveneſs of my parents with reſpect 


to what offences I bad given them,—ventured for- 
ward, and with much cheerfulneſs commemorated 


the dying love of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Plenderleich's 


very pleaſant to me. I went away rejoicing in 


Spirit, and was helped to continue ſeeking Jeſus 
of Nazareth, and more and more ſpiritual know 


ledge of wie. And after the Lord had graciouſly 


_ renewed my heart, the faculties of my ſoul appear- 
ed more enlarged, and my mind was more enligh- 
tened, my will more renewed, my memory more 


ſanctified, and diſpoſed to retain ſpiritual truths, 


and my affections more and more let! pon their pre: 
mY ob ject. . n . uin 347 9 85 
Not long able F Lak ed ramental ee 


at Leith, where, notwithſtanding manifold fears 


and earneſt Quigoing of heart after hi 


the Lord's 


f compoſure. 
ter this, I tel} into great depth of ſpiritual trouble, 
: Wn Wawa el farthereſt» n 


ſermon on Saturday from Hoſ. xi. 4. that ſeripture 
; Song iv. 16. which Thad been praying over, and v. 1 
in the ſervice of the table, and the lines of Plalm, | 
x8ii. 9, 10. ſung when I was going from i it, were 


a * 


concerning my faving intereſt in Jeſus Faun I, at. 
the Lord's table, had ſome meaſure 


was 


e Pratt Ovifinnity bern 
dais no: Goc 1% and lady complied there with. My 
cen bould not comprebend his exifiepee from 
all eteraity z und cherefore ſtrongly doubted: the 
_ reuth/of'i it. +My-foul was filled with the mot and 
ful thoughts concerving this. I cried to the Lord 
or ſaving diſcoveries of himſelf, and laboured * 
oppoſe — thoughts which were forced 
upon me. I retired to the fields for prayer — 4 
meditation I thefe viewed the creatures around, 
below or above me, and aſked my ſoul, Wbence 
all theſe; could proceed, if there was not a God, 
who had ercated them? By reading che reaſoning | 
bol Vincent io his catechiſm on this point, I obtained 
more light and knowledge cobcernipg the exiſtence 
of God: But it was the word of God re 


applied to my lou by the Holy Ghoſt, its own 
| ligbt andefficacy;ithat-ſertled:me-in: thebe ait b oY 
eexiſtence. Þ had afterward? no ſmall exet iſe ot 


mind concerning the Trinity "of perſons in the God · 
"” htad, and the proper divinity of Jeſus. Chriſt. But, 
| by the powerful application of that text, — — 
20. At that day, ye mhall e Fam in my 
Father, and you in me, and U in you,“ my mind 
was ſweetly enlightened and calmed; and I ſaw chat 
it was my duty to beliene what the ſeriptures teſtiſy 
concerniog theſe truths, and ſuſpend my perfect 
apprehenſion oi them, fill L ſee him face to face. 
Vintentu proofs: of the true godbead of the Father, 
"ns and Holy Choſt were likewiſe: very uſeful for 
iuſtrüction and confirmation i in this matter. u, 
"-NaraltYidnding? may--perplexity, 1 adventured to 
1 Lord's ſupper in Mirch your bur: 
with lirtle of no ſſenpſible comfort io my But | 
8 going jato the fields for meditation o Monday: af. 
ternoon, that 'word Hof, ii, 19. wilbebetrothe 
< thee unto me for eter : yea lowillrbetrothe cheese 
«goo moin rigbreou fs and in judgment; and in 
5 « loving kin qe ſa and in mercies as darted in- 
to my tout'with io EN Power, wy and life, as 


| plain y 


% 


in the 1 of John b 0 i 


My plataly marked it to have come from God, —and 
m relieved me from my inward diſfreſs. and irreſiſti- 
he bly drew out my whole heart to Jeſus Chriſt 
4. | Nevertheleſs, it was not long, when, through the 
rd ſtrength of my corruptions; my formality in religi- | 
to ous exerciſes, and the temptations of Satan, 1 was 
ed + agaio plunged! into doubts and fears, particularly | 
pd . with reſpe& to my haldivg out in 4 time of perſe- 

" "i cution. But, by a ſermon of Mr. Mitchel, 1 was 
ce inſtructed, That the Lord gives out no more of bis. 
d, grace to his people, thm what their prelent duty calls 

ug tor; and that therefore it was my duty alway to des- 
-— pend upon Jeſus: Chviſt for! grace and.aftrevgehs tu ths 
cc pertorm every piece ot duty, which and hen he 
by, called for at my hand. I was further confirmed by. | 
n another note at the ſervice of 'the Lord's table, ace 
bs which I ſbon after communicated, himing, That 
of if T hat engaged to-follow Chriſt in his, not in wy 
1. own ſtrength, his grace would be ſufficient for me, 
ich : andhis — made perfect in my weakneſs, 2 Cor, 


xi rc auf ich came with ſuch power, light and life, 
28 to deliver me from all my fears om this head, and 
cbabled me 10 come eee God my 
ſtreng n!! PTY WER 
"Nowithſtanding's wude Beens matifelinions 
of the Lord's ipecial loving kindneſe, which 1;had:. 
enjoyed, my on unwa'chfulnels; negieofrdutys. 
particular failures, or the Lord's withdrawment Of 
his ſenſible preſence-from-mey ſtilloccalioned much 
doubtiug of my ſaving iatereſt in Jeſus Chriſt. 1 
ould not deny his wort on 10 8 ſoul : but I would 
ve had more ſenfible and, particular evidence of 
tbve. I even envied their happineſs, Sho had - 
_ diſtin; ſenſible affucance of their intereſt in Jeſus: 
Chriſt, and would have given à world to have uch 
aſſurance of my oa intereſt in him In ſeenert 
prayer, I, in great agony, made a very ſolemn but 
mn not altogether cautious, dedication 6f myſelf tio him, 
as and . alter ne een 9 
„ Re; 5 I 


128 Prafilical Chriftianity exemplified 
up my intereſt io himſelf. At a ſacrament at Tnne- 
reſk, I thought I felt no ſenſible impreſſions of the 

Spirit of God; and nevertheleſs afterward felt more 
oft inward ſtrength for duty, love to God, and his 

way, than I had done before. Being ſoon after re- 
markably deſerted at the ſermons on Saturday, at 
the communion of Leith, I retired to the fields for 
prayer and meditation, and in my uſual manner on 
ſuch occaſions, endeavoured ſolemaly to confe is my 
iniquities before the Lord, renew my acceptance of 
him, and dedicate myſelf unto him. But my heart 
being quite dull, dead and lifeleſs, I took my Bible, 
in order to-try if he would quicken me by his own 
„word. I read the 45th chapter of Iſaiah with great 
fſatis faction ; but the 24th and 25th verſes, '© Surely 
3 15 4 ſhall ohe ſay, In the Lord have I righteouſneſs | 
„40 And ftrength —In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 
; * [{raet be juſtified, and ſhall glory,” were applied 
to my heart with inexpreſſible power, light and life. 
I found them, and did eat them, and they were to 
me the joy and rejoicing of my heart. With the 
moſt raviſhing pleaſure and ſatisfaction, I ſaw, and 
acquieſced in, Jeſus Chriſt as my all ſufficient aLL 
IIꝝ ALL; in whom alone Thad righteouſneſs to juſti- 
ff fy me before God, and firength to enable me to the 
performance of every duty. I perceived more clear- 
ly than ever before, what a God Jehovah was in 

- Him to my ſoul. All my ſpiritual bands were looſ- 

end, and prayer and other religious duties were my 
pleaſure and delight. — But, alas ! it was not long 
when this lively and delightful frame was exchanged 
For wonted doubts and fears: 

As the miniſtry of Mr. Hart had beeh very uſeful. 
to me ia the beginning of my concern about ſalva- 
tion, I bad an carneſtdefire to hear him again, when 
I I was-labouring under doubts about my intereſt in 

Chriſt. He preached from Pfal. xvi. 2. O my 

4 ſoul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, Thou art my 
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_viths/ rgeeivef and reſt upon him for life and lal- 


actuel poſſeſſion of Jeſus Curif.” Ant ever nee, 


ments of his ten ſible preſence, för holy and wiſe; 
endiknown to himſelf, I never dare call my inte 


/i h . A. 


For my further eſtabliſhment, I Was directed“ 
to hear many of his ſent ſervants, who more diſtin&Q-* 
1y:;preached the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the v. 


| Norwithſtandiog all theſe 'mapifeltations 5 G f 
2 lays.;to - my ſoul, Satan very often upbfaided. we... 
the Lord, without any ſenſible deliverapcc,. I went. 
at the Lord's table ſer ved vy Mg. Hamilton, my 
_ rengtly.z ang theft new; grip gf tþ 


ache only mean dt chre and ns Ht 100 ME 150 3 
was drawedgutiionants him, it eee 


. 3 3 
4 «> 2 


aud * of the old — 5 felt cure and 


ers, 120 being. 
le se with the way by eo and fe dig, in 
bw mM and being. poxertolly determined to 8 


vation; as freely bfferad in the goſpel, '&c rueſe 
hints were of Marvęllaus efficacy for ch he ſeetlement 
of my mind concernidg my ſaving intereſt in, add 


I have heen tryſted with wavifold withdraw-" 


re& ja: him, aad his love and favour to into 
queſtion, but, xe Jeſus Chriſt, ery unto Rim. 
My Gad, my God, why halt thou forſaken me 1 


life and ſalvation in and through him, and hi ri | 
live on, and walk in him by faith. ö 


7 


. 7 
9 
> © 
- 


with my yielding to his remptations to give him m 
ſouls: After I had frequently laid e e, 


to a ſacrameotal occaſigy.at* Car boch; aud there,' 


caſe yas: xa Stn and ina met line manner. fe- 
preſented, and Jeſus: brit Reid e oy * 


manner, as held forth for The: curing of all the bites 


bens 


1 2 F x: N 


-- ps | Praflical Chriflianity exemplifed 


; 4 
* @' + 
8 : 


ing over Satan through Jeſus Chriſt. Nor have 1 
ever fince felt much uneaſineſs of this kind in my 


- as Meſſrs. Mair and M'Laren, the Lord made ſingu- 


the marks of thoſe that had been pluckt out of the 
fie, proved cxceedin 
ing to my foul. 


._ dered me from making acquaiatance.—Having one 
_ -  Pious lad, E ſaid, that it was à pity there was not 
8 week for prayer and ſpiritual cooference z and if I 
- Pleaſed 1 might join them I conſented. Upon 


Walt on the Lord: be of good courage, and he 


_ * the Lord,” which afforded me preſent comfort 
and relief: but that oath of ntjuration which did ſo 


* ” 


'» _ found much of the Lord's prefence, and much true 


f 


ſpirit. A ſermon of Mr, Cuthbert, whom, as well 


_ . _ larly uſcful to me, on Zech. ti. 2. The Lord re- 
_ ' * buke- thee, © Satan; even the Lord that hath 
_ * chofen Jeruſalemrebuke thee. Is not this a brand 
=_  * pluckt our of the fire?“ in which he repreſented 


gly comfortable and eſtabliſh- 


_ - - Hlitherto 1 had been excetdingly retired in my re- 
.  » - Bgious exerciſes j but now found ſome inclination 
0 Chriſtian company. My baſhfolneſs however hin- 


Sabbath eunverſed a Hite to my edification with a 
more Chriſtian converſe among profeffors. . He 


his Satan and my own wicked heart exceedingly 
- haraifed me with ſuggeſtions, that I would mar the 
duty, as I had not ſenſe to pray in public before o- 
 __ _ thers, laid my caſe before the Lord; and he im- 
preſſed on my mind that word, Pſalm xxvii. 14. 


imparted to my heart, and went away triumph- 


binted to me, that he and fome others met once a- 


2 


fall irengthen thine beart ; wait, I ſay, upon 


much hurt to the church U Scotland. occaſioned 5 
the diflolution of our praying fociety, as we differ- 
cel in our judgment concerning the conduct of our 
miniſter. I foon after joined with another ſociety 

_ of more experienced Chriſtians, in which I have 
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Before the Lord cleared up my caving intereſt in 
bimſelf, he dealt with me as with a young child, in 


1 | ing me up, and delivering me in a moſt particular 

way, But ſince he clearly manifeſted it, he makes 
me cry and ſeek for my food. Nevertheleſs, I muſt 
h on to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, that 1 
4 | | have enjoyed many ſenfible manifeſtations of his 
Fl kindneſs. What Bethels and Peniels I have — 1 
; Carnock, Airth, Dunfermline, Torryburn, Culrots,: 
KY South: ferry, Abercorn and Gladſmuir, where ate - 
tended ſacramental occaſions, and in the tofboothr 
ick O how much foul ſwcetnefs I found in my 
Lord's ſervice What a kind maſter be hath been 
to me [-—By what a ſecret, but gracious hand, he 
bore me up, and carried me, ſtep hy ſtep, to him 
ſelf And ſince, what ſatis faction my ſoul hath 
had in fellowſhip with him, and in difcerning m 


— 


the immediate, the eternal enjoyment of him be - 
He is Lord of his own grace and fylneſs, agd Keep? 


was ſcarcely ever at a ſacramental occaſion, but 1 
comforting and transforming diſcoverics of Jeſus _ 


Chriſt.” Notwithſtanding my alternate rights. and 
days in the caſe of my ſoul, I have attained more 


JjJ)ĩõĩ?ê]˙]˙ͤ³ĩ³é ö ⁵˙ u T 
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laying my ſpiritual food to my hand, and in bear - 


intereſt in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt! What then muſt 


the meaſure of letting it out in his own hand. 1 


either met with humbling diſcoveries of myſelf, or \ 


ſtability in the way of my God under his hiding, . 
than when I had more of bis ſenſible preſence, ;Note © 
withſtanding all the prevalency: of deadneſs, dark $ 
neſs, atheiſm and unbelief, in, and over me, I durſt ko 
not, for theſe ſeveral years, ever doubt of my ner 
covenant relation to, and intereſt in him. And tho? © 
I have not alway the pleaſant life of ſenſible joy and 
comfort, I have lived the bleſſed and creditable life 
of faith on the Son of God. Glory be to God,. 

Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt for all they have done 
io the Tanten, e and ee 'of re, 


"Wh" Em. 


* 


Te 


Wuen he was about 24 years of ape, bis ſenſe-of 
 _ the Lord's loving kipdneſs4p Ty e remar- 
 kable deliverances, filled him with much. zeal for 


— 


. i : * i 11 135 r 1 {TIT 5 4 | | 
_ ' "the glory of God, the truths of the golpel, and the 


Intereſts of religion, Satan, by ſuggeſting many ſee - 
> _ mipgly pertinent texts. of ſcripture, attempted to 


3 


- 


ako advantageof him, and puſh him to undertake 
ome things in fayours of religion above his ſtation, 
* ©  andfo:briog x reproach on himſelf, and on religion. 
8 8 the advice of a friend, and hy a ſermon of 
Mie. Kid op Luke xxii. 31, 32, the Lord prevented 
Sata defigns, and made his readineſs to flip, on 
chat occaſion, a mean of mortifying his remaining 

= vanity and lightneſs of ſpirit; and of leading him 
—_ to diſcern the difference between impreſſions of 


- 


”% 
. « 


— 


ſeripture textsby Satan, and thoſe that are made by 

ide Spirit of God. He lived about forty-eight years 
mer, a moſt ſerious and uſeful Chriſtian ; but he 
e leave gen records of God's dealings with hi 
eo during that dime, that I know of. He died 
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DN deſcended from Epiſcopal parents, tho! 
las reftrained from curfing, ſwearing, and 
. Other groſs fins, yet E was brought up utterly igno- 
rant of the goſpel of Chriſt. . Happening one day 

-"_ bear Mr. Anderſon the Prefbyteriab, miniſter at 
=_ Dalkeith, upon ſpiritual experiences, the whole was 
_ ., at uvintelligible to me, as if he had preached in an 


{IT 


=_ = - = =_ 3 = Wann 
92 
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2 : of "a 
 * ioknown toague, Bur ſometime after, being urg - 
eld by the family in which Ithen ved, I beard him 
agais npon Rev. iii, 18, * I counſel thee to buy of 
Ame gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich,” 

, &c- wy heart was fo touched with his ſermon, that 
ORR %%% M er 


- 


* 


* eſte: * 


* 


is the Lie of ali Mal. 


him tho reſervation ; and I was, as it were, 


dandled upon the knees of his mercy and love, Ne- 
vertheleſs, I was long ſubject to heart-breakiog jea- 
Jouſies of his love, 2 
15 ſible wits = 


na en as he SNL his ſen- 
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k to hear 8 2 
"= years after, my ſoul was more and more engaged to 
Jeſus Chriſt, and I was enabled to give up myſelf a” 


Having . into e with a man, who | 


bad no proper appearance of real godlineſs, my mar- 
riage with whom I put off for two years, on account 
of my ſcruples,. N. B. my heart was much drawn 
85 off from Jeſus Chriſt, and much oppreſſed with 


Jobis of the exiſtence of God, notwithſtanding the 


SHßpirit's application of ſome paſſages: of ſcripture to 
wN ſou}; with ſome power and life, for my eſtabliſu - 
ne Moreover, often fell before temptations 


to ſpiritual wickedneſs. During the five years of 
en yy God. If I got any breathings of his Spirit, 


they were ſoon followed with fearful frowns. 1 
could neither perceive the particular language of bis 


- rods, nor ſtir up myſelf to carneſt endeavours for 
. deliverance. 
that my hufband would not keep up the morning 
and evening worſhip of God in our family; or at 


moſt would only fing a pſalm, and read a portion of 


ſeripture 1had almoſt fed my reſolution to per- 


form it myſelf, when he unnaturally ran off from 


me, leaving me with a young child, in a molt deſ- 


titute condition — has very night the Lord returned 
to my ſoul, and again began to ſpeak diſtinctly to ue, 
ſhewed me the cauſes of his contending with me, 
and enabled me to juſtify. bim, and condemn my- 


to ſee the carnality of 


ſelf. T was made particular] 
en manifeſted in my 


my diſpofition, which had 


5 my huſband's abode with me, I was remarkahly deſert- 


My conſcience was terribly diſtreſſed, 


Nt 
7 


| unneceffary/ intimacy with carnal perſons. My re- 
ated breaches of my reſolutions to ſtrive againſt 


this evil, much hem * Nr. But, at length. 


Tuas | 


* 
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T was enabled to throw. myſelf on Jeſus Cheit for 


aſſiſtance; and hey by the powerful application of 


chat word, © Depart from me, all ye workers of i- 
« niquity,” Plalm vi. 8. engaged my heart to N 


with that ſin. 


Not long hives! 1 1 fell under” Nen do 


and was greatly diſtreſſed on account of my inabling. 
to part with the fins of my nature and conſtitution, 
But the Lord enabled me to cleave to that word, 

© Faithful: is he that hath promiſed, who alfo will. 
do it,” Heb. x. 23. K Theſſ. v. 24. Nevertheleſs, | 


1 ſometimes fell a queſtioning of my ſaving intereſt 


ia Chriſt 3 and then I could apply to myſelf. none of 
bis words of grace, —and my indwelling luſts raged 
1 prevailed againſt me. But the Lord, by that 
word, * This kind goeth not out but by 8 


« and faſting,” Mat. xvii. 21. kept me at duty, and 
meauwhile ſhewed me, that my ſtrength lay _ 


in himſelf, After this, T enjoyed ſo remarkable a 


manifeſtation of the Lord's s: countenagce, that” 1 
fx weeks I was ſcarcely deſerted, half a day; and 
when I awaked I was ſtill with God Meanwhile, 
he prepared me for new tribulation, by faftening on 
my mind, in one night, theſe three ſcriptures, * 1e 


. have need ff patience,” that after ye have done the 
& will of God, ye may receive the promiſes,” Heb. 
K. 36 © If need be 70 are iu heavineſs through ma- 
* nifold temptations,“ 1 Pet. i. 6. The God of 
4c all grace, after ye have ſuffered a while, . 5 


» ſtrengthen and ſeitle you,” 1 Pet. v. 10. 


The Lord having withdrawn his ſenſible com- i þ 


| forts, Satan terribly tempted me to believe, that my 
religious experiences were but a mere delufion; and 
that the devil had only gone out of me in order to 4 


return with more violence, and making my laſt ſtate 


worſe than my firſt. Nevertheleſs, the Lord ſup⸗ 
We ported my foul], by ſnggeſting to me, that ſtrong 


meat was for foci as had their lenſes exerciſed to 


hy ns” 5 cn Tho.” v. 14. and . Chriſt's. 


*leavey | 
4 \ 


1 M0 he are for the healing of the 4 Rer. 


74 the 17 en Mall. as: 


xxii, 2.— By enabling me to diſcera the difference 
between a deluſion of Satan and a work of real grace 
he confirmed my perſuaſion of my ſaving intereſt in 
Chriſt, and backed it with that ſcripture, * Thou 
00 halt guide me with thy counſel while here, and 
4 afterward bring me to glory,” Pfalm Ixxiii, 24. 
On theſe providential diſpenſations I obſerved, (1.) 
Ho readily and ſuitably the word of God was - 
brought to my mind, for my relief. 1 was taught 
of God, and had the ſcriptures, as it were, written 
on my heart. bs ). That when I attempted to found 
my faith upon ſenſible comforts, I was kept in in- 


ward confuſion ; but when I fixed it upon the un- 


* changeable declarations of God, my darkneſs was 
diſpelled, and I enjoyed more than ordinary incomes 
e of bis love to my ſoul, 
When began to rejoice in the Holy Ghoſt's Kal : 
| ing of me up to the day of redemption, I was again 
tempted to think, That all my former experiences 
had been delufive. But the Spirit of God ſuggeſted 
to my heart that text, ** Te did run well; who did 
1 hinder you, that ye ſhould not obey the truth ? 
© This perſuaſion cometh; not. of him that calleth 
% you,” Gal. v. 7, 8. and ſometime after that, 
* Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to 
« every one that believeth, Rom. x. 4. By theſe 
Þ was inſtructed, that there can be no right per for- 
ming of duty, but in the ſtrength of Chriſt; and 
that I ought never to delay duty, till I got a ſuitable 
inward frame, hut to approach to God without mo- 
ney and without price, reſting on Chriſt himſelf, bo 
is the hope of his people. I was diſtreſſed: in- F; pirit, 
that I performed religious duties in ſo finful a man- 
ner, even while I durſt not neglect the form of them: 
and I was afraid to depend on Jeſus Chriſt, as L 
_ doubted of my ſaving intereſt in him. But he res» 
9 wy dou: * the * r of the 
© following+ 


. 7 | 


22 


136 Prata Wande ann 3 
following ſcriptures, % He that condemneth himſelf 
ve ſhall not be Eondettined with the world,” 1 Cor. 
i. 31, 32. Kiowig that our old man is cruci- 
60 Hed: with Chriſt; that the body of fin may be de- 
2 Rom. vit 6. He that fanctifierh, and 
& they that are ſanQified; are all of one, Heb. j ii. 
| 252 © Phis is the will of God, even your lanRifica- 
* tion, 1 Theff. iv. 3. And, while I was earneſtly. 
| - pleading for a manifeſtatiqh of himſelf to my ſoul, 
hat ſcripture was ſer before me for. my a to ee | 
He that will come; ſhal come, and will not tarry,“ 
Heb. x. 37. And to confirm me more when I came 
to public worſhip, the text was, I will not leave 
2 you TY: * wilt Tome: unto you, "JO. 
EE 
_ + Meanwhile, Leon — bud: el the 0 | 
ableneſs of the Lory's'favours, (1 That very oight, 
in which my huſband ran from me, the Lord re- 
turned to my foul; after about ſeven years of almoſt 
conſtant deſertion and frowning,- Land made me 


return to my firſt! huſbaud. (2) Though I was 

| 5 lefe- deſtitute of all the chuveniencies 0b ge in the 
midſt of a terrible dearth, and with ap infant of a 
en old; the Lord ſupported my heart with 

_ theſe ſcript ts Let all thy wants be on me,“ 


Judges xix. 2006 He that ſpared not his own Son, 
0 884 delivered him up for us all, ſhall he not with' ; 
e him alſo freely gwwe us all things?! Rom, viii 32. 
He giveth meat to them that fear him: he is ever 
c mindful of his covenant,” Pſalm i; , My 
« God ſhall ſupply all your needs according to His 
« riches: in glory by Cbriſt Jeſus,“ Phil. ir. 19.— 
1 Riches: * honour ate with me; yea, durable 
f << riches and righteouſneſs. I cauſe them that love 
eme to inherit ſubſtance; and I will fill all their 
40 treaſures,” Prov. viii: 18, 21. Who would 
4 ſet the briars and thorns againſt 1 me, I would go 
through them together,“ Ila. Xxvii. 4 Aud 
1 3 ä to great ſtraits, and almoſt de- 
N 
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his way; and he ſhall exalr thee to inherit the 


f from time to time. 1 
3 'When I vent to Feldt ing! of Muſplburgh to 5 
. kee a private ſchool for my ſubſiſtence, tbe Jaco ' | 
- bitiſh magiftrates perſecuted me ; but the Lord ſug- F 
4 geſted to my ſoul, Wait on the Lord, and keep | 


5 40 earth, when the wicked ſhall be cut off,“ Plalm 
4 xxxvii. 34 Soon after, my principal enemy was 
„ removed by a ſudden death. God's dealing with me 
4 
„ 


— 


in public ordinances correſponded with the private 
_ exerciſes of my ſoul. When I was repiping at the 


n 42 5 
—— erage; 


5 eee of my lot, that ſcripture was impreſſed on 
1 my mind, Bleſs the Lord, O'my foul, and forget 
3 * not all bis benefits; who forgiveth all thine ini- 
1 % quities ; who healeth all thy diſeaſes; who re- 
* 40 deemeth thy life from death; who crowheth thee 


. 


with lovisg · kindneſs and tender mercies,” Plalm 
ci. 2.—4.— When my relations abuſed and robbed 
me of that which my father leſt me; the Lord qui- 
eted my ſpirit with theſe ſcriptures, '** Thou haft 
given me ike heritage of them that fear thy name,” 
_ Pal. xi. 5.“ If we ſuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign 
t with him,” Tim. ji. 12, Forget thy father's 
* houſe,' and thine own people'; fo ſhall the king 
greatly defire thy beauty,” Plalm XV. 11. 
While my only child was in peyfeRt health, the 
15 „ warned me of his death, and prepared me for 
it. by a powerful impreſſion of that text, ** When 
e thou paſſeſt thro? the waters I will be with thee,” 
Kc. Iſa. xliii- 2. For a while I perplexed wyſelf, 
what the impend d trouble might be; but my child 
ſoon ſickened. I found great averfion to part with 
mo but that word, © He that loveth father or mo- 
ther, ſon or daughter, more than me, is not wor- 
e thy of me,” Mat. x. 31. was borne home on my 5 
ſpirit. I was moreover inſtructed, that my child's 
_  fickneſs was not unto eternal death, put to the glo- 
. ey 1 God, ts 1 2 got clexcneſs ä 
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138 Pratlical Chriſtianity exemplified 
to my own intereſt in Chriſt: and as my trouble 
| Jncreafed, ſo did my conſolation through Chriſt, — 

When l was afterward fo oppreſſed in ſpirit, that I 
could not groan forth my caſe to God, —he ſaid to 
my ſoul, © Wilt thou not from this time forth cry 

e unto me, My father, thou art the guide of my 

youth, Jer iii. 4. I took faſt hold of this word, 

and committed myſelf and child to him as the Fa- 
'  —- -ther,of mercics and God of all comfort, While be 
Alu in the agonies of death, I was enabled to watch 
ainſt murmuriog or charging God foolifhly — 
The moment he expired, that word, If ye be riſ- 
* en with Chriſt, ſet your affections on things above, 
here Chriſt is at the right band of God,” Col. 
_ Hi. 1. was ffrongly imprefled on my ſpirit. And 
never ſinee have I got any reft but in Chriſt himſelf, 
Nay, I could ſcarcely take the allowed fatisfation 
 in-ereatures, hut when I enjoyed bis preſence — 
| Being now rendered deſtitute of all cotafortable rela- 
tions on earth, I, after twelve years of ſad perplexi- 
ty, got full ſatit faction concerning my new eovenant 
 -jotereſt in Chriſt. And, O what pleaſure I foupd 
in converſing with my Chriftian companions con- 
 .. cerning the Lord's dealing with my ſoul. And even 
while J attended the corpſe of my child, my heart 
was raviſned with the conſolations of Chriſt, and re- 
_ joiced in hope of the re ſurrection, and of the eter- 
„„ Ä ĩðv DTERTCONTY 
Bat, alas I ſoon after Satan ſtrongly tempted me, 
 .. « that there was no reſurrection, no God, no Chriſt. 
After I. had exerciſed myſelf in manifold groans 
and wrelſllings, Job's creed, © I know that my Re- 
4 deemer liveth, and Hall ſtand at 151 latter day 
= _* upon the earth. And, though. after my ſkin, 
worms deſtroy this body, yet in my. fleſh I ſhalt 
fee God,” Job xi. 26, 275 was powerfully appli- 

dd tomy heart, My own deſtſtute condition on 

_ - carth waz alſo like to. overwhelm, my ſpirit. But 

WO 4+ Spiro? God cke to wy foul, That the 
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ord, as T have often fince experienced, will hear 


particularly repreſented the 9 of the chil- 


der their afflictions, in 


hands dropped with ſweet ſmelling myrrh on the 
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handles of the lock I I was beyond all heſitation 
perſuaded, that Jefus@hriſt was mine, and This. — 
But T had ſcarcely got home, when, in ſeeret pray» - 
er, I could hardly * my lips; and met with 
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nothing but hidings and frowns from above alſo 
fell upder new barafſments of Satan: but when my 
- Foot was Dlipping,: God's mercy held me up. After 
I had much ſtruggled to oppoſe his violent ſuggeſti- 
ons, that all my former comforts had been a mere 
leluſion, I got my bands looſed, and all my objecti- 


ons anſwered, in a ſermon: from that text, Hoſ. i ii. 


386: «1 will give her the valley of Achor for àa door 
* of hope O how greedily my ſoul drank io the 
truth, and I came home rejoicing in God my Savi- 
our I And, for along teme, 1 was eſtabliſhed in the 
faith of my intereſt in him, and of my unfailiog 
perſeverance in grace and was no more plagued. 


1 with mutmuring for the death of my child And 


what of the Lord's goodneſs I enjoyed in private 1 


got confirmed, and, as it were, reboewed to me in the. 
1 public ardinances of the goſpel. . 


Having, after convictions of my folly i 10 „ 


- duct, reflected with ſame warmth againſt the defec- 
tions of the times from our covenanted reformation, 
the Lord rebuked me by that word, The wrath 


© of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of God,” 
James i. 20. and made me ſee, That though I was 


called to contend earneſtly for the faith once deli - 
vered to the ſaints, yet I was to do it in the ſpirit 
| of meekneſs. And the more I felt of the Lord's 
BS preſence, the more I was afraid to contend againſt 
any ſteps of public defection, till once it had been 
matter of deep exerciſe to my own ſoul before the 


Lord. — Being now eſtabliſhed i in the faith of my e- 


verlaſting 8 in Chriſt, and in God in him, I. 


reviewed my former ways, and ob ed, That in 


believing and doubtiog of my intereſt; as my frames 


changed, I had built on my own ſp iritual tenſe, not 

f 2 Jeſus Chriſt the ſure foundation. 8 Sicks God hath 

laid in Zion; and that fuch believing was not the 
evidence of things x not. ſep, a 

| ee e 1 


apr ſubſtance of things 
Fiuct exerciſe I W my 
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own comfort, rather than the honour of Chriſt. — 
obſer ved, that all my ſolid relief had come by views 
of my crucified Redeemer, who ſpoiled principali- 
ties and powers, and made a ſhew of them openly 


on the crols, triumphing over them om it and chat 
1 never enjoyed myſelf, but in the enjoyment of 


God z— that I had firſt bated ſin in myſelf, and 11 
1 others ;—aod- that whenever God had intend 
to grant me relief and comfort, he firſt in order 


poured out upon me his Spirit of ſupplication, t. to 


enable me to wreſtle with him for it. 
For a confiderable time after Mr. W—n came to 
the place, I was little edified by his public miniſtra- 


tions, as they rather related to the exerciſes of aſ- 
F ſured ſaiats, than pointed out the method of claim- 


ing Jeſus Chriſt upon the footing of the free grant 
of him in the goſpel ; bur-afterwards'I was much 
benefited: by his ci ry eg Aud tho“ I was fome- 
times offended at ſome raſh ſteps of his conduct, the 


Lord's making his ſermons ſweet to my ſoul, ſoon 


1 me to him. Nor, indeed, did I ever en: 


joy reſt in my ſoul, till I was reconciled to him. 
Being diſappointed of ſome outward relief appoint - 4 
ed me by my brother, I. after ſome perplexity, was 

thereby made to ſee, That my whole dependence in 


outward as well as in ſpiritual and eternal things, 
beboved to be on God alone that the moon of 


this world muſt be put under my feet; and that 1 
a muſt not love the world; nor the things of the world, 
but live by faith on Chriſt, and glory in my infic- | 
mities and neceffities, that bis 190 and Sate may 
reſt upon me. 


On the whole 1 experiences! „ Tuat 


the love and peace of God ruling in my beart, were 
the ſtrongeſt preſervatives againſt ſinning and 
that whatever I met with in the enjoyment of fami- 


liar fellowſhip with God, or in victory over Salan, 


4 corruptions, or other enemies, —or in eee 
me — or delivering me from troubles, | was but 


195 e a veriſi · 
ys „ . 


* 
2 hs Rn el \ | 
. 


— 


* 


1 
1 
: 
'Y 
$. 
2 
ö 
4 
N 
HY 
** 
A 
1 
1 


1 Pte dus isl adept % 
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; ſed ſecker._ of the Lord, and had ſtruggled : 
_ not 4 little agaioſt my own inward corruptions, I 
| happened to travel from Glaſgow to Falkirk with 
Mr. David Dickſon. Having taken occaſion from 
the brightneſs of the day to ſpeak of the glories of 
heaven, Mr. Dickſon, after relating part of his own 
experiences, proceeded to ſhew, bow men's own 
_ righteouſneſs. js often a bar in the way of their be- 
lieviag the goſpel of Chriſt; and to ſhew, from the | 
Felt part of; the epiſtle to the. Romans, That only | 
Juſtification through the imputed righteouſneſs of 
Ieſus Chriſt, can, anſwer our ſinful and miſerable 
| by nature; that it is che only way to exclude 4 
| be - opr. boaſting, pacil 2 our conſciences, and reconcile 
us 19,800 f fill vs. with joy in tribulation, promote 8 
Ove; true, anctification of nature and life, and mae 
us ;riumph over che accuſations of Satan, and the 
Fears o deaths Rom j,—viii Ob how his dil. 
 caurſes; eſpecially a8 cauſed him to repeat it, pe- 
_ riegeated; into mn beat, and made me fee, that 1 
_  wagalthgether ughty, and a vile and-miſerable ms 
| nDE&;befoxe G Irtrhow .Gog;itherein, preſented to 
nnen the offers of, is mercy, after all that I had 
I by besen g- don and enabled. me to believe his 
een ens Glled awe, with zhe moſt raviſhing joy 


_- andyconlp L;zmiO pon which Mr Dickſon and 

i haltsd/a little, and folemnly thanked the Lord kor 

His l mercy and rar agar 6 
| . Sometimes 
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to think, that it was all a deluſion. Nevertheleſs, 


as it aroſe from no cauſe is me, and was ſo anſwer= 
able to the word of God, I cefuſed to believe him. 


The Lord alſo led me to obſerve, that Satan tempt- 


ed Jeſus Chriſt to doubt of his Sonſnip, almoſt im- 
mediately after he had been ſolemnly atteſted and 
declared to be the Son of God by a voice from hea- 


ven. He made me alſo obſerve, how the hearts of 


the two diſciples burned while Jeſus talked with 
them by the way, and opened to them the ſeriptures. 


——Failing in his firſt aſſault, Satan next tempted 


me to an high conceit of 11 810 on account of the 
Lord's kindneſs to my foul. I opened my caſe to 
Mr. Dickſon. He told me, that I had nothing to 
boaſt of in myſelf, but only in the free and lovereign 
proce of God in Chriſt ; and that though, the Sun 
of righteouſneſs had ſhined upon my loul, I was in 
my ſelf no more than a lothſome dunghill before 
bim z and that whatever I was as a new creature, 
19: It all N as intereſſed in, and united to. 


| 5 2 in 


ſmiles of a reconciled God, and my beart was wrapt 


__ Upato. things eternal in the heavens. In eie 2 


ſermon at Irvine, Aug. 16th, 1624, and others a 
the facramental occafioo, preached from John Wh 
27,—32: No is my ſoul troubled, and what ſhalt 


„ay? Father, ſave me from this hour: but for 
cc this cauſe came 1 unto this hour. — And it I be 
40 lifted up, I will draw all men unto me, my ſoul 


was altogether raviſhed and drawn up after my aſ- 


; cended Redeemer. © Bot, alas, through a proud 
. cotiteit'of my attaioment, I became careleſs and 
flothful; and gradually flid back from the Lord, 


tilt Ne tank in the pleaſtres of 50. 
c W between Chriſt and my foul was 
6»‚ẽ broken 
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1 after, I compared my experiences with 
the truths of Mr. Dickfoo's diſcourſe, and found it 
anſwerable to them, But Satan ſoon temmiid ne 
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 Protiical Chriffianity exemplifed 
+» for more than two years, My predo. 
_minant luſt in a terrible manner carried me Captive 
before it. And, though the Lord allured me with 
mercies, and threatened me with his judgments, 
|  Hiither availeT to ſtop my wicked inclinatians or 
JJC %ĩ»—» 
Having, ia 1627, applied to Lord Eglinton for a 
 eontitugvee of my firm, I found his fo/ prejudiced 
ga ggainſt me, that he would enter into no terms of a. 
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baute month after, I was one Sabbath oppfel. 
fe io Spirſt, 'with the thoughts of Lord Eglinton's 


and fears of his putting me our of my 


pet afterwards it pieldeth the peaceable fruits of 
—  *rightequloels,” comforted-"me, and enabled me 
do check wy diſquieted heart, and to truſt in the 

— u could do to me, fince 
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me nor forſake me. —In this providence F plaioly* 


„ that I could not bear up myſelf under the 
lighteſt afflictions; and that even outward difficul - 
ties could diſquict me more than I had thought 
that I had finned in chiding my wife for, her do wu- 


caſtings on the ſame account, when I ought/meekly- 
to have borne with her weakneſs; —T ſaw, that the 
- the Lord's ſharpening of trials renders che delive- 
rance the more ſweet when it comes; that ought” 


alway to be preparing for new troubles, —and to be 


thanking God for his mercies, and improving fors 


mer experiences as an encouragement to believe that 
all his promiſes ſhall be accompliſhed, and alle my 


troubles work for my real advantage. The day af- 


ter, while 1 was converſing with Lady Eglinton and 


two of her Chriſtian friends and expreſſiug m] 


hopes, that the Lord would provide for me and my 
E ang NN his 1 rods: 2 mean of 


E e bp ry Tn... 


Ms 
and carried me eadlong. For a time 1 
ed to reſiſt aud mortify them; hut Hog BED wy 


aaa ts 
would have lived whole days without 2 
gan to doubt if there was God; ** 407, 


prayers and other meats: webs: nor es 
them, I became weary 'of. making 


ſpiritual things,” | 9 {2 my conſcience 


offers of the goſpel; and ke ept ; me. 
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"Sp 1 do an 1 degree, followed {tres my 
Hats. notwithſtandiog all his mercies and threaten» - 
\ judgments. ſept. to reclaim, me, the Lord, one 
night, ſo ihundefed his terrors into my foul, as to 
male me cry and roar to the alloniſhment of my 
family and. neighbours. - Mefirs, Bell and Dickſon 
viſited me in this affliction: büt nothing they could 
ſay or do, ayvailed to relieve my. ſoul. _ My conſci- 
ence was ſo oppreſſed with charges of hypocriſy and 
other wickedneſa, that 1 neither could, nor durſt 
apply à ſingle promiſe of.mercy to myſelf, After 1 
4 — continued about three weeks in this ſad conditi- 
my miad was ſomewhat quieted by Mr, Dick- 
. ſhewing me, That the Lord permitted” fin to. 
remain and rage in his ow people, in order to hum 
ble t „ wmagifeſt his. love to them, —and cauſe 
— thai: fio- promote its own. destruction in them. but 7 
:trouble: quickly reiurned : upon me. : 
5 At lack, while I was employed in ſectet prayer, all 
8.85 temptations, . my owa atheiſm, unbelief, 
bardseſs of heart, and wandering of mind vaniſhed 
ke ſmoke, before the free and ſovereign grace of 
God. was quite raviſhed with the views and im- 
0 1 of, bis everlaſting love, and ſpent the re- 
ma iaing part of that day in praiſiog him. Nos he 
__thewed me his eightcouſoels i in Afflicking me ; and 
that there is no. deliverance from-temptation, but by | 
_ he powertul operation of bis Spirit; and that, in 
every condition, I ought to live by faith on his pro- 
miſes. quickly recovered. my bodily health; but 
Satan. ſoon decoped me into new compliances with 
my;predominant. lyfts.—For about two months, I, by 
3 ery ile, Aruggled againſf him. Such 
was the agonꝝ of my ſoul, that T culd neither reſt 
nor ſieep I got lome:breathiog of relief from time 
o time. During wy. diffreſs, there way ſcarce a fin 
to which 1 was -pot tempted. and 85 2a luſt. but. 
£5 _ raged in my b hatred, revenge, un- 
debleangels, unbelie * cure, Ma AST Ts, 
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s | „ e Janis de way 
1» || the Lord having hedged up my way with thorog, 
chat I could not overtake my lovers, —made me re- 
n turn to my firſt huſband, Hol: ii, 6, 7. and brougut 
0 e , e r 

me from my fearful pit and miry clay. By this pro 
vide ace, 8 was taught frequently to. renew my 8 
4 lemn acts of repentance taught to walk humb y 
with God; and to cflay to glorify him by betieving 


d || His word, notwithſtanding all the weakneſs, wick 
t | <dneſs and guile J found in myſelf ;—to abound id 
I thankſgiving to him for ſuch mercies to beware 
of the firſt! beginnings of temptation and backflids 
5 ing 3—and to pity them that fall into temptation or 
In 1628, while I was lamegiidg the formality '6f 
. many profeſſed Chriftians, and the hardneſs of my 
t || own heart, I had my ſoul delightfully melted! arid 

I | raviſhed with the Lord's loving-kindneſs, aud was 
helped to ſtir up my friend to a more careful ſeck. 
5 ing of him, —— Going to a ſermon at's ſolemn faßt, 
: my ſoul was led out to uncommon fervar of defire 
1 to hear Jcſus Chriſt himſelf, aud not merely his am- 
4 | bafſ3dors ; and to deep concern for thoſe” that had 
. [| only time-ſerviog hirelinęs for their miniſters.” Mr. 
x Dicklon, from Jer. ii,'2. preached on kindnefy of 
| _ youth and love of eſpouſals to Chriſt, and going 1 
. 


hic in 4 wilderne/t; add, OI how my heart 
_ meſied with the; views of God's redetming lovers 

1 me, Tp: vile a finner } I could bot conceal his favout 
|| from thole with whom [| went hame 
|| © The nexe day, which was alſo ſpent in ſelemmt hu. 
miliation, I began to 'reprove one f. G. for Bis a. 

theiſm and uobelicf under temptätiops. He ſtugg 
my ſoul. to the quick, by aſking me, / Fs 
|| #ieve my/eff, or make him believe? Talkipgbim home _ 
4 with me, 1 dealt with him. His account of "his | 
|| cafe altonifhed . me. Bur, while 1 was exhorting 
. bim to believe the ptomiſes of the goſpel, 1 was 
ſeized with an uveoajman firof atheiſm d unbe- 
bet, and altogether diſqualified to be uſeful to the 
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verſing with ſome friends, on dur way home from 
9 ſermon, the Holy Ghoſt powerfully touched my 
heart. O how I was made to lothe myſelf on ac- 
count of my fſinfulneſs; and to admire. God's re-. 
deeming love to my foul. l Having told Mr. Dick. 
ſon of my late experiences, he warned me to watch 
againſt the temptations and deluſions of Satan: for, 
{aid he, whenever Chriſt ſoftens a heart and ſets his 
ſeal on it, Satan labours to ſet his ſeal as near to that 
la 1630, as I was looking at a young Engliſhman, 
who was reckoned a true fearer of God, my affecti - 
on to him led me out to ſuch. contemplation! of 
Chrift's love to finners, and of the happineſs of his 
people, as filled me with wonder and thankffulneſs. 
And, O how my heart glowed with love to the young 
ſtranger for his ſake !—Apprebending, that a fever 
was coming on me, I folemnly ſurrendered myſelf 
aud family to the Lord; and begged, that be would 
_ enable me patiently to bear my approaching trou- 
ble; and that my brain might not be diſordered by 
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it, He granted my requeſt.— That word, * Fear 


* nor little flock; it js the Father's, good pleaſure 
to give you the kingdom, was powerfully. appli- 
eto my fou; and afforded me the moſt delighiful 
and raviſhirg contemplations. My. ſpul was like 

one an eagle's wings, with ardent deſire to.poficſs 


dhe kingdom My weak body could ſcarce ſubliſt 


_ under my inward Joe. Quhc ſweet converſe I had 
With the Lady Auchinnames, and with Meſſrs. Bell 
aud Dickſon, while wy heart was ee joys 

| Laſpeakable and full of glore g. 
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Is cke ſollewiog years, 1 had much fiat 
_ my perſon, or in my family; and from ſeverals, 


that attempted to rob me of my property. But the 
Tord enabled me to caſt all my cares upon bim, 
eee eee in carrylog.me 
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* konourably. through my trouble and delivering 


from them: and. inſt ructed me to obſerve and im» 


prove his * eee dee, ny me 
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1 To Me. e one 0 TY e 
cuted miniſters, leQturing from the 129th 


=> 


And; notwithſtanding manifold tribulations, 'I have 


fince conſtantly adhered to the covenanted doctrine, 
worſhip, e and eee of the e : 
bf Scotland: | 
Not long after, my apprebenfions oþ my ora io. 
7 adfivce and want of true Chriſtian experiences, ex · 

ceedingly diſtreſſed me. But, the Lord, 2 ap | 


prefling on my mind theſe words, Prov. 15 


Tea, if thou erieſt after knowledge, and liftcſt 
e up thy voice for underſtanding : if thou ſeekeſt 
1 her as ſilver, and ſearcheſt tor her as for hid treg» 
« ſure, then ſhalt: thou underſtand the fear of the 
4 Lord, and find the knowledge of God.“ And 
Hoſ. vi. 3. Then ſhall we know, if we follow: on 
0 know the Lord. cauſed me to hope, that he 
would teach me his truths, and ob 75 me an experi- 
was afterwards, 
for a time, exceedingly+ oppreſſed with atheiſtical 
inje ctions and thoughts. ſo that my bodily firengrh 


mental knowledge of himſelf.- 


was not a little impaired, I concealed my trouble, 


and charged the ſuggoſtions of Satan on myſelf ; D 
ME a ea: to * 5 2 one * * 1 
: was 
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f Plaſm, I and: my fiſter, and ſhe that was afterwards. 
my wife; and her brother, were all, in the days of 
our: youth, engaged to the good ways of the Lord. 
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was 466kiog: on the ſea, the Lord maiifeſted his 
rfections to my ſoul, id every thing: which 1 be- 
1 —in a refreſhful drink of water which I took; 
Quand in all the piles of gr als, and flowers of the 
field around me.—Q the pleaſure and joy, and long: 
_ ng after him that ! felt, wh 15 beheld id him in all 
8 creatures. 
A conſiderable Ume a" in- 165 8, 111270 Ned. | 
Cuningham and Welſh preach. from 2 Vor. v. 2. 
«We pray you in Chriſt's ſtead, Be ye reconciled 
| oC to God,” —by means of which L was made to ſee 
clearly the evil and dang er of a ſtate of enmity a- 
gaiaſt God, and the method of reconelliation to him 
through Chriſt: and my infioite need of it and | 
my whole heart was made cheerfully. tor: atcept of ä 
| Chriſt on his own terms, in all his offices ;—and to 
give tyſelf to the Lord. ia a perpetual covenant 
and to take him as given id the promiſe tothe my 
Lord, and my God. I ſolemoly called the heavent 
nod tie earth, the ſun, and the minilſer to bear 
witneſs, that I had heartily. and impartially entered 
into this everlaſting marriage covenant with Jeſus 
Shri 0 bow: my ſoul was filled with joy and 
peace in believing l and what good hope, through 
grace, I bad, that though he had been angry with 
me, his anger was nos turved away, and he was 
become my ſalvation l O how-Lrejoiced in the views 
of my new relation to God my Saviour ! and what 
raviſhing ſweerpeſs I felt in my: reconciled, ſtate 
And I refolved humbly to fear the Lord and his g ods 
net, who bad ſtosped ſo low as to pardon duch R 
rebel, and be recosciled to me, after al rhas I had 
donc. This ſolemu tranſactios with God, apd my 
ner covenant relation to him therein avonched, 1 
alway after endeavoured to improve in anſwerable- 
"_ to my diverſiſied conditions, temptations, ne- 
ceſſities, and diſtreſſes. About the ſame time, 
in hearing a ſermon of Mr. William Lamb, unother 
* * 1 got- — — 42. 
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5 ali los and gt zhtnels of the divine perfections 
ws in ory of Jeſus Chrit,—aod of the work of re- 
we demption through bis blood, as made my ſoul ſo 
. fick of loye to him, that [ was like to faint under my 

he tranf porting delights !—This wonderfully confirms» 

8 ed me ig the faith, and remarkably prepared me 

ul for continuing. with Chriſt in his temptations ; and 
weaned my heart from any jnordioate deſire after 
the enjoyments of this world .——ln 1686, I had a. 
nother moſt delightful and raviſhiog taſte of fellow. 
chip with the Father and his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; and 

| ſolemnly. rene wed mY: cove vant dedication of wyſclt ak 
to. him. | KO | 
About this time, my my e were quite erben 
ed with fears of ns Lord's 'departure from the 
land, and leaving the riſing generation to periſh in 
their ſins. I ſaw that our ſolemn covenants with 
God were much difregarded; . all ranks had 
corrupted their ways; that our Prelatic rulers. ap- 
peared do bid Chriſt depart out of our coaſts; aud 
that they had e or baniſhed his faithful ſer- 


— 


es of the W e Me. Renwick, in a 
ſermon chiefly directed to the mourners in Zion, 
mentioning ſeveral grounds of hope, that the Lord 
would return, one of which was, that the faithful 
favourites, "while. dying on ſcaffolds, or otherwiſe, 
had it powerfully borne in on their * That the 
Lord would certainly return to Scotland in a pure 
aud pleariful diſpenſation of the goſpel: T his'migh+ 
tily enconraged me; as | was perfuaded, that the 
ſecret of the Lord was, wich them that fear him; 
and that he would not ſuffer them to be deſuded ia 
their” dying moments; while they, filed with 3 Joy. 
and peace in believing; hat a abundant entrance 
into his heaveoly kingdom miniftred unto chem; 
—and would dot foffer the 88 wo "= bevy 
. e Tor} Feet.” 1 Vets AA ee ne” rad 
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Not le eee I: was convinced. what | 
* there was { Kaen falvation; provided in Chriſt.— 
in 1 eee feared; that,. I had never got a 
cry 95; the var falyation ;_ which fil- 
5 W At aſt, while I 
ing on the works of God, I was led into 
LO kfecting view of man's original. ſtate of 
_h els and, happineſs 3 and how-he had fallen from 
2 into ſuch views of the method of falvation : 
through Chriſt, as ſo raviſhed my heart, as to make 
me ſolemnly invite. all bis Creates 9 we to 
utter his praiſe. V 
But n ble Satan e en 


* > EE - 


74 . Gaby in __ 
55 ad not had inteteſſ ia 
9 Satan jp fc cficd, hat" my good frame would 

480 be 100% = replied, x Wy as I feared that, I 
was reſolved: to cheriſh the motions fide Spiriy and. 
Zh wait for the Ge of my falvation; r 
, "Falling i Ioto fo ome remarkable outward, out 6) 1 
| befought, that the Lord would erciouly delis er 
me from it ; and vowed, that if he dig f aud 
. retürg im ſolemn. thanks For his [Eindacks,gen- 

: bly: to. aim Xxif, 23, 23, 26% But, having. 
g tſer mf delierance,;. Hxed,00 à daf fog chat work, 
Satan sſeſeneiy ſuggeſted, Aber masy ol my trou - 

bles ſtig . 9 15 me, I thould delsy: % 
lege if pſ&be.delivered: out. of 

bem at, hike, Kracl coming. 
1 0 5 entering. ere dhe wilden . b 
thgoklgi 7 10 m 
* 17 [fonod. Bin tad 10 len,, 

1 ne eh &adreadful, 45 of darkneſs 1 
* cone a LE ks ROAR? Two; ears 
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15 5 8 1 „ the 100 of lm Stevenſon. x: EYE 
t es end. During the firſt: year, I was ſ-ofible of the 

— Lord's hidings, but could not be troubled for them 1K 
A to purpoſe. His arrows ſtuck faſt in me, and the 
|. poiſon thereof drank up my ſpirit: his hand was 9 
L heavy upon me. "My. wounds did ſtink, and were 
o fl corrupt ; and, even the moiſture of my body w- 
f —_ into the drought of fummer, Full of dread. 
N coffings, in the night I wearied for morning, ang 
n in l morning 1 cried, Whea will it be night 11 1 
e - remembered God ad was troubled: I-cried, out, — 

o 1 mercy” clean gone ? Hath the Lord forgotten to 

. gracious ? Hath he in anger ſbut up all hit tender 

l, | mercies 0 that it were with me as in months poſh, „„ 
Ven the candle of the Lord ſbined upon my tabernacle,  '| 
g | and when, by bit light, J walked e darkneſs 1 = 
e But, as the -Comforter that ſhould relieve n # 


- WW foul was ſtill far from me, my broken bones were ; 
4 never like to rejoice. The hiding of his face for a 

©. moment, aud weeping enduring for a night, ſeemed _ 

a" dhe longeſt period of my lite 3 For} Joy was never like . 

d F to come in the morning. 1 85 
1 In the 2d year of my abi wy ien wers bs 
&: IN fearfully diftrefſed by a ſenſe of God's hiding him 
'-. W (lf. Meanwhile, Satan tempted me to forbear ca- 
I I ing my daily bread, as 1 had not à right to it, and 
„che wrath of God would go down with it. .I repli-- 

+ I cd, chat, by the law of the land; and the ey * 1 M 
5 of providence, I had a right to it; and was bound ' 
8 If to uſe it for preſerving that life which God had gi- 5 
„ ven me. Nevertheleſs, I often durſt not eat it, and 

„if 1 did, Satan violently bore it ou m mind, at 
che wrath of God had gone down with ft. By! ins | 
ft fi liſtings that my pretendivg to ſoul-exevtiſe would, 
gde the 1 f evidence, that I was an bypocriteg 

, be kept me from revealiag it to wyChriftian friends. 
He alſo violcatly: ſuggeſted, that God wonld ſud- 1 
Ideal deſtroy me in ſome wtathful manner in an in · 

J. tant. This lo terrified me, that many nights 1 dur 

s not l left 1 e . * in . I * 

_— | | 


,, exemplified . 
| _  teinpted to caſe my diſquieted foul by ſtrong cries 
to God, in'bewailing my caſe ; but 1 durſt not bid 
it bope in God, for I hall yet praiſe him, who is the 

_  healthof mycountenance; and my God. Providence 
+, _cauſedove miniſter preach a ſermon defigned for a- 
|  _ _nother-place—at home, from Pfal. xlii. I. “ O my 
. * ſoul; Why art thou caſt dowu? & c. I thought 
dae ſiogled me out with his eye ; and the whole fer. 
mon correſponded with the ſeveral parts of my long, 
long diſtreis. By this the Lord looſed my bands, 


* 


_  and-afterward, ſhined more eminentty into my ſoul, 
Not very long after, Satan charged home on me 
my inward plagues, fins and the aggravations of 
them; and jnfiſted, that Tſhould judge, How theſe 
— _  conldeonfit with any real grace? With great re- 
: _ -JuQance, I ſuſpected that all my experiences had 
bpdbdeen gelufens, The agony of my mind threw me 
into a fever. Satan threatened, that he would ei- 
ther dwellia me for ever, or deprive me of the ex- 
_*© , \ereiſe of my reaſon. My wife and I wreſtled with 
tte Lord t prevent it: My fever was rebuked, and 
my ſoul healed all of a ſudden.,—Some time after, 
Satan again charged me wich my fins, and maintain- 
eg, that I was nothing but an hypocrite ; and that, 
it l continued: my profefion, I would the more in · 
Freaſe my eternal miſery. Bot Tiofifted, that as the 
Lo had ſhewed me fuck kindnoefs, I could not un- 
__ . gratefully urn my back on him, and his eaſy yoke; 
duc delicheful commanIments, —but would g0 on in 
bis ſtrength; making mention of his righteouſneſs. 
m dur facratnental.:occafion, he tempted 
me, that all my plagues and ſing were written on my 
_  Sarchead, and ibat all the people were gazing at 
— mx Gedows wok Hide my Face. 
33 pv a the Monday after, he accuſed me of murder- 
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the Son of God in Adam, and by my ou. tranſ- 
Sgeeſſioss „Icon feſſed the charge; but replied, that 
Ibach led 10 che city of refuge, as bad done it un- 
mates. Aud appealed to God, that it was the 
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bo ay 6b my heart; 3 and that jefus, kis "RI — 5 a 


2 dear to me; and I flec to his blood and interceflion 
LE for for ivenels ane Ibegged, that be wouſd 58 
ah uke 2. tan. My requeſts. were granted: * 
vas trodden under my feet; my abfoturiels Km his 
charges was diviacly intimated, and my foul was fl. " 
led with peace and joy in believing Bot it was 
not long; when Satan agaln charged mewith my as 
and plagues ; and inf ſted, That it was in vain for 
me to confeſs them in hopes' of divine forgiveneſs, 
- unleſs I could produce ſcripture marks, that 1 w 1 - 
ne of the people of God. When Freplied, that] - - | 
Joved all chem that bore God's image. He ines, 
that one mark alone was no mark ofa real Chriſtian 
which exceedingly perplexed me. After Satan h. 
rejoiced over me about three full weeks; I telolved | 
to keep his ſecrets d longer. opened my cafe d 
A neigbbouring miniſter, our dun being in gréat 
diſtreſs; —but without any comfort. I had ſcarcely 5 
left him, when Satan upbraided me, as güilty of ts | 
baſeſt hypocriſy, in pretending to bein ſpiritual dil - 
treſe, when I was not; and that I had not lyed 10 
| 'man only, but to the Hol! Shoſt. This exteeding- 
ly perplexed me; but on the following Sabbath mor- 
.ning, the Lord, by his Spirit, ſweetly, clearly and 
. powerfully mabifeted* 70 me, that Was in covenane 
with God ; that Chriſt was preciouF to, meg hat T > 
loved his 61 ardinances and peop le; chat ia was 
_ my beavieſt burden. Finding chis) Satancdeparted = 
J from me for a ſeaſon; and God Ars 77200 out: with 
| Joy / ny tine, Dp, 
. Sometime” after, Saran epa 5 10 Nee, 0 
| that there was ho reakiry io religion, e e 3 as 
an arrant fool to trouble myſelf abonr it. After 
l prayer for the Lord's direction, I put the 
Howing queſtions: to the Tempter, (.) Af chere 
be no 97 50 in rdigighh, | how comes it that graceleſs 
| . fintiers, in their dying moments, defire to . religi- 
27 * and to die the e of the righteous 7 : fl wy 
- | N 1 pr 
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* EY Te ende Glan erte, 


nf there be no reality in religion, how comes ity 
_ that ſome very wicked and profane perſons have 
" fach'a remarkable change wrought on them, that 
1 not only turn religious, but continue fo thro* 
4 long life, r great affliction and per · 
ſecution on account of religion? (3. ). If there be 
no reality in religion, how comes it, that religious 
ons get much advantage, both ſpiritual and tem · 
_  poral, by the ſame things by which the wicked get 
much prejudice ? (4) If there be no reality i in re- 
gion, how is it, that the threaten ing: of. Gods 
word have ſo frequently ſuch an exact 'accompliſh- 
ment? (5;) Tf there be no reality in religion, ho 
* happens 15 that religious perſons a1 are ſo encouraged 
. by God in the ſtudy Bf it, and receiye ſo many mier: 
cies from him whom they ſerve; and many of them 
i anſwer to their prayers ?, *(6.). If thete Wo ug 
. reality in religion, how is it, that God works ſo ma · 
ny wonders for the credit. and vipdication of reli- 
=; gion, and religious perſons be Lord'rebuk- 
0d Satan ; "and never fince luffered him ig wall} 
„ me as be had Tons... „ 
2s For many years, I Went 2 day, once mopth, 
| 4" ſolemn faſting and ſopplication,. abd, if I was nat 
__ admitted into e fellowſhip. with.the Lord on 
it, I ſometimes ſpent 2 ſecond, or.third in the-ſame 
mager, And; many we i& the remarkable anſwers 
= deep ones which 1 received, | The furiops perſecu» 
= | vi6n of the Prelatiſts having forged me and many 
= © others 26% Tifeitarms for our Own defence atBothwel; 
hen! obſerved others providing bead: Pieces and rea 
an, for themſelves, 1, having NO MONeF;$0 pur» 
baſe” ith Yefences, cried to God, abg fc we 
= 7 took Him to be the Eovering of py. head in the) 
FE ol battle,” After our forces were ee yg yt tp 
= 8 jn the utmoſt davg er, was prel erved ubburt, awhile 
= duch z bad peice” defence: 55 
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nine following years, the furious dragoons we re on. 
ſeyeral occaſions at wy — hand ; and yet Iwas al- 
ed 1 


* | 
a 
DAS * 
5 
1 a 8 . 


— 


apprehende. j 32908 
Being one day travelling by an unknown road to 
viſit my wife, who was nurſing a child to Craigdar- 
roch, a thick miſt covered the country, and I and 

y guide wandered out of the way. Being impreſ- 
led, that it was fo, I applied ta the Lord for direc- 
non, In prayer, I was led out to wreſtle with him 
in fayours of Chriſt's church, and perſecuted cauſe: 

and people, and infirely forgat to pray for the re- 
givers the miſt, or direction in the way. 'Never-'" |; * 


theleſs, before T'had done, the miſt was carried of, | 


and we ſaw how we had wandered, and were direc + 
ted into the right way. About fixteen months af. 
ter, when I came to the fame hill, as I was carrying 
ny child to its mother at Craigdarroch, there fell a 
Aesdfu rain; and the child fell a weeping, till ſre 
was like to burſt.” I applied to prayer,. and had 
ſcarce begun, when the babe gave over. weepings 
and having ended, the rain continued:;pouringdown + 
on every {ide ; but where we were, and as we went 
on, not one drop fell on our way, about the breadth 
of an ordinary avenye. Soon after, while I was | 
hiding myſelf in Oraigdarroch's houſe, unknown to 3 
bim, my ſhoes being worn out by 1 my walkiog in A 
the pight, L. in prayer, begged, that the Lord would 
provide me-ſhoes, in a way that would neither en- 
danger me vor the family, that was ſo kind tome. 
\ God, at that very time, ſtirred my brother in-law, . 
who wax thirty miles diſtant, and knew nothing c 
ny geed of them, to buy me à pair of ſhoes, an-dd 
bend nem 10 my wife by a ſure hand, which he jut 
ther found coming to the country. 
Adodt this time, the child that my wife way nur - 
Kotz fen dangerduſſy ck. I went out in the night 
feaſ6n; and cried earneſtly to the Lord for the. pre- 
ſetyation pf his natural life,” Satan terribly moleſted 
Ee oo oe bi ably odd pwnd ad 
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me, which. made me apprehend, I had provoked 
the Lord in that duty. Finding, that for the ſake 

of our own tempora accommodation in the fa- 
milly, Lb. e e e for the pre- 
ſervation of the chi 


* 


ild's natural life, I returned to 
prayer, and was wonderfully enlarged in praying 
| for his eternal ſalvation, I bad ſcarcely enced my 


ſopplications, when he was perfeckig, and all of 2 
ſudden, recovered from bis fever, and continues til 
alive — Being obliged by the rage of the perſecutors, | 
eo riſe in the midſt of à violent fever, and travel 
 ewenty- miles on foot to Caftle-Stewart, where my 


fe Raid, I was there laid io a cloſet. above the 
Mird's room, who. brhoved to know nothing of my 
being ibere. My,Gckoel(s was {o great, that I could.” 
not forbear moaning z and get mz moaning expoſed. 
both me and my family o danger. I cried to he 


Lord to reſtraig it ; and he immediately granted my 
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5 had wany orber.remarkable anſwers of, prayer, 
in the Lord's directiog me in worldly, butineſs; for 
which I. was naturally vofit.; and elpecially.io- mar- 

| vellous deliverances, granted to mylelt or, friends, 
zn great trouble of. body or mind, And ſometimes 
by impreſſions of futucg or far diſtant troubles, 1 
was ſticwed up to wreſtle with God for ſupport un- 

| der, and deliyerance from trouble before it happen- 


cd, or before I Knew the condition of my diſtant 
friends. Nader tbe moll dangerous troubles, I was 


T7 


. rejoice over my moſt. lothſome and incurable- like 
| ſores, as marks of God's diltinguilhed favour and 
regard to me. . 55 77 A pes, 30 ; 47 7 2 8 1 | 


Da sccoudt of their negledt to renew our govenants 
| with God, and their not cenſuring, thoſe who had 
| been guilty of fearful defection during the preced- 


© jng period, &c. I had great difficulty about joining 


tor aſking counſel of tue Lord; and upon confider- 
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VV * Life of Jon - 6.5 199 
eg, that fore reformatioos ih the Jewiſh chiutth 5 
came to a leſſer degree of perfection than others, 
without any ſeparation of the godly ; and that Jeſus 
'Chrift, and ſeveral eminent believers, along with 
him, joined in communion with the Jewiſh chureh, 
notwithſtanding: ſeveral corruprions, I perceived it 
my duty to join the eftabliſhed church; and have 
2 much ſpiricual comfort and edification 4 ſo | 
may.” 7:7 
He was a. moft zelten bn ad excihpliry | 
Chriſtian. He lived a life of prayer, meditation, 
and holineſs. Hi: meekneſs, modeſty; and ſympa- 
thy, ſhined in every relation or condition in which 
providence placed him. He was an affectionate huf- 
band, 'dutiful parent, kiod neighbour, and faithful 
friend Aſter relating to bis children what delight- 


ful views he had enjoyed in conſidering the eviden- 
dees of Chiilt's: "McMabſlip, he left it as bis dying | 
charge to them, (1) To ſet apart ſome time 5 


day for reading God's word in a careful dependence 
on him to make it uſeful to their ſouls. (2.) To 
labour to have an affecting knowledge of their loſt 
eſtate by nature. (3.) To flee to, aud receive Je- 


dus Chriſt, io all his offices, as their only and all- 


ſuffitient Saviour. (4) To ſtudy carne lily to live 
by faith in every reſpect, and condition. (5) Al. 
way"to choofe affliction and ſuffering rather than 


P's (6.) To labour much in fervent prayers to 


God, (7.) Carefuſſy o guard againſt /raſhly con- 
clüding themſelves graceleſs on account of (divine 

hidings, inward” "downcafting"and diſquiet, or rage 
of indwelling corruption: (8) To be much given 


t6'k ferions* corfideration ot their latter end; 9.) | 


To labour to perfect holineſs in all manner of con- 
verſation, as NP, withour Which; 20 menen den. | 
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W. ; ANY F< ann coeds nn «hich 
. che Lord wrought: for rac, reſpedting yea 
„ -concerns..} | yy * 
itt, Being, . tbe dne of che Iriſh maſſiere, 
_ caſt out into a dunghill by my Popiſh-ourſe, | in the 
8 midſt of a ſtorm * ſnow, I lay there moaning and 
erpying in the moſt piteous and lamentable manner, 
about five hours. A ſervant of my father, being 
eurned. out of his proper way, and hearing my voice, 
| for me, and 8 ud me out among the ſoow, 
5 and wrapping me in his cloak carried me to my pa- 
rents, while I all the way of about 1 S miles, ſhrick- 
ed in the moſt lamentable manner. The cold and 
long want of fond \threw me into, ſuch diſtreſs, as 
rendered the affiſtance of the molt ſkilful phyſicians. 
in Ireland altogether, unprofitable to me. Ar laſt, 


E being, for a time, apparentiy dead, I,was nailed up 


in my coffin 2 but. as they were carrying me to my 


affrighted ſome of my friends, that they ran off. 
Not long after, I was again wrapt up in my. winding. 
Sheet, but, as ſome-watched my. Wee 55 theic 
: aſtoniſhment, lifted up the ſheet. 6 
-£a:} Nownhſlaudivg theſe e 2055 my body, 
 Grongh the force of my diſtempet velled into a 
>nftrous: form,, my. belly being as big a8 a0 ordi · 
Hary tub or drum while my ſlender legs were inca - 
Pable to bear the weight of it. Being one day in 
Es arms of a ſervant, I manifeſted my. igclination 
7 to have ſome ſpeckled-nails, which dropt out of a 
of furse 4 and OY Ds chem for a 


time, 


wer - 


7 — wo AQ. — S 3. - 


grave, JT was heard crying in the coffin; which. ſo- 


__— ona fm ny ow 
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4 et r 7 3387 Barbs 461 


ke, 1 N figns to haye them pyt' 5 Iu fire. 
After they had lain ſometime there. ill: they were 
roaſted, od pole figs $:t0 have chem out agaid j and 
haviog att n'them, I cleared off the heli andnte 
them 3z—and for ſometime atter vod ſearce t- 
ry aþing but gans Ta the aſtoniſhment. of-altia« 
round, Ui ficange diet eee 0 
health,” Tarr TEL S340 8 218 | PHE 


3. My orls Having! aftery w 


I lay faſt aſleep, our bed cloaths took fire. My ta- 
ther awakening, perceived the tmell of burning; and 


ran from'chawber to chamber, fin ie Tame where 
we wert; aud by bis means both ſhe" and, 1: wereears 
re, And wirheur alätni ag "my mother 


fied out yo} 
— TY 


U 


r — 5 6 ! FA. — 
"child: © It: * Fat 


the Caterer 1 out famil for ſome.mear, 
rp OA: ping me and took my. Whole head 
into bis n Ne one To ay ++ "0 


it was edited 75 eyes had been * 4 
God bad brate e Ten esp Tann k e e 
689 Being with my aut in erk, Ir is my ramb- 
ling, lay down at the brio of the Rerſe Poe, and 
che my habd- inte- rech 
horſe hairs,” rell: net R Hf "Redd asser 
y audt, miffing meg came at far to the pool 
when I was moſt opt of her reach; and catching 


bold bf one of my lege, Are id ne ont. oo W 7 


time} (ie comifperceivervo Breath in me. 
16.) One of our grey hounds attsck Ae pig te 
the field, the whole herd. of Line, abet eig — 
ſurroufded im While: ** withoot” iy fucbeſs, 
laboured to Ak bin off e g Alle Feat boar fell 
on me, threw me dow een kt ir and! 
rending my cloaths, prepared te teax out; my bo . 
cls. The hound ich ä 6 Wop 170 
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| mh Ell on ee ede him lexga bis hold of 
me, that might run for my lifes: #0 0:5: 
—_— By a furious horſe running 


was no leſs remarkable. 


3 


* 
8 — 2 
* F 
5 * * affica „* * 


| f "with m me 
through a river, and) dragging me conſiderable 


= way * my ſoot in the ſtirruꝑ, with my head on f 


ground ; and another furiopſſy throwing me o 


Eis bare: back, notwithſtanding a my efforts Land 
ten ſtriking at my: forehead, my life Len the 

| : uttermoſt danger, but ſtill pre ſeryed - FE 

309) One Grundybbaving been put from bie * 

torſhip by Alderman Ereſtan, on account of diſho · 

neſtyz L was put ia his place, and, much againſt my 
| will, _ obliged bund maſter to ſeize on ſome of his 


evenge, Grundy pretend - 


ad, that I had: besen cabiaet, and taken out 
L 3-15-0: for myſelf ; and procured, two Popiſh 


_ witneifes to ſwear againſt me. He applied to four 
 YVifferent Juſtices of peace: but none of them would 
grant a Warrant againſt me, He then prepared to 
arraign me before my own. uncle, Lord Chief Jul- 
tice of Ireland, who now hated me. on account of 

my having turned a diſſenter. This proſecution 


threw me into fearful perplexity, not ſo much on 


Te 5 account of my own life, as on account of the re- 
proach that religion was like o ſuffer. - But, be- 
fore he had opporutnity to preſent his indictment, 


Grundy had his conſcience filled with ſuch terrible 


bBorror and unguiſh, that, after repeated, attempts 
td murder bimſelt, he 8 me moſt deeactul 


| | diſtraction and madnefe. ehe e 


God's proxvidenee relacive. ro wy foirimal concerns 
about, the 15th 
[Papiſts: on 


year of my life, Las playing wih e 


„ pan de oro all of a ſudden it was darted into 
my mind that L muſt either he converted or dama- 
— = ei Being brought up ignorant of the prin - 
* diples'oÞ the Chriſtian! re gion, I took this; hint to 
mean no more than 4bac 1- behoved to leave off play- 

bog on the ä other ä 0 
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IAI gave up with / wicked companions, and my 
beloved ſinfubdiwerſions z aud, with all the ferioul- 
nefs of which Þ was'tapable, 

e Bible; Practice of Piety,/ 
er, 5 eſpec 
reſolved not only ro x 
faſt every Wedneſday vad Friday .—-L read, prayed, 
and faſted, till 


book of commen pray- 


tations from Satan and 
firong inclinations ef my own heart, I perſevered 
in this manner of life, about ſix or ſeven years, in 
order to {ccure myſelf from hell and damnation. I 


became the tale of che country, efpecially of my 
onder ful practiſer of piety. This, 
notwithſtanding my high conceit of thei tertainty and 


relations, as à W. 
emineney of my *converfion; I diſſiked to hear of. 


My uncommon zeal fer the church; and pain; 7 
ration for her liturgy; ceremonies; clergy; 3 


cially her Prelacy, made my friends expect that E 


would become an extraordinary ornament to her. 

Bat, about A, D. 1664, and the 22d year of mR 
age, ein the time of the ſermon on Haſter Munday, 
it was darted* inte my mind, that I had, on the pre? 


ceding day; received ike Lordis ſupper unworthily, 
along with that word, He that eateth and dninleili 
thrwbrthily > cats h and drinketh damnation to\bimfelf 
1 Cor. xi. 29. My fon] was hereon filled with: the! 
wen dre utst canternarion;/vI imagine that mul · 


tltades of de vis were every here vendy tu drag me 
Eon rerod games. Getung bome, Lattempted x 


bür geſther could nor durſtils My uncle, 


Gier ovfiderations, Jaboured % relie ve my tor 


. tea ted ſon? ;7 but in vain. Lapplied to ſeven, or 
famous clergymen, one of them 
chat they * not underfiand 7 
EB a | | : F ws 


eight of our ino 
A * har findiny 


| #446-efeupeithe dg sene Nellie ban 
prehended to be ſome very egly-and terrible thing. 
applied myſelf to read 


jally Baxiev's "Gail: tothe unconverted. I 5 
wrayers every day, but t“ 


body was reduced, aud rendered 


vpfit for ſervice.* Notwithſtanding manifold temp- 
my former companions, and 


ict Tele be comfortable dan of pre, Kor 
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264 radical Chrifianity exemplified, 
my caſe, and miniſtred but carnal and unprofſtable 
directions, I abandoned myſelf to deſpair.— Roth 
day and night, my ſoul was racked with appreben- 


is and dam - 
Fen the end 


geſtions, 


* 
. 


= pore on my conſcience, effectually refuted theſe 
= * 


FR 


Troubles ab 


to a ſkeletor 


f 
ho 7 


7 


1 5p: $6 159 dente to undee- 
ſtand that ſeriptpre which had rolled in my mind all 
me day and I chböglit none could be more an: 
ſwerabſe to my caſe .I was made to perceive, that 
all the egal methods which I bad uſed for my own 
relief, werr directly contrary to God's method jy 
ſaviog finners reveated in the goſpel; and ſo it w 
po wonder that the more works I performed, 
found myſelf the farther from all true peace anc 
comfort. I war made to underſtand God's covenant 
of free grace ĩn Chriſt; and to ſee that my proper 
work was to believe on "the Son of Gd, in whom a- 
lone that righteouſneſs is to be found, which tecon - 
eiles a ſiuner to an offended God. Io order to en- 
ge my heart to this covenant and method of fal- 


covered to me NO and WHAT Jeſus Chriſt is; 
and for hat end his Father had ſent him; —that he 
was an almighty and alle ſufficient Saviour of ſinful 
men; and the righteouſneſs of his obedience and 


ſuffering the only ant all ſufficient, grougd of their 


pardon andacceptance with God; that God, whom, 


had ſo exceedingly offended, was truly and ear- 


neſtly defirous, that 1 ſhould de teconciled 10 him, 


diation of his Son: that, in the covenant of grace, 
there ia provided every thing neceflary to compleat 
ie eternal bappinefs of ſuch as believe on Chriſt. - 
—=Along* herewith,” be made me fee and acknow- 
ledge; at by my fin 1 had defiroyed my foul, and. 
that God might Juſtiy glorify binſelf*io_my eternal” 


2 


damnawomzg -aAnd made me cheerfu Aeg ta re- 


ceive Jeſus Chrift,” as offered to 7 he'golpel, as. 
my obly ad eompleat Saviour; , Fegoug! ing 
my dun righteouſneſs and Mee? 185 to accept of 
bim, in 4 iron offces, relations, ele. 
zan falneſs;, and cved'in his erf, 


+ 
By thieſe/inftuerice? and deliver Adee wy Hul was. 


porting 


(3 pag the Holy Ghoſt, through the goſpel, diſ- 


aud made acceptable in bis fight, through the me- 


nd . thee filled with the moſt raviſhiog 20d tranſ- 5 


- 


$$. 


166 Prafiital Chriftianity exemplified,” = 
porting joy and wonder. Nevertheleſs, calling to 

_ remembrance what a deccitful enemy Satan is 3 and 

how far he can ape the Spirit of God in the produc- 
tion of flaſhes of joy in awakened ſinners, I began 
10 fear, that all I had met with, might perhaps be 
delußive. But the Holy Ghoſt, by his elucidating 
and heart ſearching power, enabled me to perceive 
the anſwerableneis of the change, which I had ex- 
petienced, to the ſtandard of his word. And, by 
his eolightening influence, I was fully perſuaded, 

| That God had elected me to everlaſting life; that 
all my fins bad been imputed to, auff perfettly ſatis - 


— 


7 - fed for, by Jeſus Chrilt, as my ſurety'3 that God, 


beiog fully tarisfied, with the ſuxety-obedicnee and fl 
ſuffering of Thrift,” took pleature to parden and ac- 
_ cept Cleft men on account of it; that all my fins 

were fully zg freely forgiven, only on accouet of 
that which; Chrilt had done and ſüffered for me; 
| that, Gol had loved me from alt eteruſty, and had 
A roughly eich we, is order” is ate me e 
das Fully undeiſtand” the! dreadfuf nature ok An,  , 
z prepare ine for receiving"the'ioreUelighrfol I 
maniteſ}ation of bis love; that f Was ow in W jf 


ved; kack äte ang adopred dere, ad dg der. 
 faidly<perleveF® therein; that Mettau ig 
| e s I ſhould meet with in ie world, 
JJV 
__ carry me thröp gh ad all my remaining rerrup! 5 
. dad, utc a eee de h. dul wort 7 Abr "if 
my eternal advantage. Theſe views Rileme zam 
. With the moſt deligh ful and heartemelting: joy and 
comfort. The horror and guilt of my cooſcience, 
E the vail which hindered me to perceive the myſte- 
ries of the goſpel, —and the diſtracting ſtorms of 
fear add delpair, - were ſucceeded by a delightful 
approbation of conſcience, pleaſant views of d ivine / 
things, , {weer calms of inward peace, and wel!- 
grounded bopes,—a ſpirit of love, power, and of a 
EE Ree 83 
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3 5 \ 


| boldneſs ue God. | 
the grace and glory of 1 the divine per ſons. and on 5 


My very dreams turned oa 


the heavenly felicity : and between my ſlee ps in the. 
night, I uſed to riſe, and ſplemply thank * Lord 
for his mercies to mne. 

Not only did alf the earthly a and ger 


484 


of my relations appear contemptible to me; hut e- 


ven the liturgy and ceremonies of our Epilcopaliay 


church appeared deflirute of divine appointmen 5 | 


and unſuitable to the pure and ſpiritual nature 


God, or to the taſte of awakened and-renewed ſouls... 
I perceived, that no worſhip, but that which is of 


God's own appointment, can be acceptable to him, 
or truly nouriſhing. to bupgry fouls. I therefore 
left off joining in the public worſhip. 
bliſhed church, and attended the 5 of Mr. 
Samuel Mather, a a diſſenter. My. uncle, my pa- 


rents, and other relations, did all they could, by 


reaſoning, by fawning kindoeſs, and by angry 


threatenings, to make me give up with the diſſen- 


ters, and return. 10 their eſtabliſhed church. But, 


when they found that 1 was determined to prefer 


the hooour of Chriſt, add the inward peace of my 

conſcience, to every thing earthly, they all aban- 
doned me as an, obftinate [anatick, Fh had Agrotel 
their family... IL aa 


Alter he had experienced epic trials a ay 0 de : 


eee. he became a e miniſter, + PAR 
reſpected by the diſtinguiſhed | friends Of th 
golpel of Chril -. WH ATED i 39 K 18H ns 1 7555 
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Lit of Maxie suv. 


7 Mme, ws 1 the Low; by Coding me 


to attend my father's cattle and the like, gave 


me an opportunity of learning my Catechiſm; and 


becoming acquainted with my Bible, while himſelf 
" inclined my heart that way. About the 2oth - -year 
of my life, 1720, my fiſters being all married, I ex- 


peſtted more eaſe and freedom in my father's fami- 


Iy, and was puffed up with hopes and proſpects of 


earthly enjoyments. But at a lacramental occaſion 


at Moring-fide, the Lord, by theſe two texts, Rev. 


111.20. 2 Cor. v. 20. opened my heart to receive 


kimſelf ; and he came iq abd ſupped with poor 
worthleſs. me. Satan and. my on deceitful heart 

muſtered up many objections againlt. my receiving 
bim; as, that it was too ſoon for me to be religious, 
and better never to have a profeſſion of religion, 
chan to be an apoſtate.Reſolviug to partake of the 
Lord's ſuppet at the communion of Kilſyth, I la- 
bored to prepare for that work: notwithſtanding 


ſeveral externa! difcouragements, joined myſelf to 


the Lord s and had pleaſant fellowſhip with him in 
| His:ordinances on Sabbath, and in the thankſgiving 
work Next year, all the days of the ſolemoity in 


that place were remarkably uſe ful for the eonvi@ion, 


„ and direction of my ſou}, particular- 


ly the ſermons by Mr Telfer from el: X. 12, and 


er mon from 
IIa. Ny. p. and Mr. Alex. Moncrief on Gen; Xxiv. . 


from mas! ix. 15 Mr. Robe's action 
58. iff Ifa, iii, 3.— That text Hoſ. ii. 6. 7. and 


may others, which F heard at different. times at that 
_ place, were very refreſhing to my foul —Io 1722, 
IL enjoyed remarkable ſmiles of the Lord's counte- 
nanee, ata B Suey You: ar Slamanan, par- 


: 95 | | | : ticular ly 


| the Life of Marion : "I 
ceularly the ſermons « of Me 5 Bron from 1 Joha 
Bonner from John xvii. 1 | 
After tha y for a cage time, heirfpliy 
run. on in the Lord's day, Satan and my own wick. - 
ed heart ſtrongly tempted me to give up with goin 
to ſo: many: communions, and to attend the fool 
diverſions to which my neighbours were addicted. 
But by ſome rouſing ſcriptures, as 2 Pet. ii. 10,.— = 
22. and Heb. x, 26, 27. Pſalm Ixxxi. 11. the Le 
warned and preſerved me z and by others, as Pal. . 
Ixij. 5. Ila. vii. 17. and l. 10. directing me to walt 41 
on and truſt in him, he renewed and ftreogthened i 
my languiſhing ſoul. Till the z th year of my life, . | 
I had: generally enjoyed outward health. fue A 
that, Þ was for ſeveral years in à lauguiſhing con- 
dition. The Lord meanwhile ſupported me by his 
word, Mal iv zu and others of that import, At 
the ſacramental and otheo.occafions of = 
where I long eefided; I was often delightfully r 
freſbed by the ordinances of Chriſt.—Bur at laſt, in 
17324 Mr: Wiſeman died, and Mr. G. was places + 
in his ſtead; under whoſe miniſtrations I could reap: * 
nothing of'my .wonted ſpiritual edification; , Ithere- 
fore after mbc tofling, left off attending bim, au 
went teuhear Mr. Wardrop of Whitbyen, of whoſe: 
miniſtrations J had heard "a ob ſavoury account. 
For five. years, I had my ſoul refreſhed from time 
to time unden them; and meanwhile mow alſo 28 
markable felilowfhip: with the Lord at the ſacramens | 
tal -ogeafiong of Dunfermline, Queen: T 
phichen, Orwel, Abernethy and Kiachivew-" Some 
diſcourſes by: Mr. Hamilton of Stifling on Pſa . 3.5 
9. and of Ebenezer: Erſkine from John:ix. Af .. 
11. Iſa. liv. 23. were alſe great ule to me x ad 
alſo maay promiſes: te ſpecting my on hu and 
the welfare of the church, Jas: fal. exvii 2 Job 
Xxxiii. 16, — 30. Jer. xxx. and iii. 6. faggeiied 
and FOTO applied 2 * had alſo my 
own 
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17 Praftical Chriftianity nity exemplified, e. 

don ſhare of temptations to neglect the means. of 

- grace which were moſt uſeful to me, and to look 

dr the providerices of God as conttadicting his pro. 

miſes. But I waz enabled to wait with patience, til 
Lenoyed their accompliſhment, | 

I be attempt of the Popiſh pretender to overtury 

Dur religion and liberties, and the errors and divi 

* - - Kors which fearfully prevailed in the church of 

_ Chriſt; lay very heavy on my heart; and Satan and 

my own unbclief exerted themfelves to overwhela 

me with ſadneſs and diſcouragement. But the Lor 

enabled me to plcad with him to bring me off fron 

1 Thing felages, and to place all my confidence it 

|  _ Himſelf alone; And by various methods granted ny 

. e crook of the lot, Hutcheſon on the 


Teſſer prophets, and Bell's grapes in the wilderneſs, ot 
_ Hof. ii. 14.—as alfo ſome diſcourſes by Mefirs. W. 
Monerief, J. Heugb, and other miniſters, were re: 
_- Wmarkably uſeful to me in my wilderneſs trials, or in 
* promoring my relief. The promiſes made to th: | 
, «© @vercomers, Rev, ij. 7, 11, 1), 26- and iii. 5, 12, 21- 
e Fare were often very encouraging to me. 
After a life of manifold afflictions of receiving 
And reſting on Chriſt ;—of ſtudying to have familiar Ml 
Fellowſhip” with him ;j—and of earneſt concern fot 
Dis declarative glory in the world, and to have het 
. relations and others brought to him, and built up- 
dn him ;—and of longing for the immediate enjoy: 


* 


ment of him, the died in 1764 | | 
e died in 1 „ 5 
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2 x "IN TEN PTA T1ON8,—in « enticing men 4% com 

a mit fin, —hindering or vitiating their religious du- 
e We. ul 
5 nee, REN]DIES. Jr 


4 


REED En "God is faid d range . br mew to 


3 God, in the Old Teſtament, the Hie. 
brew word [8548 properly fignifics to ut them ta 
O trial, Gen. xxii. 1 Deut. i iv. 34. and vii. 19. and 
XXix, 3. and vi. 16. "ad. 3 in the New Teſtament, 
zur TATION; frequently denotes . and his 
ſiaſtruments enticemend of men into fenfulneſe and mi- 
by 1 1. 1 — 1 Son ves im. . 9 Nee 
1. 13, 1 
Satan is a Tempier, ( i. Moser MALICIOUS. He 
| prays for opportunities of tempring men, Luke xxii. 
1 He is content to tempt in ſmaller matters, 
 . When he is refiſted in greater. He tempts, when 
be knows that he cannot ſucceed, Mat. ir, 1 11. 
John xiv. 30. He tempts men to fin, 1 while himfelf 
1 tormented for finning, and w bug 
bis temptations will bring forther pumſſhm 
bim, 2 Pet. ii. 4. He tempts 0 the mat malicious 
inelinations and practices, John vii. 14. Rev. ii. 10. 
| e 13. N der re- He 1 * 
| 18 


> Of Satan's _ qualities at . Tempter. 13 
his angelical nature and knowledge, Jude 6. 2 Sam, 
civ. 17. He hath now acquired much experimental 
Be edge by his long continued practice of tempt- 
ing, John viii. 44, Rev. x. 2. and xif. D Puh 
he cannot immediately and infallibly diſcera men's 
iaward diſpoſitions ing thoughts, yet, by an accu- 
rate obſervation of their paſſions, actions, confeſſi- 
ons and (upplications, he can ſhrewdly gueſs at 
them, Jer. Xvi. 9, 10, Rev. ii. 23. Job i, 7. and 
ii. 3. Though he hath not any natural or immedi. 
ate knowledge of future events, yet, by revelations 
from God, by thorough conſideration of the cauſes * 
of events, by pondering ſcripture predictions 
and by prying igta the counſels of men, he can form 
4. fuch probable conjectures concerning them, as ar 
b. feldom diſappointed, 1 Kings xxii. 20,.—3 2. 1 Sam. 
„ ii. 19-—By his extenſive knowledge, he àteu- 
rately diſcerns, what temptations are moſt likely to 
prevail with fuch particular perſons, ; and in grhat | 
time or circumſtances it is moſt proper to apply 
them; and by what inſtruments, means, motives 
and arguments, he bids faireſt to ſeduce men moſt 
_effeQtually and ruinoufly. (3.) MosT vo- är. 
He produceth moſt wondertul effects, 2 Theff. ji, 
-10, 1x. He can aſſume an aerial body in moſt di- 
yerfified and moſt dreadful forms. His operations 
on his familiars, and on ſuch as are poſſeſſed by him, 
1 are marvellous and terr ible, Mat. XIV 26. 1 Sam 
He xxviii. Deut. xviii. 10. Mark v. 3, 4. and ix. 1 
xii. 20, 22. He terribly oppreſſeth the fpirits of 104. 
bel under hi power, 1 Sam. vi. 14; 2 Cot, Kl. 
zen f 7. 1 Pet. v. 8. (4) MosT acTIvE ND Di- 
$1. GENT, Hetempts multitudes of men by multitudes 
felf of means, motives and inſtruments, and to multi- 


bat tudes of crimes, Rev. Xii. 9 ad xx. 8. He tempis 
on on every proper occaſion, and purſues every ad- 
dus vantage which he obtains, to the utmoſt. He tempts 
10. i moſt carneſtly and furiouſly, when men are like o 
ins de taken out of bis power by converſion, ai K. „ 
7 n —̃ © 


/ 
1 
* 


* | 7 ow 


. TO of Satan 7 Temptations « "Y . 


S, 


et. v. 8. cond i. 8. Luke ix. 42. Rev, Nil. 12.5 
65 0 Mos rx CRUEL. He moſt furiouſly oppreſſeth 
men who have wounded ſpirits, and with ſuch temp 
eations as tend maſt grievouſiy to . or d 
chem, Eph. vi, 12, 16. 2 Cor. xii. 3. He 2 
men 89 the moſt vile or dangerous crimes, Job. i. 
3 2 ii, 115 Accs v. 3. John xili. 26, 2 2 Thef; 
1. 95 10. He forcibly obtrudes his mo ne 
an horrid temptations upon · the m moſt boly children 
bf God, Mat. iv. 1, 11. 2 Cor, xii. 5, He is moſt 
, ready to affaul; them phe they are: tied to diffi- 
cult duties; or when be firing. are diſtreſſed; or 
when they have, or oug ht tg enjoy the moſt remar · 
Fable manifeſtations of God's love, Palm Ixxiii. 1 


28. Heb, i ii. 15: 2 Cor. Xi. A He inflicts horri- 


ple diſtempers upon men's perſons or property ; and 
Airs. up cfuet perſecution againft every thing really 

good, Job i; i. Rey. ii. 10 and xii. 7» 19, 12. and 
Ax. 8, 19. lie makes men fearfully to opppels. and 


murder one another in war, ſlavery, &c. and 5 


to murder themſelves z and wake parents or othe! 
murder innocent babes, to conceal guilt, or in 11 
or even in pretended lacrifices to God, Jer. xl vie 


i. Pfalm cvi. 37, 38. He torments or retains in 


PFretcbedneſs many of bis . ſervants, 
4846.) Most chf. He cunningly ſeduced. ou 
Keſt. parents into the moſt aggravated and 7 55 
dn, when they were but newly made after the i image 
"of God, and ſtood high jo his fayour, Gen. iii,— 
- He hath ſeduced many of the cboiceſt aints i into the 


"moſt abominable crimes, and which were moſt con- 


_ -rraryto their predominant. graces, | Gen. ix. 21. and 


-Fii. 13 and xix. 30,36; and xxvi. 7. Exod. xxxii, 
2,—4: Num xx. 10,12. 2 Sam, xi xii 1 Kings 


Ki. ·t.—7. and xix. 3, 4: 2 Cbron, xvi. and xxxi. 2 . 


Pal, Ixxiii. 1,=16- apd Ixxvii. 7.—9. Jer. Xii. l. 
und xx. EM —18. He entangles men in his 
emptalio be tore they are aware, 2 Sam, xi; xi. 


Mk. wi, "#2 and xxvi. . He * 


f 


— 


4 5. £ 
— A * 4 ci 


bis temptations, ſo as to be My deceiyin 
* 11. Eph: ye Bhs." * * 


II. Anſwerably to theſe dreadful vente 85. 
tan acts as a Tempter, in enticihg men to commit fin- 
ful acts j—in hindering or vitiating their religious du- 
fies: — in 2 ſeducing their mind into errontou opinions - 
—and in dftrefſng and wounding their ſpirits, © © 


In tempting men to COMMIT 8INFUL ACTIONS, 


Satan (i.) Carefully acquaints himſelf with theit 


ſlate; temper, ſtation, companions, and other cir- 
5 cumſtances, that he may frame his temf ptations, * ? 
ſwerable to each, Job i. 8. and ii. 3. (2.) He 


rovides temptations, which are exactly ſuited to 
| "theſe diverffied circumſtances, 2 Cor: ii- t1: Gen. 


5 1. 1.—9. and Rix; J0, —36. 2 Sam. i 5 xi. 1 ; 


Kings xi. I,—7. Sometimes indeed he tempts men 
to 5. 5 which is moſt contrary to their natural 12 
elination: but that is only when God reſtralns bi 


other temprations ; or, when bis principal defign i is | 


to to harraſs and torment them; or, when theit tem- 
er alters under temptation; or, when he intends 
E "keep them gazing at one temptation, in order 
"that they may 
ther: 0 (3). He propoſeth his temptations in the 
manner which is beſt calculated: to ſucceed: He 
brings men to the object of the temptation, or it to 
them, that it may, as it were, ſpeak and plead for 
kim. He eniploys friends, relations, or perſons of 


Breat piety; Knowledge, eloquence; or ſome other 


*real or fancied — as his ſubordioateagerity. 


Or, he fecretly ſuggeſts the temptation inte men's 


fancy and mind ; earneſtly urgeth his motives of 


' compliance ; Ntirs'up their fancy to gaze on the ob- 


& or temptation and their biaſſed mind to conſi- 
er how, or how far, it may be conſented to, Gen. 
Uh f,—9. 2 Sam. xi. Acts v. 3. 2 Chron, xxi. 1 
(4. } He ſtirs up their inward luſts to entertain the 


\Hwpration.* in order to a be vapaiſhet the 2 
| > ns Td 


i 


* enticing men: fo commit Sin. - 175 


enfnared and corrupted. by an- 
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0 of Satan's Tn 


3 bt. f theſe Tufts” wich appüsent excellence. 
8 e iinfulneſs or danger of compliadce. Hs 
5 don thay ſenſes, > Hei lays hold on every 
9 5 rommitripg the ſin ? and then eſpe- 
| Wo, urpech to it“ He ImpreMſeth the fig on their 
ney. "ay 8 profitable. orz-bonourable, or, at 
ext Matter He decoys them into an 
Intimacy with bad conpanions that thereby their 
hon. (oy ray be Rupified and defited, -or the i- 
Mage 'of theſe 5 enſtamped on them. By 
1 5 men confident of their owu luſficiency of 
5 grace, Fiſts! "ſtrength; to oppoſe the tempta- 
dien, he render chem ſecure. He entangles their 
| affeQions i in a piflionate working towards the ob- 
jet of ie kemptation, chat they may he thereby 
3 urried % . à full and ſpeedy compance. And 
5 ometimes ke, by their drunkenneſs, trouble, or the 
like, dilpoſeth their” body: to be a promoter of his 


6 emptat us, Ass v. 3 Joſh. vn. 21.2 Sam. Xl. 
Job 13 Ui. * . 244. Pfal. Ixkiit ; IxX XVII. 
By thus p ocuring': entertainment to bis temptati- 
ons, IDS MEN'S MIND, that they can - 


e i udge of; or oppoſe them. Hence men 
f- 1275 e 1 at the expence of the 
off decadful Uiſgrace and danger, temporal or e- 
nn commir the moſt abſurd things, ſr ages | 
_ glory in their Thame. © Nay, good men tram 
C1: 13 light, life, and comfort which 7 5 
Ha ved. from God, Mat. xxvi z xxyij. Rom m. 
. 18, 5 Joh ifi. 1 Kings xi. Toy 1 Sam xi; zii. 
15 108117 NDING MEN'S MIND,” Satan (I.) Hinders 
_ their exerciſing their reaſon in oppoſition to his temp- 
tations. For this purpoſe, he ſecretly, indirectly, 
and amidſt their" confagion of thought, throws bis 
Kae tions into their wind; He ſuddenly ſurpriz- 
eth them with His affaults ; or, he inſeofibly, and 
by flow degrees, i 40troduceth bis temptation, Acts 
v. 5 Mar. Xvi. 2 Sam. 15 ö alle. (49: He e 


Reg 


3 = FR. 


in de men 10 commit. Sin, £ 177. 


their reaſon igto at leaſſ a connivance with bis temp - 
tation. For this end, he repreſents doubtful acti- 
ons in the beſt, or in the worſt light they gan bear, 
and gives them falſe names. He makes other men 
reader the oppoſite courſes odious, through their 
imprudeot management of them. He entangles men 
in falſe opinions, and makes them imagine, that 
their ends in them are truly lapdable and. excellent. 
He makes them call evil good, and good evil, Joe 
4. Luke ix. iT hs He repreſents the ſin to which 
they are tempted, as, at worſt, but ſmall and eaſily | 
forgiven as a thing extremely calculated} to pro- 


mote ſome real advantage, bonour, pleaſure, or : 


profit; or even neceſſary, in reſpect of their tem 
Pers: and circumſtances, or to prevent tem tations 
to that which is much worſe as a fin o ch - 
the greateſt ſaints have been guilty, and of which 


| the whole danger may be prevented by a little faith 


and repentance, Prov. vii. 16, 1 Sam, XXV. 21- Gen. 
xix. O36. Mat. xiv. 3.— 11. and xxvi. 69,74. 
(3.) He diſturbs their. exerc Ken ing of their reaſon in op- 
poſition to histemptations. For this effect, he, with 
much vehemence and perſeverance, exhibits the 
profits and pleaſures of theſe ſins to which he tempts. 


He flatters men, that they are in no danger of fal- 


ling into them. He withdraws the temptation Which 
they ſeem bent to refill, and plies t them with another. 
He pretends to tempt to no.more.than ſome inno- 
cent ap 720 hes towards fuch fins,” as he really i in- 
tends de be cominittedz And which will at once 
gratify., thei curioſity, or other inclination, and 


mark them ſocial, chearful, or the like. He ſog- 


. gels ſophilfical diſtinQions, by. which the” thing”. 
tempted to, may be explained away into no fin at 
all. — By theſe and che like artifices, he induceth 
men, Ar, to reſiſt his temptations, in 2 carelfefs, 
faint, wavering, or, even reluctant manner —fhen, 
to lay afide all ſuch thoughts as are calculated to 
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dilreſted to loxurious inteinperanes, prodlgaliiy, 
. open. profaneneſs, and overbearing” bauphtineſs, 
The Poor he tempts to diſcontentment; diſhone(- 
ry, envy of the rich, murmuring, prattifing of baſe 
trades, and finful compliances with the great for 
their carnal advantage. * LEarNeD MEN he tempts 
to diſbelieve and contema the ſcriptures; or judge 
of their - contents © by carnal corrupted” reaſon; 
to employ their time, opportunities or abilities in 
curious, carnal and trifling enquiries, rather than 
in ſtudying to know Chriſt and him crucified o 
fludy divine truths in a philoſophical manner; to 
. invent and propagate errors 0 ſu erſtirions 3 to 
| Bunt after novelties of opinion; a to kiadle or 
2rpetuate and ſpread empty, ee and wicked 
EE p "TENORANT perfons he tempts to ſhift, 
deſpiſe, and hate the means of ſolid inſtructi 
ſpecially in-the things of God in Chriſt; 
their o.] n ſtupidity; z' contemn uſeful,” and | 
religious knowledge to wallow in beaſtiy vices ; 
+ 40 content themſelves with a beaſtly manner of per- 
forming their work in | their callings, 7575 fami- 
es Th EEE TT Ong 
Hle tempts Men l to give weir ſubjecte 
a bad example of behaviour to make bad Jaws, 
or neglect to execute ſuch as are good; to an atheiſ. 
RED tical indifference about the real welfare of theckvurch, 
and the advancement of the true religion to per- 
ſecute the godly and faithful; encourage che wicked 
aud admit them into: places of power and truſt; to 
5 oppre ſñon of their Hadjects, giving and taking of 
bribes, impoſing, urgin 18,” or admipiſtrating wnlaws 
Jul, dubious, or anner gar; oaths; to bee ia, 
or perverſion of judgment, eſpecially in favourb of 
their friends,” or 8 rich and great! He tempis 
LAWYERS to ebcdurage unneceffary law fujts : to 
undertake the pleading of baſe and blond bräble 
_ cauſes ;\'to'conceal;: deny, miſreprefent, or /outface 
the truth. ag to egit or (partial management' of 
, 38 N - 5 995 | 


%. 


in eg men Sas 


good cauſes, and examination of witneſſes; to pro- 
tract the determination of debates, in order to in- 


creaſe their o. gain g and in fine, in their work, 
to make their own honour or gain, not the glory of 
God, their chief end, and forget the accoumt which 
they themſelves muſt ſoon make at the judgment 


ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt, He tempts MINIsTERGN⁰ü rer 
gard their own honour, eaſe or gain too much, and 
the honour of Jeſus Chriſt and ſpiritual ediſication 
of ſouls too littleg to think and ſpeak. of divine 
things as a neceſſary part of their external buſineſs, 


without labouring to apply them to their on heart 3 
to rely on their own gifts in their preparatiot for, 


and performance-of their work ; to reſt contented 


with, if not _conceited--of,. their outwardly diligent" 
adminiſtration of the ordinances of; the goſpel y to 
neglect habitual fervent prayer for preparation, af- - 


fiſtance, and ſucceſs in their work, or thankſgiving! 


for what they receive to flatter their hearers with' 


ſmooth things in order to procure their affection, 


applauſe, or preſents; to aim at the diſcovery WE 


their own learning. cloquetice, piety or zeal, 


their miniſtrations; to kindle, perpetuate, or esd 
vain, wicked, and angry debates, or craftily revive 
old errors; or, by ſpecious ſhifts, to violate the ſo · 


lemn engagements to Chriſt and his church; under 


which they came at their ordination, &c 3 to ſeek 
ee We power, or fame above their breth - 
i live in ſuch an untender, e or lifeleſs 

; 0 as hardens their people in fin. . 
He tempts ſuch as are UN cON ERNI n their | 
eternal ſalvation to believe themſelyes) good Chriſti- 
ans, and hope that they ſhall die the” death of the 
rightebus ; and to continue and further proceed in 

their ſiaful ſloth or wicked converſation, He temps 


thoſe who are 'UNDER | CONVICTIONS; either to 
ſtifle them by carnal pleaſures, labours, riches, fel- 
' lowſhip with wicked perſons, or preſumptuous per- 
N 8 21 of the a of their Kats or * le- 
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\ \ gal eeſoſutions of religious a abel and concern in 
ſome. after period, or by preſent ſegal reformation 
in their own ſtrength; or to weaken, 705 by nar · 
row and partial uptakings of, the lay 572 zor 
nn” un he conviclions, in def; pairing of God's 
werey, perſuading themſelves, at their day of 
grace is paſt, or that 11 bave finned. the unpar- 
donable ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſi Dr in attempt - 
ing to take away. cbeſt gen life-7-He zempts ſhoſe 
that are UNCONVER TED. to 8 in their igno- 
7 FAnCce of themlelves,. Chriſt ang his ;COVEnAng,. and 
"Im their unconcęrn about eternal ſalvation ;. to ſeſt 
contented wich an external attendange on g. (\pecl.. 
ordinances, without enjoying any, fellowſbip, with 
_ Chriſt and vis Spirit in hem ; to belie ve themſelves 
already united 10 Chriſt, and renewed i in their heart; 5 
—to take up with a mere outward probel ion no- 
tional knowledge. of divine truths,,—lelf.ri 
neſs, aud goſpel ordivagces, as-their Sav 8 
his ſtead; to contemn "4. mun the company of 
experienced and tender ſaints ; i to eſteem profane 
per ſons, or carna profeſſors of religiga, add make 
them their favourite.companions.. He .tempts thoſe. | 
TE thoſe that are. really. CONVERTED.to live 'and, arpſt 
in themſelves, rather than on Chriſt 705 his promi 
ſes; 10, ndulge or encourage Kaufe of Js, love or 
5 ſaving..connexion. with them; ,to.f eck. and take. an 
with plealant frames, ipſtead of, Chriſt bimſelf z to 
live ignorant of, or inactive jo the life of faith. on 
God's bare word; to reſt contepted with, [mall mea - 
| ſures. of grace and beiden ere tene, ng, without 
8 any diſtioct knowledge of tbeir Spiritual Mare, or: 
S condition ; 1 18 Malle unwgrihy o f their d ignited, f late 
of. union to-Chriſk, -jv(libication,, adoption, and re- 
N and the mencies which they have. rec iv 
: 1 10 ſtudy, conformity. o, PW 1070} 4 with car · . | 
> men, ipſtead..of picging and praying for them ; 
and 19 proportion their ſpicitual hope, joy, god ; 
| courage. £0 cen PAR tempers and attainments. Hle N 
tempis 
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temp 


s thoſe ſaints that are UNDER DIVING De- 


SER T IOM and "SPIRITUAL DISTRESS; to think 


of the goſpel, and put them from themſelves, as 


things” ovefoired, or not belonging to them; to 


mürtpur agaſpſt God and his providence ; to de- 


pair of alt happy iſfue of their trouble; give up at- 


teadance on goſpel ordinances; or even to imbrue 
their handy in their own blood. He tempts thoſe 
that Babe enjoyed RRMAXKA BLS FELLOWSHIPS 


v it CoD; and do walk in the light of his coun- 


tenahee, to pride; to reſt on their pleaſant frames 


and received graces, inſtead'of Chriſt and his pro- 


miſes; and to under value or entertain harſh and un- 
ſympatkizing thoughts of thoſe that habitually live 
in darkneſs, doubts, and inward diſtrefſs. 


Satan, as permitted by God, tempts men of all 


ſortꝭ to S form of fin, and by every form ar- 


gument drawn from ſecrecy, honour, profit; plea- 


ſure} fafety, example, and the like. But with re- 


ſpect to the immediate concerns of their eternal 


ſtate, he eſpecially tempts them to pRESUMPTHON 
or DES AT K. In general, PRESUMPTION includes 
an ill grounded confidence that we are in Chriſt and 
his covehant, when we are not; that God will in 


mere fave us from hell, and receive us to heaven, 


thöügh we costinue in our fins; than; if it be ne- 


ceffary; we ſhall habe time and grace to repent of 
our fins before we die, though we neglect it for the 


preſent}; that God will make gracious allowances 
for our faults, ot account of dur circumſtances in 
the world; innt he will bear with; fupport and come = 
fort us beyobd What his promiſes import; that we 


ſtall ob ain Happy ends without uſing proper means; 


and fhall tſeape while we fuſk upon temptations to 


then It pebufiarly inclüdes au appropriation of 


goſpel promiſes under the improper characters of 


Serifeble funers, fintere, good hearted, and the like. 
Desr AR chiefly conſiſts in a fearful apprehenſion, 
W - | 8 ; 58 5 that 
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| 184 | 412 4.9 Satan's ene, 4 
that God's ee ao are not | vited to our caſe, 
aud will not be ever fulfilled upon us. 

In tempting men to preſume that they, are in Chrift : 
when they are not, Satan decks out and magnifies 
their attainments, es and behaviour. He 
repreſents the common conduct of others in an un- 
favoprable light, — ow untender, ſome precious 
_ ſaints have been in compariſon of them. He. works 
up men'spride and felf love to decide in favours of 
themſelves. ——To'perſuade men, that Ged will par- 
dun their ſin, notwithſtanding their continuance. in 
tit, he repreſents God's infinite mercy as ſeparated 
from his infinite majeſty, juſtice, holineis, and faich- 
ful chreatenings: be repreſents their ſins as but 
| ſmall,” or as neceſſarily committed in their circum- 
ſtances. To perſuade them to delay their, repen- 
tance of ſin, he diverts their mind from the conſide · 
ration of God's infinite majeſty, holineſs and juſ- 
- tice, and of the ſpirituality and exceeding breadth 
of his law and of the greatneſs, number, and ag- 
gravations of their ſins ; and of death, judgment, 
and eterdity: he ſuggeſts, that their life bids fair 
to continue long ; and that true repentance is very 
eaſy, and may be well FROM n ormed 1 in their 
$0 dying ame, 3 tr; + 
In tempting men to debate, Chg 500 firſt en- 
| tangles them in ſome borrid crime, or obtrudes 
ſome horrid ſuggeſtion into their heart, . He then 
labours to perſuade them, That they were certainly 
. peprobated in the decree of God, —that their fins 
were become nogirdodable—thar their day of grace 
and ef the ſtriving of God's Spirit js expired, —that 
their. former. experiences were alt abies deluſions, 
that now it is impoffible for them to attain to any 
thing better, that God's infinite holineſs, joſtice, 
and truth, cannot now admit of their ſalvation.— 
kat the devi, who had; for a time, gone out of 
abe, tas N b 10 N religious, is now 
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and deſperate. 


in enticing men. 70 commit Sin. | 185 
returned with ſeven other ſpirits worſe than him 
ſelf, to render their laſt eſtate altogether miſerable 


Tn' indiref tempting. of. men to fel murder; Satan” 
ſtirs' up holy men to do more in religious duties, 


than their call from God requires, or their ſtrength. 


permits ; he feduceth men to exceed in ſenſual plea- 


ſures, — to labour beyond their ability,—to eat and 
drink beyond the cràvings of their appetite, —or to 
attempt hazardous exploits without proper neceflity. 
Ila his direct temptation of men to ſelf murder, he 


makes ſome atfront, loſs, or danger ly heavy on 
their mind'; or he fills them with horror and dif= 
quiet; and o renders them weary of their life. 

and unthoũghtful of eternal things. He ſuggeſts, 


that ſuch a death hath little or no fig in it, —that! * 
may prove a ſatisfaction for their ſins, —that it will 


prevent, or put an end to their ſhame and trouble 


on earth, and perhaps introduce them quickly in- 


to eternal happineſs: Or, he ſuggeſts, that i in hell 


they cannot be much more unhappy than they are; 
and by knowing the worſt of their puniſhment, will 
be freed from the terrors of inconceivable. wrath | 


Fain IF 
* 


coming upon idem. Or, eſpecially, if the cuſtom 


of the country permit, he ee it as an bergſe-. | 


deed. 


offenſive to God, and ruinous to men,—exceeding- 


PRESUMPTION being extremely 1 and f 


ly anſwerable to their pride and ſelt· iove, - and ſo 


hard to be convinced of, or reclaimed from, Satan 
eſpecially temprt them to it. Profane perſons pre- 


ſume on tlie miſap pprebended merey or fancied im- 


potence of God, and daring him to his face, ruſn 
on in their impietics, Deut- Xxix, 19. Hypocrites 
preſume, that their outward appearances and com- | 


mon experiences will ſecure their eternal happineſs, 


Mat. vii.'21,—23. Deſperate perſons preſume, in 
pry "g e to new . denne, de · 5 
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Iſa. xxii- 12,—14-. Saints . preſume, io ſioning a, 

_ gainft much light and love, —in oppoſing their wiſ- 

dom to the word of God, or their inclinations to 

His purpoſes and providence,—in their legal reliance 
on privileges and graces received, —and in high M 
flights of rath and improper zeal, Pſal. xix. 122 
Never, in this world, are any ſecured againſt 


6 , Satan Timßtatiens 


temptation; but the peculiar ſeaſons of it are - 
When men meet with uncommon proſperity or ad- 
ver fity : When they are called to ſome very impor- 
tant and arduous work for the Lord: When they i 
Have received ſome remarkable manifeſtation of bis 
ſpecial love: When their implanted graces flumber MW - 


and lapguiſh : When ſelf confidence greatly pre- 
vails : And when death draweth near, Prov. xxx. 8. 
Tech. iti 1. Mat, iv. 1,—t1. 2 Cor. xii. 5. Song 
v. 2, 3. Mat. xxvi. 35. 69.—74- Pfalm xiii. 4. 
And io ſuch ſeaſons, eſpecially the laſt, the belt of 
men are apt to be moſt terribly tempted. [Satan 
bath a peculiar hatred at them. God takes pleaſure 
to exemplify the good effects of temptation in them. 
Satan finds much matter to work upon in them, 
Their falls exceedingly diſcredit the Lord, and his 


© Way, aod church, and harden others in fin, 1 Pet. 
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V. 8. Eph. vi. 11, 12. 


A 


Satans temptations to commit finful acts, have 


= arrived at an ESPECIAL HEIGHTH, og dangerous 
1 | „ AF. 11 a 8 
cirifſis, When they have become extremely urgent; 


and When affrightments and allurements are there: 
_ connected. He brings them to this eſpecial 
|  beighth by his long continued fixing of our imaęi 
| nation on the object of them, by entangling our 
= affections into a good liking to it, and ſo miniſtring 
dil aud fewel to gur inward luſts: by his drawing 

in others around to co-operate with him in ſeducisg 

us to the love of the ſin to which he tempts,—and 

by infolding many things not evil in themſelves, in 

the temptation, James i. 14. 1 Tim. ii. 18.—Men 

Have entered into temptation, When their ae 
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in Ani nen 10 commit Jin: ip 


ads tickled while they think, hear, or ſpeak of the 


fin to which they are tempted 3 3 when they are, with- 
out fear, ſurrounded with opportunities of com- 
mitting it; when their luſts are invigorated or in- 
flamed by the temptation; and when, under ity 
they become unwatchful and negligent of the exer- 
eile of faith, prayer, and other religious duties. 15 
la order to RETAIN thoſe in his net, whom 
hath once entangled in his enticements to fin, rol 
(1.,) Labours to cauſe them fini/b and increaſe their 
nul work. He tempts them to other formsor parts 
of it, or the ſame over and over again. He im- 
proves their commiſſion of one fin as a reaſon of 
their committing another. He repreſents looſe 
livers as happy, and ſtrict walkers with God, as not 
fo. He mi repreſents the law of God, as ib it al. 
lowed an indulgence in human frailties, and faſhion- 
able vices, —or as rigid; and ſo irritates their in- 
ward luſts, 2 Sam. Ai; xii. 1 Kings xi. 1,—7. Pſal. 


xiii. 1, — 16. and Ixxvii. 7,—9. (2.) He labours 


to /leepen their conſcience, and keep their mind quiet 
while they are ſinning. For this purpoſe, he for- 


bears all his affrighting ſuggeſtions: : he keeps them 


from the light, —from ſuch books, ſermons, cou - 
verſe, or even thoughts, as might tend to awaken 
them: he hinders their meeting with faithful Chrife 
tian reproof : he, by bis own ſuggeſtions, and by 
bis inſtruments, flatters them jn their evil ways, and 
even ſometimes. entertains them with a kind of ſpi- - 
ritual pleaſure attending them: thro” reproach and 
per fecution of the truth, he deters them from hear- 
ing or liſtening to it: he catcheth away the word 
'of truth after it hath been ſown upon them in the 
preaching of the goſpel, or choaks the growth of 
i by the impreſſion of carnal cares: he perſuades 
wen, That they are true, if not choice ſaints,—op 
at leaſt as good as their neighbours; — and that their 
* fin. ſhall never be known to the world 
* for the preſent at leaſt, they may delay? 
6 e 


18 / Satan's: Temptations» + 
ny concern about it, Rom, vii. 23. Amos vil. 12. 
Mat. xiii. 19,21 —and to make them hate and 
rebel againſt the light preſented to them, he fills 
them with prejudice againſt the inftrument which 
brings it; he ſtirs up their paſſions againſt it; and 
- repreſents it as injurious to their honour or intereſt, 
to turn back and repent, 1 Kings xxii. 8. Amos 
vii. 10 Eph. v. 13. (3+) He ſometimes feigns a de- 
'  parture from men, in order to render them ſecure, 
Dor make them proper tools for diſparaging religi- 
on by carrying on ſome piece of his work, under 2 
c.loak of pretended piety or zeal; and that he may 
after ward return to them, with redoubled advan - 
tage In his pretended departure from men, he 
ſuſpends the proſecution of his preſent defign, par- 
- ticularly, when ſome divine providencss, ordinan- , 
ces, or influences, ſhut them up to religious affec- | 
tions or behaviour, —when there is no opportunity 
of committing the ſin to which he was tempting 
them, —when the reſtraining or ſaving influences of 
God fortify their heart againſt it,—and when the 
awe of magiſtrates,” miniſters, divine- judgments, 
_ - convictions, or prevalence of goſpel light, deter or 
ſhame them from it. In his pretended departure, 
he alſo abates the violence of his temptations, and 
permits men to enjoy a quietneſs in religious exer - 
_ - © .Cifes, or even a pleaſure produced by his tickling of 
ttheir fancy or affections, ——Or be excbangeth his 
ttemptations, enticing them to one groſs, but now 
more faſhionable ſin, inſtead of another, —or to 
more refined iniquities inſtead of groſſer ones, —or 
860 ſuch ſins as their honour, ſtation, or ſtrepgth 
will now admit of, or even to religious appearan- 
ces and thipgs really good, inſtead of things really 
and groffy abominable, Gen. xxvii. 41. and xxviil. 
He labours to but uþ every avenue of retreat from 
the fin committed in the way of . gol 1 
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He daſheth every reſolution againſt it: he repre- 
ſeats God in a moſt terrifying light; he ſuggeſts the 
needleſſneſs and impoſſibility of true repentance: he 
ſtirs up friends and neighbours to hinder all refor- 


mation from it by their example, reproach, or per- 
ſecution: he violently urgeth to perſevering conti- 
nuance in it, and wounds the conſcience with fearful 


and diſpiriting accuſations for it, 2 Tim. ii. 26. 
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25 : II. Wich reſpect to RELIGIOUS DUTIES, Satan 5 


labours, by his temptations, + 


1 r 


(14) To HIN DER the performance of them 
For this purpoſe, he lays outward flops or blocks in 
the way of it, He indi/ps/eth our body by weakneſs, - 
wearineſs, or drowſfinels, and our ſoul by ignorance, ap 


fion, dulneſs, confuſion, care, or 


worldly bufineſs. He diſcourageth from it, on ac. 
count of the burden of it, our unworthineſs and un- 
fitneſs for it, former want of ſucceſs in it, and heuce 


the tendency of it to our deeper damnation. He 


ftirs up a diſlile of it, on account of the reproach 
and danger attending it, the outward meanneſs of 
it, the inſtruments employed in it, not performing 


their parts to our taſte, and the looſe carriage ot 
many who profeſs ſtrictneſs in it. He ſophiſtically 

iofinvates, That Jeſus Chriſt hath done all for us; 
—that we are freed from all obligation to duties, 
and are above the meaner ſort of them; — that we 


are not bound to ſuch degrees of ſtrictneſs as oth- 


ers that God will make merciful allowances for 


our circumſtances — that we, as well as many oth- 


ers, may have good hearts, and obtain ſalvation by 


God's grace, without performance of many duties; 


and that God hath for hidden us to be righteous over- 


much, &c. He inſtigates to leſs important duties, in 


order to make us negleR ſuch as are more important, 
Tor io prepare for futyre or public duties to the 


Ee: negledt | | 


5 Sometimes he threatens to terrify or hurt men in 
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me of preſent, private,” or ſecret ones, or to 
ſuch religious exerciſes as are not required of ns, in 
order to make us neglect ſuch as are required. — 


the performance of: d n if they at- 
tempt it. | 
(2.) He labours to VITIATE the verforaauce of 
religious duties. In our undertaking of. them, he 
prompits/to perform them in a raſnh and careleſs man · 
ner, or from carnal and wicked principles or mo- 
| tives, —or at improper times, —or in improper pla- 
ces, — or in our 6wn ſttength.—with an heart Hed. 
ing to its inward luſts,—or to improper ends, with - 
out regard to the authority, or lazmüoa to the 
direction of God, Eecl. v. 1. Ezek. xiv. 3. Jerem. 
Xliji. 2.— In the performance of them, he diſtradts 
our ſoul, leading off our eyes and ears by ſome ex 
ternal appearance or noiſe, —ſeducing our mind to 
fix upon ſome different, perhaps ſpiritual object. 
filling our heart with vaio, carnal, ſelfiſh, proud, 
blaſphemous, malicious, wanton or covetous thoug bts 
aud inclinations, or our ennſcience with ſtupidity, 5 
partiality, or the like. Or be corrupts the penſor- 
mance itſel/,—making us chiefly careful of its out- 
ward dreſs, or to mingle it with ſuperſtition, or to 
exceed in the duties of poſitive inſtitution. In the 
improvement of them. he renders us proud of our 
manner of performing them, —diſpoſed to ruſt in 
them, or rely on them for our acceptance with 
God: or, he renders us hopeleſs of ſucceſs or ac- 
ceptance on account of our manifold failings, and 
unthankful to God for the aſſiſtance he beſtowed. 
Satan thus hinders and corrupts our performance 
of religious duties, that he may deprive us of our 
| ſpiritual armour, intercept our ſpiritual pioviſion 
and aſſiſtauce, and exert his own malice againſt God 
and our foul aud becauſe fuch temptations have 
any ſome  ſuccels, and are e deſtructive in their 
| ES nature 
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(..) By a direct ſeduction of their underfianding into 
it. For this purpoſe, he begins his deceiving work 


greater diſtance from it. He clothes the error which 


ous appearances,—bold, affected, or long current 


quickeniog ſuggeſtions, He pretends the Gogular 


plain themſelves, for ſupporting it. He raiſeth a 
Norm of crafty and ſhameleſs calumny agaioſt the 


I Tim, iv. 1,—4. 1 Tim. iv. 3, 4. Matth. xxiv. 24. 


He decks the error itfelf in a gorgeous dreſs, affect - 


or fitneſs for reconciliation of differences among the, 5 
godly or learned: or he mingles it with ſome de- 


fections, by pretences of advantage in the embrace- 
went of it, or of hurt and danger in oppoſing it. 
8 | n Poor md e 
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in leading men into Errer. 491 
. nature and tendency, rendering the goſpel of our 


falvation the /avour of death unto death, 


n 
Lee. 
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III. Satan corruPTs men's mind with ERRoR, 


in a near connection with, and likeneſs to divine 
truths, and inſenſibly and gradually removes to a 


. 
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he propagates in ſcripture language, and pretends, 
that it bath ſcriptural, at leaſt rational proof. . 
decks it out with ſpecious, reaſonable, or myſteri- 


u r 
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expreſſions, —pious deſigus, apparent We 
or immediate inſpirations, or powerful, pleaſant an 


countenance of God's providence to it, and the pro- 
pagators of it, and adherents to it. He ſtirs up ſome 
that are thought remarkably holy and learned, to 
favour, if not propagate it. He improves the un- 
wary expreſſions of men famed for orthodoxy, e- 
ſpecially thoſe of former ages who cannot now ex: 
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truth and its faithful adherents, 2 Theſſ. ii g, to, a 


(2) By engaging their aſtectiont into the love of er- 
ror. For this purpoſe, he makes them fall in Jove 
with thoſe that are infected with it ; and thus inſen- 

ſibly become well affected towards it. He diſpoſeth 
the propagators of it to a peculiarly affable and en · 
gaging, or even flattering manner of behaviour. 


ed plainneſs, appearances of order, ſtrictneſs, zeal 


ligbtful manifeſtations of truth. He biafſeth the af- 


8 1 


of it; and he ſeduceth the defenders of the truth to 


| ſonie imprudent management, ungaining behaviour, 


'uſe of improper phraſes, or the like. 


It is an evidence that men are under the influence z 
of Satan's ſeductiont to error, when they make high 


pretences to ſpiritual illumination or liberty, inti- 


mate fellowſhip with God, and zeal for his cauſe, 


without eminent holineſs of practice; — when they 


gare extremely keen in impoſing their diſputable ſenti · 
ments or practices on others; or, when they in- 


_ - Culge themſelves in lies to promote their own cauſe; 
or in reproach and contempt of ſuch as differ from 
them, Jude 16. 2 Thefl. ii. 3.— 10. 2 Cor. x. 10. 


Satan is much ſet on the in ſecting of men's mind with 


error, becauſe it is very ſinful of itſelf, being a con- 
tradiction of the declarations of Jehovah ratified in 
the blood of his Son for the ſalvation of mankind : 
It is an increaſing and ſpreading evil, apt to produce 


much hatred, divifion and reproach among church- 


members. It obſtructs the exerciſe of inward grace, 
| hinders reformation, produceth many wicked prac- 
- Lices, encourageth 'onlookers in their. carnal and 
 HJooſe opinions and bebaviour ; and expoſeth men 
to the judgment of God here and bereafter, 2 Tim. 
N. 2,06, 9, 13. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4. 2 Pet. ii. 1, 2, 3. 


| Rev. ii. 16,—22- JJV 
Moreover, Satan hath many great advantages a- 
Fainſf men for infecting their mind uith error ; as he 


Judgment with ſpecious arguments, or unanſwerable 
like objections.— Their knowledge is but very im- 


 contraQed-prejudices, powerfully biaſs them towards 


_  euriofity-  Continuance in fin debaucheth their con- 


j 7 7 ? . ; 
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'  <an bewitch their imagination, and overwhelm their 


perfect. The corruption of their nature, and their 
error. They are much under the power of ſinful 
Tcience with harſh, unworthy, or atheiftical thoughts 


of God, Gal. iii. 1. 1 Cor: ii. 14. Rom. i. 1 3 11 
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particularly - belie vers, Satan (1+). Diſquiets their 
mind. And, if they be of an angry, proud, paſſia 
nate, peeviſh, melaocholy, effeminate, or exceſſide - 
ly fympathizing temper, this gives him eſpecial ad - 
vantage,—as he can work on theſe tempers by con- 
tempt, injury, dilappointments, ſore ajflictiona. 
perſonal or relative proſperity of the wicked, aud 
the like, Job xix. 15. and xxi. 7. and XXX; 26. _ 
XX. 7 Pſal. Axx vi. Theſe things, by the permiſſian 


of God, are often much in the pawer of Satan. He 


can improve ſuch things, when he finds them ready 
to his hand, for his own: wicked purpoſes: He can 
employ others to form occaſions of diſquiet for us, 
or to.-vitiate our tempers. He can revive. our re- 
membrance of former cauſes of diſquiet. He can 
repreſent theſe things as much worſe than they really | 
are; and thus excite our paſſions, aud render them 
more violent. He can ſhot up our mind to think _ 
on that which tends moſt to diſquietit,—Moreoven, 
theſe rempers having much finful corruption in them. 
it is eaſily kindled iuto a flame, when it meets with 
a proper occation or excitement, Job i, iii. James 
iv. 1. Jer. xx. 718. and xv. 18. Plalm IxXxiii. , 
—16. and Ixxvii. 7, —9 and xxxiz. 3 —Þy craftily 
improvivg theſe tempers, and their correſpondent 
occafions and excitements, Satan difcompoſechoue 
minds,—as they binder the conveyance of divine 
comfort, and render us unable and vowilling to 
receive them. Being evilin themſelves; theſe tems 


pers, agitated by Satan, hinder our OY: 4 
t manner, weg- | 


of religious duties, at leaſt ina vi 
ken and confound our ſoul, and render it an eaſy. 
prey for Satan, —provoke God to leave us in his 


hand, aud lead our mind to harſh thoughts of bim- 1 
and of ourſelves, and of our lot, as ib no afflictios 


had ever been like ours, —as if we had no reaſon to 
epic deliverance, or, as Ut we were ptobably xe 
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194 Of Satay's Temptationt; 
probates, or had committed the unpardonable blaſ. 
_ -phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Job &. 1, 16, 17, 
Pfal. xxxviil. 4, 5. and 1xxiii. 1,—16, and lxxvii 
1,9, and xvili. 1, — 18. Heb. vi. 4, 5. and x 

C)VCCCC ͤ ES I 

( .̃ x.) He af rights their conſcience. For this pur. 
poſe, be violently ſuggeſts, and, as it were, forceth 
into their mind atheiſtical and blafphemous thought, 
28, That there is no God ; or, that he is unfaith. 
Ful, unholy, unjuſt, cruel, ſeeking their hurt, and 
deligheing in their miſery : that all the revelations 
contained in the Bible are but an impoſture : that 
_ goſpel ordinances areabſurd'or unworthy obſervan- 
cee: that it were beft.to curſe God and die; or the 


1 
2 


_ | by, be attacks men, when they are ftretchiog their 
_ underſtanding in the contemplation of fundamental 
truths, or when they are in great trouble, and re- 
preſents unto them, how providence afflifts the vir- 

© -, tuous, and proſpers the wicked ; how the ſcriptures 
em to contradict common ſenſe, or one another; 
dDRto the promiſes of the Bible, after they have becn 
a believed and pled, ly unfulfilled, —to themſelves and 
© Others 3, and how unſuitable to the ſpirituality, inf 
' nite majeſty and wiſdom of God, the inſtituted or- 
dinances of Revelation are. He violently ſoggeſly, 
_ that they themſelves are reprobated by the predeſ. 

_  tinipg purpoſe of God, or have ſinned the nopar 
_donable' fin, or have ontfinned their day of grace: 
To perſuade them of this, he, in the worſt light, re. 

| _ preſents. unto: them, how long their hardneſs of 
'  - Heart hath continned and increaſed under the means 
e grace; how hidden the goſpel is to chem; aud 
bow wilfully they have fioned agaioft great light and 
Joe, convictions and refolutions :—and bears in 
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upon their mind, ſuch terrible © ſcriptures, as he 
_ _ ». thinks beſt calculated to render them deſperate, «s 


Cor. iii. 14. and iv. 3, 4. Heb. vi. 4, 5. and». 


6.—31. Mat. xi. 31, 32, 43.45. 2 Pet. ii. 18, 
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like.—To make thefe ſuggeſtions fix the more deep- 
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them with horrible temptations to commit ſins which 


they have ſolemnly repented of ſome grievous ſia; 


in their mind, whether they be united to Chriſt, 


kigheſt attai nments of mere — and repro- 


Aalen mans ſpirit 15 
222.—e fixeth their thoughts on their great guilt, 
and on the infernal puniſhments which they "may 
expect, and 'ſometimes he affrights' them with 
dreams of their final condemnation by God, config- 
nation/into the hand of devils, entry into hell, or 
the like, —and even when they are awake, he im- 
preſſeth on their fancy the moſt terrible imaginati - 
ons; as if devils were juſt going. to appear, were 
ready to tear them in pieces; or, as if the earth were 
rending to ſwallow them, and hell opening to re- 
ceive them. For the ſame purpoſe alſo, he aſſaults 


they peculiarly abhor,—or fins moſt unnatural; aas 
denying or curſing of God, worſhipping of devils, 
or devoting themſelves to them, ſelf murder, unina- 
tural uncleanneſs, or the like: and after he hath, 
as he had opportunity, violently urged them to 
theſe things, he chargeth them with full or partial 
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| (3:) He faddens the heart of believers, particularly 
when they are in the pangs of their new birth; when 


—— — 


when they are under ſome deep melancholy or hea- 
vy afllition ;—when he, hath caſt his horrid and 
blaſphemous ſuggeſtions. into their mind; or when 
they are dying. For this purpoſe, he raiſeth doubts 


or in the way of their duty or makes their 'own 
conſcience repreſent their ſpiritual ſtate or condition 
much: worſe than it really is. For this end, he re- 
preſents their fins in the moſt terrible light, as inft- 
nitely numerous and heinous, committed againſt 

great light and love, mercies and judgments, con- 
victions, warnings, and ſolemn yows. He eſpecial- 
ly holds up to their view ſuch of their fins as are 
moſt unlike the ſpots of God's children; and along 
there with repreſents ſuch ſcriptures as exhibit the 
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bates, 1 Johm iii. 9. Rev. xxl. 8. John iv. 18. 4 
Pet. ii. 19,—22, Ma: iii. 2. Heb. vi; 4, 5. Matth. 
xiii, 20,22, He obtrudes upon their mind the 
5 vulgar errors of exerciſed fouls, as, That converſion 
is alway attended with much inward terror ;—that 
all true believers know WHEN and How they were 
converted that converſion is alway followed with 
remarkable gifts or freedom in prayer, and with 
much ſpiritual comfort z— that growth in grace is 
_ atwiy diſcernible'; and the like. He e nts the 
; jalkiee; holineſs and greatneſs of God, as forbidding 
their familiar approaches ts him in prayer, or truſt- 
ing in him; and his providences, proſperous or 
adverſe, as work ing for their hurt. He repreſents 
Goch hidings and reproofs, and the prevalence of 
ſigful luſts and temptations, as evidences that he 
hath no pleaſure in them. Wbile he weakens and 
overclobds that grace which they have, he repreſents 
_ the diſerimivating marks of real grace too high, 
_ He puſheth them to ſelf examination, when their 
_ ſont is moſt difordered, and their grace leaſt diſcern 
üble, —and, by filling them with ſullen fears, draws 
ibem to ſuſpeR; and then believe their tate to be 
bad, and that * never will or can he made better, 
Pal. xxxi. 22, and/Ixxii. 1.16. and kaxvite 5,9. 
(A.) He, in very different forms and degrees,” 

5 üg men's ſpirits by his temptations. While 
| God hides himſelf from them; or frowns upon them, 
aud ontward troubles, infernal iajections and foli- 
Citations, inward 'confofion,” melancholie deſpon · 
dency and terror, prevail, Pſal. lxxiii ; xx; and 
Ixxx vii, and Xlii. 2, ), 8, 10, 11. and Ali, 25 5. and 
Ain. 1,4. He violentiy forceth-i in upon their 
5 7 fuch' terrible ſeriptutes as 6 Cor, Ai. 29729 · Iſo. 
Vi. 9, 10. and lviti, 24 Matrh, $1.41. 32, 43,=45 

s 2000 Mii. 20,22, 2 Cor. ii. 1. and bv. 3, 4. Pbil. 
"205 18, 19. Heb. vi. 4, 7 and 11 26,31, . ud 
TY 1 Sm: ANN 1 25 1x. Eee. xxiv, 4; = 
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artfully repreſents their ſins, eſpeclally thoſe that 


ſeem beſt fitted to mark them given up by God to 


their owa luſts, in the moſt dreadful light. He re- 
preſents God as moſt terrible and ill affected towards 


them. By his vile ſuggeſtions, violent harraſſments, 


or unſeaſonable and irregular urgeney to religious 
duties, he fills them with terror, confuſion or ſtu- 
pidity. He diſcourageth them from the Lord's 
ſupper, or hurries them forward to it, in an impro- 
per manner. And, do what they will, he accuſeth 
them of fearful wickedueſs.— By awakening their 
ia word fears, he diſpoſeth them to a feadineſs to en · 
tertain bis moſt vile and diſcouraging ſuggeſtions ; 
and ſhuts their hearts, eyes and gars againſt every 
thing comfortable and encouraging. He even in · 
ſpires them with an infernal {Fill in raiſing ſuch 
ſhre wd objections agaiuſt their own comfort, as God 
alone can anſwer, Job vi; x. Plal, Azz 5, Ixxvii 5 
Uri Ezek. xXXXVii. LE. Tk. 1 54 

As | Satan>elpecially wounds men 's irie, whe 
they: have been guilty of ſome conſcience-waſting 
| ſins, as murder, adultery, perjoury, preſumptuous 


denial of divine truths; or when they have lain = | 


under outward- trouble, Pfal..li. Job xxz. 31. an 


i, —iii ; vi; Xx; Xix. his attempts often i ue in the 
© moſt deplorable EFFECTS. For a time, the wounded 


- conceal their caſe, that they may hide the abomina- 


ble orimes which, eſpecially torment them; or be- 
cauſe they think it would de hypocritical for them 
a pre tend to ſpiritual exerciſes, or it wouſd, at laſt, 


expoſe them, or religion, to the ſcorn of thoſe a- 


round them. When, they break over theſe bars, 
- they are apt to become imprudent and ugſeaſonable 
in their reprefenta ion of their cafe to others. Their 
frequently repeated condemnation,, of themſelves 
confirms their perfuaſion, that they are Unregenes 
rate, and will, probably, if not certainly, be damn= 
ed for ever. — Under inexpreſlible apprehenſions of; 


| thein ruined condition, 5 are apt to vent their in- 
1 ward 


— 
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198 of Satan's i Temjeatins 
ward END in doleful outeries, -or io Lilies that” 
; they had never been born, or had been formed 
toads, lerpents, or the like ; or had been cut off 
by death, when they had leſs guilt.— Their health 
fails; their beauty fades, and terror marks their 
cpbuntenance. They become careleſs about their 
bodies, employments, and families. - They look on 
their food, raiment, and other temporal enjoyments, 
aud even the ordinances of God, as curſed to them 3. 
and hence are:afraid to uſe them and abſtain from 


5 » them. If God's $ mercy ioterpoſe not, they are apt 


to blaſpheme and curſe him, and to endeavour vio- 
lence againſt their own life, Job xx. 14. and xvi. 6. 


© Pfal laxxviii 8, 15, and xxx. 3. and xXxxix. 11. 


988 a; That he is full of the moſi inveterate malice a: 


and vi. 6. and Tux. + o_ 3b fi. 1 , "y 12. and yi. 
6. and Vit: 15. 0 
- Satan's REASONS foe 705 diſrefiog, 5 F409 


gainſt God and them. Their conſcience, While weak, 


ignorant, and loaded and affcighted with guilt, can- 


not cafily determine concerniog theſe difficult points 
Which relate to their ſpiritual ſtate or condition. 
5 God, tor holy and wiſe ends, gives up men, for a 
| time, into his hand. By depriving the ſaints of their 
ſpiritual comfort, which mark the love of God to 
ho and is their ſtrength and ornament,—he can- 
founds and diſtracts their foul, and renders them 
Vvnfit for religious duties, and diſcourageth them 
from them. —as if difficult, impufſfible, unprofitable, 
or even ſinful for. them. He renders. this their 


trouble a ſtumbliog block to others, and an enforce- 
ment of his: temptation of themſelves, to heartleſs 


complaining and murmuring,—unthankfulneſs for 
mercies received or promiſed, — miſinterpreting and 
quarreling with 'God's providences,—finful wiſhes 


a gainſt chemſelves,—Jeſpair of relief,—or attempt - 


ing to have it by licentiouſneſs, ſelf. murder, or the 
like. He alſo hereby abuſeth the ſcriptures, by ap- 


5 plyiog — to men 8 fouls from ances and hatred, 
| DES in 


— 


from Chriſt and the way of holineſs. 


In all the temptations of Satan, God hath an 1 | 8 


| ly hand in peripicting them, affording opportunities 


for them. —limiting them in matter, degree and du- 


ration, and in overruling them for the glory of his 


viſdom, power and grace; and for the trial and e- Fs 


dification and honour, of bie people, —and for the 
infamy and further miſery of Satan himſelf, and his 


obſtinate followers, Jobiz . Cor. X- 13. 2 Cor. 


XII. 7.9. 1 Kings xxii, 22, 23. 2 Sam. xxiv. 1. 


: Jobn xiii. 5 31, 32. and Xii. 31, 32-—The tempted | 


perſons have ordinarily a ſinful hand in the tempta- 
tion, by their provoking God to truſt them with it 3 
by their ruſhing on the occaſions or. appearances 


of fin ; by their going to the nttermoſt bounds of 
Chriſtian liberty ;—by their indulgiog of themſelves 


in unneceflary familiarity with the wick or, by 
their neglect of the proper means of avoiding, refiſt» 


ing, or overcoming temptations, Gen. ii. 7.1 Cor. | 
vil. 5. 2 Sam. X13 2 Ni. 1 e xi. „ XXVI. 10 5 
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V. Lor 66 Bondi lad reputation in {tha world * 
eas of ſhame, ignominy, external loſs or damage 3 


averfion to wound our conſcience, or expoſe our - 


ſelves to eternal damnation; oppoſition of them with 
merely rational arguments, or even ſcriptural ones, 


without 4 preſent exerciſe of faith on theſe ſcrip- 


tures, and the like, are, in no reſpect, ſufficient anti- 


dotes or remedies againſt Satan's . gonp th The 
inconceivable power of our indwelling-laſts c 
| -fily tempt us to fins, that will not expoſe us to ſhame 


in this world, or diſquiet our natural conſcience. 
And, he is too able, ſubtle, and obſtinate for . 


man to ee with, in "the ay: of rational ai 
Fan VVVVVVVV . NES 


— Remedies of them. © 299 
in an improper time, manner; and ſenſe, and in or- 
der to ſhut men up in themſelves, and binder them | 
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Butithe proper REMEDIES or MEANS: OF-RE- 


teouſne/s and implanted grace, —the helmet of the 


hope of ſalvatio,—the girdle of truth. —the /boes of 


tb preparation. off the goſpel of peace, —the fword of 


abe Spirit, which is the word of God. —the ſbield 
of faith, which quencheth all the fiery darts of the 


| devil;-—and the artillery of all prayer and of faſtmg, 


Eph. vi. 1118. 1 Thelf; v. 8. Matth. xvii. 21. 
I.] In a proper improvement of Chriſt's power and 


grace, and of his ſpiritual armour, to watch care- 


1 fully againſt all temptations, I Pet. v. 8. Mark xiii. 


1 EE 35 37. and xiv. 38. (4.) Earneſtiy to reſiſt 
. em till they be overcome, 1 Pet. iii. 9. Jam. iv. 7. 
ky To de frong in the Lord, implies our having 
5 vor union with Jetus Chriſt fixed and eſtabliſhed by 
faith z and, as in bim, to depend by faith on his 
ſon, offices, and relations, and promiſes, as our 
lecurity againſt the prevalence of our ſpiritual ene- 
E 5 the ſource of our ſtrength to oppoſe them; 


and by faith to draw all our principal motives and 


encouragements to refiſtancep/and all our hopes of 
I Ws over them, from what he is in bimſelf, and 
td us; and from what he bath done for us, and 
hath prqmiſed tous, Eph. vi. 10.2 Tim. Ii. 1 Zech. 
IA. -x1v. 24. 

Dur putting on 915 Chriſt's n Aebi 
ou dels, and improviog it for a BREAST- PLATE, is 


of great ule to refilt and overcome temptations. It 


removes off our perfons and conſciehce the curſe of 
_ the, broken. law, 


lt ſecures God's s almighty exerciſe 


5 1 his perfectious in our favours, in oppoſition 


Jatan. It produceth the cleareft diſco · 


veries of the evil of fin, and of the beauty, excellen- 


ey, uſefulneſs uy cafigels of Holineſs ; aud thug 


. 


* 


: . his temptations are, in general; (1.) To 
| e Lord and the power of bis might, Eph. 
if Ko. 2 Tim. ii 1. (2.) To put en the whole ur- 
mur of God, the breaſt 1 of Christ's imputed righ- 


Bich. is the firength of fm, and de- 


1 enable, 5 


— 


| 201. 


enables. our, conſcience to di oo” 


grace, fortifies agaioſt temptatiop, as God canvot 
give it up into Satan's hands, and it cannot be re- 


Our haviog the GIRDLE of God's truth in law 
and goſpel, cloſely applied to our heart, and pro, 
duCtive of real grace and candid fincerity in it, is of 
ule to deter and diſpirit Satan, and to fortify dur 
ſoul againſt every fioful compliance, Rev. Xii. 12. 
Out having on the HELMET of ſalvation, or the 
| hope of it, is of gieat. uſe, as it reſtraing diſpiritiog, 
dyeing fears and faintings under trouble, encou* | 
rageth us, by delighiful.and well-grounded affuran- - 
es of afſiltagc? againſt, victory oder every temp: 
tion, and an inexpreſſible glorious reward ot ove 
faithful and valiant oppoſition, 2 Cor. iv. 16,—18. 
and i, 10, To bave our get ſbod with the prepara-. 
| tion of the goſpel sf peace, by a well grounded know- 
ledge and heart engaging experience of the doctrines 
F promiſes of 9 01 pel, is no leſs neceſſarꝶ and 
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ule ful; as theſe encourage us to hope for God's 
protection and affiſtance z they are means of 'con=  _ 
deyipg light, life, power, liberty add comfort. 
into, our ſpu}, tor upholding, ſtrengthening, ex- d 
hilerating, and animating us to oppoſe temptati. 
on z they m 
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on ;—they moſt clearly and powerfully manifeſt "+ 

_ the ſtrongeſt. reafons againſt our compliance. with. - 
 terpprations;—and they fill dur ſoul. with det⸗ 

ter thipgs than any which Satan can promiſe ; and 
from the tuipeſs of Chriſt,” mightily increale and in-. 

 vigorare dur faith, love aod'zeal, in oppoſition" o 
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. aided if God is given f for hat 88 
fos Chriſt, by meaps of it, reſiſted and ove came 

Arongeſt temptations 3 as it plainly repre 
what is fio, and the dreadful nature of it, and of 
' Eotfipliance with ie,—aod the vanity. of all that pro- 
Bb! pleaſure or honour, by which Satan can tempt 
0 it diſpirits Satan, and. is the means of bring. 
ie. Ebriſt and his Father and Spirit to our aflif. 
4 » and of conveying bis all encouraging love, 


TH. quickening and - ſtrengthening grace into our 
parts it is — uſcful in our reſiſtance of 


"1 kemptations.— But. in uſing this swoRD the 


Spirit, we muſt not imagine, that the leaves on 
Which it is written, or the ſound, or even merely 


: - xational ſenſe of its words, ean, in the leaſt, reſiſt 


AF. 


br Overcome \Satanical influence. But, as divioely 


- * 
W 


0 "we are 
— OY ſa, let us repel it with Rom. i. 19, 20. Exod. iii. 14. 


uaded by its own manifeſted light and power, 
thititis indeed the word of God,—as delighting in 


TO 18 perfect holineſs and ſanctifying virtue, - and de- 


ing on God as in Chriſt, to make his grace ſuf- 


L Eetegt for us, and to ariſe for our help, according 


to che tenor of it, we muſt have it dwelling richly 


; 4 2 in us, —that by faith 1 in it, we may, on every occa- 
| "Gov, readily and carneftly oppoſe God's doctrinal 
|  Veefarations, laws, promiſes, or chreatenings, or all 


gether, to the particular temptation, with which 
eNaaited. : Thus, if we be tempted to Athe⸗ 


H xx. 2. Plalm 1. 7. Iſa. xlii. 8. If we are temp 


: e 46 videliek, Jet us repel i it with 1 John Mi, 23- 2 
8 ** 20 John lil, 16, 18, 36. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
Rom Xv. 12. Phil i. 29. If we are tempted to a 


legal dependence on our own righteouſneſs before 


5 . God, Jer us repel it with Rom. in. 10 0 and ix. 


38,32. and X. 3. Ila Ixiv. 6. Phil. iii. 9. Rom v. 
21. 2 Cor. v. 21,” Wii AV 24, 25. and xlvi, 12, 13. 
f we are tempted , pre af ipnorance of ſpiritual 
truth, let us repel vith Prob iv. 5 7 and ix, 2. 


1 chron. xxvill. * 1 _ 3 Hai. 9. and 
ig. 


xx. 13. If tempted to neglect relative duties to pas | 


rents, children, Kc. let us repel it with Exod. . 1 

12. Matth. vii. 12. and xxii. 39. Eph. iv;—vi. Col. = | 
in; iv. 1 Pet. ii; iii. Tit. ii; iii. Rom. Xii. {44 f 
It tempted to pride, let us repel i it with Plal. CXXXV) 1 9 
6. 1 Pet. v. 5: James iv. 6. Hab. ii. 4. Ila. il, 11, 18. 4 5 
Prov. xxx. 13, and vi. 16, 17, If we are teraſte 15 
to paſſionate anger, let us repel it with Mat. iy, 29. 1 
and v. 22,—24. Eph. iv. 26, 31, 32 Col. iii. 12, 13. 1 
John i iv. 4, 9. If tempted to revenge injuries, o od 
us or others, ler us repel it with Rom. xi1..19,—-24. 


ii, 13. IF tempted to drunkenneſs, let us repel it 
with Luke XXI. 34+ 1 Cor. vi. 97 10. It tempteq o 


> Pſalm Ixxi. 8. and xxxix. 1. Eph. v. 4. Matth., xi. 
36, 37. It tempted to uncleanneſs, let us repel it 
with Exod, XX. 14, Matth. v. 28. Gal. v. 19 1 


4. Rev, xxi 8, and xxii. 15, Prov, ii. 16 ig. and he 
v. 3,11. and vii. 10,27. and vi. 24 —35. and 


9. If tempted to intimacy with fooliſh and wicked EOS: 
. perſons, let ps repel it with Prov, ix. G. and xi. 
20. Plalm vi. * 2 we. v. . If tempted to 

R SN N 3 


2 12 N * ** 8 f 
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Mix. 18, 24. If we be tempted to by; oer OY.» 5 
us repel it with Jer. xvii. 10. 2 Tim. fil. 5. 1 ary 
iv. 5- If we be tempted to ſuperſtition, let us 9 89 
it with Iſa, IX vi. 3. Col. ii Ho 16,.—23. Deut, Fool 
Iſa. i. 12. If ve be tempted to the neglect of God's 
inſtituted pong he let us repel it with. Prov, viih 5 5 
Deut. v. 32. and vi.5 ,—7, If tempted tg 55 
4 ane neee let us e i . © 2 
Deut. xxviii. 58, 59. Jer. iv. 2. Zech. v. 2 
v. 54.37. James v. 12. If tempted to ne gs 
ſanctification of the Sabbath, let us rept it 1 
Exod, xx. 8,—11: Iſa. viii 13. and lvi. 4.0, New # = 
Kiji. 1 $119) Jer. xvii. 21,27. Ezek. xxii, 26. l 4 1 „ 


Matth. v. 44. It tempted to murder ourſelxes * 
others, Jet us repel it with Exod. xx. 13 1 


JEL 
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fooliſh and immoderate talking, let us repel it with 


1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Eph v. 3, 5. Col. iii. 5. Heb. xii» 


ix. 13,18. and xxii. 14. and xXili. 27. Gen- XkxIx. 


©, . EY rebella, Ie 


oy 1 Zech. v. 4. Mat, vii. 12. Rom. Xili, 8. Epb, iv. 28. 
Chefs: iv. 6. If tempted to lying, let us repel it 

len Epb, iv. 25. Col, ini, 9. Rev, XX. 8, 27. and 

| Af. 15. Pfalm v. 4, 5. 16 tempted to reviſe aod 
ba | backbite our neighbour, let us repel it with Exod, 
XN. 16, Lev, xix. 16, 19, Tits iii, 2. James iv, 11. 
-Tf. rempted to diſcoiitettineat, envy, 'Or- covetoul- 
_ let us repel it with Exod. xx. 17. Deut. xii, 
28, 32, Heb, xiii, 5. Plalm X3Xvi*, 1 8. Ib v. 2. 

Gal. v. 26, James fil. 14. If tempted to Preſump- 

E " tid: Jet us repel It with Deut. vi. 16. Pialm xv. 9. 
1 If tempted to deſpair, let us fepel it with Iſa. 
1. 48, and xliii, 24, 25, and; Alvi. 12, 13, and l. 7. 
"and loi, 177 18. sek. xx. 11. Heb. 2 6 I 


$2 oe 


8 pes of ſcerecy; let us repel. it. wich fer. xKitf, * 
Eee), Xii, 14. 1 Cor. iv, 1 If we be tempred by 
erpectation « of carnal plea ſure, profit or honour, let 


au or & bh, let us repel i It with Pro. xx. 


ls repel it with Matth. xIvi, 26, Jam, v. 1 1 Rev. 


Xviii. 7, 8. Rom: vi. 2 T. and ii, 8, 9. 
4 Falch, as a hielt, is ot great ule, us * it we be - 


fieve apd i improve the whole word of God in oppo- 


 Htion to Satan's temptations; — we embrace and im · 


7 prove the promiſes of the goſpel by which we take 
old of, and improve 'Chrilt's. perſon, offices, rela» 
. and fulneſs, and al. the perſons and pers 
Lections of God in him, for. deſtroying the works 

f ibe devil; and by whi 3 


his Spirit and ſtrengthen- | 


ing and fanRtifyipg influences arc conveyed into our 
foul, and we ale directed, animated and Tectred of 


ficcels i in our reſiſtance of temptaſi 
3 John ii. 8. Rev. xii 124. 2/Cor.. 


11. 9 —. ec 


ions, Eph. vi. 26. 
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vſeful in our refiſtance of · temptations; as thereby 


infinite wiſdom, and unbounded love, to limit and 
overrule his temptations, and to enable us to reſift 


and overcome them, Eph. vi, 18 19. 1 Cor. xii 
. Mar. xxvi. 41 and vil. 21. James v. 15% 26. 
6 ) In putting on, and improving this whole avs 


in! of God, we muſt carefully watch againſt temp. 
tation, —obſerving every ſnare which leads towards 


ay kind of fin, whether it ly in our natural tem- 


ers,” acquired habits, or outward or inward eir- 
mſtances, and earneſtly avoid it ;—obſerving the 


iy ſmalleſt and earlieſt motions ot every particular 


indwelling luſt, and avoiding every occaſion; em- 


ployment, or compaby which can lead to a gratiſi - 


cation of them ;—ſtudying to have our ſouls alway 


impreſſed with a deep fixed awe of God's authority, 
majeſty, omnipreſence, power, holineſs and juſtice, 
fenſe of his love, and reliſh of ſpiritual: privileges 


as a mean of fortifying them againſt temptations; 
Saad meeting every temptation with any early aud 
accurate diſcernment of its nature, a deep and diſ- 


tinct ſenſe of its tendency; and a vigorous cleaving 


by faith to the perſon, righteouſneſs, Spirit, and 
- word: of Chriſt, aud a fixed refolutionito love him 
and live to him, Matth. Xvi. Ne Flalm wi 1236 


Gen. XXX x. 9. „ 
.) Being thus irony in the Bord, and ofingikld Y 


wht armour in the moſt active and watchful mans 
. Berg we moſt give every temptation, an immediate 
and reſolute »ppeferi tion ,—reliſting the very firſt moti- 


ons of it, and conſtantly ' and vigorouſly carrying 


on gur reſiſtance, till it be conquered, For ſi- 
lence or inactivity, at the fir ſt, is a degtee of com- 


pliance, and encourageth Satan to carry on his at- 
tempts. And temptations being extremely infectiĩ · 


ous and captivating, they cntanple our affeekions, 
and become ſtronger and ſtronger, if our reſiſtance 


de „pF W "with. "gre courage 
and 


— 


we diſpirit Satan, —employ God's almighty power, 
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7 206 1 Satan's ODEON 
and gend e for thus hath God comma · 
ded, Eph. vi. 10, 11, 12. 1 Pet. ii. 9. Heb. iv. 15. 


and ii. 18. 1 Cor. x. 13. We cannot avoid Satan 
by flight, 1 Pet. v. g. Job i. 7. and ii. 2. Our cow. 


ardice renders him more bold and vigorous in his 


tempting work, John iv. 7. 1 Pet. v. 9. Under 
a a deep ſenſe, holy fear, and deteſtation of - fin and 


cure to avoid it and in a thorough diſtruſting of 


all our own wiſdom, and ſtrength, we, depending 


on Chriſt alone for aſſiſtance and victory. muſt 
perſevere in friving againſt every temptation, pour - 


ing an holy contempt upon every motive, or bait 


5 propoled by Satan, and earneſtly endeavouring to 


abound in the contrary duties, Gal. vi. g. Eph. vi. 


10,—18. ——Nothiog: leſs than the utmoſt oppoſi - 
tion to the fin to which we are tempted, van occaſi- 


on a gracious quiet of mind. Hedce belie vers bit · 


| ; terly mourn over their miſcarrhages, wreſtle againſt 


fin under moſt fearful diſconragements, have their 
conſcience troubled with the very ſmalleſt ſius; and 
they labour to catch 9 5 ene ien them, 


Rom. vii. 14.—24 55 . 
When that, to which we are tewpred, 1 5% t- 


8 with reſpect to its morality ;— hen men are 


atan's inſtruments in tempting. us or Wien our 
inward corruptions have perceptibly taken part with 


| ; a temptation, it may be neceſſary to diſpute with it. 


Bot our arguments ought- to be ſcriptural,” and to 

be urged in the cxerciſe of faith on the word of 
God. But if we he tempted to uncleanneſs; 
to blaſphemous thoughts ;—or to neglect of known 


Es duty: or to doubt of the ny of Our grace — 


or, if the tempration be of a difmaying nature, —or 


de applied to our. ſoul while it is diſpirited with in⸗ 


ward trouble, - we ought carefully to avoid all diſ- 


uting with Satan ,—as that might entangle our af. 


fections in a likiog to the fin tempted to —and would. 
bonour Satan, as if his purpoles deſerved our con- 
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his work; and at laſt would readily iſſue in our 
falling before ſuch an artful and impudent diſpu- 
tant. But we muſt give temptation an immediate and 

flat denial warranted by the word of God, and deep 
marked with our deteſtation of the fin, Matth. iv. 
3.10. Gen. xxXix. 9. Gal, i. 16. Pſalm” xlij. 1 7. 
James iv. 9. 1 Fet. v. 8, 9. Eph. vi. 12. 2 Tim. 
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of Caſuiſtical Hints relative'to Id DwWELLIxG STN, 
in iti diverſified Lus rs and MOTIONS, and the 
 ManIFESTATION' thereof... 
5 HE very ATURE of men's indwelling cor- 
L. option lies in fixed, permanent enmity a- 
gainſt God, and contrariety to his law, conſtantly | 
productive of actual rebellion againſt him. By it, 
every power of our ſoul is filled with anſwerable, 
conſtant incapacity for, irreconcileable averſion 
from, and malignant barred of, and deſperate op« 
bears any moral conformity to him.. Phis dread- 
ful quality or diſpoſition of our nature, in its fallen 
ſtate, manifeſſ z itſelf, in our lothneſs to receive any 
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exereiſes of religion, to which we haye no carnal 
egconragement, as; ſelf examination, ſpiritual 'me- 
ditation, or the like in our heart's. ſuddenly (tart- 
ing afide from, or wearying of them: — in our con · 
ſtaat inclination an W e fiofol thoughts, 
vords and deeds, and readineſs to be ſurprized into 


— : . TW. | 
b ö / 
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Te 0 Intyoling Sing. 8 I0R 
vain and wicked iR Inatiot ds and defires ; ;—and ir in 
aun aſlectians being ſo eaſily entangled in in en, and 
ueging us to commit or contique in tt. An unte. 
generate men, it makes them ruſh forward in finful 

courſes; with fearful rage and milineſs, notwith⸗ 

ſtanding rational convictions of their evil and dan - 
geren notwithſtanding manifold ſtriviags of God 3 

Spirit and provideoce to preventthein Ia believers, 
it rebels againſt the general rpoſe and biaſs of their 
iümplanted habits of grace and every particular du- 
ty.of religion. and by prevailing Aainſt their gra- 

cCiaus ziaclinations, reſolutions, and en it 

leads them captive to its n intereſts. 
5 This indwelling enmity of men's heart againſt 
IEG God-. i is called a lau of ir, becaufe deriving' a power 
| - and authority over them; from the curſe of the bro · 
. ken. co tio orks on the one hand, and from 
| = pn choice-of i it, en to 
it, on the other, —it bindꝭ them over to commit fin- 
ful thoughts, words and actions; and iuforceth 

|. their. ſo doigg, byea ſanction of icarnal pleaſures, 
{ ©, profits, and honqurs annexed to compliance; 7 and, 
We of app rent. trouble and diſhonour annexed to hon- 
compliance. This law of fio, dwelling in men's 

| heart, and never abſent from them, mingles and 

| manifeſts, itſelf in every thought, word, aud deed,” 

5 n eaſieſt manner, and determines them 


x to. follo w.its dictates, with conſtancy aud pleafure, | 
ig Jo far as eng ef them is not regenerated by the 
195 9097 God. - renders their heart unſcarchabiy 
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| God: Alone can fully obferve and compre- 
_ hor 17 5 e ä 1 Fe 
_ Ing forth, ang protecting actual ſig, ——deceHful-g- 
_— all things, abeunding eee de- 
vices unnumbered; and even contrary like motions, 
__, xanda/peratily wicked; never ſatisfied with'its de- 
WT: Brees. 0 ( linful. inclinations, or number and agpra-. 
1 ow Vf Fn e n from actual 
WEE | Eons tang at 
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1 Wan DF $, merces or judg · 
: mean, Rom. . 2, 75 . and vii. 23, 24, 25. Jer. 
* vii. g, 205 80 3 ö Pe) ard} 1 1 n #54405 for 18 
7 The et i pertias of e ee Go, are, 


i. deceigfutrefs, ant 3 e Nee 
= {| DECETTFULNESS in alway 4ntereſting men 's elf in 


\ all its projects, that it may che more eaſily ſucceed; | 


Gs in intermittiug its ſenſible influence, or alterin 
8 the form of it, that they may think themſelves = 
der the power: Dingo Roo aſſuming an 


appe: 
| fuading men chat it is real grace; in . 
free favour of God manifeſted in the goſpęl to pet᷑- 


nal happineſs may b. eafily-obtaived,——rthat anHhabi- - 
is not neceſſary to, or in, falvation,—or: that their 
failings are leſs eriminal than thoſe of ſome 9 —4 
guiſned Gans in diverting our mind from pri 
attachment to ſpiritual things, by puſhing us to "i 
ther things - which: are lawful; or even reſigio in 
themſele 3 —1 diverting us from preſent 45 uty, aud 
even from habitual contemplation and improvement 
of God perf ions and work 'of redemption 1 


of faith, pou et to divert from all concern Abet 
true faith; or ſo much as a ſuſpicion that theywine | 
it;—in'repreſenting that 'importaot'and fo rung 

exerciſe 5 prayer, as mean, tireſome, *intefferi 
with other necefſary' dutles, or the ere Sano 
of which my be bafanced with: itſelf, or ſome other 
religious/exerciſes;= and S dwerting' us f. 


ron zt, 
on ter us careleſt and-lifeleſsin-it in im- | 


ing every opportuniry ot exerting its influence, - 

io 44g: id DireGive it in the mannet'aad' form in which 

it is moſt likely to ſucceed;—in prompting us to 
reſb in mere generals, as, That we - bave true ns, 
and Fenely” aim-at the glory of Cod,” though we do 


not endes ur ie exerciſe faith, and | al at the 
* 75 2 


6 


e graces of God's Spirit. andi per- 


ſuade men, That pardon, regeneration, aud ster. 
wal bent of their heart towards Chriſt aud holineſs 


leading man to a preſumptudus and natural exerciſe 
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| n love, wiſdom; power, 
th uineis, man ifeſted in the work of redemption, 
Dor in View ing the nature aud puniſhment of p fin, 


2 N a and how the Holy Ghoſt is grie ved by our indul. 
gence of it; —in rendering our mind inadvertant to 


Apiritual things, and ſtrongly diſpoſed to-reſt in faint 


them glory in ſin or in their ſuffering for its fake; 


9 


© , and approaches to them, Heb. iii. 13. Jer. xvii. 9. 
The MIEHTY\POWER of indwelling ſin manifeſts 
iel in puſhiog men to the moſt u 
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| the 
after they have had clear and extenhve. iſco) 


_ men's: ſtrongeſt legal conyictions of 105 40 irritate 
their hearts id more ungodliceſs—and alf their” de. 


elt graces, or after they Have enjoyed the. molt 
miliar fellowſhip with God zeig robbing Ee 
of much of aha grace and holineſs, WIE 
onecatuained—potwithſtapding . the. pleal 92 70 


: racled,-ordioancegand;ivluenges of C -brift, 2 King. 
Kii Deut. Rviiiz xx. 2 Sam. Xl Ai. 1 ; rh ah Flo 

2 Chron. Xi. Maths Xxvi, 69,— ah, 1 Key OE wo 
+ Indwellipg fin, in the, gxention of, jts:dec =Y 
_and:pomergweakens:the implanted FACS of. "believers, 
by rendering them ſloihful in the xerciſe of theſe 
graces, particularly faith and repentance 3 reb- | 
dering hem legal, formal. and weary in the conteth- 


6 of Gods. 6.9% moſt undatu- 


near relations; horrid uncleannels, n 
or the like or to ſhun believing in Obriſt, .w 
the convictiuns and allurements ol the. Spirſt be 
peculiarly: ſnut them up to it, 4 | 
2s neceflary} profitable, and. 1 N Nat 
ing men apoſtatize from the truibs of 


of their divine authority, ane experience ol t 
power on their ſouls, —and after they have fu 
almoſt uno death for their lake. in improv 


gal reſolutions againſt ſin or ſevere mortificatt Af 
i, to ĩnereaſe its-inward ſtrength in hem ; in ak - 


ing ſin ſometimes peculiarly abound, whe re las, 


puniſhinents; care of mene miniſters, Parent „ 


and maſters ſeem remar kably ca culated: 10 "peeve 


it in rendering ſome men, and even uch. aß S- 
abſolute Mon- | 


ſters of open wickednels ;min.the Df outbreak . 


joy remarkable means to the contrary, 


ot ſaiots in oppoſition. oy f Jelr.. Krön 
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— ee Pi falls ape fooliſh opinions, and 
keares3->by making them un- 
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| wilt 3 ee ke: OPER them. 
Th 8880 1 A thorough repentance of fuch horrible fins as 
J on their conſcience by making them improve 
le examples of other profeſſors religion to en- 
0 courage r barden themſelves in ſin and m pro- 
_ grefs in it —by making them cheriſh ſome particu · 
lar luſt, or live without real, lively, or familiar fel- 
ELD lowſhip with God, in particular duties of religion; 
5 Io 1 them into a. love of, and deep inter- 
It with carnal politics, particularly in reli · 
929 25 8 or making them ſtudy a remarkable 

_ growth in knowledge, without an anſwerable-growth 
m holy and'heavenly converfation, Jams 1.3. 24. 2 

John 8. 1 Pet. v. 8, 9, Tf. xliii. 22. 1 Cor. viii. 1. 

Ia xlvii. 16: Pfal. xxxvili-'s. and vi. iB. 
The deceitfulneis and power of indwelling fin pe- 


| | evliarly appears, WHEN mea have been long ac- 


3 4 a to a finful courſe; when ſome darling i- 
dol is firuck at by the Spirit or providence of God; 
when men are very indiſpoſed to religious duties; 

wet Satan and his inſtruments ſtrongly tempt to 

finful aQs ; when men are called to ſelt· denying du- 
| ties, which expoſe them to hatred, thame, reproach, 

Was patient bearing of iojuries, bold confeſſion of 

Chriſt's, truths amidſt furious perſecuiors, or ready 

Lonfellon of their on faults, or giving faithful 

reproofs. to great men, on whom they much de- 

= 7555 when one is pegvliarly preſſed to make the 
ipiritual part of religious quties his great buſineſs, 
- atid yet put no confidence in them ; or, when be 

_- Jabobrs to have constant freedom from the yoke of 
Fo, and habitual deled on in NN Jer wii. 23. 

5 Hae. IN, 26, 27. aud in 4 22. way a N 
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SIP in . wwenſthh, Tull 453 
matey: of Bo, decker bg d Iothedthte .- = 
produetions of theſe ioowelting Tufts, 1 Wings viii: 
38. Mat. u. 19. Tne Principe Sf ef ee TT 
plagues 393% 40 21011230149; 1940; 10 83WERI BOY, 1 
h ce which: manifeſts itſelf ig ets INE 
readineſs to doubr of: God's exiſtence, perfection, 
ar prowidence n to with where were not a God, to. 
at! toalt- nome omniſcient; infinitely holy, juſt and. 
true m their - readineſs to conceive or entertain | 
barththoughtsof God in their readinefs to doubt 
ol the divine inſpiration and authority of the ſerĩꝑ · 
tyres iu their reading his word, e his 
works ofcreation and providence withourſceing G 
io them, or hearing their voice; in their delightful | 
indulgence of ſin, and doing that in ſecret of which 
they would be aſhamed before men, Pat, bor . 3nd 
x. 4, 6, 13 Ezek; viii. 12. aud ix ge TAU ES 3, „ 
(2.) IGNORANCE; manifeſted in be konnen. 5 
on to, unaquaintante with, and miſtakes" concerny ß 
ing theſe things which are moſt near and moſt im: 
portant to them, fuck as the worth of their ſoul 
the guilt, pollotion and weakneſs of their heart oY 
the nature, number; aggravations and dan 
their ſin z the nature, glory and work of —— 
vine perſons the perſon, offices, ſtates, relations, 
and work of Chriſt ; the origin, parties. condition, 
promiſed bleſioge and adminiſtration of the covenant 
of grate the true ſtate and*condition'of their ſoul 
defore God, Whether united to Chriſt; Jultified by 
his blood, and renewed by his Spirit and when 
ther their grace, or ſpiritual experience be true or 
counterfeit, weak or ſtrong, growing or decreaſiggs 
—or what are the moſt proper medicines or wieans 
of holineſs for their ſoul,—or what is their d iy 4 
particular cales, Iſa, xxvii. 11. and i. 332 . 
(3) Sruribtirr mäpifeſted in men's 5 * 
concern about ſpiritual, eternal, and divine inen 
£ when they think, (peak, or MY of idem in 
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and invitations, kind providences, or heavy jy 
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=... ef 'Htwalting Sim, 3 


„ Fe 


not ſearchiog the words and works 57 God“ in or. 


der tO know his mind, | nd will in their pleafing 


1 themſelves with ſhadows without ſubſtance, and 


ſpeaking peace to themfelves while God peaks, or 


5 in flicts indignation and wrath; in their living care 
Kris in an unregene rate ſtate, or under the hiding; 
of bis face and tokens of his anger in heir con- 


rinuing unaffected under goſpel” ordinances, offers, 


ments, or awful threatenings ;—in their cont 155 
unconcern about death, judpmenr, eterüfty, heaven 


and hell, while their friends and neighbours" all a 
| round. them, are dying daily, pf 2.4; 44 


\ (4). FoRGETFULNESS of God menen in 


; % ave living 'fo moch without thinkinp on his na- 
ture, perſons, perfecfſons, words and Works, chief · 
. Iy of redemption in their beſtowing'fo: fe 


w and 
fo. unfixed thoughts upon divine things, while: they 


| beftow'fo many, ſo fixed” and fo affected ones, up- 
bn the thiops of this Vörſd their veglect of 
meditation, fecrer prayer, ſelf examination, and like 


_ brdinances, Which are peculiarly'ealculated” — 8 


5 motiog babituaf or familiar fellowſhip with God,— 


or neglect of proper preparation for attendance at, 
or improvement of his ordinantes In kheir living 
_ unimpreſſed. with his marvellous" "words or mighty 


works, or quickly loſing the impreflions which they 
bad received in their not wok 
bis covnſel in all their enterprizes 
. of ſympathiZing' with, and communicating 40 
his poor ſaints for his Hake Jerem. We 175 Deuter. 
An 327 * Nr Bar Try ot LIK 


ing and waiting for 
in their ne · 


(F.) ee e 8 efen's "ne. 


>; get of relative duties to others, while they hold 


+ 7 
— 
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them bound to "perform: theirs" to themſelves in 
their hiding, excuſiug aud extenuatipg their! own 


__ while they publifly* and aggravate thoſe of o- 
there in cheir wking Pleaſure in the fall or miſe- 


| * of others, if it tens to their own vindication and 


bonour; 5 
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heir aiming at, and ſeek ing after their 
profit, and pleaſure, at the expence 
God, and injuring their neighbour: 


honourz- —in t 
on honour, 
; of diſnonouring 
Din their, being more a 
done to themſelves, 


Fefted with reproaches and — 


| than with thoſe done to 
valuable neighbours, or even with the 
of God's dame or Sabbath, rebelliona- 
rſion of his trutuʒ 
luing and commending themſelves, and 
to be eſter med and praiſed hy others, as 
rned, wiſe, laborious, or holy than others; 
Ys | ſuch duties as 
onour to themſelves in their grudging, 
hers, rival or outvie them, or their friends, 


profaustion of Gods | 
-gaiaſt his laws, contempt or perve 
| 1 y:.4 

wiſhing 


xeir,; eſpecial care ro per form 


.bring h 


pains uh 


their riva 


methods ro ſupport their 


d gran» « | 
deur, 


— 5 
n _— —— 


Ci 
4 5 
. : 
l 8 : 
d by 
1 N 
4 2 , 
[] 
L N 
— 
* 
1 
9 
4 
! 
3 
: : 2 
| W246, 
by Pf 
N , 
164 bg 
: t. 
5 
' 


eber or Nesse , and i in OR TT Chime 
and murmuring when God's providence reduceth 
them to diſtreſs. and poverty ; and in their” uneaſi · 
neſs under the injuries which they receive, and ea. 
1 to vindicate themſelves at the enpence of the 
1 of the church, and of injuring others —in 
of gifts, graces and work not really 
7 bees 3 eſpecially in their want of humble 
reverence of God, averfion to ſubmit to bis laws, 
aud be eternal debtors to his free grace for their 
hole ſualvation.—or to ſubmit to Chriſt's perſon as 
heir head, huſband and lord, or to his obedience and 
_ fofferivg, as their juſtifying righteouſneſs; in truſt- 
ag to their own wiſdom to direct, and their ſtrength 
40 enable them to perform their duty, even after 
they have bad ſufficient evidences of their inſuffici- 
_ +ency,—and in truſting to their own righteouſneſs to 
recommend them to the favour of 125 Plat. enxxvi. 
8. Hab. ii. 4. Rom. iii. 3. Jer. ii. DO 
(7: ) LEGALITY,” which He, in men's anpect- 
wg of eternal Bappineſ by their own good works, 
tix where they have ſcarce the appearance of any; 
Un their running to reſolutions and performance 
of duties for relief of their conſcience when it is 
under conviction ;—in their ſerving God, in order 
that he may — t their perſons, and ſave them; 
An their attemptiog to receive Chriſt by believing 
in their own ſtrength, and reſt in him and his righ- 
8 becauſe of ſome ſenfibility, finceriry, or 
vorher good thing in themſelves ;—in' their ioclina- 
tion to truſt in their own righteouſneſs alang with 
"that of Chriſt in their purtio = Honky their'return to 
ee after any remarkable fall ind, 1 n, till they have 
themſelves wrought into a better File in 
hee ſpiritual comfort ebbing and flowing, juſt as 
"hey apprehend their frame or conduct is worſe or 
"better in their giving up with their aſſuranck of 
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m is diverſified luft. l 
lenges of conſcience, or prevalency. of particular 
luſts; In their peace of conſcience being marred by | 
diſcoveries of their im per fection in holineſs; in their- 
faith being diſcouraged by the felt power of fin; in 

their truſtivg to their fenfible Jiſcoveries of inward — + 
JV 
1 8 ordibanges, or the lively admiviſtration of 
them, for ſucceſs; ia their having more freedom 


5 eoiamit Ma after they have performed religious 
| mark üble gftis and graces as others; —in their liv. 
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222 their fretting, that they have not as re 
10 


ing tanth/uoder the power ok inward diſcou rage 
ments, Hotwithſtandiog their uniom to Chriſb as 
dhe bee do ir 4 z da , 
I8.) UNB6L1zy, which appears in men's inatten- 
tion ro the truths of God as revealed in his word, | 
Sor to bis authority and faithfulneſs as flamped 
by hin ſelf therein ;—io their not crediting his Riws, 
and particularly applying them to their conſcience __ 
for convincing them of their fins, their ſtate and 
condition ;——in their diſregarding the doctrines, 
promiſes, and invitations of the goſpel, and in their 
refuſing or neglecting to make particular zpplicati- 
on of *Chrilt's perſon, righteouſneſs and ſalvation, 
therein offered by God to them, anſwerably to their 
particular ignorance, guilt, pollution, and bondage; 
and in their improving either the greatneſs or the 
ſmallnels ok their fins, as an argument againit their 


2 --.- 8 
— INS 


preſent embracement of bim, as God's free gift io 


them lor wiſdom, righteoulueſs, fanckißestion, nd 
redem ption, Heb. in. 12,—14. and iv, 11. John 
%% HiTreD or Gop, manifeſted in men's e- 
ſtrangement from thinking or ſpeaking of, or to 
Cod; or thinking or ſpeaking of chem, without 
pleafure and Jobs —in their undervaluing or 
low ſhip with him in. his ordinan- 
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ſhifting familiar fe 13 
ces An their contempt of, or oppoſition to his po- 


racles and ordinances ; in their ditobedtnce to his 
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melee refiifal of his goſpel offers, refiting, grieving, fi 
quenching, and doing deſpite to his Spirit of grace; Ml o 
im their negle& of his worſhip, or the right per- «1 
"formance of it's in their profanation of his name; fl 
or taking pleaſure to hear others profane it ;—in | 
their murmuring at the diſpenſations of bis provi M 
dance, Rom. i 30. and viii. 7. Eph. iv. 15,19 MW © 
(10. A BLASPHEMOUS. P1oyoshrION, which rr 
malen itſelf in men's feadineſs to conceive. un- Ml » 
— wofthy and unbecoming thoughts of God, as if he Ml Þ 
were like themſelves, were corporeal in bis nature, 
Aa not all things, were uñconcerned how men q 
tt 

g 

ir 

Cl 

R 


acted or did approve their ſin, would not fulfil his 

promiſe, though they truſted in it,—0r execute his 

_ tbreatenings, though they continued in ſin, —or as 

If he delighted in their affliftion and miſery ;—and 

in their not efteeming him worthy to be their chief 
god, and the alone portion of their foul in the 
_ Night impreffions they have of oaths. ſword by him, W' © 
or vows made to him ; in their irreverent, lifeleſs, h 
and drowſy attendance on his inſtituted ordinances ; t. 
in their unhol and irreverent ufe of His words, Ml 
and works, without viewing or ſanctifying him in 7. 
: them —or, in their readineſs co, or delight in fin- 4 
ful eurfing and ſwearing, playing at cards or dice, MW '* 
- vfing of charms, or to mock at the ordinances and it 
8 of God, or the working of his Spirit, Mat. f 
y. 19. Ila. m. J. Malach, i. 17 and i. 12. and i in 1 
13, 14. J 
1 F Paorans Lr of: mind; 1 ap- © 
pears in men's ruſhing into hs preſence of God, be 
das if he were their equal or in 3—ia their rea- 
dineſs to attend to, br gaze on 499 ernal or even trif. IM * 
ling objecks, while they are profeſſedly fiſted in the 8 
reſence of God ;—in the aftonifhing inconſtancy of 
_ thoughts on the Lord's day, or when they are 
= employed in bis worſhip'; in the frequent uonecel- 00 

ſary and finful changing of their religious reſol6ti- 

J”—_—_ their Tn * or fudden ek ee 
fulaels : 
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in its diverſſſied las., ang. 


908 » | | 7 — | 
ſulneſs of their ſolemn vows in the ſtrange roving 
of their mind under affliction, and ready turning of 
their fancy and heart to meet with temptations, Zeph. 


* 


R, n et bt 1 
- (12) An UNGRATEEUL DISPOSITION, Which 
manifeſts itſelf in men's not obſerving, pondering, 

| and firmly remembering the gracious promiſes and 
merciful proyidences of God; in. their remembering. 
with more ſeriouſneſs the painful affliction they 
have endured, than their mercies received or pro- 
miſed ; in their negle& of ſolemn thankſgiving to 
God for his fayours, and not walking worthy of 
them, by aboundivg in good works zin their ne- 
gletiog to improve paſt deliverances and mercies; 

in ſeeking, hoping and waiting for ſuch as are ne- 

ceſſary in time to come, Rom, i, 21. 2 Tim, ili. 27 
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Rom. ii, 4, 5, 2 Chron, xxxii. 25. Ng 


Iz.) An 120LATROVUS DISPOSITION, which 
appears in men's idolizing almoſt every ęreature they 
have any connection with in their fancying crea- 
tures which never exiſted, in ordet ta make idols of 
them ;—in their immoderate eſteem, deſire, delight, 
reverente of, and truſt in themſelves, or their en- 
dowments, relations, concerns and enjoyments z— 
in their immoderate grief and yexation, when God, 
in his providence, deſtroys ar deprives them of aux 
beloxyed objects ; in their readineſs to ſet up otber 
idols, at leaſt in their heart, when God, in his pro- 
vidence, takes away any ;—in their idolizing not 
only trifſing or imaginary things, but even the verx 
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worſt of things, as wicked perſons, devils, or in- 
dwelling luſts; —in their idolizing the ordinances of : 
the goſpel, manifeſtations of Chriſt and implanted 
graces, which God beſtows far the reſtraining of 
idolatry in their grudging no:labour or expence 
ja ſerving their idols and cleaving to them, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt expreſs reproofs and commands 
of God, aud notwithſtanding ſevere currections, ſharp 
convictions, and contrary vows; and in their de- 
Üö;ũ —1rTx ß 
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1 a. 
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Ighting io them, even when in the immediate pre: 
ſence of God, and profeiſedly worſhipping of him, 
ff ß 


— Ge ISP 
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ONSET (ß 
4.) A SUPERSTITIOUSINCLEINATION, which 
diſcovers itſelf in men's foodneſs to model the or- 
dinances of Jeſus Chriſt to their owa carnal taſte; 
id their eſteeming them according to the outward 
Rnery of the adminiſtration ; in their readineſs to 
part with, add to, or take from them; and in their 
violent and faſting, however unreaſonable, attach- 
ment to religious inflitutions of human, eſpecially 
their own, invention, Acts xvii. 22. Col. li. 23. 
([..) Dissix LATIN or HYPOCRISY, which 
appears in men's readineſs to aim at a form of god - 
_ Hoeſs, without regarding, the power of it; or, to 
_ exclaim againſt the faults of others, while their own: 
dare as bad, if not worſe z—in their pretending to | 
EN . ſtrictneſs and zeal, while they indulge them - 
ſelves in an untender practice, or to mourn over, 
4 and witneſs againſt fins, with which their hearts 
Vere never burdened before the Lord ; —ig their 
profeſſing an high regard for the truths of God, 
while they take no due pains to train up their chil- 
dren or ſervants in them; in their drawing near to 
God with their outward man, while their heart is 
far from him; in praying to, praiſing or thanking 
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God; confeſſing fin, folemoly vowing or faſting, 
| "without any ioward ſeriouſneſs or frame of heart 
: bs . . 5 EY | | #Y 8 > 
/ © anfwerable to their exerciſe, but the reverſe z—in Wl * 
 _ their yielding a rational affent to his doctrines, laws, f 
n 
| 


| _ Promiſes and threatenings, while in heart they nei- 
they believe nor love any of them; ip their readineſs 
do receive a fancied Chriſt, in thi ir imaginations or 
_ . affeQtions, while they profeſs to receive the true 
ek into their hearts; in their apparently ſerious 


| | 
FRF hearing of the goſpel, while their heart roves after ” 
- _ the things of this world ;—in their appearing ſeri- 0 
dus and devour ip the preſence of the godly, but light WI © 
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100 foals in the company of others — their pre- 
tending eſteem of, and love td perſons whom they 
really geſpile and hate, and even revile and defame 
behind their backs; in their making promiſes which 


they never really intend to perform in their doing 
good to others from bad motives or ends ;—in their 


| diſpraifing themſelves, in order to cauſe others va- 
lue and commend them; or, in doing good works 


that they may be ſeen of men, Matth. vi. 2, 3. and f 


vi. 4 , ü inn. 


(16.) CaRELESSNESS, manifeſted in men's con- | 


fuled and flothful management of their temporal or 


ſpiritual concerns; in their eaſineſs of mind While 
they approach God's ordinances, without proper 
preparation, attend on them without proper affec- 
tion, and depart from them without ſpiritual ad - 
vantage; in their heart being ſtrangely: unaffected, 
while they: have a rational perception that God is 
abſent from, or frowus on them in their uncon- 


cern about the removal of their ſpiritual maladies, 
while they have a rational conviction of their dread- 
ful nature, and of their being infected with them; 


in their want of a lively concern to receive Jets | 


Chriſt and his ſalvation, notwithſtanding their hav- 


ing a clear rational perſuaſion of their excellency, 
ſuitableneſs, neceflicy, and being freely offered-1 o 


them in a goſpel, Mat. xx. 6. | 
(17) LUKEWARMNESS, manifeſted. in men's 


reſting ſatisſied with a mere, or even a ſcanty profeſ- 
ſion of religion, without a real change of their ſtate, 


nature and practice; in their averſion to expoſe 


themſelves to any ſhame, reproach, or ſuffering for 
| the ſake of divine truths ; in their indifference about 


the public or private intereſt of religion in the church, 


if their own proſper ; in their unconcern about pro · 


motiog the glory of Chriſt, ſucceſs of the goſpel and 
edification of ſouls in diſtant places and fyture ages; 
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ie to 5 Chriſt and his capſe, 8 themfelve 
| and others, Rev. iii. 15, 16. 
(18.) CARNALITY. or WORLDLY 1NDEDNER, 
manifeſted i in the multitude of men's vain thought, 
words and actions, which in no wiſe tend to pro. 
mote the glory of God, or ſpiritual welfare of ſouls ; 
in their employing ſo many thoughts, words and 
deeds about the concerns of this world, while they 
| beſtow-ſo few on ſpiritual and eternal things j—iq * 
their occupying the beſt of their time in thoughts, 
words and actions about the affairs of this life; in 
their pronenels to, and pleaſure i in ſuch work, and 
even robbing. God of proper time or frame for hit 
worſhip, on account of it, while their thoughts, 
1 words and works relative to ſpiritual Wins; are un 
ready, unfixed, -unpleaſant, and eaſily ſhifted; in 
the peculiar proneneſs of their heart 5 carnaloand 
vain thoughts on the IL. ord's s day, or while they at- 
tend the ordinances of his worſhip zrvin their carnal 
* thoughts ſo captiyating their minds and affections, be 
B dile they are readivg or hearing God's word, par: ¶ er 
Ny taking. of the ſacraments, or the like, that they er 
| ſcarcely retain a rational ſenſe of what they are a. ta 
dont 310 their quickly forgerting. ſpirkual- things, fic 
1 | while the thiags of this world, however vain and lit 
_ 'trifling, are long and tenaciouſiy remembered in 
their quickly wearying of the eaſieſt exerciſes of re: 

. ligion, as praiſing of God, or the like, while theyß 
long, (led faſtiy, and with pleaſure perfeyere i in the 
Moſt toilſome worldiy labours in their eſpecial 

wearying of- the more ſpiritual and heavenly exer- 

_ © Ciſes of God's worlhip, fuch as meditation, ſelf exa. 
” mination, finging of pſalms, partakiog of the Lord's 

p ſupper, or the like: and in their ſo much. perform · 

ing religious exerciſes from carnal prinei ples, motives 

ad ends, Rom. vii. 14. and viii 5,6. 1 Cor i. 1. 

3 . , (rg) A MALicious and MURDEROUS DISP0- 

* 75 S krion, manifeſted in the frequent raging of men's 

4 Hager” NON God, or profanation of Bis name, 
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th its its ” hs. 5 1 
without any provoration from him, or profit to 


themſelves; ip the ready and frequent eruptions of 
their angry paſſion againſt men ;—in their envyiag 


the gifts aud graces of others, even their chief frieuds: 
in their readineſs to revenge injuries, and even to 


delight in that diſhonouriag of God, which tends 
to the in famy or hurt of ſuck as have injuted them; 
or rival or ongvie them io proſperity. or honour ;— 
in their laſting remembrance, and frequent and: Ar- 
ed conſideration of injuries done them -in their 
want ot tender compaſſion towards enemies, or eve 
neighbours, friends and relations, who are under 


diſtreſs, and not laying hold on opportunities of ren- - 


dering good for evil ;—in their angry and outrage- 


ons ſpeeches, or even terrible curſes and i impreca- 


tions agaiuſt others, even without much provocati- 


on ;—in their ſeeking the huctzof ſuch as profeſs 


kindneſs to them, or that have heaped favours up- 
on them; in their being eaſily provoked to harraſs, 
beat, kill, or make war upon others, and that in 4 
cruel and barbarous manner; —in theſr adopting 


eruelties to men, or othet ee or the repreſen- 
tations thereof, into ſuch multitudes of their diver- 
ſions, honours, , of even e refigigns Tit. | 


lit. 3. 


(20, 1 and vncnss TR Dis Posi- 
T10N, which manifeſts itlelf in the pleature that 
many take in thinking, ſpeaking or partaking of 


what they account delicate food, rather than of Je- 


ſus Chriſt and his fulneſs ;—in their fondneſs to ex- 
ceed the cravings of nature and their incomes in the 


meaſure, kind, or delicacy of their proviſton in 


their taking pleaſure to ſpend much precious time 
in their eating and drinking, till they have cram- 


med their belly, rendered their body unactive, and 
their mind ſtupid, diſordered, or furious; 


nels.frequenting lewd, frothy, or vain compani- 
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—in 
their veadineſs to enter into temptations to unclean» | 


— 
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Of Tullwelling Sin, 8 


| fooliſh or WW jeſis in their taking pleaſure 
to read or hear impure ſongs, or romances,—or to 
behold immodeſt pictures in their intermixing 
ſomething frothy or obſcene with ſo many of their 
F and even with their pretended devotions; 
in their readineſs to indulge themſelves in unchaſte 
imaginations, or to have their affections entangled, 
jf obſcene things be 207 way ee Col.i ili. z. 
Epb. v. 3. 4» 5. * 
+ (21.) An INCLINATION to „ring 5 perl. 
- MATION, which appears in men's taking ſuch plea- 
ſure in reading and hearing or relating that which 
is marvellous and ſcarcely credible ;—in their readi- 
Hi to repreſent matters otherwiſe than their infor- 
ation warranted, them ;—in the ready and i ingeni- 
ous, manner in which they, inyent or dreſs up falſe- 
hood, to ee their friends, vindicate or ex- 
18 them 1110 87 or re Pear. heir, neigbbour 3—in 
their na king th the de amation of others a principal 


part ol their converle.; in their readineſa to receive 
es r bad.  Feports, and their averſion or uncon-- 


,cern to TA juſt re futations thereof, or bring ca- 
lumofatarz ta repentance and wry Sa, pu · 


951 50 „ coverous, Thea 

I8H D18P 0SITION, which manifeſts itſelf ĩn mec 

I Te and conſtant diſſatisfaction with 

1 chen particular and preſent lot, and wiſhing ſome 

alterat 1900 in it in the covetous cares of this 

Sn J og their heart, while they are outward: 

=, Berg 9 eee God, rand fo fwallow- 

digg up e . and; care ſor the one thing 

| -needful ;— in their, ſubmitting to the molt baſe. or 
Anful DRL * obtaining that which- they covet; 

in the conſt; ey and ardour of their dofires after 

the things of. this world, even under old age and 

trouble :—in their rebellion agaipſt God 'slaw, and 


| 2poliney from bis trutht FOR ac? even * e 
tion 
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2 3 in ite diffrent motions... — ; 2356 
gon to: the convictions of their own PR el and 
at the expence of the damnation of theirfoul—for | 
the lake in ſome. e advantages. FO. 
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III. Though all men bei in different lege Jakces 
a with all the above mentioned plagues, yet, in 
reſpect of their inward moT10Ns, one or a few luſts 
chiefly. prevaiÞ-in one man at once and Which, 
on that account, are called yu, as the 
direct and govern the motions of the 'reft; 2 
luſt, of which the operation moſt readily diſtracts 
men in religious duties, or which moſt frequently 
inſtigates them, when they are alone or which, 
and its effects, they are moſt ready to excuſe and 
ektenuate, at leaſt" in their own: mind; and with 
which they are moſt averſe to part; and which moſt 
eaſily, frequently, and powerfully determines them 
io correſpotding thoughts, words or deeds, —appears : 
to be the predominaot one, Heb. xii, 1. Pfal. xviii.. 
23. —Nevertheleſs, fioful- luſts often predamins by 
turns in the ſame perſon, as age, ſtation, opportu- 
nities, or temptations anſwer-—And ſometimes fe= WW 
veral luſts, as it were, concur to ſolicit us to.attuat 
and hence, it becomes very difficult to k ow: . Mm 
which 0 onght 10 BY ona ber r N and re. 1 65 
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The een tendeney of all the motions 1 
operations of men's inward "luſts- is to make them 
commit actual tranſgreſſions. Hut their ultimate | / 
tendency is to retain and reduce them under. the 

wer and dominion of indwelling Fn in general, 

cov. v. 22. Rom. vii. 23. Every actual fin natu- 
rally conduceth hereto, as it gives Satan a complete 
victory. —ſirengibens the inward habit or root of 
fin,—ipvigorates all its luſis or members, —bardens 
the heart in fin, ſpreads the infection to the body, 
—ptoyokes God to- inflict- Jpigitual: plagues,—dil- 3 
courageth men from applications to him for his ſane : 
TIME „„ them out to. fret EP him, 
N . . 


won rr — — — g 
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9 4; in . ſpreads "he. eee to others 1 a · 
10 round, James i. 14, 15. Jer. xiii. 23. Heb. iii. 13. 
. vi. 15. Pſalm Ixxxi. 11,1 3. 2 Cor. xvii. f. 
of. vii. 1. Ezra ix. 10. Prov. XiX. 3 r Cor. xv- 
33. Heb xii. 1 4 
Men's indwelling luſts eſpecially exert. their ty 
and powerful motions; in conceiving and bringing forth 
actual in. Wx the Holy Ghoſt applieth the law 
of God moſt powerfully and cloſely to their conſei- 
ence, or allures them towards Chriſt by common 
fpiritual comforts :=When, they are ralled to fin- 
8 holineſs and purity: When they are plainly 
—— vehemently urged to part with ſome darling 
tyſts : When they bave been long accuſtomed to 
they ractice of corteſpondent acts of ſin: When 
their ſou] is vnder ſome remarkable flumber or drou- 
CY fireſs When Satan hath carried his temptations 
„ eſpecial heighth = When heavy troubles are 
Iufffcted, or difficult duties 8 and urged :— 
Or, When the light of the goſpel ſhines moſt clearly 
=_ and Jeſus Chriſt and his ſalvation are moſt * 
+ offered, Rom. vil. 8.—1 3 . 
_ as Even when an actual ſin is conceived in che . 
| » an inward liking to it,—a confidering whether it 
may be committed, —a purpofing to commit it, — 
and a confulting and fixing on the moſt proper means 
and circumſtances for that end. God ſometimes 
sTIFI es it in the birth —by: taking away the life 
or power of him who had intended it, orlayiog out- 
ward hindrances in his way; by cutting off or re- 
moving the objects ofit;z—by diverting the intender's 
. thoughts from it to ſomething elſe, or conviocing 
him of the difficulty, danger, (diſhoneſty, and un- 
profitablenefs of it; r, by converting or reviving 
| E ofluences of his Spirit, "makes him hate and abbor 
It, ExOd. xv. 9, 14. Kings Xiii. 4. 1 Sam Aiv. 45. 
Aa Kii. 11. Gen. xxzvii. 24. and XxXiii. 10. Mat. 
Liv. 5.5 Rom. ii. 14, 15. Gen. xxxvii. 26. Acts xxvi 
e * tary * 1 TI in love to So ſouls, 
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4 the mortification of iti. 225 
Cod ſometimes takes.away believers by death from 


great temptations, which they could not withſtand, 


—or from finiſhing ſinful courſes which they had 


begiia ; or takes away their power of fulfilling ſome 


fintul purpoſe: But moſt frequently he ſtifles the 


* 


* 


| ficient for them, 2 Cor. xii. 7,9. 


5 IW. Men's duty | with | rei pect to their ind welling 
luſts, is, through the aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, to 


WAR againſt and MORTIFY them, Rom. viii. 13. 
Gal. v. 17, 24. -% unregenerate men can, in any 
degree, mortify their own ſinful luſis, as they are not 
united to Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour from fin, whoa 
was manifeſted to deſtroy-the works of the devil; 


they are under the law as a broken covenant of 


works, which is the ſtrength of fin. ; and hence their 


conſeiences ars not purged from dead works by the 
blood of Chriſt they have no iaward habit or 
principle of implaated grace to oppoſe ſin ;w-hbgi 


3 $ oy 
—_ 


juſts enjoy their full ſtrength in'and;domigian 
them Moreover, both Satan and their luſte act 
exceeding craftily, in enticing them to ſinful acts: 


* 


their ignorance of fin, and love to it, and its ſui- 


tableneſs to their nature ; their or others proſperi- 


| y in ſin, and their inclination to abuſe the grace of 


od: into lieentieuſneſa, fortify the, intereſts of ſin 


in the m. God himſelf alſo, to ꝓuniſh them for for - 
mer fing, particularhy ſuch as were committed a- 


gainſt. light and love or to puniſh others hy them, 
Drtim prepare. Miu tripe renne gh Uimfaxing 


N - 


the-exceeding riches. of his grace, and for other ho- 


N * 


\ 


ly and wiſe ends, often gives them up to their own 


luſts, James i. 14. Rom. w 20. Hence, moſt un- 


regenerate men have the met glaring marks gi a to tal : 
want of, all mort ificat ion of fans. ; They take an habi- 


tual pleaſure in entertaining and committing ſin; 
they ſtir up their hearts to commit it; they take 


much pains to provide objects and opportunities for 


F 2 80 the 
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irth of actual fin in them by making his grace ſuf» 
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228 Of Induelling Sin, 
_ the gratification of their luſts ;—they ruſh into the 
commiſſion of ſin upon very ſmall temprtarions ; or 
_ even. ſolicit temptations :—they fin againſt light wi. 
thout fear or ſhame:—they improve both mercies 
and judgments, as incentives to actual fin —and 
take pleaſure to fall under a ſeeming neceſſity of fin. 
ning, Eph. iv. 19. Prov. i. 1218. and vi. 3, 26, 
28. Iſa. v. 18. and xxii. 12, u eee 


But many unregenerate men have ſome E SEM 


BLANCEsS of mortification. They have 4 clear ra- 
tional perſuaſion of the evil nature and fruits of 


ſin: the motions of indwelling ſin in them are ſo 
languid as. to be little felt they carefully abſtain 


from outward acts of ſin: ind welling fin, as it were, 
fleeps in them. Through the alteration of their 
bodily conſtitution, particular luſts, as it were, die 
in them of their own accord. Afffictions, death of 
friends, or ſtrong \convittions: produce an abhor: 
_ rence of, or occaſional victory over ſome particular 
Iuſt. The influence of their a orruption is 
diverted into ſome more hidden chaumnel. Being 
influenced by the biaſs of their natural temper, the 
ſoree of their legal convictions, and the fear of ſhame 
and danger, — they, as it, were, war againſt and op- 
poſe, not all, but /me particular luſts, and that 


only by fits and flarts, - and eſpecially in order to re · 


Arain groſs acts of fin and all is done in their own 
ſttrengih ; — and the conflict is properly between their 
underſtanding or conſcience on the one hand, and 


their will and affections on the other. — But, in 


true mortification, the ſeveral implanted graces of 
believers, in all che different powers of their ſovls 
oppoſe the contrary remains of corruption there: 
they war againſt, and labour to mortify finful cor · 
ruption in itt very root, and in its moſt hidden, 
ſpiritual, and once beloved forms; and, from a 
principle of faith in Chrift, love to God, and ſenſe 
ol his redeeming love to them, and deep on 
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of che abs and obligation of his holy, juſt and 
good law on them, —and from a principle of deep 


rooted hatred of fin, as a thing contrary to the ho- 


1y nature, law and goſpel of God, and infinitely 


defiling to their ſouls. They labour to promote the 


utter deſiruction of indwelling fin, reſting ſatisſied 


with nothing ſhort of perfect holineſs in heart and 


life, —dire&ed to the glory of God as their chief 
end, Rom. vii. 14.—2 5. 2 Cor. v. 4, 14. Rom. vi. 


14 and viii, 2, 13. Matth. v. 48. Col: iii. 5. John 
xvi. 9. Zech. xii. 10. Pſal. xix. 12. Ezek. Xx. 43. 
r Theſſ. v. 22. Heb, iii. 12, 13. Phil. iii. 3, 8,14. 
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Tees WORTIFICATION: _ fin: * (10A 


weakening of the root or whole boch of indwelling ors 


ruption, that it cannot entice, excite or urge to the 


commiſſion of ſinful acts; nor tumultuate, rage, 


and diſquiet the ſoul with ſuch violence, frequency 


| and-eaſe as formerly, Rom vii. 24. 2 Cor. vii 1 
(2) An inward dying to the lour e the whole body of. 
fin, and all its ene and eſpecially once beloved 


luſts, our inclination to, and pleaſure in them gra- 
dually leſſening, and as it were turning er rde 6 
tation and hatred of them, Row: vii. 14.—24. 

this death to fin; there is included a dying to Wels, 
things that miniſter occaſions of agency to our in 
dwelling luſts, —particularly to the world and its 


diverſified enjoyments, —as our ſupreme good, or a- 
ny part of it. —as ſeparated from God, aud not lead- 
ing to him, —as oppoſing and hindering the'recep= 


tion of him into our heart, and our ſervice of him, 


Ans neteſſary in itſelf, or as affording occaſions and 


fewel to our luſts. 10 all theſe views, it muſt be 
undervalued, diſtruſted, diſliked; watched agaiaſt 


and oppoſed, as a thing empty and vain in iffelf,— 
as the ordinary portion of wicked men,—as a IS 


Mn fource of INE to ſouls, and as the van- 
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 .._ quiſhed.enemyof Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. vi. 14. John Md 
4. Luke xii. 19. and xxi, 34. Zech. vii. J. Hoſ. iv M.b 
4. Pal: Iniii- 26. Eccl. i- 2. Plal. Iaii. 8, 9. and l 
ui. 14. 1 Lim. vi. 19. James iv. 4. 1 John il. 1 5, Þ 
17. Gal. i. 4. John xvi. 33. In it there is alſo t. 
included a dying to. 8ELF in all its innumerable Ml f 
and bewitching appearances, —to our natural ap. n 
prebenſions, inclinations, abilities, accompliſh. Ml © 
ments, —and enjoy ments of honour, pleaſure, or . 
wealth to our relations and friends; to our ac, Nit 
= + quired, or divinely beſtowed excellencies, gifts, pra. Ne 
= ces, ſpiritual. comforts,—never allowing 'ourſelve; n 
| tio be directed by them as our rule, depend on them Ml fi 
=  asourftrevgth, oras any ground of acceptance with Ml x 
| God, or of our tight or acceſs to Chriſt as à Savi- 3 
3 dux, or to deſire after or delight in them as the 
= portion of our, foul,” Matth. xvi. 24. (3. Warliks 


conflicting with, and oppoſing of fin, ſteadily looking b 
on our indwelling ſin and all its luſts, particularly : 
predominant and beloved luſts, as the worſt enemy IM 1 
of God our Saviour, and of our ſoul; carefully 2 
ſearchiag and obſerving its motions-and wiles, and 1. 
how it obtained its former ſucceſs againſt us j—and a 
quickly, carneſtly, and by faith oppofing to it; even Nr 
in its very firſt motions, the word, Spirit, blood MW i 
and grace of Chriſt, as the moſt effectual means of t 


deſtroying it, Gal. v. 17, 24 Rom. eil. 23.25, if f 


4.) Obtaining of ſucceſt againſt ſin; not in mere pre- b 
venting of finful acts, but in briogipg fin, in all its Ml © 
forms, particularly its permanent lofts, to the law 0 
of God and dying love of Chriſt, avd thereby: con- 
deemdpigg it, and kindling dur bloat 1, ſo at ſ 
not only to prevent its acts, but to overcome and 
- weaken its force and violence, in enticing to ſuch fi 
- acts, Gal. v. 24. Rom. Lis REA )%%ͤ 0 TOs 


1 


Sod doth not alway grant believers ſucceſ in their 
conflicts with indwelling fin; but, To correct their IM i 
former indulgence of it, or former acts of fin or 
dalliance with motions or temptations to them to 
Ee oi CCC reſtrain 


nels and ftrength their neglett or delay 


tance, after E falls into ſin:— —their attempt · 
ing to oppole it in their own ftreogth, and with 


carnal conſideratious ; and, in fine, the entangle- 


ment of their affections in the cares of this world, 


fearfully contribute to hinder their ſücceſs, Mark 
xiv. 38. 2 Cor. Rite 7. Eph. vi. Por I Mat. x Avi. 1 


33. 2 Tim, i i. Th: 4. 


Though, through e ee Sala union to 5 
ſus Chriſt, their deliveradce from the curſe of che 
broken law, which. is the ſtrength of fin, and the 
tranſlation of it upon their luſts, —and throngh their 
juſtifying ſentence engaging all the divine perſons 
| and-perfeQtions to promote their ſanctification, as = 
leading part of that eternal life to which they are 
adjudged, —and through the preſence, blood, Spi-. 
rit, and grace of Jeſus Chriſt in their heart, —their 9 
indwelling: luſts be totally deprived of dominion over 
them, and of much of their wonted influence and 
ſtrength, —yet, through the anſwerableneſs of their 


bodily conſſitution, and their. diverſified ftations, 
opportunities: and temptations; their indwelling luſts 
often become more violent and active in promoting 


ſinful acts than before theit regeneration. Believers 
ſpiritual. light, watchfulneſs, and ſenſe of their cor> 
ruptioas alſo make them often think them more 
ſtroog and lively, when chey are e become more 


weak, Rom. vii. 14.—24. . 


"This ſinful corruption which remains in | believers, 
it Pera fte by Gen 10 e can draw them into 
4 i a ol a - murder, 5 


37 2 


. * mortification of it. „„ 
ire their pride, carnal ſecurity. and ſelf-confi-. 
dence to ſtir them up to watchfulneſs and depen» 
dence, on Chriſt alone; and to exalt the riches of 
his grace in forgiving their fins, and ſubduing their 
luſts,—he permits it to prevail und rage much in them. 
Moreover, their neglect of felf-cxamioation, ſpiri- 
tual vigilance, fervent prayer, and earneſt, 434 90 
frequent, and cloſe application of Jeſus* rightcouſs | 

waſh. 


cbemſelves in his blood, and to exerciſe bitter repen - 
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yt / Indwelling Sin, 


_ of divine rÞ ph batred and. perſecution of fellow 
Faithful migiſters.; rebellion againſt light 


115 
Faints. and. aifh 
and love, aftliions, warnings; convictions, relo 


racy under. t$artul on 


. mL for, za time; and, in fine, 
le gree of "wickedneſs, the blaſphemy a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and a fully cordial unbelief 


Xxvi. 11. 1 Eings xi 2 Chron; xvi. and xviii. and 
XXXIIl. 25. Mat, xxvi. 69,74. God alone knows, 


| kedneſs, Jer. xvii. 9, 10. 
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OO pears much unmortified. Hence, it long prevails in 
_ oppoſition to the more ſpiritual exerciſes. of religion. 


apply promiſes of pardon ia a confiltency with it, 


| their will frequently conſents to fintul acts, which 
proceed from it: they oppoſe it only, or «chiefly, 
with arguments drawn from the danger of. it. — 


N 


; } 


of its finküſneſs. They comply with the eatice- 
ments of it, in oppoſition to alarming. convictions 
and affliftions, &c-. 2 Sam, xi; xii, 1 Kings xi.— 
-. Such prevalence bf any one particular luſt is ex- 
ttemeln hurtful. It daxkens the evidences of their 
gracious fincerity..: it daſheth their ſolid hopes of 
victory over indwelling fin, ang leads them to eſta- 
bliſh them vpon falle foundations; it bardens their 
beeart, and renders the geglect of religious duties 


and unprofirable 7 it hipders their exerciſe of faith, 
_. and ſenſe of God's love, and their familiar fellow- 
ſhip with him: it wounds the heart of Chriſt, and 
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murder, adultery, blaſphemy, ſolemn renunciation 


27 hd 34> 4 Pp 8 5 ; , 
Tutions, and folemn/yows;. impenitence, and obdu- 


| aud hatred of God, and an habitual indu'gence of 
. themſelves in fin, only excepted, 2 Sam. xi Ads 


bu far an hypocrite may go in appearances of | 
— Giarſhip, or a (aint in appearances. of reigning wie · 
In believers, at leaſt one particular luft often ap- 
In ſearching for marks of grace, and attempting to 


they obtain a kind of peace of mind under it ;— 


Their heart is hardened under rational convictions 


eaſy ;. or renders. the performance of them careleſs 


J * 


in 0 nie, Fit. , 
grieves his Spirit: it hinders God's gracious, ans, 
ſwering of their prayers, and their ſpiritual flou us, 
riſhing in his way, or beiog uſeful, to others. It 
unfits them for death, 2 Sam. xi; xii. 1 Kings, * 
: Chron. xvi. Plat, li. and Ixviii, 18, 

Through believers pride of former vicious over 
Gafal luſts; and through. their powatchfulneſs o- 
ver the firſt motions of luſſs and temptations; and, 
neglect of immediate application to hriſt's wor 
blood and Spirit for eſtabliſhment 3 and throug 
their improper oppoſition of ſin in their own ſtrengtih, 
—with their knowledge rather than their affection, 
or in an indolent or legal manner, —or chiefly. to 
procure their own honour and comfort, - one or 
more particular fintul luſts, which once appeare 
mortified, may mightily revive. and recover 34 
And thaugh they do not frequently puſh them 
into groſs ſins, of which they bad truly repented ; 'M 
yet they may repeatedly. plunge them into more 774 
fined) and ſpiritual wickedneſs, for which ** hav: 
ſorrowed after 10 Bech fort, Jer." ite 147 22 22. Hol, 
xiv. 4. TEN 

Frequent indiſpoßtion to the more ienat exer: 
ciſes of religion; — inconſtant ſenſe of the need of 
Jeſus? blood and Spirit, or little care to apply them z 
pleaſure. and delight in remembering former idols; 
much inward grief and pain for the loſs of idoliz- 
ed creatures z—litrle feeling of the power, pollmion 
and motioos ofindwelling luſts;—much' anxious per · 
turbatiog of mind concerning che guilt of fin, and 
events of providence; habitual unwillingneſs to die, 
and the like are awful evidence of much de ie) in 
mortiſicutiom, aud of th 2701 Freualeney of indwel- 
liog corruptions, Ez k. ü. 19. Iſa. Wii 17. Mat. 
xiv, 3. 0g che other hand; chuch vi garous and ha- 
bitual application of Chriſbs word, "Lode. and Spi- 
Tit ;—much'abounding in che exerciſe of faith, love, | 
humility, and ſuch' ether. implanted graces, as are 
malt entre and deſtructive to our principal, pre · 
Ge Eg” ane 
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murder, adultexy, ;blaſphemy,, ſolema cenunciation 


of divine tri 
: Sund 30 fe 


4 


| kedneſs, Jer. xvii, 9, 10. 
pears much unmortified. Hence, it long prevails in 


ſaintſhip, ora 


heh -batred and;perſecution of fellow 
L k a fyl migiſters ; rebellion againſt light 
and loye, gene Warnigge, convictions, relo 
lutions, and foſemi vgs; impenitence.and. obdu - 


racy: under. fgartul. L i ˖ for, a time and, in fine, 


to ever 10 1% of "wickedneſs,—the blaſphemy a- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, and a fully cordial unbelief 


and hatred of God, and an habitual indu'gence of 
themſelves in fin, only excepted, 2 Sam. xi Ad 
XXvi. 11. 1 Eings xi 2 Chron; xvi. and* xviii. and 
XXXIIi. 25. Mat, xxvi. 69,74. God alone knows, 
how far an hypocrite ' may go in appearances of 


(aint in appearances. of.. reigning wic · 


' 


o & TC 


believers, at laſt one particular luſt often: aps, 


/ 


£ 


oppoſition to the more ſpiritual exerciſes. of religion. 


In ſearching for marks of grace, and attempting to 
apply promiſes of pardon ia a conſiſtency with it, 
they obtain a kind of peace ot mind uoder it; 


their will frequently conſents to fintul acts, which 
proceed from it: they oppoſe it only, or «chiefly, 


with arguments drawn from the danger of i. 


Their heart is hardened under rational convictions 


of its  finfulne(s. They comply with the entice- 


ments of it, in oppoſition to alarming convictions 
and aftlictions, Kr. 2 Sam, xi; xi. 1 Kings xi. 
Such prevalence of any one particular luſt is ex- 


l e 8 f ; ; 
 tremely. hurtful. It daxkens the evidences of their 
_ gracious fincerity..: it daſheth their ſolid hopes of 


» 


victory over indwelling fin, and leads them to eſta - 


4 
F- 0 


5 I bliſh them vpon falſe. oundations it hardens their 
| © heart, and eng | 


heart, and renders the negle& of religious duties 
ealy ; or. renders the performance of them careleſs. 


and uppcofitable * it hipders their exerciſe of faith, 


8 


and ſenſe of God's love, and their familiar fellow. 
 thip with him: it wounds the beart of Chriſt, and 
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8 in the. mori iſvation of it. 233 
grieves his Spirit: it hinders. God's gracious an- 
ſwering of their! prayers, and their ſpiritual flou 3 | 
riſhing in his way, or beiog uſeful. to others. 1. 4 j || 
unfits them for death, 2 Sam. xi; xii, 1 Kings, = 18 
: Chron» xvi. Pſa. li. and"Ixviii, 18. mi } 
Through believers pride of, former vitories' over | ad 
Gofol luſts; and through their vnwatchfulneſs 0- _—_ | 
ver the firſt motions of-luſts and tem tations+z) and, 1 
deglect of immediate application to hriſt's word, 
blood and. Spirit for eſtabliſhment; 4 and throug 1 
their improper oppoß tion of fa iu their ou ſtrength, 
—vwith their kuowſedge rather than their affectlon, 1 
or in an indolent or legal manner, —or chiefly to 
procure their own honour. avg comfort, — one or 
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ciſes of religion; — incopſtant ſenſe of the need 
Jeſus? blood and Spirit, or little care to apply them; 
pleaſure. and delight in remembering former idols; 
much inward grief and pain for the loſs of idoliz 

ed creatures little feeling of the power, Pollution 

and motions ofindwelling ſuſts; much anxious per 
turbation of mind concerning che guilt of fin, and 
events of providence; habitual un willingoeſs. to die, 
and the like are awtultvidencas gf much F in 
mortifcutiom, aud of th great Frevaleney of none | 
Jing: corruptions, EZ E. Weit. 19 Ila. wii 17. Mat. i 
Riv.) 3.—03 che other hand, chu 20 vigordus and ha- 
bitual application of Clirits word. "IS, and Spi- 
rit much aboundisg in the exerciſe of faith, ve | 
humility, and ſuch' other implanted graces, as are 
moſt * and deſtructive to our principal, pre · 
N e e ann 


on of 


234 3 0 — an, 
dominant, or beloved luſts remarkable decreaſe 
ot the diſtarbance given by our inward corruptions 2 
to the more ſpiritual exerciſes of religion; an in- 
ereaſing inclination to live on God's word, and pro- 65 
mote the, honour: of Chriſt and his free grace; a 
gro ing inſight into, and hatred of indwelling luſts; tr 
much grief in remembering former pleaſure and 
delight in fo, are ee marks ef mereaf ng mort: 11 5 H 
tion of. it. r 
The eee oy "indwelling ein ovght to be 00 
' VERY EARNESTLY. ſtudied, God hath ſolemnly 2 
required it. We cannot be conformed to him, or 
| Hold fellowſhip with him without it. Chriſt came fo 
into che world, that he might deſtroy the works il 
of the devil. The Holy Ghoſt and all our ſpiritual 15 
privileges axe given to us, in order to promote it. 
in, by every one of its motions, labours to have, Ml P! 
or fix its abſolute and eternally ruinous dominion 
over our ſoul. The apvanTacE of an earneſt 
. "ave evangelical ſtudy of mortification is very great. 
Alt increaſeth our knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, in his 
. perſon, offices, righteonſneſs, and grace, and of 
the deceitfulneſs and deſperate wickednefs of our fie 
heart, and of the ſubtlety and power of Satan :—it of 


Hacreaſeth our hatred of fin, and-promotes our vic- ne 
ory over temptations :—it manifeſts our intereſt in Un 
1 Chriſt, and conforms us to his image. It in- ke, 


troduceth much .pleaſaot fellowſhip with bim on 
earth, and renders. us remarkably uſeful to thoſe Ml ,-- 
around. us, and ripe for. -heaven.——The NEGLECT 
of | mortification. is very Purtfu/. It hardens our big 
| Heart, and invigorates our luſts. It darkens the e- 17 
Udegce of our gracious fincerity, and weakens our A 
bope of eternal -happinefs. It provokes God to 
-withbols his direction, preſervation, gracious and by 
comfortable influences from us; or even to blaſt 
our gifts. It often occaſions men's falling into ſcan- | 
dalous crimes, Col. iii. 5. 2 Pet. ii. 7.. 1 John iii. 8. 5 
: Rom. vi 1 — AI Rom. vil. 2er ie 
5 1 call 


in the mortification of it. 233 
2 Cor. xli, 1,9, 21, 2 Sam. 21; Ai 1 Kings xi. 
1 Chron. xvi; xvili. and xxxii.'25; Matth. xxvi, 


STO. 


15 py mortification of fin, the Spirit'of God and 
true believers in Chriſt are the PRINCIPAL &GEN TS. 
In the glaſs of God's law, and death of his Son, the 
Holy Ghoſt diſcovers the nature, pollution, gailt 
and danger of fin, and fills them with grief on ae - 


count of it. He reveals Chriſt and his fulneſs, as 


ſufficient, ſuitable, and given by Gad in the goſpel for 
their relief, and enables their heart to truſt in him 
for it. He applies him in his death and reſurrecti- 
on to their ſoul, for the deſtruction of their fin ;— - 
and, from his fulneſs, conveys new ſupplies of ſav- 
ing grace, 'to- oppoſe indwelling fin, and take the 
place of it in their nature. He renders word and 
ſacraments'effe<&ual means of applying Chriſſ's righ= 
teouſneſs and grace to their heart, for weaning it 
from ſin, ſelf, and the world. By his powerful in- 
terceſſion in them, he haſtens forward their ſpiri- 
tual furniture, affiſtance and victories. He ſancti- 
fies their afflictions, and makes them uſeful means 

of diſcovering God's diſpleaſure with their fiuful- 
neſs, and of diſcovering the inſignificancy of temp- 


word, —and of exciting their diverſified graces to 
% 6 wet Ee, 
Believers the-nſelves muſt mortify their indwelling _ 
lofts. THROUGH THE SPIRIT, This work is al- 
figned,to him in their redemption. They have no 
natural inclination or ſtrength for it themſelves. — 
The ordinances of the goſpel have no influence to- 
wards the deſtruction of fin, but as he works in, and 
by them, and through them, conveys Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his bload and grace into their Heart. In their . 
mortification of ſin thrcugh the Spirit, believers muſt 
{1.) Carefully avoid all ſpeaking of peace to their con · 
feience, when he doth not ſpeak it. Alt peace pro- 
duced by preſumptu 8 or legal application of di- 


o ; } 
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ting objects, and of making them attentive to big 
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vine 8 which is ad on ale o 
prayers, reſolutions, or virtuous inclinations or 
dceds, inſtead of che blood of Chriſt; as the only 
atonement for fin;—or; | which doth not lead out 
to much ſelf · abaſement before God, refignation to 
his will, and conformity to his image, earneſt defire 
of familiar fellowſhip-with bim, and delightful, and 
earneſt, and univerſal regard to all his command- 
ments, harden the heart in ſin, turus the grace of 
Sod into licentiouſneſs, grieves the: Holy Gbol}, 
and draws on perplexity and confuſion on tbe n. 
Acience, whenever it becomes awakened. 42.) Gare: 
1 avoid all grieving, reſiſting and guenching of the 
Holy Spirit, through indulgence of any particular 
8 oppoſition of his convictions, illuminations, 
ickenings and conſolations, or coveting his ſen- 
fable-comforts more than his ſanctifying influences, 
Sor, through covetouſbeſs of earthly things, car- 
nal ſecurity, and ſpiritual ſloth, provoking him - 
withdraw his ſtriving influences, Eph; 30. 
Theſſ. v. 1 9: Nay, they muſt carefully Folly chen mn bi 
influences, in readily receiving them, in being ex- 
cited by them. and in earneſtiy deſiring and ſeek- 
ing after further degrees and meaſures of them, &c. 
2 «) They muſt aim at the ſame end with the Holy 
, even the glory of God, as reconciled in Chriſt, 
Ain the utter deſtruction of their ſin and hence 
diy? improve all his means of word. ordinances, 
or providences,. in order to obtain this epd. (4.) 
Depending on the Spirit as given by Chriſt in bis 
_  promile, 10 work all their r work in them, 
they mult v½ the fame f vangelical methods of morti. 
bee which he dirtet 5 and no ee ge or 
| . al. 8 
Thu 019 As * 1 Gboſt, "ol nib): them 
to Chriſt, as made of God unto them wiſdom, righ- 
teouſneſs, ſanctification and redemption, juſtiſies 
9 e ** 1 e their 
4 | endeavours 


I 


Kd ” nA 3 [=] > 


# 


righteouſneſs imputed, and powerful regeneration 
after his image. Thus the death of fin is iufallibly 


ſecured through Chriſt's being their ''huſband _ 
life-;—the curſe of the law, which is the ſtre 

ol ſio, is removed the divine perſons and 7 2 5 
tions are immutably engaged to aſſiſt aud ſuceeed 
them in their conflicts with fin, — the throne of their, 
heart is given to Chriſt ;—a principle of hatred to 
| fin, —an army of graces to oppoſe it, are implanted = 
and infallibly preſerved. Without this, all appa - 
rent oppoſition to ſin, is but an hatred of the juſtice 
and holineſs: of God for anne xing terrible puniſni- 
ments to ſin, and is improven to divert men from 


their preper exerciſe of entering by Chriſt as the 


true door and gate, the way, the truth and thelife. 


Every attempt to mortify fin, muſt therefore begin 


in a believing reception of Chriſt, as freely offered | 
in the goſpel, 1 Cor. * 39; Col. li. 6. John xiv. 6;, 
and . Hoes 
(2.0) As the Holy Ghoſt duced bis Porte. 

ing influences by deep convictions of the true nature 
of ſin, particularly indwelling corruption, unbelief, 
beloved luſts ; ſo believers, by viewing theſe things 
in the glaſs of God's law, and of the ſufferings of 
_ Cliriſt as their own Saviour, - muſt Jabotic to have 
a a deep and evangelical conviction of their nature 

and aggravations;,, how contrary. they are to the 
holy law, the infinitely pure nature; and unbound». 


ed free grace and honour ot God how. contrary 


they are to the whole work of redemption; and to 
the implanted graces. and influences pf the Holy 
Ghofl ;-—and how they hinder or defile every du- 
ty of religion. —Svch/ deep convittion is neceffary to 
make us apprehend- the greatneis of the love of the 
divine perſons in our falyation;—to maniteſt the 
abſolute. need of (God's almighty power and grace 
= accompliſh the — af ſin 10 render 


in e mortfiation of it 237 


endeavours to mortify their luſts, in ſpiritual union 
with Chriſt, free and full juſtification through his 
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ED 238 0 Indwelling Sin, ; FRE 1” 
Tm WO ROT EY! under. the higheſt attainment in holineſs me 
and comfort, —jealous and diffident of ourſelves, fre 


and watchful againſt luſts and temptations. —In 5 
our endeavours after this deep ſenſe of fin, we ought ex 


carefully to obſerve, Whether the ſymptoms of par- tic 


ticular luſts in us be very dangerous or not; whe- fin 


ther theſe luſts appeardeep rooted in habit or cuſtom, mi 


and cheriſhed by our natural temper z—as theſe in 


| ſymptoms exceedmgly aggravate their finfulneſs, — an 
give Satan great advantage againſt us, and manifeſt, ſer 
that there is need of much ſolemn faſting and prayer, W pr 
in order to our obtaining relief, Hag. Fo 55 7. Lam. be 
ni. 40. Zeph. ii. 1. Mat. xvii. 1172. q i 


8 As the Holy Ghoſt earneſtly aims 57 he "A 2 
u of the whole body of ſin, particularly of pr 


vnbelief and beloved luſts;—fo muſt believers, in ni 
their ſtudy of mortification. That is neceffary ro MW ar 
- manifeſt their ſincerity, — to encourage them to em- th 
ploy him as their aſſiſtant, and to render the mor- P. 
tiſication of other particular luſts more caſy All 
attempts towards partial mortification proceed from tk 
the corrupt principle of ſelf-love,—manifeſt hypo- ti 
eriſy. encourage the indulgence or fulfilment of e: 
other luſts. —and provoke God to give us up to be cl 
e- by them, Rom. vii. 14. 24. wo 
(84) As the Holy Ghoſt hathalway all their lots, is 
| and even every motion, occaſion, or connexion there - tl 
of, naked and open before him z—ſo believers, hav- Wl & 
- inp their heart endowed with the ſaving knowledge al 
5 910 od, and a filial awe of his holineſs and majeſty, 4d 
and daily receiving and improving Chriſt as made of 0 
Sod unto them wisDon,—ought watchfully.co p 
obſerve what occaſions have been, or may be, im- . 
proven by their luſts, for their conception and birth t 
of actual fin, and avoid all entanglement therein, as Ee 
a criminal an dangerous making of proviſion 19 5 g 
theſe luſts They muſt take conſtant beed, that fl 
their eyes, and other bodily ſenſes, admit no ob- y 


15 jeative * to fin. They n improve e; 
| very 


4 


| in the mortification of i. 5 239 
very occaſioual advantage againſt fin to the utter - 
moſt. And, as the very firſt motions of fin, ſpring 
from, and ſtrengthen corrupt natpre, — break the 
whole law of God, defile their ſoul in his ſigbt. 

exclude the motions of indwelling grace in propor- b 
tion to their prevalence, and prepares the way for 
ſinful acts, hinder fellowſhip with God, unfit their 
mind for holy duties, harden and ſtupify their heart 
in fin, render their conſcience polluted, partial 
and untender,—and are very apt to eſcape unob- 
ſerved and unoppoſed lt is extremely neceſſary to 
prevent them, — by a holy jealouſy over our own 
heart, and an earneſt and evangelical ſtudy to keep 
it conſtantly i in a tender, lively, and heavenly frame; 
—or, to'' repreſs them, when they have not been 
prevented ,—by hating: and abhorring them, - mour- 


ning over them, —erying to God to ſtifle them, - 


and in the ſtreogth of Chriſt bending their heart to | 
the contrary gracious exerciſes, Rom. vii. 14,24 
Palm xix. 12. Gal. v. 17, 24. 1 Cor. xv. 8. 


( 5.) As the Holy Ghoſt provides and puts ads. , 1 


them the whole armour of God, for the mortiſica- 
tion of fin; ſo believers muſt take it to them, and 
earneſtly improve it againſt indwelling fin, in much 
the fame manner as againſt the temptations of 82- 
tan. The Loop or RIGHTEOUSNESS of. Chriſt. 
is remarkably uſeful in the mortification of fin, —as 
therein is diſcovered the true and aggravated nature 
df fin, as againſt an infinitely high und holy law 
and nature of God, our creator, preſerver and re- 
deemer; and as againſt the redeeming love and life 
of the great God our Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt. By its 
purchaſing influence, it employs all the divine per- 
ſons and perfections, in an, almighty exertion 
themſelves for the deſtruction of Ain": Being appli- 
ed to our conſcience as exhibited and given in the 
goſpel by faith, it renders it pure andi tender, in- 
flames our heart with an hatred of ſin, and con- 
| wy a e e OG bon 3 
e N 


e 
1 N 


4 
——— — 
9 — — 


— — 


— 


po yy 
* — — — — — — — 2 — r vx — — - _ — 
"Oe . > — — — — wand: — * * 1 W =» 2 — a h 
toy, iron > = 5 * 2 Y — — CE — ˙ Oe ROI —— — = — — _ — - 
ſpew oe . 2 — - "A 2 2 La _ AS — * + — - * S = 
> * — — 8 3 - - 2 —— * — — 2 — =: Wo = ” — rr n 
- J © - 2 * — 2 4 3 — Y RT I ERR 
1 * a 
ow 2 
_ hs Em * * Y W * by = 2 * 
£ - 4 — — — — — $4 — a 


— —ͤ—ͤ— 


— 
— — 


— * 
— 2 — 


* 


r 
n 


— _—— = 
Tame | — — 


- 
3 
— — > — APR 
4 > > 8 
—— —— — 


— . —j4— . — 
* =_ . 5 — 
+ 


Lene er ů ů ů — ů ů B ů 
= 


„ ³ĩAlA X 
and wil. 6, 25. G. N. WS. a Te worn 
ofzGokzis fende e meftif BIN öt 0, J. 
_  exhe{y{difqovers.1thEl] nature, forms defd Aggrävati. 

onbraf im llandechrsdghi ft, Jeſus bfobd, 
| _ or-hitaſelfas def Sd te rid for Willi, 
| righwouſttaſagclaodbificaion;i'nhe reientption!! js 
mae fullyvland\lollys: applitdto-thet Net, fur 

ED devil, t John f. 


 clinxtioniand:ebili:yito oppoſe and mortify fint=s.-" 


0 baxdngſs of heart let them apply Waek, l 
. oh EA KAVi. 26. > Cor, v. 19h p 
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. perſtitious inclination, let them apply FA UXRI 33s! - 
| WW Ezck: xxxvi. 27. Ha. xxx. 22 We Xii. 33. Iſaiah 
vill. 20. Rev. xxii. 18, 19. If plagued with blaſ- | 
phemous thoughts, let them hv Fer xxxii 38.— 3 
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vith levity and unfixedneſs of heart, let them apply 
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25. and lv. 7 and lvii. 17. 18. Exod. xxxiv; 6, 7. 
Mic. vii. 18, 19- 1 John i. 7. If plagued with in- 
ward grief and diſquiet, let them appiy Iſa. Xl. 1, 2. 
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12 5 E ph. H. 7. Ae xr“ 35; Pfſalm Þxviii, 
Jt: 850 ii e Heb. vi. 29. John vi. 


Fi 1. Xi, 26, Luke xix. 10 Marth. ix. 13. 
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5 Ws e -rſans have may and powerful mo. 

the gat ene nr rity t6 lay bold an Jeſus Chrift 
aud bis falvati freely; Offered to them, which they 
| E 2 fericully to cofilider,” "As a mieao of conveying 
his influences into their heart, uch as, the great - 
neſs of their ſinfulneſs, "wifery, and danger in their 
preſent ſtate ;j—the'-emptineſs, / vöſuftableneſs and 


2 


mort duration of earthly enjoyments, which render 
_ them not ovly an unfit r for, but enfbarieg to 


_ their: ſoul ne -balenefs, vileneſs, thamicfulnefs, 


1 kurtfuleſs of fin; and the true honor; profic 
aud plcafure of holineſs ;the! Me wper dg wer, 


bis inboite mercy, Kindneſs,” and delight in faving 
men; che ivexpreſſible” folly; ft gratitude,” wieked- 


ness and danger of: rejeing him; the free 


inviting men, "pretifely* 'as* fiiful*and miſerable,” 
in the 45 oheft degree 7 Gur babehr g | 
lite reße om; n, if lie fo fulneſs and ext anfwet 


. ot the pro 
Nevertheless, as Satan ipdtheir own in - 


. 


: - Snelling lufis „aby fraud and force, put all. poffible 
bars i The way: of mend converfion'to God; many 

a Fi ertbarn 
3 | 


ws Ha 4 
V2 * 


are-brought to'the ſpiritual birth; und yer 
again, but'reft inſurbiattdinihents! a fall ln 


_—and, Tuck uy are leffectually converted, are ap 


bended by Jeſüs Obrift, when, through the — + | 


tion of their eortuptiong by che holy law of God, 
they are at their very worſt,” Matt. xi. U n 


5 mh hd 5. Ha ME * . vii, 8.—5 3— 


3 e 75 Ra oF, beta ns . 9 85 ee . 2 1s hh 
A e 2 
- 7 « 4 , 4 > - . . < 2 
* " I 2.4 1 N i — 


7 
— © 24 — 5 7 
2 * - n 8 
v- "AZ 838, __—.. - 
5 . WY pts 
» 7 * % 


— 


ES 
* 
U 


9 0 iu bb 5 n 


2 HR. 6, 1. Mic. vii. 18, 19, 2 Cor. v. 
1 Core f. 30. 2 Cor. v. 17. i; 80 ü. 


| dee and ſuitableteſs of Chiftde%8. 1 , 


enten - 
„ earpelt, and often repeated cally of the goſpel, 


i: ablo- 
romiſes to every particulariperſon” and 


1 


PX py 
2 4 . 


zs therefore manifeſt, that their egeneration and 
couverſion muſt be whally owing te che ſpperabun- = 
dant difplays of God's infinite wiſdom, pager and 
grace, Rem. viii. 7, 8. John vi, 44. Eph. i. Ate: . 
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I. The work of the Holy Gbolt in drawing elect 
eſlectually perſuading and (enabling. every. one.of oo 
them to reſt on him alone for ſalvatiop, and imme. 
giately ilfuerh in a perfect change of their ſlate, and | 
univerſal change of their nature, 2 Cor. v. 17,21. 


1 8 
: 


Gal. vil 15 but it js very different in circumſtan- 


"50 


ces. Some are ſanctified from the wamb, or, at 
| Jeaſt; hen we cannot diſcern how there can be any 
inſtrumentality of the word in the - regenerating 
Fork. Others are ſuddenly converted in their dy- 
ing moments; Luke i. and xxiii. 42, 43s. | Some 
hade fudden and violent pangs of conviction before 
they be. con verted. Acts ii. 37. and xvi, 30. O- 
ches are ſo: quickly.captivated, by dilcoveries of 
christ and his love; that their conviction and-rege- - 
neration are almoſt contemporary, Luke xix. 1 
1 o. John iv. 26, 297 Acts xvi, 19. Others are ve 


ry gradually brought 40 Cbailt, through memifold 
c dvictiobs and ſpiritual allyrements,—God's Pre: 
paratory work in their foul continuing for months, 
er years; amidſt which many ſleepings and back. 
tlidings mingled with occaſional awakenings and re? 
coveries are found.——Sometimes, for the more re- 
markable embittering of fin, to thole who have 
been guilty of groſs wickedneſs — for rendering 
Chriſt more precious to their ſoul z for training 
them up to reſignation under, fore troubles zor, 
for qualifying them 10 be ſympathizing afliftants o 
wounded fpirits, God brings men through very ters 
rible pangs of conviction and tempratio n. — In 
ſome, eſpecially thoſe that are converted from grofs 
ümpieties, the operations of the Spirit of * d are ſo 


— 


_ powerful. 
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rime of -t Soverfion Cynon, 
Ig stke A, articularly thoſe that have had) a reli - 
gicus clucation,” the conviticidg and alluring work 
Wo early begun, is carried on ſo gradually, that 
- who experience it, ſcarcely know WHEN it 
_ firſt eggs rech and renewed their heart; or, when 
che fand a work ſucceeded God's preparations for it. 
e me; the work is Io diſtinct, that they can 
Aid Adern hbw the Holy Shot ſwept away or" 
NE Ning refuges; ad by diſtinct ſtrokes cut 
| them of from their natural root. and united them 
to Chriſt; and how their foul ated vader bis in- 
venice, ty giving uß wich al their falſe confiden- 
< $ and in receiving Chriſt in anſwerableneſs to 
t whe need; In others,” the work is carried on 2 
iat foch: darkneſs and confuſton; that they are 
led, 4, blind and often reel and ſtagger ke drun- 
| © Fen meh at their wits end g and henes are incapable; 
__ _ of judp ing bow their heart is affected or acts : or. 
A che work was truly ſabing or not or e- 
bi. weeks it be the Spirit of God or Satan as an 
el of light. hat was dealing with them 
5 710 the experience of ſueh perſons aS are gradu · | 
Z ay! converted'to' Chriſt, Fuch things as the follows 
Jos ing 'are bftef, if not bfdinaril 1 errable Hay- = 
ing perhap s alared their eee gary by 3 ä 
ircuble, or copvergon of tome "neighbour, or by 
.. hair own Aff kids, or even their falling into fore 
grols fin, the. Spirit of Cod applies to it ſuch ſerip · 


8 tures as "convince them, that all their former at- 


mainments were but af; er of ſier.—He ftirs them 
vp to'an' earneſt” 'concery for their eternal falvation 
And by the goſpel gives them ſome views of the pof - 

| HObiliry of it. By gradual-diſcoveries of the ſpiruu- 

ality aud extent 15 God's Taw, and of abe viene 

. Nas their" felt, A _ of the vanity of 


ol ſome, whom they coptemned- 
word of che goſpel, ſhews them the perſon, offices, 
and. inffnite fulneſa of merit and Spirit of Cheiſt, 
and bis infinite all-ſufficiency and exact ſuitablenels 
to their circumſtantiated cafe, —and/ſhews ahem, . 

nature, names, and relations of God as 725 


io receive and reſt on him .alon 
8 cr, wn gs ins; ar, 148 of 


7 2 — alone, * Tim, Fac. oo 1 


th: IM ut 91 #1 Der tet, 328 1 
1 


grace —and- how uohappy they are in ebompariſon 


nful. — 
for ſalvation, as 
therein offered to them ; —ſhews-them the inſini . 


He ſhews them their goſpel. warrant, 6 


a them our to — 1415 ww 3 on kms 
Aud to fervent ea fps Yr the ner of bp pro 2 


| From the Gaſt. moment of heir Ik 
n to, Chriſty. the. happy Ga. of hell jevers is £7yall 


Fe riſect and fixed. . But, 10 ſpirit tual trame or RY 

dition is extremely. changead Frei 0. KONG 7 and exerciſe 
their graces zt. make a remark 

teen heaven and earth zg 10 J his own wil- 

| dom, POE and love, in -makiog,, CONtrAry, con iti-⸗ 

2 promote the ſame end to tr ain up. his chil- 


ren "hy Rene 1. lüge them to look above 


= os N frame 


» | -\ 


"He Wars One to n 3 toolifhly = | 

wickedly they have acted in xefuling dhe Lord Jes 
ſus and his ſalvation, and in abuſing: and trampling. 
on many precious offers and. opportunities of his 


He, throngh the 
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-ames and c dame himſelf, who what ol. things 
work for their 1 ;—to make them duely prize 


nud ie, 8. and xlii- 6,.9- and xxx. 6. Job ixxili. 3, 
8, 9. and xiii. 1 P um ARRvi. % 1 Jobn iii 1. 
Mic. vii. 18, 19. Gal. Ii. 20. 2 Gow. v. 14, 15 Song 
ii. 37. Plak eviii. 16. and xviii- 1.3. and xci. 
. 2. Zech. Lili. 9. Song ii. 16. John xx. 28 ⁰aiah 
_ xxxili 19. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. Pfalm xxxi, 19. and 
,cxix, 49, 50. and xxvi. 8. and IXxxiv. 1, 2, 10. and 
2 1. and Alfi. 4. Song ii. 8. and vili. 3. Plalm 
xi. K, 2. nod Ixil, 1, 2, Exod.' Xuxiv. 9: Geneſis 
XXIII. 12, 26 Matth. Xv. .21,—28, Pialm xlv. 1, 2. 


0 


6. and cxliv.—cl. Ia. Xil. 13. 2 8am. 


= 


| 5 J er . XXX. 3. Gen xTviii- 3-—with Fial i . 5 


5 and wil. 1,16. and Ixxvil. 1.9. and Ixxxviii. 


Kings Ai. 2 Chron. xvi 3 xviii. and xxxii. 25. Mat. 
. 69,—74. in which ee like forms | 
5 are exemplified. 

..) He he, them dir unt e ſereni- | 
v of mind, pleaſant freedom from angry challen- 
ges, aud compoſed reſting in himſelf, in the view 


bk every event, however gloomy.— Anon be ſo plun- 


geth them into trouble, that all his waves and bil- 


| lows ſcem to paſs over them. | Without are fight- 


lags, and within are fears. God bimſelf hides his 
face from them, frowns on them, and his terrors 
make them afraid, and arro vs ſtick faſt in their ſoul. 


Satan ſolicits, | harraſſeth and treads them under his 


feet. Inward cortuptions and plagues fearfully pre- 
'vail. The world contemns, reproaches and perſe · 
cutes them. Scarcely any thing ſeems to remain, 


but a fearful looking for of FOO: and _ in 3 


> N to deſtroy SS 


— 


8 nd improve. his favours, he often /ift- 
poor up; and carb them down again, Pal. cii. 10. 


aud xvi. 38. and Ire. 16. and xuvi, 7, 8 and 
11.1. 

ili. . IIa. lv. 24, 2 5. Gal, vi. 14. 1 John i. 3, 
Silt ai Min. and xxx. 7 and xlii. 4, 9, 10. 


5 Rom vii. 14,—24. 2 Cor. Wi. 7, 2 Sem. xi; Ai. 1 
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(2) He gives them elear and delightful views of, 


— 64: 5 OE 
K 2 
1 
1 
8 ; 


himſelf and his truths. Ja his light they ſee light. - 
and walk in the light of, his countenance. . They en- 
joy a pleaſant and extenſive and appropriating inſight. 


into the. wylteries of divine perſons and perfections, 


as. manifeſted in Chriſt, and of the myfteries of the 
jon By it ;—and into their 
ſtances Anon, he 
cafts them dewn-into thick darkneſs. Under the beſt 
means of inſtruction, they have nothing but ignorant, 
indiſtinct, carnal and milhapen-views of divine things, 
and walk gropping as bind men, not knowing What. 
is preſented to them; Where EF: are; What TE 


duty anſwerable to their cl 


do, or ought o do. 


(3+) In litfing them Ups he heds ok his love i in | 
their heart, and ſo inflames and arreſts it by his influ-- 
ence, that no temptations. of Satan, ſolicitations of 
the world. or even aſſaults of indwelling luſts can; 
draw it aſide from contemplation thereof; and it is 


even a trouble to bring it down to oeceffary worldly 


buſineſs, or to-converſe with imperfect ſaints on ſpi- 
ritual ſubjects.— Anon, their bearts being deprived of 


the conſtt aining influence of his love, becomes ſo 


looſe and uoſtable, that they cannot keep it a moment. 


fixed to any ſpiritual object: but multitudes of vain, 


A ignorant, proud, legal, onbelieving, blaſphemous, | x 
laſcivious, malicious.or Sov OURS, crowd 1 into, 25 


: and fill it; 
(4) In lifting Foes 1. 55 by bis word and Spi- 


5 neh ives them the molt full aſſurance that he is their 


Saviour, Huſband, Father, Friend, Phyſician; God, 
and ALL in ALL ; and enables them by faith boldly to 


claim him as ſuch, without any heſitation or doubt. 
Anon, he plungeth them into ſuch uncertainty and be 
doubting, that they dare not claim any. ſpecial inte- 


reſt in him, ſtrongly doubt, or even deny, that they 


have any; aud carefully ſearch for argements to con- . 
firm 0. in their fears that N e 22 nor t 5 
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258 / Spiritual Experiences, - 
vil be beit God; and even reſiſt the Spirit, if he at · 
tempt to teſtify the contrary to' their conſcienge, 

(5:) He lifts them up, in granting them manifeſta- 
tions of the heavenly glory, and of their infallible and 
eternal enjoyment of it, till their ſouls be altogether 
tranſported with defire after, delight i in it, and grate- 
ful admiration of his kindneſs in preparing it for them. 

- —Anon, they arep lunged into ſuch i ignorance, confa- 

| ion and fear, that all that glory becomes to them as 

4 ſealed book, or as a tale that hath been told; and 

death appears doubifal, if not infinitely dangerous to 

them. . rs 

(6.) He He ſometimes ive them ſuch boldneſs of faith, 
"ha without fear or ſtaggering, they can appropriate 
to themſelves every promiſe of the new covenant, — 
Joyfully draw water out of theſe. wells of ſalvat ion, and 
- ſuck theſe breafts of conſolation, with the moſt de- 
 Tightful pleaſure and freedom. Anon, they are ſo ſha- 
| Ken, that they ſcarcely know, where to fix their hold. 
Every promiſe appears to have ſomething i in it, which 
_ forbids them to touch it. If, in trouble or other wiſe, 
they attempt to meditate on, or pray over promiſes, 
even ſuch as they formerly found ſweet to their ſoul, 
they find them like Ni rocks, My . and wells 

| without Water 

.) Sometimes be fo fealts them i in bis goſpel or- 
dig that the frequent return of Sabbaths, facra- | 
ments, ſermons, family, ſocial. or fecret worſhip, is 

Ss = delight... | Beforchand, they have God's preſence 

fſcecured. In it, their hearts are delightfully arreſted 

-— the manifeſtations of his glory and love: tempta- 

tions, luſts, and voin though 4 are powerfully. reſtrain- 

ed: : implanted graces flouriſh, and act in a moſt vi- 

gorous manner; aud their whole foul is raviſhed with 

the moſt ſweetand familiar fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt. 

Hence they conceive an holy averſion from returning 

_ . xo worldly buſineſs, or have a deep impreſſion of the 

Lord's preſence-and kindneſs in the performance of it. 


; Amos, While the * 2 tumſelf, the moſt de- 
| | SE IO 
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relative to 3 een „ 29 


A. | lightfol ordinances of the goſpel become as dry breaſ ies ll 
and a miſcarrying womb, the approaches of them ap- e 


la. pear a trifle, a burden, or a terror: believers go up bil 
nd to them without any impreſſed promiſe of Chriſt's 19 
her going before, or meeting them there. While they 11 
© | attend, inward levity, careleſsneſs, legality and un- | il 
Y belief prevail. Hence they return diſcouraged, per 
th haps reſolved agaioſt future attendance,—or ſinfully N 
La ſatisfied with the.voice, geſture, method or manner 10 
nd of adminiſtration, ivſtead of fellowſhip with God. Ia " 


71 copſequence of repeated diſappointments, they be- 
come ſtrangely lifeleſs, or formal, qr even ready in 
part to neglect ordinances,—till violent temptations 
of Satan, terrible prevalence of inward luſts, preſſure | 
of outward troubles, or challenges of conſcience force. | 
them back to thew, _ 

(8.) Sometimes God. inflames their 00 fas Bo 
ſelf, and conformity to him, to an inexpreſſible de- 
gree- Their ſoul hupgers, longs, pants, cries, and TW 
follows hard after him. No diſcouragements check 
their ardour, and no enjoyments abate their deſire. 
When they find him, ſick of love, ihey hold him ang JI If 

Vill not let him go. Anon, they can neither pray, It 
ory, nor breathe after fellowſhip with, or conformity  FY 

to him: they ſcarcely know or care, whether they 1 


5 | find him. or not. Nay, though they have a rational © 
2 diſcernment of his abſence, they little regard, and 1 
8 cateleſsly ſeek after him; and almoſt. content them- | | 1 
* | ſelves with carthly enjoyments igſlead of him. 1 
. (809 .) Sometimes believers ate delightfully inflamed 1 
" |. with an holy and prudent zeal for the honour of Chriſt, 14 
a and welfare of his church. The zzal of his houſe cats Wi: 
. them up. The diſhonours of God, and deſoktions 
1 Zion fill them with inexpreſſible grief: Theyxx 
a would gladly ſpend and be ſpent, and not count their: 
3 life dear unto them, to have Jeſus-Chriſt exalted, and . JB] 


| His cauſe maintained and promoted on earth. Anon, = 
£ left to themſelves, they become ſo clfilh and luxe. 
| | | 


arm, that. if e obtain their own earthly. oy 1 


. 


1 os iritual unn 
ments or private edification, they care not what bes 
come of the public cauſe of Chiiſt and religion in their 
families, congregations, country, or world, orin the 

afterward. 
(to ) Sometimes he ſo fills their heart and mouth 

" with his praiſe, that they are marvellouſly ready and 
expert in high commendations of bim, and the me- 

thods of his grace. —Anon, ſinfol baſhfulueſs, confuſi- 

on, and careleſsneſs altogether unfit them for confe- 

. rence on ſpiritual ſubjects, and they are inclined to, 

or expert in trifliog, carnal, or reproachful diſcourſe; | 

11.) Sometimes they are delightfully lifted up a» 

bore confiding in ſenſible frames or ſpiritual comforts, 
and do truſt in, boaſt of, and glory ia the perſen,righ- 
teouſneſs, interceſſion, power and faithfulneſs of je- 

ſus Chriſt, as the infallible ſecurities and foundations 

of their forgiveneſs, acceptance with God, ſanctifica. 
tion, ſpiritual comfort, aud eternal happineſs, —nat- 

_ withſtanding their deepeſt guilt, and moſt dreadful 
temptations and troubles —Anon, their ſpiritual cou- 

rage and bopealtertas their in ward frames or outward 

lite do. 1 

20 ae God <neblech chow. to. e as. 

5; tio view'of their former gracious experiences, how 
"THERE and THEN he, in bis word and ordinances, 
appeared to them, (intimated the pardon of all their 

— tans, looſed all their bands, quickened all their graces, 
and made them fit down under Jeſus? ſhadow with 
great delight, and apply the fruits of his mediation as 

10 eet to their taſte. Anon, they loſe all diſtinct views 
of theſe experiences,” cannot diſcern whether they be 

te common or ſpecial wo ark. of the Holy Ghoſt, or 
ecven a Satanical delaſion. And ſometimes they be- 
come ftrabgely inder ent about knowing what they 

x r . 

WM˖hen belierers 2 are (favoured, with Pines! dats 
1 they ought carefully to examine them in all 
their circumſtances and fruits, that they may not af- 
; wag 2a _ nature BO 3 iu queſtion. they 
5 e — 


endes fo pirplening! debts; 6c 


> ovght to watch againſt all indulgence of pride, ido- _ 


lizing of frames, or ſudden plunging of themſelves in- 
to carnal company, or an hurry of worldly care or 
buſineſs. They ought to watch againſt temptations, 


pour forth fervent ſ upplications for the church, and 


prepare for perplexing troubles, 2 Cor, xiii. 5. Phil. 
| bij, 3. Matth. Kill. IN: and xxvi. Abs Sg” lil, Yu and 
err 85 Ecel. vil. „ 


IV. In their ſpir itual depths of difireſs, the A of 


Pallevers! is inexpreſſibly grievous. | Having loſt their 


_ wonted ſenſe of the Lord's kindneſs, and the pleaſant 
remembrance of their former æperiences of it, their 


mind is apt to be filled with perplexing views of their 
nnthankfulneſs to him, and with painful apprehenſi- 
ons of his wrath falling on them in ſpiritual, tempo- 


ral and eternal puniſhments, Meanwhile, Satan vio- 


lently tempts, and inward corruptions ſtruggle and 


prevail. Hence follows fearful diſpiritedneſs, ſtugj- 
dity, and inability either to act or ſuffer in the exer- 
cile of religion. The cleareſt manifeſtations of Chriſt 

in his glory, or of God in his love, can ſcarcely be re- 


_ membered, a: uch The preſent motions of their in- 
herent graces are ſo weak, and ſo mingled with ma- 
ny and powerful motions of ſin, as to be almoſt, if 
not wholly, undiſcernible by them. Their ſoul is in 
ſuch darkneſs: and confuſion; that ſelf examination 
cannot be comfortably managed. —Neverthelels, there 
remains an inward unwillingneſs to give up with all 


claim to Jeſus Chriſt; or hope or deſire of ſalvation 
through him ;—a paioful averſion from lying ſor ever 
under the power of (in, and being employed in hatiog _ 


and blaſpheming a Cod of infinite mercy and grace 
and an inward ſatisfaction, that others ſhould be ſav- 
ed by Chriſt to the honour of his mercy and blood, 
even though themſelves ſhould be joſtly and, 
_Plalmyvi; xiii; àxxVIii. — 3. 11, 12. 8 Ixzil 3 
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262 tf Spiritual Exjorienies, 
. Believers often fall into ſuch depths of ſpiritual diſ- 
dels, becauſe (1.) The covenant of grace makes no 
abſolute proviſion againſt their commiſſion of any par. 
donable ſin.— nor any proviſion for their continued 
conſolation, while they ly under the guilt of conici · 
ence waſting fins, Pſalm Ixxx x. 28. —385. Heb. Xii. 
6,11. Iſa. liv. 7,.— 11, and lvii. 17.—19. (2 
All their inward Juſts and corruptions continue in 
them all the days of their life ; and Satan conſtantly 
goes about ſeeking to devour them, Rom. vii. 14,— 
24. Gal. v. 17. 1 John i 8. 1 Pet. v. 8. The Lord, 
por his own boly and wiſe ends, gives them up occa- 
ſüoonally inte the prevailing power. of Satan and their 
Juſts, 2 Sam. xi. 7 Kings xi. 2 Chron; xvi. Matth. 
| .- xKxvi. 167, —74-, (.) Their on ſins, particularly 
their ſcandalous conſcience waſting fins their mif - 
behaviour under, or immediately after remarkable ma- 
nifeſtations of God's love — their rebellion under, or 
-ſeon after heavy afflictions; — their breaking away from 
clear convictions. of God's Spirit, or comfortable 
dawuings of the light of his countenance ;—their ſud- 
den forgeifulneſs of, and unthankfulgeſs for endearing 
tellowſhip with him ;—their neglect or miſimprove- 
ment of noted opportunities of enjoying, worſhipping 
and ſerving him; the unan{werableneſs of their heart 
; and life to their light and knowledge ;—the breaking 
out of old luſts which had been ſeemingly. dead.;— 
their indulgence of ſpiritual. deadneſs and es, 
and not exerciſing themſelves in their ſtation for the 
_ glory of God; — their want of tender ſympathy to- 
wards others; their abuſe of eminent gifts; their pre- 
ſumptuous: Gooing againſt ſpecial warnings, and the 
 Itke,—proveke. God to caſt them daun. Theſe their 
 - fins are /o much the more provoking to him, that they 
are commitied in oppoſition to the graciobs principles 
of holineis which he bath implanted in them, —and in 
= pegle&t and contempt of. the ready and full ſupplies of 
grace in Chriſt, offered to them. and in neglect and 
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minion of ſin. committing the ſin againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt, or even ſinning at all with their whole heart, . 


2 Sam. xii. 14. Hol. vii. 1 5. Iſa. Ivii. 17. Plat. IXxxv. 
8. Song v. 1 ,—6. with Gal. v. 17. Heb. ir. 14. —16. 
Jer. xkxii. 39, 40. 1 John iii. 9ũ9]. 


Ia theſe depths of ſpiritual ollotion Ca x 


neſs, no reaſoning from ſcripture grounds, no at- 
tempts to review former experiences and marks 


grace, — no attempts to exerciſe faith, or unriddle 8a- 


tau's temptations, will much avail to diſentangle the 
diſtreſſed, if they do not more and more entangle them, 
till the Lord himſelf return. 
(1.) Earneſtly to avoid all continuance in them, or in 
a perplexing ſenſe of ſin, as that will inſeofibly vafir 
them for religious duties ;—lead them into a heartleſs 
pining away in their fin ;—give Satan an opportunity 

to diſquiet their mind;—and entangle them in hard 
thoughts of God, and render them weary in waiting 
for him. (2) Carefully to avoid uſing improper 
means of relief, ſuch as legal reſolutions and attempts 
to yield obedience to the law as a covenant; —divert- 
ting of convictions and trouble by worldly buſineſs, 
"carnal company or mirth ;—ecxtenuation of their caſe 
or ſinful eauſes of it; —llight healing of their wounds 
by indolent, legal, or merely rational application of 
promiſes. (3. ) Carefully to attempt the diligent uſe 
of every proper mean of relief. They ought ſeriduſiy 


to, call to mind their former experiences, and how, 


and whence they have fallen; they anght to ſtudy a 
deep and conſtant ſenſe of their ſad condition, and” 
 thoughtfulneſs how to obtain proper relief —Thep", 
ought to ſtudy a deep and practical ſenſe of their ſinful 
conduct, —in its dreadfol nature and high eee 
as a rebellion againſt thelaw of their own reconcil - 
ed God, and contrary. to his nature, —as a'tramplioe 

on the redeeming love, and a new ſhedding the blood 
ok the. great God their Saviour, —and as a quenching, 
uw and gficving of he Holy Gboſt, by whom 
| | they 


the new covenant againſt their relapſing under the do- 


But it is their duty, | 
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; 264- ” 2 & Spifitual St. 
' they are ſealed up to the day ot redemption,—and: 7 | : 


confeſs and bitterly lament over it before the Lord: 
They ought to juftify the Lord in all that which hath 
come upon them, —abhor and condemn themſelves, — 
and earneſtly looking up to him for relief, and cloſing 
. ,_ with Chriſt by a new act of faith, to embrace and 
reſt on his promiſe of pardon and deliverance, Pfalm 
: XXXViii. 17. Rom. vii. 14,20. Zech. xii, 10. 73 f 
A. 5. Job xxxiii. 27, 28. and xl. 4. and xlii. 5, 6, 
F< Exck. xxXV1i, 25,—32. Iſa. lvii. 17,—19> © | , 
| 
| 
| 


In delivering his people out of their ſpiritual depths, . 
tte Lord gradually works up their ſoul to a more full, 
=: free, and unlimited reſiguation to his will —He ren- 
= ders them chiefly concerned about the power of their 
1 indwelling ſins —and afraid of their wounds being ) 

.. Cloſed before the corrupt matter be purged our —He 
ſecretly conveys refreſhing ſtrength into their ſou] — 
Ilie calls off Satan aſſoon as his commiſſion is expired. 
.. — He gives them clearer and more affecting views of 
| ſpiritual things. and of their own plagues, and the 
means of deliverance, Judges X. 15. 2 1 5 xii, 9. - 
aud iv. 6. Pſalm cxxxviii. 1,2. 
After their deliverance, he PEN them?” io the re- 
view of their diſtreſs, to obſerve how tearfully they 
ſinned under it, —in hard thoughts of God; in fret- 
 _ ting againſt his diſpeuſations ;—io ſetting limits to his 
power and grace; in obſtinate adhering to raſh con · 
cluſions drawn from their troubles ;—in readineſs to 
entertain every ſuggeſtion contrary to their true com- 
fort ;—in averſion from, or indolence in ſtretching out 
their withered hand at Chriſi's call;—and. in grieving 
of bis Spirit by reſiſting | his ſupporting and comforting 
influences, Job xxxiii, 29, 28. Ezck. xxxvi, 31, 32. 
ie makes them alſo to obſerve bis formerly un- 
perceived kindneſs to them in their trouble. —in his 
unſeen ſupport of their ſpirits under it ;—in his giving 
them pleaſant breathings and intervals that. might re- 
3 Wr * Ws new ' confi as. ; in HG them 
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frok bs. cordials ls by his w rd 3 —in \ giving ter 
en e e als by of iheit trouble is keeps 3 
em in Jomettemper in theinxtremitics in 
5 it 's continued ſympathy | with them, Lam. Iii. 
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i rea bebe rplexing difireſſes are ol a i 
to 185 ders 15 theme as managed hs 4 
ous „their ous concerns ber ſet in a el =4 
light 1 evangel lic. e Go, and god! 
en „ Are; increalec i their f ouls are more. 
band et e God and mea ;- 2 lore ar tym, . 
pathy ce fouls, particulariyf uch as bearCt eilt 
image, is drawn. gut; their, holy awe of God in his 
word, and. providences is increaſed their hatred-of 


8 in #46, 4 


fin is. firengthetied and. inflamed ;—forctaſtes. * 
| their future 1 gccaſioned ;—their hearts are 
tuned. to praiſe 
receive the ieee 
-and to, rejoice in. ie ie "They are taught io put 
a a juſt value . tbe ogg time, and excited to. 
lag for * heav SM ob pert E 
| and Rix, 67, 71. Hcb. Ki. 6 —1 Lk 2 Cor. v. 17 * 


eternal ſtate, —> 
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Ction, Plalm xciv:'1 5 
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Tier rad hath marked iniquity againſt them, ſo their 

view of e aa great forpiver, is firſt in order td 
f heir . 

6. and aku, 1 Iz. it is not caly tor con - 

W and diſtreſſed ſopls to obtain 'Findly' and dif- , 

tip views of forgiveneſs. with God for themſelves... 


„ Plata cx. 3, 4, J 8: and xxxit.., 


cir natural apprebenfione of God afford no hints 8 . 


0 it. Their natural cogſeience, when. awakened, 
_ doth, in his name, curſe and condemn them for - 
their An. The law of God, in its natura appear- 
ante, ſeems to be againſt Bis. forgiving | their Anz. 


| In j Its original ſource, i its channel, its Price, and be 5 


manner of.conyeying and receiving it, and in the 

effects of it on the ſoul, Forgiveneſs of: men's fins... 9 
by La 2 ene Rom. it. 14. and 
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266 of Y Spiritual 3 : 

Bk 12 14 - "Mic. vii. 18, 19, Exod. XMxIii. 18, 19. 

Epb- i. $7 Dan. ix. 24- . 0 iv. 24x26. Acts 

v. 31. Col. ii, 13. Acts xiii 38, 39 No efficacious 

_ vifcovery of forgiveneſs with | God is made but to 

_ faith alone: Only true faith can conceive of it as a 

- goſpel myſtery. Only true faith can receive it at 

an infinitely valnable and free gift, Rom: i. 17; Acts 

XXvi.' 18. Gal. ii. 16, And, in receiving it, faith 

| Bxeth upon the infinitely free, firm and faithful 

- Promiſes of the goſpel, and therein, upon the blood 

_ and mediation of Ct ft, and-gracious characters of 

Sod i in him, as its ground of perſuaſion and claim, : 

IIa. i. 18. and xiii. 25, aud Kliv, 22. and Iv. 7. 1 1 

| Jokn't. 7 - and ii. 1, 2- Roms v. 6,.—11, 16 21. 
1 Cor. © 21. Flalm lzxavi. 8. =o bye Exod. Aukir. 

6 7. 7 =o a Lt | 

Bectuſe is own law 2nd men's own £4800 ap- 
Pee. of his nature appear to diſſuade convin- 
ced perſons. from the belief of forgiveneſs with 
God for them z becauſe the truth itſelf is of infi- 
nite importance, the F of fin being full, free, 
_ everlaſting, and 'alrea hid up for us in Chrift, and 
brought near to us in 13 and all che perfectiors 
of God are clearly manifeſted and highly exalted in 
it, — becauſe the condition of convinced perſons is 
_ exceedingly diverſified, and their unbelicf of par- 
_. don extremely ſtrong ;—becauſe, through their g- 
norance of God in Chriſt. their weakdeſs of faith 
in depths of inward trouble, —their violent igeliua - 
tion to build their hopes and comforts on their own 
 righteouſveſs,—their ready hearkening to Satans? * 
eſpecial oppofition b this truth, the faith of which 
is the foundation df all goſpel holineſs, it is eatreme - 
ty bard to believe this forgiveneſs, even after ſpeci- 

_ "at manifeſtations of God's. love ;—becauſe many 
goſpel hearers, through their want of thorough con- 
Betione, their contempt: of the goſpel and igno- 

rance of the power of it, - their truſt in the general | 
mere ng . _ legal 9 on their own n 
OE | Prayers, E :4 
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prayers, reſolutions, and works, to recommend 
them to him, — their lying under the power of their 
luſts, and inclination to turn the grace of God in- 
to licentiouſneſs, — never attempt to believe the go - 
pel offers and promiſes of this forgiveneſs ;—and 


work, and merely fancy that they do, or have be- 
lievedithem, +—THEREFORE, God hath given mas? 
ny, certain, and evident proofs, That there is an a- 
bundant forgivene/s-for. ſinful men with him. He. 
publiſhed the firſt promiſe of it immediately after 
our firſt parents had committed a ſin moſt aftoniſh= 
iogly heinous, by which, in the moſt aggravated - 
manner, the whole millions of mankind were cor= 
rupted and ruined. He inſtitated multitudes of ſa- 
crifices, and other types, - which prebgured and re- 
preſented it. He hath made a new covenant, and 
_ Publiſhed innumerable. offers of a free and full for. 
giveneſs. He hath appvinted many ordinances of 
religious worſhip,” which neceflarily ſuppoſe or ex 
hibit this forgiveneſs. He.cxerciſeth marvellous pa- 
tience toward ſinful men for gracious ends. He 
| hath actually pardoned; accepted, and glorified maj. 
ny of the moſt outrageous finners. He hath com- 
manded goſpel. repentance, which muſt flow from, 
forgiveneſs ;-and commands us to forgive the inju- 
ries which others do to us, in the faith of his for- 

_ © giving the injuries which we have done to his ho- 
nour. Some of his manifeſted. perfections cannot be 
taken up without views of his readineſs to forgive 

our fins. He hath given his only begotten 8on to 
obey and ſuffer for men, that they might de forgiv-:; 
en, and be made the rightcouſnels of God in 
Gen. iii. 15. Lev. i. vii; Rvi. Num. viii; xxix. - 
E vi AGAGNNA 23; 30. 
Matth. xxviu. 19 and xxvi..28. Rom. ii. 5. and IN. 
23. 2 Pet. ii 9. 1 Cor, vi, 9 11. 1 Tim. i. 13 


1 N 3 1 a t 8 6, Y R INNS 2 1 
6. ix, 17. Exod: xxxiv. 6, 7. Rom. iii. 24, 
16. Nek. is, 13. Exod. xxxiv- 6, 7- Rom. M, 44, 
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556: 8 W 9, 16. 2 Cor. v. 21. 1 Pet. i j. 197 
e 18. Rex: {0 5 and v. or ; ans 


pl, pg 5 4 God of — — were ar an ne 


- bigger 18 "pol 9 7 „neu this. forgiveveſs 
| fs' provided, purchaſed. and offered to them id the 
zalpel;—and how wretched their condition is, that 
Wa tit; and how-boroprable to Gd, and pleaſant 
Aid a1 for them, the terms of it are 1 to conſi 
fider, ow wide the on doof of ſalvation is opened 
0 them in the goſpeFinvitations and offers; and 
Dew infinitely. well foited to their Lale ; and how 
hs full, aud free, this' forgiveneſs i is, as founded 
the love, the covenant,uthe oath and blood” of 
50d and id fine, conſider the 1. ture, cauſes and 
end of. an actual intereft i in, and poſſeſſion of it. 
2) Regonncing all their falſe confivences, and ab. 
Horriox themſelves, in their own fight,' for all their _ 
abominations, particularly” their conrempr-and ün- 
_ belief of goſpel forgiveneſs, Aud the fins which pe- 
_ chliarly burden their conſeſence, ear tieftly to em- 
| brace Jeſus C Chrift as their afopitg | ſacrifice and prince 
..calted to give repentance àbd remiflion of fins, to- 
ether with pardon, acteptance, ſanctiſication and 
cm fort id bim as fufſy, freely earneſtiy and in- 
5 offered and given to them by ad infinitely 
_ gracious Gol. in the promifes of the golpe}, Fon 
. 14.— . 1 Tim; f, 155 Joho in 23. 
Though a particular dfmt7'offurance of aRual in- 
tereſt? in, and ffeffion of” this” forgiveneſs, be at- 
__ and profitable, and, though it be ordi 
miri i if not 9 ens ſin thar they want it, 
yet there may be a real and faving diſcovery and re- 
_— of wy * ert it en wr, 2 
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fa. . 10,7 Acts xiii. Fs Even this . «if- ; 


covery of divine forgivenc 85 and indiſtinct, 
_—_ propriating perſuaſion of it, is inconceiv- 8 
ah, ful, —az it al ſpoſeth the foul to forfake al 


u 
= and inſuffcient thts of relief, —ind to re · 


| 998 itfelf wholly to the mercy of God, and wait on 
him alone in the uſe of means for for ivencſs, not- 


withſtanding all difcouragements to the contra 


I begets a Beleg of God ih the ſoul, and a deli bo | 
in dealing with him; and removes the terror ari vg 
from his otineſs you juſtice, and the reatneſs 0 
the perſon's in doceth à true wledge, 

and bigk valnation 3 


he promiſes of pardon, a 
cordial readineſs to hearken to them, as þ irected to 


him in particular, Hol: xiv, 3. Joel ii. 13, 14. Lam. 


M 29, Pfalm 1xxiii. 1, 28, Ila xxvl ii, 16. Acts 
5 Till. 26. * Tim. 1 1. 13 


As all true faith of Avidh FE leude, N Ei 


it renders fin light, leads fo 
Nofal indulgences,—they, bo have only the latter, 


: more odious and lothfome, inflames the beart with 
redeeming love believed, —leads away from ſin, ſelf 
andthe world to Jeſus Chriſt: for all, and tenders 


holineſs delightful, and a Fe rodeo of 
elf confidences, an 0 b 


ought ſeribvfly to confider. the infinite davger of 


dealing deceitfully with God io this matter, fearc 
cut, and be deeply affected with the evidences of it, 
S ponder, how Hardening it is to their heart, and 
how quickiy death may cut them off in it, and in 
op ag hercof, , pradtile : as above directed, Lam. N 
mn. 40 


In order e weak; thats and difirefled belles 1 


vers ma attain to eſtabliſhment and comfort in the 
Lord's way, it is neceffary, (1 ) That they make 


the Spirit of God in his word, not themſelves, the 


ſupreme Judge of their ſtate and condition, Ifa, viii. 


4 


20, 2 Pet. i. 19, (2.) That they carefully remem- 
ber, that. however clearly their fins be marked in 


© their” oMiQions, and however uct they difquiet 


pales "EEE 


. 


"an 3 210 Wan 
Pale xv. 3 k Lom. . 9 8. ect vii. 2. mw 
They muſt. cacefully»diſtioguiſh: between unbelief, 
bick weakens thieir heart, diicourageth them from 
Wc performances, or makes them proud of their 
_ work; —and. an holy jealouſy, which leads to an 
high eſtee of, and cleaving to: Chriſt, and enlivens 
. 2 15 bey ought: carefully to diſtinguiſh 
between taving. faith and ſpiritual tenfe,—: 
alway. pelle the love of God and the remiſſion. 
af their fins upon the footing, of, his faithful pro- | 
mie, in Order 8 their enjoying the ſenfible-experi- . 
ence of them ; 3; but never to ſeek ſenſible experien- 
res in order to, : be a foundation of- their Faiths. 2 


8 'XX; 20, Ila. yii.. 9. Plalm cxix; 49, (0 


They gughi never to indulge: complaining of their 
due, 1 of an active endeavouring to em 
| brace Jefus Chrilt in the free promiſe of the gaipel, 
| inorder to overcome difkculties, and grow in grace, 
ben ought earneſtiy to watch againſt all caſh 
| and unbecbming exprefions concerning God. and 
His diſpenlatiogs towards them; or even concerning 
their own ſtate and condition; or, which mzy 
_ difeourape others from religion, Pal. lzxvii.. 10s. 
. Mui. 16. 8) They ought 10,confider, 
what: Fearful | Jiſtrets other ſaints, and eſpecially. 
what” Chriſt hath ſuffered, a 
| glorious: the iſſue, 1 Car. *. 13. 1. Rt, iv. 1, 2% 
- Heb, Kii. 14. (5. They ought. to remember, 
that the application of Chriſt as offered in the gol. 
pel, In anſwerableneſs to their caſe, is the eee 


ant at — * 1 n and that 
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dying 


id how delightful and: : 


"riley ive to in perplexing, af . 
every hiog elle. to which they can be juſt ding" 
| ed, amounts to no more than an introdu Vas to, 


or improvement: of this, 1 Cor. i. I. 10. C81; in 1 


10, They ought to pogder and try, by ex Aa | 
1 deligdtfulfy A believing. afliirancs' 20 pres . | 
givenels And favour promores* their delight i in hum, - 
and the duties of holinels, and caſts on Navith Fears, 

enables them 'folidly to hope for everlaſting happi- 
. neſs, and flagly to ſuffer for his e 1 
14, 15. Gal. i. 20, and vi, 14. (1 Th ey oughe_ 
to conſider, that a perſeveraut waiting on God, 4 
che fulfilment of his 5 promiles, is. nee To their” 

4 peace, 0 and eſtabliſhment 3 in bie 


Heb, r 7. Plalm AXvii.. 14.\J Job NXRY Ti 


10 Th: XXX. oy In deep plunges 'of dark. 
: ocks and diſtreſs,” eee is often imprope 0 
at ficſt hand, as the iffue of It bids fair to 5 0 
their afffition but they ought, as erfoos. emments 


ly finful'and miſerable, to apply Jelus Chrift as . Zi 5 


preſented: and offered in the mat he and extenfrue _ 
| Promiſes of the goſpel, which will enable them to +, 
clear and kindly trial” of their ſtate, Mark v 13 

John xi, 1, 26, 40% (13.) They ovght, by W 
to catch at the ſmalleſt appearances of God“ pate 
doning and faving merey as held forth in his 1 
Plal. 1xxx&v: 8. A contrary conduct provokes him 
to configiie their diſtreſs. 14.) They ought to be 
lieve divine pard0h and acceptance, aud other bleſs 
ings, as granted upon the account ok Chirilt's ri 1 


7 tebuſueſs alone, exclufive” df all their r Bk id. 


as freely offered and given in the goſpel, —and wild” 


1. 7. Col. i. 14. Luke i. 74. 75. 7 Cock v. Fes 
Cor. vi. 19,20. '(15.) Anim ed br. bs, 
full aud free torgived! 17 they ou 1 
remove the cauſes of their 'perplexin els, 
an cvangelical repentance of, tal refo ls Kan 
| heir Bog; e 12 7 as A to, be ede 
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all their holy obediegce on that” e 25 


8 8 on W de, 
| . 1 Alke e vih, 11 As 
h wall EY Bez i . ee 
"9 rhe bk Fright often exerciſed: ane. ne: | 
3 their Nate,! cafe, or Practice. \ Their | 
; doubts 5 3 85 their ST aK arĩſe (fom their want 
of dee p corvictians” of fin the confuſed manner, 
in w en they at firſt aud aller ward, received Jelus 
 Cheilt add nie ſalvstjon, in the free promiſes o 
the goſpel bei having, before their ae. 
e oye $6 fome common operations-, of the 8 pirit, 
_ which werevery like to his ſa aving work;—and from 
| theſe insttention to the frame of their ſoul, while it 
- js Araeten by the love of Chriſt 1 ſiaful for- 
gctfulnels of that experience, which they-enjoy ;— 


O 


„ their want of due care io entertain God's ſeafible_ 


| prefer ce when they enjoy it their üntender walk- , 
32 8 e God, eden under remarkable breathings 
1 85 — e of the ceftimony. of the 
by. the golpel 17 555 za ſome. . arkable ' 
1 e Aero % 
5 19 e 255 own Aale <5 ee 1. ä 


22 Rater Ic ei Aka yp hoſt ai arhich: 3 | 
*Gecetb; bad been {ubdued ;—their inability to pers, 1 
ceiye their ele gion, aber the promiſes with par- 


— xieutay appropristion the ſhore duration of ic 8 
„ afint Frames or enüble feelings 0 Aivin 5 
| — the languor'dt their deſires after Jeſus: — 


„ ende; hs 
"and his lp iritual mepcies;—their great detect in hu- 5 


* 44. * 


meg ard grief for ſin their ad inferiority to 


| other — in Wen . works; 


4 


. 3 daher. 273 
,—the wolkenel of their afflictions, temptations, or 
TIRE to thoſe of other ſaints nr ity and 
preſumption 4 in proſperity, or ſtupidity and [jen 
in A iy their 
and raging more * das. did. ore th. 
| rowth in grace org wor 83 — 0 
1 influcaced. by mere moral ſuaſion, = ae 
and fears, in the performange of . uti =: 
al flow WANs eee mY, N at f 
. +01 v ith God, accels im, and 
delightful, liberty tere him, —or with the breath-" 
ings of his Spirit, his -hearipg af theinprayers, or, 
55 ith the aſfurance of his lone, the witnefing of 3 
Spirit with their ſpirits; that they are the childr NE 
of God, and ſealing them up to the day of redempg- - 
tion zor, SALEH: PEE 1 con ſcience a 
Joy ip the Holy Ghoſt, which. other Lots have at- 
tained ;-——and, io ſige, their mo much plagued 
with blalphemous thoughts, terrible deadneſs 3 
wandering of heart, or even, drawſinels of head in 
E Eo dacies,and relaphing into ins of which 
they. bad. e chan Keds and che lie. 
85 3 05 er to e e ee from ſuch 
0 10 5 at1' eit , believers, in attempt- 
q 20A ie Town the holy law of God, of 75 's 


. 


redeeming love, and the death of bis Son, ought jo | 
conſider, OW ie vous and aggravated their Firs 
4 ainfl all theſe:mult be hey ought to ſtir up 


themſelves to a renewed. receiving of, eſus Chrift by 
"Faith, aH made of God to them wiſdom, e ena. > 
| nels, lanctißcation and redemption, anſwerable to | 
their igndrance, guilt, pollution and dondage „ 
and jig: conſequence hereof, bitterly to be wail their 
imper fe ction before God, and humble themſelves | 
on account of them. ; They ought. ſeriouſly; to con- 
ſider, That manifold Goful infirmities - way. confalt.. 
with the truth of grace; ;—that a felf lothing ſale 
* N e and. Gafol. Pagers: is a good 
” M m -._ " EvIdenge 
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N arti eras nn | 
2 "mae dir in the righteduſneſs of the infinitely wor- 
Lord jeſus Chriſ, that we are accepted before 

*God ;==that there are weak as well as ſtrong ſaints in 
God's family ;—that it is not the prevalence, but the 
: of indwe ling luſts, nor the commiſſton even of 

| wor acts of ſin, r the living with pleaſure in fin, 

_ | "That isinconfiſtet with real grace; that hearty ſtrug- 

| ng apataſt raging een = 

 ,Aecount of them, are as Certain evidences of 3 

Nite as many victories over them; 

"I Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all — 2 
die not to be judged of by their duration, but by their 

u embirtering, ſelf abofing, and Chriſt exalting inflo. 

lice ;—thar they are incapable of judging, whether 

__ their cafe be worſe than that of other ſaints ;—that 

"2 8 appredenſionz 'of uncommon finfulneſs and trouble, 
it not to make them reckon all that they have met 
with, Jclufive, but ſtir them up tos preſent and ear. 

Belt application of Jeſus Chrift in anſwerableneſs to 
heir need; that indwelling lufts frequently rage with 

hore ſenſible violence after regeneration, than they 
ov ich before, "when they had nothing to oppoſe them ; 

"that 1 ſpiritual "light and life of believers make 

e them often apprehend the motions of their luſts more 
ew ones When they are not really ſo that even the 
„ ft faints are often fearfully*tempted by Saran, 
1 19 2 g with blaſphemons and atheiſtical thoughts, 
pd burdened with 2 ound inſtead of ſenſible 
43 omg uh God, teſting of his loving Kindneſs, 
4508 nd lie ng ih jn ward 5 joy;—do much walk 
Ada ov 4 pls 

e 
©. 1 « through ite confuſion aud darkbeſt in which 8a. 

da involves men's fotls/in their attempts to examine 

* the mlſclyes,— through the wenkfieſf of many real mo- 

Ades of indwelliog Flite and the wunny ebunterfeits 

-of hotinels in OY er Lea Maviſh 
| oy Srakeleſs, 
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graceleſs, if not for ever abandoned to, their. lu 


diſtin aſſurance of their in-being in Chriſt, that us 
Spirit of God - witneſs with their ſpirits... This he. 
_ doth {by dire, | 
underſtand the diſcriminating marks of ſaintſhip:ex= _. 


dering their inward habits and act 


ble ;—by enabling their conſcience faithfally.to co. 
pare theſe gracious babits and acts with the diſcrimi- 


making them embrace it by a lively and vigorgus act - 


* * N — * . ; N « * 4 — 3 
. 4 < FP * 3 2 
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troe believers often find great difficulty in examining. == 
themſelves. It is neceſſary to their obtaining clear and. 


* 
* 


ting them to, and cauſing them right & 


hibited in ſeripture; by N and 11 ren - 
s of gracs diſcerni - 


nating marks, and judge and declare, how the one 
anſwers to the other and by | confirming the. teſti- 


mony of their conſcience, with a powerful Applicstioh 


of ſome goſpel promiſe, as I am the Lord i Gad and 


| 3 . e Yom 


Theſſ. i. . 
8 ” * ; 4 81 * 4 1 * 5 
as to LY E 
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Believers often miſtake with reſpect to their ſpiri- 
- * _ . . g > . 7 / 4 


| tual condition, (.) In thinking their caſe to be G00 


when it is BA as when they pleaſe themſelves In 
leaving their firſt love when, under pretext of cha- 


rity, they-connjive at other men's fins When they 
are tickled with the prevalence of fleſhly luſts; - hen 


they pleaſe themſelves. in luke warmneſs in the ting: 


of God, or reſt on carnal confidence in ſpiritual. 


* 


frames, gifts, graces, or other created enjoyments r - 


_ when they are charmed with the religichs like and; 


his ſentence declared in his word; that, if Chriſt ig - 
8 83 1 7 73 £ F548 A W213 Wh! 7 £2 A ; 
finitely loved them and gave himſell for them, it muſt . 
be infinitely crimioal-and ſhameful for them. to cot: 


| comforting enchantments of Satan ;—+when they pleaſe = 
_ themſelves in an erring conſcience, or in uncommog, 


though raſh zeal or boldneſs in prayer . FUr RR - 
vx ol this miſtake, they ought ſerioully to confider, 
That God ſearcheth their heart, and is acquainted, 
ys that they ought only to reſt im 


7 


ia their love to him, or any way backſlide from bim : 


— 7 — 4 


| that ſelf indulgence in a bad caſs is inenpreſſibiy ſinful 


| 133; Nude en bv, 3. :2:Cor; xi. 24. 


4 ——— — ooo 
i 0 fpandence.to the moſt. wi Hifts; . 7 


Fad ings: 4 
THE. "(2-) Io i | their caſe BAD, When it ie really | 
_ £00D,—as in thinking their true peace; 66 conſcience 
but arna//ecurity ;5—their aſſurance of faith — 
Hon ;—their holy zeal carnal ſt int. der- 
neſs of conſcience, Dae 4 3 
of heart is rebgious N xerciſes — — 
| per their earhe Soi hypocritica fertulation 2 
their eee and indulg 5 

For R MR AN of th akes,.. ahey'0oght.c0-bum- 
be Rene e God; oo aeconnt of 
_ felon gan their pirityalframes and exerciſes p—they 
- oug} 19 dee Jeſvs d and dis ghteowlack cx: 

Sy > the-golpel, as the LON ground of their 
üb God ;—a0d to.improve their-ownap> 
1 ace imperfe&tions 10 für up themſelves We- 
= = more Fo hens eres pc ws pry 


© ts 


£ 7277 eee — 
fe 1 po i tg porn 


ia ſecret prayer, . — d in public, dur b 


not in ſecret or private: when their afflictions are ver 
heavy and laſtiog ; hen they know not the vera 
lar grounds of the Lord's —— then 
when they cannot diſtiat̃lly diſcern the increaſe of Weir, 

mor ti fication of ſin hen they ſeem to be called vg 


| formance or forbearanceof a particufar duty is like tor 
be leaſt ſinful; —For nE MHD of this,” they on 


2 caſions this confuſion in their mind and, under a 
deep ſenſe of their own weaknefs and ignorande, and 
: gagy aiming at the glory of God, to receive Jefus and 


huis Spirit, in order to their ene 3 N 5 


x tion and prace, Maik 10. ©: 


Sometimes believer de uniotny Joubuful, What | 
ir the particular pround'of the Lord's controverſy ub 


them. -In order to find out T His, they may obſerve 


-— what ſinful conduct they were employed in juſt Be- 
fore their trouble 'camez—what fin the affliction ſects 


woſt directly pointed agaĩuſt; hat ſiu their confet- 
ence eſpecially preſents to them under their trouble: 
They ought earneſtly to ſupplicate the Lord, to ſhew. 
beer e he eontendeth with them —vhich may 


eſſects. But, if they cannot find out t the putt 
3 of their affliction, they ought ear 

make application of Jeſus? blood, 

all ſin known or woknown, ' © . 
- *Believersalfo often doubt, 


wounds bruiſes, and infinite compaſſion and grace to 
__ «their ownſſoul; they bught carefully to obferve, Whe- 
her theſe afflictions humble them before God; drive 
rem to eus brit, as their all:fofficient phy fician, 
om ras The Sd hats ſabre to his will, 


ek. 


different duties at the ſame time; Hen, on accu: 
ol their bad frame, they know not whether 8 


immediately to apply the blood of leſus for the "ig 
moval of that guilt from their conſcieuce, which o-: 


haps be what they think duty, as blind zeal, Abc: 
$ it © cleabferh; | from 7 


92 their ffi IS 
be fandlified or nut. In this* tals,” applying Jeſus 


and | 


1 —— — — n 2 


. e deſire dd pep awa by: the. 
trouble, rather than to have it removed, Pal. SLY 

. 67, 71. and xciv. 12. be wi. 2 2 Cor. xli. 19. 
35 their: practice, What i it right or urong 7 What is the. 
proper manger of SG that which they know to be 
duty? 'Whethe ep 5h attempt ſoch a par- 
© elentie-duny; w hell have in ſo bad a frame? 
ln ſuch a caſe, they ongbe to make an carneſt ap · 
plication of Jeſas®blood-and Spirit for re that 

mia which procured this Perplexity and badneſs of 
(rw. 1 10 Tet 20 eder ſenſe of their weak. 


ng > apply to Jeſus Chriſt 
5 ir lee ad — b. bee ee them! o 
55 that which is duty 1 in the proper ſeaſon of it. 
: Hunt en Apecdily to pe form their 5 
difcern it. 1 hey dugbt to deny 
g confidence-jn;their own wiſdom -25 | 
£400 regard. ͤ own will or. affeQtions 
2 n, dr motive, ng reliance n their 
1 ok grace received, id enable em 
47709 lependence on their own: worth 
Ts acceptance with God. rege 3 
— 5 Profit or pleaſure, as © their wick 
il, it ww 1 their whole 
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 * 600 CA js 2 e 1 
aß t a receiving dut of his, fu 0h 
_ Chriſt. himſelf, is his, perſon, natures, names, © ces, 
relations, intes and. works, as infinitely excellent in 
Th, themſelves, and ſuitable to our diyerſitied circumſtagne | 
ces. ;——hnowledge of the covenant of grace and dilpen-. | 
Aon lob it, as divinely and freely making over Chriſt { 
| nd all that he is, and bath; anſwerably to onf need, 
Tabu xvi. 8 7 Jokn XVI. 3- 1 "Je? v. * 8 e 
| „ 


. 


2 74 4 Chrifion Wee 


As an voting with Chriſt by faith muſt lay 8 foun- 
dation of it, ſo a pet ſeverant cleaving to his perſon, as, 
in its mediatory offices and 1 made of God to 
15 ſas [anZlifcation. and redemption, 
is conſtantly neceſſary to our 1120 of faith, Acts xl. 8 
Phil. ili. 8,14. (3) Every cireumſtance in our 
caſe, and every thing reſpeQting Chriſt, as tepteſent- 
ed and offered in in the betas 'be proven by faith 
into an application of him anſwerably to our need. A 


2 Obiſt | mania. in the 5 12 coveyana of | 


oth _ 1 271 


E 45 th 4 7 8 of the vew covenant, in wh * 
2 IE God bleſſeth with all ſpiritual bleffings „ 4 
with ut in law and by ſpiritual / marriage, and bin = 
= ſecurity againſt our condemnation, and Al. 
| efficient mean of our eternal happineſs in himſelf ;- — 
a the Lord our ri ghteouſneſs before God, the price of 
all our grace and ier, the iokalfidie re-eftäblſher 
"of our perfect peace and familiar fellowſhip with Hm. 

e muſt i improve his divine nature, as an unbonndet 

Fountain of, and unchangeable preſervative in hlefſed- 
neſs, —his manh:od as the mean of our union to, ad 

- Lommanion with his perſop, and of his fraternal ſym- 
8 5 with an and 12 God, [off medium of our everſaſt · 
;—his off 0 officer as, and to be in- 

ur fp iricual comfort, 


5 
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Hochaad, Poller Bee, Teal, Shepherd, Cap- 


{pp oy. to be for * implemente@'io Ufite: Kind- 
n e e 
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2 laben conllant exerci : 


lives ought t maintain FAMILIAR. FELLO Went 


Irn GD, This includes (.] 
on. God, as reconciled in Chi il 


5 Mutual communica» 
; thronph his word 


and ordinances, conveys himfelf 26d his Fulbeſs to them; 


add they give up themſelves, as 7ooli/®,. guilty, polluted, 
empty, weak, and wretched, to. Nin that he. m 27 
grace, —and they may 'receive What be beftows, ac. 


ifelt on, and in them the exccedidg riches of his 


__ ©-  eordin g to. the.tenor of his new covenatt, Acts xx 35. 


and xiii. 34. Plalm cxvi. ro,—16. (2.) Mutual cen · 
ver. God, by his word, declares to them their fins, 


. their cube, their events, their. duty, — die doctrines 
dpf grace teſpectiug them, —his eovenabt with tbem.— 


his 


purpoſes and deeds of love for, aud to them, his 


_ abundantfolnefs for their ſopply, ind bis lofiaire rea- 


dineſs to beſtom it upon 


them : and they ſpeak to him 


| In'eonfclling their faults, ſupplicating bis favours, and 


. - thanking him fo 
| Platm1. 7. add nav. 8. I.. i. 18, and wii, 24, 25 
ad '&liv. 22. Hol. xiv. 2;-- 
vali, 1, 2 (3) int wa hg 45, 
Per 


the mercies beſtowed or ptomiled, 


PR ein; cxvi- and 
While ke. Hirccts, 


y ro eee 


3 1 it 10 Net exercife Fe 
hope, love, repentagce, humility, temperance, 55 
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795 if * to, | 
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og. — ave. 
3 for him, and receiving rent his abundance 
every neceflary grace and comfort. —An the duties of 
their common calling, they receive their opportunities 
of, and abilities for their work, as granted in kindneſs 
dy him Ig in obedience to him, and chiefly aiming 
at "A glory, gr agony. on bis dixection, help and 
fuccels, es labour in it —and meanwhile improve 
_ they are verſant about, as mea us of diſcovering | 
God himſelf, and leading forth their heatts to him, as 
the fountain of all good -In order to this me 
with God, he od they muſt bave Jeſus Ohriſt for their 
one wap, and his glory in the eternal welfare of aka. 
for their one end and he'muſt give them fill, Arength, 
and courage to walk with him, in a proper manger, 
Mic. vi. 8. 'Plal. xvi.'$, 9. and ri 1 Cor. vii. 24 
Amos lit. 3. John xiv. 0. mh Oe” Ou 

As all the three divine perſons diſt bear . 
neſs to believers conceruing | ow diftiot 
bleſſdgs.upon them, and are repreſented: as diftinctiy, 
"tho? 5 ſeparately worſhipped by them,” t John v. 7. 
2 Cor. xiii. 4 John i, 3, 7. Joho'xiv; 1. Rev. 151 

„ Mättb. ix, 48. : with Acts xk. 28 2 Theff. f. 

2 "pught to hold diſtinct, chough or: . 
 faldwſhip with each of theſe petſons,—with the Pa- 
ther in his Lok, — with the Son in his petfonnl and 


| purchaſed GRACE,—and with the Holy Ghoſt, in his 


INHABITAT ON: and INFLUENCE, 7 x Joh iv. 8, 

10 2 Cor. Ani. 14 Joha' xvi. 26, 2). Rom. v. 5. = 
i. 14, 16, 18, aud xvi. 8,-=14.—Eath of *the"divige 
falls aft ig every communication of grace to 71> of 


vers : the Father beſtows all the gr ce which © they re. 


ceive, as by origin authvtity : che son forms a res- 
ſure of -purchaled grace, aud conveys mat Which" is 
| lodp d in bim as a Truſtee for men: and the Holy - 
Ghoſt as Executor of Jeſus? teſtament, ad applier of 
his purchated redemption 'tranſatits it from his ful- 
neſs into their heart, John v. 21 and vi. 44. Matth. 
vii, 5. Ila. liii. 10, 11, 12. Matth. xvii. 18. John 
511. 134 155 Rom, viii. 11, 13, 14. Phil. . : 
N 11.) The 
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he Father holds 


nature, fixing upon, and tendency toward hem';— to 


diſcern the new-covenant ang. all its promiſes, -t 


gol. 


pel in all its declarations, offers and invitations.— all 
 - "faving.mercies, and all dilpenſations-of. providence, 2 
 _ « Pregnant with! this love to them, and Eindiy to em. 
race them on that account . To renden casdial and 
| — — "grateful returneef love io him, is under the ibfluence 
of ihs true faith and ſpiritual ſeniation of bis love to 
 -  thew,,—highly:to eſteem; delight in, deſire after, and 

5 11 ody familiarity with him, —earneſtly ſtud * an unli. 
mited obedience to all his commandments, ang ſubmiſ. 
 _ on to all his diſpenſations, making an ardent and diſ. 

igtereſted love to him the ipring, motive; and; matter 


7 


it K T: of their; whole P actice, religious or- civil, 1 John iv. 
46,19 Matih. x&ii. 37> Thus, while his Jove to 
den isa love of reſt and complaceney in them, theirs 
. 5 a love of ſatisfaction With and. reſte id bim. While 
his love vents itſelf in bleſſing ibem with all ſpiritual 
temporal, and. eternal bleſſings in Ohriſt Jelus —theirs 
turos to him, through Ohriſt, inthe exerciſe of grace 


performance of ho 


abedience, Zeph, ii. 17 


r . Eb, i. 3. i Pet. ih. 16. and il f. and 
PN. Rut, they muſt carefully beware of looking 


on their love to him as anyeraind of their believing:hi 
Due to them : a this would-grerturo the whole plan 
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Non, and eat nem above him. But, muſt 
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e \ fllwſti. with cad. Rl 23. 8 
in Beſt in order believe-his love as mavifelicdans offered 


te, = ia the goſpel to them as finful men, that, by its al. 


ud] mighty influence, their natural enmity againſt him may 
Id be lain; and their beart inflamed and melted with-love 
his to him, 1 Pim i. 13.17. 1 John iv. 9, 19; 10, 19. 
ll F Such communiog-with the Father in his love, is of 
bt, unſpeakable advantage, as it will exceedin 5 ener 
li. bim to us, open for us a delightful proſpe 

e. my ſtery of our redemption; renders us.chearful in all 
ph holy pbedience, exalt our mind above the world, and 

ai. renden it eaſy under all the poſſible hatred, .reproach, OP 
rp il or perſecution of men, 1 John iv. 8,19 $ 

to 20 Tomark the diſtinct fellow ſhip of delle ter wich i 
1.1 Jeſus Chriſt, be is repreſented as coming: into, and fup- 

ll bing uith them, walking among, or in them, delighting _ 1 
as in, rejoicing over, and talking to them : and they as 
n- bing in hit boſom. . fitting. under his ſhadow, and eating | 8 
„d - his fruit, Rev. 20. Prov. viii 31. Song i, vil _ 
ce la his perſonal grace, which conſiſts in his infinite 
50 comelineſs and dignity, and his manifold relations, to 

d endear and attract ;—his infinite fitneſs to ſave; in re- 

. | ſpect of natures, offices, and their connection, and 
. dis fulneſs anſwerable to, and: ſufficient for all their 

| need, Song v. 10,—16;-1 Tim. iii. 16. Iſa. ix. 6, Col. 

= = i 1 18. Joha i. 14. 1 Cor. i. 30 - Chriſt holds 
. ecommunion with -believers (1.) In his complacential _ 
o it continuance in every endeating relation of hu/band, „ 
's tor, friend, and the like, to them, and delighting ian 
e them, as the objects of his diſtinguiſhing love, bis Fa- 
„ dher's git, — the purchaſe of his own blood, and begot- 

8 ten 90 by his Spirit, Song iii. 1 (. Iſa. ii. 5, and 

2 liv. 5, 6. John xii. 1. Pſalm: ii 8. John vi, 37. and 
13 xv. Ay 14. Iſa. iii 10,—12. (2.) In his deliphting 

J in ſhewingkindne/s to them. in intetceeding for them, 

7 4K W his perſon; righteouſneſs and grace to 

p them, —revealiug bis promiſes,” pardons; myſteries, = 
1 and purpoſes to them, —and enabling them to open 

‚ their mind and diſburden themſelves of all their guilt, 

; 


| trouble, care, and ts 15 hing it upon bim, Pſal. 
; 0066 


into the 


__-0bgyiog and ſuffering e 


: * "124+ 


asd ſchus beſtowing upon them whatever: conviction, 


1s, Phil. ie 19. Heb, xi. 5. 


ben. t . Matth. xii. 11. Rom. viii. 26, 2. Heb, Te, 
rar. Phil. iv. 6. 1 Pet v. Y. Pla lv. 22. (30) 
In agb and d/finpuiſbed valuation of them, manifeſſed 
in his undertaking for the, —afſuming their nature, 

n:anto death, in theit ſtead, 
-—40div his care to keep and manage them and all their 
rgſen ting the injuries done to them, often doing good 
to others for their ſake, Jer. xxx. 21. Pſalm xl. 6.8. 
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In conſtant and tenilas :ompaſſion towards them, —kindiy 
Fre vhug togetber with them, graciouſly ' avd.;xeadily 
ſupporting and aſſiſting them in their temptations and 
wes, ——catneſlly and continually interceeding for 


them, particularly ip ſpecial times. of need ; prevent- 
jag their falling when in utmoſt danger, cutting Tf 
temptations when they. become too ſtrong for them,. — 

dr proportionally increaſing their ſpirĩtual firength;;— 
Gireting, them to an holy aud protitable improvement 
ofitemptations ; recovering them from ſinful falls by 
Pardon. gracious manifeſlatiaas and ſuppties, imiting 


© theit afflictions, and cabſüng them all work for their 


— 


| good,—ind pasiching fuch as 'trovhle them, Heb. iv. 
Ag. aud ii. 17, 18. Ia. lil. 9. Zech i 12 and ii. 8. 
Sen. XXXIX 5.—9. pfalm xciv. 16. 2 Pet Way | 

fa. Ixil. 


4 77 r. Ali. 7 9. d 1 Pet, g i. 6. 45 1 John ii. I, K. 


1 (5+) In his exerciſe of infinite bounty and liberality 


towards them, —faithfully executing all his {aving-offt-. 


Les for, and in them, fully acting up to all his new-co- 


'venant relatioss and characters of mercy and goodneſs, 


inſiroRion, peace, pardon, rann 
enjoy ments they need. Pfak. IxxXIV 11. and xxxiv. 8, 
Correſpondent tot bis fellowſhip of Chri ſt with them, ö 
delie vers hold fellowſhip with him (J.) Ia heir con- 


# 


i *' gmnued reſignation of themſelves to him, as their alone 
Pb pixritual huſband, endeared to them in every reſpect. 
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as God, poſſeſſed of infinite excellency, and filled with 
unbounded; eternal aud unchangeahle grace and love 
tothem,—as man, free from all pollution and defect, 
and filled with grace aud truth to a inconceivahle de · 
ee. -a Godman, 'iyfioitgly well qualified:to be their 
Mediator, and to act in their fixad; and to be an un- 
borgen and iuexhauſtible fountain of grace and glory 
to them, s highly exalted above all principylities and- + 
powers, and pollefied: of all authority in Heaven agd 
earth, —as altogether lovely. in his names, natpres, 
perſon, offices, relations, undertaking, life, death, re-. 
ſurrection, and coming io judgment; and in his glory, 
thajeſty, grace, power, wiſdom, holinels, equity and 
_ faithfuloeſs, as one, in whom a// the perfectiant and 
_ txcelltncies of God ſbine forth, as manifeſted, and to be 
for ever 'manifefled tor the incxpreſſible benefit of Go - 
ful men. particularly themſelves, —and in whom, ar 
hid all the treaſures. of wiſdom, and knowledge, RY 
glace for them. Joh x. 13 Luke i. 35. John iii, 24. 
. IIa. . . Phil, Al 9-11. Song v. 10,16. Col. i. | 
15.223,27. (2) Ia believing and admiring. his de. 
light in them, apd in delighting in him, rejoicing in 
bis perſop, offices, relations and works, —delighting i io, 
3nd: care to enjoy his gracious and ſenſible preſence —» 
f Kot: yg under his Gr IG N 1 e 5 


0 Sor ww I of Tim as Ha mare 
excellent, v pecelarpiag ſuitable to them, than all per» 
ſons and tMugs on earth, life, frames and 1 0 not 
eneented -und ia their readinefs to pat t with all Tofol | 
pleafures at earthly evjoyments for his fake; Gal. i 30. 
Fal. cxnnxyi 23 Song v. 10.16. Acts xx. 24. Phil. 
fit 7 g fal AH 25,26 (4 IU belieping and - 
_ admiring his comp ¶ ion to them, and encouraging them- _ 

ſelves in it naler temprations and' troubles, and ia 

grief and pain when he is diſhodouticd aod his intereſts 

Injured, —ia b their heat chaſte” for him e 
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Fokm üg be gutes rpm Pos tg "to that operable 
ation of fonffiip'to God; -Pfalm xlv- 10. 1 Job iii. 
3 1775 Xi}. 6—11, 28, (3.) In /andtification, — 
ec Ving it as an unſpeakable privilege pur- 
it his blood, Fromiled-in'hisword, and pro- 
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2 ale et The Gele of their nature aud works. 
Flying His Blobd ro their conſcience and praying for 
e Spirſt to fanclify and eleanſe them; and in mak - 
1 188 Zutilt apd his Spirit, dwelling in their heart, their 
e m his exawple their pattern; hig law 
;.th ir rule, Bis Jove: their motive, his: promiſe their: en- 
een, and His honour their end, his righteoul- 
neſs the foundation of their acteptance —labowring ro 
Petfect holineſs in both heart and life, Pfal li- PAL. ii. 
3 114. Luke l. 74, 58. ( In ; 
_ "pvtvning to him under all their'gr im- 
Provicg whatever he is to * he hath doe, 
or will do fer and to them, as grovads/of >comfatt,— 
rejoicing i in Eis word, ordioances; graces, and peo- 
pt on his account, Ifa.* 187 16. add XK Y. 40% 0 
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their Reart before m, in behalf of 'theinfelves; their 
bo rendes, and his church, Belm Ee e xi g 

FPlalm Xvi. J a nd Ick. 2. aud cui. 76, Lukt ift 
Ee Fel, Klit, 1 : EzA iA. Nen 1 „Dan in 
This king öf fellowihip with God 8 diſtin 

; rom. the ſweet deſoſions of Satan, by its 
8. ling, Chrift Exaltiig, foe wniverfally — — 
2 We 0 Ia, vi- 5. Plalm In if, 25, 20, and c 107, 
3 bu 20d cxix. 32——lt is granted to'believers,7to 
"epcourage ind, firer gthen' their faith 4.70 Wenn weir 
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er ch h tot troubie and death; ive thing fore- 
7 eg of eter nal hap} pinefs, And chiefly to manifeſt the 
ch&s bf re eeming re when believers enjoy it, 
they ought carcfaily to mark” its'natare and form, that 
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et "og 3. 5 as firmly as Poffible the. preſented 
| 125 ba, and Chrift in tem, which ain abide: with 
1 em when their plesfagt frame ie gone 8 
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e Or. bares, and. carvil company, er flip ping into 
E known: f. in LO: 713 e ML wog 
Ef | Believers often miſtifie with- tefpett to fetlowlhip 
' God. Some, - through | the inffnence of Satan's re- 
_ F "fined. delpſiens, , fhe natural" livelipels of cheir anandt = 
+ſpirits in 'velipjous duties; and throvgh Go#s very gra · 
dual withdrawmenr. of his preſence, abd"theiridanen- 
10 the frame of their heart; and fiüciag fatiefattion | 
"op 2 9 ens his ſtead, think that they enjoy u- 
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505 6 88 ey 85 0 the withdrawment of 


his gracious influence. But, it is no .lefs. certain, that 


„ed "uy pooiſh his: people's, (iliwprovement..of i 
favours; and their apoſtagy from. bim, often; wholly 
= Withdraws his ſenſible comforting influences, and in- 
= ſead'thereof, Afflits them with ſharp challenges and 


_ - iFearfol "frowns, Pſal. vi; x; xX, boxiiig Ixxwi; 


xx; aud though he cannot, in a. conſiſtency. with 

 *hisieverlaſtiog) love, : infallible -promjſe,, unchaugeable 

- covenant with, and relations to them, or the exiſt 

ol his image in them, totally withhold his. ſupportiog 
aud ſanctitying influences, yet he may render them 


fſmall as not to be diſcernible, and inward cortuptions | 


may ſeem to have the whole place and power in their 
_ © heart," 1 16. and Ixxvü. e. im: 
| i * and Iii. 17. e 9 44 8 

God e of meaſures of graciaps : Jnflu- 


| | ence alway, and ok ſeaſible influence frequently, is 


owing to their apoſſ acy ee occaſions their 


further backſliding.—— Their apoſtacy Oe AY begins | 


in ſome refined abomination, ſuch as idolatrous pride 
of, or refting in pleaſant frames, ee, graces, or or- 


| 5 Linsnccs, difpenſed 10 their garnal taſte;-+-or, 2 = 


| ſorprize by Satan's temptation ' into ſome. groſs fit 
-. Herein) unleſs God keep their conſcience awake 40 
 hiveithdeawment as à fearful judgment, they becgme 


more and more unconcerned what the frame of their 
ſoul aud manner of its exerciſe towards God be. Next 

| perhaps, they neglect meditation aud. ſelf examinati "MW 
und perfortn- ſeeret prayer, 5 a: xaſk, in à formal, if 


— a/precipitant manner. They become Red 
_ with the diſhonowrs dove God by athers,, © 2p iocliged 
+40 throw the 
_ they fhun reprobe, excuſe, extentiare, . and at Job Roe 
"fend 2 11 ous nm Wh Jo; au 
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mſelves into temptation.— Having fallen, | 
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_ grounded: 
þ apt to fall into unbecoming 


im, or-e: $ concerning mm; Plal. 


lax „Jobi I 3. F 
a Wing his bote e picſaes ind influ- 


a 4 
from bis people, God belly an nel inten 

: 825 5 harden oP, men in their fin, but chieffy 

t correct believers themſelves,” for their ef Mikel 

2 gl geadneſs,+their want of holy awe of 7 o 

2 bas {yp of heart in the duties of bis worfſup, t 


his return, 
and too limited opulent wy 


n frames and ordinances, 06 e ce an 


2 hilt their dallyiug with temptations to, an 
: ado Oh of evil; and endeavouring to-{pare-fome 


"ha ful, 'theirattempting 10 f fatisfy their ſouls with 


1 enioy ments, their odduracy 
1 —_— 1 ſympathy towards othersin ſpiritual = 7 
14 or their commiſſion of ſome grofs fin ort co 


and ſhot them vp to a more lively, earneft and diſtinet 


under affliction, 


le, 


7 b iſt. ad of God in bim in the promiſe 
e ph oy the truth and firength of their 


BE 500 2 dim them in tbem to 
| 1 
| In by 4 127 5 to prepare them for ſerving kim in 


HT „ W 
5 ahe inſtructing and comfortibg of others 


ey, from Whom the Lord hath withdrawn! bis 


 K eaſible | comfor ts, ou Ws carne bo 85 php as Sir Me- 


| hard 19 he 19 5 ſpeeches 'conce! 
FIT and bis difpenfations towards them e 
oughbt ſeriouſly to canlider the vatue of ſpiritual 


at thein.diſquict or Bnconcern hurt others as well as 


5 Wen 3 that as there is till open acceſs to their 


and m have recovered their ſpiritual 
mew Fe allo a0 05 it; that God hides his face 


And, if be frequently « dileppoiar — 4 . 


ii; rin; 8 


Nenne rler 


ly t rize ſpiritual oom 
blige them bigh y to p p 


to God; and to guard a- 


__ forts, as an antidor® againſt temptation and trouble; 


„dam tbem, in order to make ihem were earneftty f 
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oy lo ta ſearch out, acke+ 
nowledge; and bitterly lament the ſinful cauſes of their 
defertion, and ſeck eomfort only in God as in Chriſt, 


Land to believe upon his own teſſimony the Unchatige- 


ableneſs and ſovereigu freedom of his love, and carnelt- 


plead the promiſes of the new covenant: relative to 


heir reſtoration and comfort, Pſal. vi; x; Kills zx; 

Xii; xxxvii; AI ; li; xiii : Ixix ; IXx vii: 
When the Lord withdraws his gracious influences 

to a fearful degree, the deſerted perſons light af their 

mind becomes leſs clear and leſs power ful to affect and 

humble their heart, excite them to duty, of repel temp- 


tation, and leſs attended with a lively faith of that 


which they know. The exerciſe. of their mind in ſpi- 


ritual and heavenly thoughts, is leſs fixed, frequent, 
and pleaſant. Their conſcience: becomes lefs tender 
with reſpect to ſeeręt and ſpiritual wickedneſs, beloved 


luſts, or ſius which are common in their age or place- 
Their will and affections become leſs active and fervent 
in deſiting ſpiritual objects and delighting in ſecret and 
ſpiritual exereiſes. Their deſire after God being mei 
abated, they ſeek him leſs frequeatiy, and with leſe 
care to find him., They leſs regard him as their chief 


end to regulate, retain and compoſe theit heart. Their 


confidence in the promiſes dwindles a way into a heart- 
leſz timidity, or a thoughtleſs and legal preſumption. 


Their hope abates in its: frequency of acting, and de- 


ſteem the promiſes of the new covenant, or to wean 


their affections from earthly things, prepare them for, 
or comfort them under ſuffering. The 


dcheir love to God, and delight in him, appear 
borgetfulneſs of himg; unwilliogneſs to walk with him, 


or be drawn to-bim;,—unchearfnloeſs in his preſence,. 
 Inconſtancy-in his way, and readineſs to be turned out 
of-it,-unconcern about attaining high degrees and large 

=O meaſures of grace. The decay of their delight in ile 
law of God appears in heir unreadineſz to approve it 

| ſelves, and in their ſhewing leſs _ 
Pp 8-7-0 0; (( 


in appoſition to them 
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fatiguiſhing of 
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A ces, 

. others, and deſpiſing the ee 8 ge acwoniti- 

dn, and excitements which he:gi 

for their rtiſhing headlong into 

 ronvictions, reſolutions, vous, u 
| * former eee hog 


. eee a; | 
to avoid: all appearsnces of, "Oh 
 MeanWhile me neg —— 5 


or a6mptations t 


pr! i "THAT een apa 


| A © 
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: my the ordinary infir mity ot faigts;&ce Their con-. 


 frience being thus. perverted; forbears-to warn agaiaſt 
ha, teprove for it, or render them uneaſy after com- 
mia it; ot even calls god evil and evil good. Their 
wil and affetions more deſire and delight in fin, and 
mort powerfully excite to the commiſſion of it — Hence, 
_withiliale reluctante, if not ſome pleaſore, they ruſh 
lato actual ſins, even ſuch as they had formerly repent - 
ed of, and geſolved to avoid. They make lefs prepa · 
_ Imjoafor. the means uf grace, have jeſs love to, delight 
ex Hvelineſs in them, and left concern when OP 
ko" bedehrby-chera.” „%%% SOR oy 5 Op | 
' "God'thus withdrew the echelon aud fanRifying 
menge of his grace, to diſcover to them their weak · 
* hefs and finfulneſs ; to torrett them for their pride, 
their careleſs improvement of eee — 
bffert, influences and attainmems of 
mar grieving of his Spirit, in diho zouring his: —— 

his direction and comfort, reſiſting his con · 
ions add drawings, proſtituting hiv gifts aud gra- 
being aſtamed of his truths; covying-his-gitts- in 


Dial. vx. 6,7 7. 0 
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| : bath ee partially ices, —— fo . 
jag and 
. bed aa * apa,” 


anctifying influence, is, to conſider, how 


A 


”# 4 


lies them! 8 ee | . 
of Satan; or the motions: of  their-i2dWwelling Juſts,— 
deprives them oi the comfort and reward of their 8. 
ty and daily-wayeth worſe and werſs, —They 
to ſearch out, and with bitter grief and hatred repent 1 
of the ſinful eauſes of their deſertion; aud ſuſtif) the 
Lord in all that is come upon them. They 50 to 
conſider, that their recovery is poſſible with God, is 
promiſed by him, - aud wh been often exemplified in 
_ theicaſe'of other believers; aud that alf delay of car 
neſtiy endeavouring to obtain it is extremely Hüfuf and 
dangerous. They ought to rouſe up their ſoul, and” 
as men exceedingly Fooliſh, guilty,” pollated, ab en- 
ſlaved, to embrace Fefus Chriſt as in the goſpel, made | 
of- God to them wiſdom,” righteouſneſs, fanRification ' 
and/redemption,—and; in waiting on the ordinances, 
take hold of, and earneſtly plead the promiiſes'sf * 
teturn Zocg in; vi Piel. XI; "M31 alli; Kae; 2 
| bee nds 3 n:; ix; Ai. 

Sometimes the Lor. b acon gat hy er ee 
| 1 m tions of His favobr. Bur 
often he — them deep-iato trouble: before he re- 
turn to comfort their ſoul after their remarkable a 4. ' 
tacy from him Me departiire begins on their fide, 
but his gracious tefürn alway on his. Tilt he gane * 
His influences; bey have neither inclination: nor ſtrengtg 
to return to him in the way of duty. His renewed 
manifeſtation of his love muſt determine them earveftly 
to — him, add this promotes further nearneſs, God 
fa good to the ſou} that "ſeeketh” him, and draws 
ES to NOK: that draw nigh to him, Lam. fit. 2 5. 

en beg 4 A Eri; Earle James Iv. 8. eee 
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III. . rs ei natively pings 
 from'tiving by faith on Chriſt, and holding” habitoal 
fellowſhip. with God: It doth not conſiſt in a multi. 
tude of thoughts on ſpiritüat ſübjscts, or even delipht 
in them. Suchithoughts may be forced on men by af- 
i . 900 pel 9 convictions, fears, or the 
like. 


Men mite phone eee eee 
7 leſapbien 'manner;+ in order to increaſe their rational 
koowledge. Mialſters way carefully ſtudy ſpiritual 
lobjects, in order mat by preaching them they may 
| procore for themſelves ſobſiſtence or honour, —withe 
- ont eve attaining mme ver! Joweft degree of this truly 
- Chriſtian temper⸗ piritual mindedneſs neceffarily 
ſuppoſeth'the jadwelling of the Holy Jhoſt as a Spirit 
of adoption. in men's beart, and bis having renewed it 
1 =} are with Chriſt, as a guict. 
ning Spirit, che Bord from buauen. It conſiſts in their 
meier my eee eee 2 
ſaving knowled; divine thiogs = their will : 
fections being engaged to ſpiritual: objects 3a 15 
conſequence of both, ——— 56 — 5 
quency in (pen 9 e eee truly 
135 manner. 2 1 bg 158: * Pk 3 
N der ſtandin 
3 „ Of Pee | objefts/ — Chriſt — 
2 wuſt dwell in it, teaching them to r 
een giving them the Spirit ef * —.—— revelas! 
tion, Eph. v, 8; and i 18. Iſa. Avi 1. die. 13. 
„ 7 xi. 33, 34. Their underſtanding muſt be ſtor- 
| 4 With the truths of God, revealed his con- 
cerxniog his per fections, purpoſes an ks, his cov 
0 nad of works and grace 3 ecaterning Qhrift the 
Mediator, in his per ſon, offices, ſtates, and work ;== - 
and the bleſſing of effectual calling, juſtification, a- 
doption, ſanctification, ſpiritual comfort, aud eternal 
glory, beſtowed through him ; and the laws and or. 
dinaaces which he hath given to his church — They 
miſt alſo carefully obſerve God providences; and their 
laaguage the temptations to which they are expoſed, 
and their proper remedies, and the ſins which defile 
and endanger them, and the means of deliverance — 
All theſe thiogs muſt de ſer in their proper light by the 
Holy Ghoſt; other wiſe the knowledge of them wilh- 
_ - like Hors and lifeleſs himber, al er A or puff * 
* 1 Cor. * I», ent. 2. 
(a) Their 


2 


- une — 
e i hs The CONE & 25 2 : 


eee and endowed with a Ae 
x or habit of indwelling grace. If they' de 7 di. 
ies into ane channel of motion,.-or,. by the preſ : 
die 6 troubles or of common convictions and alfure- 

ments of the Holy Ghoſt, thrown into a ſit of ſpiritual 
thinking, that will quickly evaniſh, and leave the ſoul ; 
as much as ever under the power of fin, Hol, vi. 4. 
Jer. Xxil. 23 2 Pet fil. 19, . (2.) They malt 
delight in ſpiritual things as uch. Thus, for inſtante, . 


they muſt deſire and delight ia goipel ardinances, ws 


tbe appointments of Chriſt, as having bim ſar their ſub- 
je. matter,; and at meant of conveying him and his . 
nei into their heart, not as means of ' manifeſting 
men's gifts, quicting a natural conſcience, or of ob- 
_ taining ſalvation by works, Plal. laxxiv«, 2, 10. and 
XIiil. 3, 4, with Ila. uiii. 2. Ezek. Xxxili. 31. MW . 
Their whole will and affections muſt cleave to ab ſpi- 
ritual things ar uch. Without this voiverſality-of dife 
poſition, there is no ſinderity mamifeſted: Matth. Xii. 
37 Jer. Xxix. 14. (a.] Each of the affections muſt 
_ at in its proper manner towards theſe ſpiritual and di- 
vine objects. Love, deſire, delight, and joy, mult fix. 
on, and reſt in them: rar muſt watch againſt every 
thing tending to diſturb this reſt + Hatred muſt vigo- 
rouſly oppoſe, and rr 
per cleaving to theſe divine objects, Rom. vil, 14% — 
285. Gal. v. 17. (5) The contemplation ot theſe ſpi- 
FK eee et Rkeneſs of men's 
"IM . and affections to them, 2 Cor. iii. 18. Job xvi. 
Prov. iv. ah ; — vic 1H eg 8, —Le 
oppoſe this growth in ſpirituality 
7 Mon as they will, it is' dreadfully contrary to 
ar — and commands of God; and to the ho- 
nour of his grace, the credit of religion and all true 
peace of conſcience for men, to pleaſe themſelves in a · 
® y-de _ __ ſhare: of abſolute perfection, It 
mark ineſs of heart, c n the, * 


bewail every defect of pro- 


laſts, 


. Lr 
1 what, F got.oalu Kox itt 5 
ein of eſcsping mier 1 Pet. i. 8.12. and 
i 1, 18. 1 e , i. 15,16% Hs Ar _ 
- Cat: xv. 58. Job . 
. 75 Tit. Yo 14, and. Ms © N 
4 Aug ner of taraal ſecuring, worldly m mindedaeſs, flag | 
ginn cotyplaints of their, ia ward condition. inclination 
Fl --nowards ſome part loſt, or to ela important du- 
dies off religion bil is extremely, diſpleaſing and diſ- 
+ homouth $90, . griexes his Spirit. aud excludes 
f "_ made It expoleth to. the pre. 
© bt hen God! bey, who are iulested with It, 
. _ therefore pa wht remember whence they 
| 5 Rn —recalto mind their former ex- 
etiences, à TE; dee. the 2. 


faineks and danger of b 
e wr ag is vn 
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from God, andi ir tler vigorouſly: e ther 
. waining vinity of cheit mind, faßey, anc 15 
their ſtriving apainſt temptations to carta nal m 40 Je, 
and labouring to keep their ſouf a continued” fountain 
W intent thooghrs.'” Oe Wh Per 

3.) There muſt be an babiriat reidineſs and fre 
quibuy in thinking on ſpiritual TobjeQts, 1 in a fray pl. 


"ritual manner,” Theſe ſpiritual thoughts muſt” got be . 


forced or drawn ont by externat conſiderations, hut 
muſt ſpontaneouſly flow from their ne nature, "as 
vater from its fountain, or flame from the fire, - "They 
muſt be eaſily excited by ordinances and providences 
they mult be attended with delight in thete ſ piritual 
objeRs as uch, and promote aff-Qion'to. es the 
ought to exceed our other thoughts, even about 0 
_ 4awfgl earthly employments, in number and fixednefs; 


they moſt become mre frequent and ffred, an od ha- 


ditually ſeine on their proper opportunities. of mornin 
and eveniag, fleepleſs\hotirs'of the night, or time of 
e on God's worſhip, and ought readily /t 
ſtart up id our mind, when we are oceupied. in our e 
vil buſineſs, —almoſt every thing we ſee, read, 


or do, becoming a mean or octafion of fome'f, , ben, | 


thoughts, Pfal. xl. 5. and mor 1. and rin. '6 6,8. 
and canis. 27; 180% = arr e ee ee . 
Tze advantage of ſuch f. puhneney of mind 10 exceed 
5 lar great. Ir mightily increaſeth believers'knowledpe 
dot divine things. It ſtrengthens their faith by a * 
quest contempfation of tiafeet things: kt 'emplay 
their heart in à conſtant reception of Jeſus Chr iſt. 11 
impreſſeth the love of God on txtelr heart, and ihflamzs 
it with lose to m. It caſts out Althiaels, 1 
paſſious diſtractions, deſpondency, wauderiag and We 
.  rineſs id religious duties, and dd weakens . * 
of indwelling"fin, and repreſſeth ies motions.” 7 
motes their fellow ſhip wirh Chriſt, aud God in H mn; 
teſtifies their love to him ; and cenfUrms them to þis 
image. It e conſcience, * ieee 
"vg | Qq. 5 3 
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4 _ muſt carefully avoid intemperance, anxious earthly 


2 | "ms ode, ae en 
_ - Holy Ghoſt, It anticipates the heavenly happiveli 
and promotes a longing readineſs for i it, Plal. i- 2. aud 
cnkix. 98, —100, and Ixxiii, 2 328. dil cmd ane. 
. 2 Cor. v. 1.8. 

To promote ne ee muſt make 
9 fire a ſaving change of our ſtate and nature by ſpiri- 
tual union to Jeſus Chriſt We muſt have an habitual, 

|  kumble and deeply affecting ſenſe of the natural cor- 
_ .ruption aud vanity of our. mind, and our inſufficiency 
0 think one ſpiritual thought. - We: muſt be much 
8 I. in applying Jeſus Chriſt, as offered in the 
goſpel, for pardon, Peace, holineſs and comfort... We 


wa *S, 
N * . 


7 0 cares, vain cohberſation, indulgence of particular luſts, 
ot of any thing which tends to render our mind car- 
nal. We muſt watch for occaſions and excitements of 


|. Fpirieual choughtsand affeRions, + We mult frequent- 


. : 4. 5 2 Cor. ii. 5. Gal. ij. 20. e Luke xxi- | 


5 * pp our minds to more ſtated and ſolemn meditati · 
n. Aud, we muſt perſevere in the ſtudy of ſpiritual 
mindedneſs, notwithſtanding all oppoſition, John xv. 


5 E F 


8 l . 
e e ho r 0 8 3 
5 1 A D 85 85 5. 3 * 2 


FP Turn HEART. This comprehends in it an earneſt 
— application of Jeſus Chriſt to our heart, that, D 
„ power ved blood, he may fix and keep it 5a 
dugh confiteration: of the importance of our heart 
and careful obſervation 


"of the 9 deep humiliation for the & | 


mis offt, aud eargeſt prayer for the Holy Ghoſt te pu- 
9 2 it ir „ ſolemo engagements on our heart; 
; | «much Feortmauning with our heart, is declar- 

In 1 dit, poſing it wich affecting 
= and laying weighty charges om it; conſtant 
1 ut 22 in dur beſt frames and realking 
Ahe preſence '6f Sd, as ever preient with, and looking 
00 TO * . br. 2 * n ne 
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tion Fo - Jeſus Chriſt as our ſympathizing . 
phy ſfician, — who hath uuſtinged our tronbles by; h. 


. 2 


1 ts No Wa if r 307 
th 3 to tempt, and ſin ever TRE in our 
t; and, as a careful and evangelical keeping of our 
heart much honours God, maniteſts our ſincerity, in- 
creaſeth our ſpiritual comfort, excites and ſtrengthens 


our inward graces, promotes the mortification-of in- 


dwelling luſts, prevents our yielding to temptation, 


and tends to adorn our converſation: before the world, 
we ought to keep with all diligence at all times.— 5 


But the keeping of it is rde deu inn * 


| cumltances/; as, | 
(..) Under . we muſk laboue to keep K | 
' from carnal fecurity and ſelf-confidence. - For this pur- 
| Poſe, we ought earneſtly to embrace God in Chriſt 
given in the/goſpet. to Kill it, as its proper portion z 
and to make our proſperity a mean of enjoying» his re- 

deeming and ſoul humbling love. We ought ſeriouſ- 


ly to conſider, how dangerous a. profperous outward 


condition is, and how many good men hav deen hurt 5 
by it — that God eſteems no man for his nutwardk 


wealth that, in the laſt judgment, We maſt, as his 


1 ſtewards, give account of our improvement of all that 
we enjoy; that God's favours ought to humble — 5 
lead us to love, praiſe and obey him, Pfal. xvi. 5 4 


Mat. Kix. 24. Luke xvi; 1 — 10. Rom ii. 415 
Under afflictions our heart ought to be kepe i 


ng and deſpondency by an earneſt, applica- 


death, and ſweetened tibem by his love; and by a be · 
lieviog conſideration, that the love of God to us An · 
changeable and eternal, aud that our afflictions, pro- 


_ eceding from it, remarkably work for our real and e- | 


verlaſting advantage; for the weakening, of our ſinful 


loſts, — of our graces, and anſwering our = 


ers.;—and that our: afflictions are much lighter t 
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choſe of Chriſt, and han we deſerve ; and that 21 CE 
ig under troubles:doth but add to their; Weight 1 
puinfuineſs, Heb. Kir eee 5 Wack dd A 


f Of a Grin condectiries,”. he 
3 oo 5 "When the church is is great diſtreſs or 
ve ought to keep our heart from anxiars- deſpondence . 
with reſpect to her and her concerns hy à tenewed, 
aloſe application of, and familiar fellowſhip. with Chriit 
her head; — and by a believing remembrance, that he 
is in the midſt of her, ſympathizeth with her, and 
will permit nothing to befal her, but which is-for her 
gead ; that ſhe hath alway been much more benefited 
dy adverſity. than by outward profperity ; that God 
' bath often delivered her when ſhe ſeemed in the/jaws, 
of deſtiuction, atid hath promiſed to be with her, and 
do bettet to ber than at the begipoing, Plal.Jxix., 34. 
36. and cu. FJ, — 28 Fre bk 
44.) When goſpel truths are borne down, and errot 
prepails, we ate to keep our heart from /ullen \ grief, 
a from inflability and deception, —by an icarneſt and 
| application of Jelus'Chrift, who. is the-truth 
_ and the life, to it, that he may inſtruct, comfort and 
te tſtabliſn it wand by conſidering that he, being the 
ervth, and dhe prophet, apoſtle, and faithful witneſs 
in his church, ſhall make it continue, and even ſhine 
more or leſs clearly and powerfully in this world, till 
the end of time by renounciog all dependence ou 
our own underſtanding,” and improviog him and his 
Spirit as our director aud eftabliſher ; —by ſtudying 
great ſingleneſs of heart, difigent fearching of the leries. 5 
and to have dur practice anſwerable to our know - 
edge, Heb. iii. 1. Eph.” iv. 12, 14. Col. il. 2. and 
er 56. Phat. L229," 2 Pet. * 7 5 ee N ne 
(S Amidſl mönifeld great dangers and diftradtions, 97 
Jemafthesß out heat i from ab iſb fears,—by carneſi 
3 of Jeſus Chriſt and his blood to protect us 
tram all judicial wrath, —aud by taking hold of. Gad 


in him. offered iu che promiſe, as our reſuga and pre . 
nt held Wer oupht alſo tb pander, that be, as u 


Jofivitely;gracious father, hath the management of: all 
things in this world id his hand ;—that he hath com- 
© us 20 to: "IE e Aaviſ Ma are 


F e, 
; E 


* — 


— 


1 keeping of the br. 0 
often groundleſs, and do our fouls much hurt- We 
ought to ſatisfy our conſcience from the word of God, 
that we are in the way of our duty We ought to 
conſider, how feaſqnably and graciouaſly God hath de- 
livered ourſelves or others when in like caſes. And, in 
truſting upon him and his promiſes of preſervation and? 
deliverance, we muſt caſt all our care upon him, Pſalms 
xlvi, Ia. xli. 10,16. and xliii. 1, 2. and li. 7.10. 
and xlvi. 4 Palm lv. 12, 1 Pet. v. 2919 0380 
6.) Under poverty, we muſt keep our heart from 
 difiruſt, murmuring , and diſbone/t inclination, by a be · 
liecving reception and improvement of God in Chriſt as 
aur all ſu icient portion: by conſideriug how much 
poorer Chriſt and bis deareſt ſaints have been; and 
that we have in paſſeſſon and right many ſpiritual = 
and eternal bleſſings, which are inexpreſſibly more a- 
ceſlent than any thing we want; — that our poverty is 
not our fin, but our afſliction, and hath many precious 
promiſes annexed to it ; that it is out infinitely wiſe 
aud kind Father that hath reduced us to it 3 that 1c 
is 4 bleſſed mean of empiying our heart for Jeſus*fuls 
nels, and will quickly iffue in our being filled wirh ak 
the fulnefs of God, Pal. cxtii. 4, 5, and lun J 
14. and ci. 17. add Ix vii. 10. If., xi. 17. Jam. id, 5% 
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) la attending en religions duties, we ought o 
keep our heart from wandering and draufineſt by 
baviog it much jmpreſſed with we redeeming love aut 
death of Chriſt, and with the omniſcience and omni - 
beer def: and with that eternal ſlate, which the - 
reſſect; -h. endeav ming alway to approach them ia 
a ſeribus and ſolemn manger z by ,confideriog! how I 
mich that wandering and drowſineſs affront S,, 
corrupt our duties, and darken bur evidences of fin: 
5 ſhip and, by heart broken mour ning over them, and 
4 erying to God for relief from them, particulariy when 

the Bet e Cen ve at- Hane. 

(8.) Uade great provocations and injuries we ought 
to keep our heart from /anful anger, paſſion, or inclina- | 
OS | | „ tion . 
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f 97 4 4 Chiifien 9 1 
Lion to eee an earneſt application of Chriſt's 
love to, and obedience and death for, his enemies; 
by a believing conſideration of the mercy of God, and 
of the example of Chriſt and his father? and his moſt 
eminent ſaints ; by conſidering, that God hath for- 
bdidden every form and depree of reſentment to us ;— 
that he bath a principal, but holy hand in all thaewe 
meet with; —that'we would be infinitely miſerable, if 
be ſhould, in joſtice, reſent all the injuries we do to 
bim ;—that by furious paſſion and revenge we aſſiſt 
Satan and our in ward luſts againſt our fouls, and ex- 
poſe ourſelves to farther injuries; that, if we avenge 

not ourſelves, God willhonoorably vindicate us, and 
rectify our cauſe, either in time or in the laſt judgwent, 

ph. i 31, 32. and 9. I; 2+ n xi. 1 Mat. 
: : . 40.—28. e | 

, 4g} Vader temptations, we ke to \ keep our heart | 

_  fromiftening and yielding, or from continuing in fin, 

if we have yielded; by an earneſt application of Jeſus 
Chrift, and his word, love, blood, Spicit, and fulneſs, 
for our direction, and defence, that our heart may 

_ be fortified with love to him, and hatred of ſin n by 
Conſidering, that there is no true profit, or pleaſure, 
dt honour in ſin, but much lofs, paid add diſgrace; 

|  _ - that God ſeeth our moſt ſecret ſins, and will expoſe 
-,, - ahem: publicly at the laſt day; and that, to improve 
dune mercy, of God, or examples of good men, as an 
encouragement to Go, is infinitely dangerous, and an 

_ - awful approach towards the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
* vi. 10,20; Mark xiv. 38. . 

([ 10.) U Ader f piritual darkneis and doubting, we moſt 
keep our heart from ſinful fear. and diſguiet, by an 

_ earneſt fleeing to Jeſus Chriſt as the great interpreter 

and alone atonement, and to the promiles of the goſ- 
pel reſpecting ſuch. caſes; and by conſidering, that 
| bender the awful behaviour of God towards us in our 
afflictions, - nor he moſt horrid temp Nations of Satan 
nor our. relapſing into ſins DN repented of, nor thi 


- decline of our affection ä or increaſe of i it | 


— * 


: "» Hoke a a void of + os” Mt 
.townrds creatures, nor the wandering of heart in reli- 
pious duties, nor the dreadful rage and prevalence of 
ſin io us. — mark our ſtate bad. Nay; their being our 
| heavy burden, is a ſire token of the goodneſs of our - 
1 Pſal. Ixiii; lxxvii; Ixxxviii; viii 7 n. Rom. 
Wii. 14,24. Plal, xix. 11, 12 | 
[...) Under ſuffering 107 Chriſt, wrt: keep 
our heart from fainting and apgſtacy, by earneſt appli» 
| cations of the love, obedience and ſufferings, and grace 
of Chrift to it, to cleanſe, fix and warm it with love to 
bim; and by confidering, what guilt, diſgrace and 
| miſery attend-the deſertion of Chriſt's cauſe in a time 
of need, —and what comfort, Honour and advantage 
attend faithful ſufferivg for him, a Cor. v. 14. 15. 
Luke xii. 8. 3 Pet. i ir. 185 14. Col. i 24. 2 e Ji. 1 
Its . 45 
(12) Under the near 0 3 ; 
to keep our heart from cleaving to this world, and 
from unwilliogneſs to die, by the molt eloſe applieati- | 
on of Jeſus death to our conſcience, as the foundation 
of our peace with God, and the means of unſtinging 
death to us by ſerioufly conſidering. that God, our 
Father, bath appointed men once to die; that death, 
in its new covenant form, is an jovaluable blefſiogs 
pürchsſed by Jeſas* blood, and prociired by his inter- 
ceſſion; and that, in death, we will depart from ſine 
and ſorrows, devils and wicked men, to Jeſus Chriſh 
and to God in him, as our excerding joy and that 
he can take better care of our pious deſigus and fur» 
viving relations than we can, Hof. xiii. 14 Heb, in . 
1 Cor. i. 22. Rev. Iv. 1 3. Phil. i. 475 ow laws 
Dias | | 7 8 * Fils C. 
1 75 Yah our Chriſtin JK; we odge ning ee 
dur ſelves to keep a conSCrnncs vorD'os: orrince 
e Go and \towards' mec is hat 
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—_ vat of 4 cette ties : 
It is often WO: aud erroneous. And * it is 4. 
"tended with much levity aud frothinefs of mind and 
practice: it is impa tient of contradiction or trial: ir 
"comforts men chiefly with their good frames, qualities | 
ü Works, and perſuades them, that they ate, fiogu- i | 
larly tender : it ſtartles at ſmaller fins, or even things | 
 B6ubtful;” or fudifferent, while it connives at plain and 
_ "Obvious trauſprefſions it renders men moſt intent on 
_ Jonbifol or circumſtantial ations of religion, and more 
 [Zealous agaioſt other men's ſins than againſt their own: 
pays more regard to cuſtom, human commands, and 
eſpecially men's own inventions, than to the command 
ol God; or, under pfetence of high regard to the word 
of God; ſeeks to throw off all regard to human bonds, 
* authority derived from him: it animates men b 
wWalicions bitterneſs and perſecution aga aiuſt fuch is | 
Ses comply with its diftates, Phil. fl. 1.—4. Aﬀte 


x: 7 ＋0 giant 0 the vetelliy, Gene and 3 
of his influences in preſerving men from evil, And the 
uſefulnefs of his word as the only ſufficient rule of faith 
Ad practice. and to make them depend ou him, not 
oon their owa conſcience, for direction, to exercife 
Wel race, ſais the pride of all glory, excite others to 
fear and watchfulneſs, and Ws promote the judicial 
 Hardhefs'of the cargal world, God ſometimes permits 
ats dun people to fall under the power of a deluded con- 
eiener. Meanwhile, their own ighorance and inclina- 5 
0 thy evil, eſpecially if attended with ſtrong tempta- 
ons. their raſh jodging and haſty embracement of 
opinions relative o faith and duty, and their being 
_  bialſed by prejudice, cuſtom, or felfiſh concern; aud | 
- their apprebending that their good intentions will 4anc+ : 
ny the weans which they uſe, concur to render them 
__ eafily* deluded, Plalm Ixxxi. 11, 12. Jer. Avil. 9.— 
Ard hence proceed their ignorant zeal, their | 
 affetion to ſome praticular tener! or courſe, and the 
1332 of 3 ſecret ON _ fell, * 75 an 
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„ aging a conſeitnce' vo * offence. 1363 
pleaſant frames which: they enjoy in their way, are im- 


Te to delude their conſciedces into further . 


c 4 fervent. 190% Jaſtiag attachment to them, not 
pages 6 e realons offered e en- 


9 : #4 11 I ot bd Ae 
10. 0 to 4 their conſcience 7 Ki deluſion; men 


I 


ought ear neſtly to apply_the blood af 'Jeſus Chriſt for | 


1 it from dead works, perceived or unpercei ved. 


They ought molt ſeriguſiy to conſider, hom, faful ad 
dangerous it is 10 have the deputy of God in em 
0 placing: ilſelf in God's rom, and commanding, ſtirring * 
uß aud approvipg rebelliop agaioſt his law; that, how- 
- evef canſcichtion>: they be, the want of conformity i in. 
their conduct to. God's law, Which qught 4 be l. 
1 prene, dag en rule of conſcience,: renders. it wicked + 
 apd damaable, They ought carefully to obſerve, what 


"tokens of a deluded canſcience they bear. Thi ey ought 
to conſylt- ſerious, Junicions and; diſintereſted: Ss, 


_ . ou'thele matters, in which * . 7 


larly zealous— They may der, how 
i Would Joye their own courſe, in Jogt he as they. diſlike. 


Sometimes men's:con{cience is Slant, when it is not 


properly deluded. To bumble his people; r lr them 


whether they will forbear that which doth not clearly 


— 


| and limiting 5 or their 

tural dictates, flence it: or, 
nal jaterefls, affeRions, feats, friends 
them te 9 is, 0 pb pas ng ay bſtening 


lion, againſt irs ſerip- 


to, and b earing it. In ſuch a cafe; Jeſus Org d 15 


his atoneme ought. to be cacneftly received i intg; our 


conſeience, ihat His inf nance — apes 2 
fGighted and faithful... 35 e cple.of onr,ignarance = 
J 


and weakneſs muſt be The {ns which have 
n our conſcienca: n be ſoughe out aud re- 
; ** e, TT es 


* 


p io learch the ſcriptures. as thiir any rule e try 5 


appeat to be duty, and wake them highly efteemand 
ſeek after bis own iaſſrustive influences; the Lord 

lometimes reſtrains their eonſcience. Meanwbile, their 
ignorance, their contulting- of it in 4 ſellifh, biaſed, - 
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bought and accepted. In the" ſtrength of Chril, we 
N malt act up to the feriprural ght which we have, 
els after fellowſhip with God, and wait upon him 
| he reveal his mind to us. We muſt carefully ob- 
7e the providences of God towards us, and how we 
C. circiimftantiated and, in our darkneſs, careful- 
walk according to the general rules of God's word, 
in doing whatſoever is pure, grave, juſt, lovely, and 
8 report, —and in all aiming at the glory of God 
edification of men, Prov. iii. 3, 6. Lam. [ite 49. 
Phat v3. 43. Phil:iv-8. 1 Cor: x. 3k 
To render our conſcience truly good, it moſt, by 
55 a believing application of Jeſus” blood, be transferred 
From under the law as a covehant of works, and purg - 
ed. from guilt, defilemenr, and deadneſs,—to- ſerve 
God under that law as a rule of life. It muft be kept 
_ glean by an habitnal application of this blood by faith 
to remove the influence of our daily infirmitics, * N 
Fially the more diſcernible and preſumptuous. 
maul de acquainted and deeply impreſſed with the Pa 
ef God and his authority, holineſs, love, and other 
ivice perfections therein manifeſted. + In its whole 
work of Judging; directing, exciting, approving, or 
3 achions or qualities, conſcience muſt pro- 
eciſely according to the ſcriptures, as its rule 
„ Its declarations and dictates ſo formed, 
== be carefully regarded and obeyed, aufwerably to 
_ every. circumſtance, in our caſe- We myſt never at- 
| Rempt to bribe out conſcience by any conſideration” of 
_ profit, plefure, or honour never rebel a- 
Piat! Its direckidns and challenges 4 never ack with an 
Anclear and doubting conſcience; never pretend to be 
Influenced by conſcience, when! it is only our affections, 
| fancy or cardal intereſts that ſway us; never offend the 


* 2 > conſciences of others, in 1 things which, 2 t circomſtan- 


ces Conlidered, are rodifferent aud after all, we uſt 
betake ourſelves wholly to the righreouſheſs. of Cbriſt 


* * PI gt of the confidence of ee, 
1 : . fore 


SEW | 


e avoid i offence: 


; tn e as 2 

nir. 19 — vü; ix; x. 3 
If our conſcience be truly 1 
5 us; to a daily application ol Jeſus blood, - for maint 

75 iog its purity and quiet :—it will 17 iy fir. Us 
up to all known duty, particularly the more 4 

it will carefully regard the principles, manger and en 
of our works: 
the word and providence of God, and will condemn, 


BY 


250 


mance of duties: it will earneſtliy promote holy jealog- 
' ſy of ourſelves, and care to keep even duties and gra: 
ces out of Jeſus? and his Father's room in our heart. 
A our gonſcience he tender, thongh weak,” it is 
5 good: In ſuch à caſe, we will he much given to try 
our actions, natural, civil and religious, 


with ref] pet 


| to principle, motives, manner and end, and be glad t@ 
N their real imperfections, and ready to make a 
humble, hearty,” and particular acknowledgment of 


them. Our heart will be deeply impreſſed with the 


majeſty, mercy, holineſs, omnipreſence and infinite 
© knowledge of God, and we will habitually lothe our» 
ſelyes in his icht, for all our iniquities, earneſtly 
plead for pardon and mortification, and readily receive 
Chciſtian:reproof, — Notwithſtanding much confuſion 
and — 2 mens conſcience appears mcere, if it be 
tender with reſpect to fin and duty; if it diſpoſe to 
bumble and earneſt ſeeking of direction from God, and 
to a chearful performance of duty, as far as it is known. 
aud to a holy jealouſy of ourſelves ;—and'a guarding = 
againſt the influence of carnal-intereſts and 2 
Job xxxi. Plalm ii. 5. and *. 2 Cor: vil. 11. 8 
KXXVi; 31. Pfal. cxli. 57. 
When men's conſcience is bod, it diftates to Try 
5 by faſtening the commanding will of ( God r 
ties, to be performed on their mind, —or his threaten- 
ings, when they have ſigned, and by its quietneſs and 


15 2 when' they have done well. ——Before we 


and 
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Heb. ix. e X. 21 Ie „ 
ph | will biet ings : 


it will readily accept of challenges from. 
and be burdened with our imperfectious in the perfor- | 


1 8805 to du- 
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_ Jawtulneli- . $77 order to this, our — 
otipfit tg de habitvally waſhed from. dead works, in 
the blood of Chriſt, and under the powerful conſtrain 
- of bis fedeemigg love. We ought carefully to gyard 5 
* wy rac of ohr ee aan nenn ia. 


rot Our weste « well — Ys — word o 
Soc telt, nor men's Writings on it; and to have its. 


didates extmined by it, and ſabmitced to, as bearing 


| © the F_uthority of God, in and through bis great depn- 


„ Conſcience not only r 


All the. diftates of a 66 i copſcienee 
proceed from the oracles of God, extend to the prin 
the matter; d being atrended with vie ws df God's 
reatueſs 120 holineſs, tend to humble us before him. 
Fhereas the dictates of carnal intereſt zud a ffection 
© edforced with ſelfin and worldly mot ces and ends 
r mile regard to the principle, GLnaey of ea 
0 up mep with pride aud puffion; y ! 

ens rebellion againſt their ent is fin 
ot Fight, convictions aud engagemen ttz is extreme- 
7 (riwinal. | It proceeds from their want of A due awe 
f God v > tie ſpirjt,—their ignorgnee' of the high 
bbligation- of conſcieuce, their having ſtu pified it dy 
e krequett commiſſiou'of leſſer 8 of ſtady 0 ba 
1 Into an approbarion. of fin, or from their 
Aipg with It by #al in ſome things, in order 0 hy 
nietneſs in ſome fin, IId. Xvi. 19 1 

1 us 10 ad or fürbear and 
. what we do. and in What manng but ala 

terward (per on eee in order 10 declare 


Tom 5 Was ih be Inari What wiaigh "995.9006 
k. 1 5 2 for N 3 x 
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Wing 3 . 
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it manifeſts à tender walk ; it prevents wuch ſin, pro- 


mates inward peace; aud a holy and chearful converſa. 


tien; — and without it, oht ſoul will be fearfully over 
Whelmed with cunfuſion and corruption, Pal. iv. 4. 


and xix, 5. 1 John iii. 21. But it is often very 4. | 


cult. It ought therefore to be alway begun with be- 
—— views and applications of Jeſus Ebtilt, as the 


opitiation' for our ſius, and Realer of our plag nes 5 


i fe epi ta be frequently and ſeriouſiy eſſayed, eſpe- 
cially when our mind cam calmiy dwell upon the fub« 
ject; and it ought to be mingled- with much ferveot 

prayer for the, Lord's direction iu it, Zech, xiii. i. and 
xii- 10. Exel. XXVI, 31. Plalm ckxxix. 23.— 1 is 


3 exceedingly neg lecteu. through the prevalence or reigu 
of corruption in out heart,. ur carnal ſecurity,—our 
indirect apprehenſion, that our condutt cannot abide 


to render ſuch examination of our conduct pleaſant to 


H 3 us, we ought to act conſcientiouſſy in all- hidp s. Be. 


ing united to Jeſus Chriſt, and having him death in 


us as a principle of actions, we, under the influence of 
his blood, Spirit and authority, ought, with quickneſs 5 
_ and clearneſs, to obferve, eſteem}, aud delight in all the 

| branches of holineſs and righteoufneſs, required by 45 


law, and endeavour to perform them in the moſt f 


fect degree, and particularly the mote difficult 118 
of ſelf dental, warring with ſceret, beloved, and pre- 
Failing lofts, truſting in à hiding God; Aud perſever» 
ing ip his way, notwithſtanding many funibling' blocks 
laid ee wy it e ii. i, —1 * FE.) | 
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1 00 n 100 780 being „ 
= things in our lot, no ſmall part of out Chriſtian bes 


Haviour relates to them, (.) In ſoltmolyrepeatiog out = 
believing recepticn*sf Jefus Chriſt as our all-ſufficient 
R * * „ WOT 4orrows, | 
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2 trial, Our imagiuing that ſome other religious per- 
formance may compenſate the want of it. In order 
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our ſafe ene Sow: en and d ben 
niediate enjoyment of himſelf and his father, and by his 
. ee, power aud grace, draus ur thitber. 429 
Ia ponderiag God's ends and deſigus in oiir trouble, 
; e. that he may awaken our conſcience, inſtruct our 
mind is the knowledge of Chriſt and his fulneſs, excite 
i us to prayer, wean our heart from the world, .mortify 
bur idwelling tuſts, try and improve our grace, and 
make us redeem time, &c. (3.) Ia ſearching ot the 
ſinful cauſes of our trouble; what ſins our conſcience 
moſt preſents to our view3+-what others obſerve in 
our conduct; what appears marked in our trouble; 
or hath been frightful to us in the views of death, &c, 
(4. ) In ſerious thinking of death, and endeavouring to 
meet it in a ſtate and frame of peace with God, Deut. 
Xkix. 29. (5. In committing th iſſue to God's plea 
_ fre, and reſolving to honour bim, if he recover; us, 
Phil. i. 21, 22. Pfal. cxv. 21, (6.) In diſceruiug his 
band in our trouble, however beavy and long, and 
7 == his conduct, as wiſe, juſt, ne and kind, 
1 Fam. iii. 18. Pfal. caik. 67, 710 x. %% Awidſt 
our lamentation over our condition, never murmuring, 
as that diſhonours God, and adds to our trouble, 1 Cor. 
x. 10. (8.) In kindly fefignation to our trouble, —as 
ſent by our own+ God, as needful for us, and under 
which he will ſupport us, and which will quickly paſs 
over, 1 Cor. x. 13. 2 Cor. iv. 17. (9.) In praiſing 
God that our troubles come to us in love, and are fa. 
mixed with mercy, and work ſo much good for us, 
_ Pſalm cxix. 67,71 75. Heb. xii. 10, 11. Lam. iii. 32. 
 (10.) In examining our tate, and calling to remem - 
brance the gracious viſits of Cod to us, and ponder- 
ing, believing and pleadiog the promiſes, particularly 
| ſuch as have been formerly ſweet to our ſoul,” 2 Sam. 
 Xxilt. 5. Pſalm xxiii. 4. (1 1.) In deep concern for the - 
: ſucceſs of true religion after our death, and labouriug 
by prayer, exhortations and encouragements to raiſe 
up a ſurviving ſeed for Chriſt, Deut. iv,. —xxxiii. Joſh. 


19 SW; + Kir. 1 e NAI. 620 In watch» 
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fulneſs againſt Satan's temptations, in that eſpecial hour 
of them, Matth. xxiv. 42, 44. (13.) In contem» 


4 


plating the glories of that heavenly ſtate to which we 


are travelling, and our new covenant charter and claim 
; to it, 2 Cor. v. „4. 2 Sam. XXiii. 5. | (14+) In 
much folemn committing of our ſpirits, aud our rela- 
tions and friends, and the church, to God's care, Pſal. 
XXxIi 5. Jer. xlix. 11. Acts xx. 32. Gen. klix. Deut. 
xxxiii. (1 5.) In taking death · gripes of Chriſt's offers 
ol himſelf to us, as the chief of ſinners, eſpecially, it 
| Satan or our own conſcience attempt to, perſuade ns, 
that we are ſtill unregenerate, 1 Tim. i. 15. (16,) I 
s neceſſary, that we have our temporal eſtate ſo juſtly - 
and prudently diſpoſed of, and ſettled, as to injure 
none, and occaſion no contention' among friends, or 


render our remembrance unſavour y, Phil, iv. 8.Pfalm 
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__ CCANDALS: comprehend all theſe fanlts'which 

Th tend to weaken our: neighbours ſtrength for, and 
comfort in duty, or make him ſtumble into fin, —whes | 

ther they pleaſe: or diſpleaſe bim, Nothing therefore 
is ſeandaloury. bus in fo far as it is fioful is itſelf, or in 

the evil or imprudent manner of performing it, and in 

ſo far as it is known to others. Scandal or offence 16 
given, when ſomething ſtumbling 10 others is regllx 


ſuch 
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aud openly maintained or practiſed. 47 is taten, when | 


* 
— 


© 


ao of Scand F 
ub ede lende of opinions or ſuch practices are id - 
proven as an occaſion of ſiimbliog out of the Lord's | 


Pete as hah ir,” 


way, or becoming more weak and  inaftive in it. 


Sometimes, offence it given, but through the grace 


2 God i is not taten. Sometimes, men imagine it to 


be given when it is not, and accordingly ſtumble as if 

p ted been really given. But too ordioarily, it is both 

and taten, and there is ſin in both 3 and 

8 2 of it- It is very ſinful ro LE _— od 

ban moſt exprefly forbidden it, and repre 

1 extremely hivtfol and dangerous to. onrſelves and o- 
_ thers. | Even in doing that which the law of God al- 


wed, Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſiles manjfeſted much 


aly care to avoid” it. It manifeſts much contempt of 
7-0 10, and wuch pride, uncharitableneſs, aud want of 
- brotherly affection towards our neiglibour. It de- 
ſttoys many ſouls, weakens or 8 brotherly 
love, and leads men licentiouſly to praftife every thing 
that is right; in their own eyes. It undermines the 
_ © foul-edifying fellowſhip” of Rin on carth, —kindles 
ſtrife —infrodoceth confuſion; 
the Chriſtian religion,” Mat: vilith, Rom. xiv. - 1 Cor. 
vill; ix; x——la taking offence, there appears wuch. 
raſhneſs and felf-love.* It raiſeth dondts and miſinter- 


- Pretations of our neighbouts principles or practices, 


and raſh judging of them; or ſtits up carnal joy or 
. grief, prejudice, frerfulneſs, jealouſy, pride, emulati- 

5 2 and anger; or e we e of e 1 
* ences. * e er, 


= e 2 
oy, 3 14 8 US i; 72 ARS 3 


* Every 48 nao! * gdf and oben to 7 is 


> 2 dire@ ſcandal or offence, 5 or. x. 11. Acts law ful | 
in themſelves become ſcandalous, when they are per- 
formed in ſuch manner and circumſtances, as tempt o- 
mers 0 do any thing ſinfal; or make our good ey 
bar ſpoken of; or tempt others to raſh judging of üs; 
0 en their eſteem of us, and affection to us; 
; er mat their Ec OT} or © laduce them en 


uted ol 


* 8 
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5 on us in that Which is indifferent in nel, to be . 


- wounding of their conſcience, or ſhake them out f 


received principles of, truth, or divert from more plaig b 
aud neceſſary duties to doubtful diſputations and cir- 
cumſtantial obſervances ; or, when they ſtir up anger, 
raſh jealouſies,, and; evil ſurmiſings ; or, when c 
pliance with indifferent rites import an Ke "x [ * 


their being impoſed as parte of God's IP, Re 
xiv. 1 Cor. vii, r; xiv. My. Xviii. 
G tho gh oo neceſſary duty de ever to be ww 
borne, or real fig cammitted, . in order to prevent gie. 
ing or taking of e that which is indifferent 
in itſelf, is to be practiſed or forborge; as beſt conduc⸗ 
eth to prevent "offence ; privileges not abſolutely nes 
ceſſary, ought to be parted with, rather than give of. . 


fence. , And 7 Rk and circumſiances of performs. 
8 


ing poſitive. acts of duty, ought to be ſo ordered, as - 
may beſt, prevent the taking of offence, Rom. iii. 8. 1 
Cor. viii. 13, 9. and x. 23.33: Gal. ii. 11,16. 1 
Cor, vi. 12. ap. vi. 10 A˙f the actions we e ee 
be certainly lawful i in. themſelves, and the tendeney of - 

their circumltances, to occaſion. offence,, only doubtfub, 


we ought, in the moſt prudent manner, to inform thoſe . 


who, through weakneſs, are apt to take offence at _ 
them. We ſhould conſult ſuch as are more diſintereſt- 
ed than ourſelves in theſe points. We ought ſcrioully 
to think what we would wiſh done for our edification, 
were we zn our neighbour's ſtead. We oncht impar» 

tially to conſult our conſcience, not our ſelfiſh humour, 
before God, and earneſtly cry to him for direction. 
- And, in fine, we ought to forbear our aRing in that 
matter, null the inoffeaſfivece(s of theſe circumſtances 
de plain and manifeſt, 1 Cor. win ; *. Rom. AIV. 

If Eu furts, as circumſtantiated,. be of ſmall import» 
ance, or if they tend to the reproach. of our Chriſtian 
profeſſion, and harden others. in. deſpiſing or oppoſing 


the goſpel of Chriſt. they ought to be holy given up. 


But, if not, and if the giving-op of them. would en- 
AN 3 in degeit or diſnonoſt zwe ought to 
n eee Kae 


> 


to —_ relative ts 30 affions,. 


kae them with great weekaefs and candour, and 
dDught, o the utmoſt of their power, to prevent our 
. from uſing any fraud or falfhood, in order to 
obtain our claim, en v. 40. 1 Cor. vi. 2,—-6,—— 
God, our moſt hip h ſovereign, Lord of our conſcien · 
ns. having prohibited all giving of offence, as ſinful, 
commands. of earthly, {ſuperiors can, in the leaſt, 
Varant our doing any thing which, as circumſtantiat- 
ed, is offenſive, 1 Cor. x. 32. Matth. xvii. If our 
emiſſion of ſome acts occaſion offence, as well as ihe 
2 of them, we ought, nevertheleſs, to for · 
every thing which is in itſelf indifferent. Io ſo 


E _ duidg, we give. no offence ; but our neighbour, only 
Fakes it. la ſuch caſes, we ought alway to take the 


maſi ſelf- denied fide, and condeſcend to our weak and 
cFircumſpect neighbours, —rather than to thoſe who ap. 


„ 
5 3 


pear biaffed, ſelf-conceited and perverſe, as the laſt 
are more led by their humour thao by their conſcience. 


en fr fine, we ought alway. to take that fide, on which 


$1 


| . is leaſt appearance of giving offence. 


When offenfive practices abound, 4L L, in general, 
ht to flee.to.. Jeſus Chriſt for preſervation and di- 
ion, do een een which, appears doubtful to our 
- fellow Chriſtians, dut that which is neceſſary duty; — 
vard againſt tumbling at the blocks hich are aid 

* our way ; beware of deſpiſing or raſh judging of 
others; avoid all engagement in perplexing and un 
neceſſary diſputes : endeavour much activity and live- 
. Jineſs in Plain practical bolineſe, and in faithfully and 
kindliy temoving of offences in the manver preſcribed 
by Jeſus Chriſt ; in fine, we malt labour to exerciſe 
eminent affection and condeſcenſion toward others, 
Particulariy ſuch as differ from us, —and all this from 
83 regard to the glory of God, and the peace and 
Edification of the church, Pſalm xvi .1- and cxix 165. 
1 Cox. ix. 19.—23. and viii. and iv. 26. Rom. xiv. 
RV. 1.6, 1 John ii. 10. 2 Tim. ii. 10.” 16, 17» 
23- 5 iv. 12, 13. Aud muſt beware of all partak- 
A DONE: . * At. 2 it 
is as 


E 
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BY 
5 


2 
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| Ho xviii 15, —18. 


church judicatories, Matth. zviii. 15,18; When's 


Proper, Rom, xiv, 19. 1 Cor. xiv. 26, 0. * 


* n relative to „n —_ 325 
n in their power to hinder it, —by exciting, canſiog, 


| commanding, encouraging, defending or rewarding it, = 
. and 7 not duly reprovings oy mourning over it, Ep : 


be 1 | 
8 offenſive practices abound; > deck wied 5 
ought to ſhew themſelves eminent patterns of r 1 

5 9 holiaeſs and humility they ought. to bs 


deeply affected with that giving or tating of oer, 


which they perceive in others, and by prayer, reproof, 
advice and intreaty, labour to prevent offences, or root | 
them out before they ſpread ; and ought to cultivate - 
the moſt intimate union and ardent affection among 


themſelves ——Miniſters ought to avoid the mention- 


iog of any thing which tends” toward doubtful diſpu· 
tations, and to endeavour leading their bearers to the 


moſt important _ practical points of religion, 1 Tim, RPA 


iv, 7, 12. 2 Cor. i. 10. and ix. 19.23. and vi. 1. 


11. Rom iv. 17, 19. Church-rulers ought alſo care- 
fully to proſecute public ſcandals in the mauer pre- . 


ſeribed by Chriſt, and 5 A wraly Chriſtian der 


Such real offeaces as, through the reſide of the 


' country, are common among circumſpect Chriſtiaus, 
_ eſpecially if no public and ſoſemu warnings have been 
given. againſt them, or if they relate to things which 


are in themſelves indifferent; - and even ſuch groſs of. 
fences as, it is evident, cannot be got legally proven, 
or which are known only to a few, to whom the oke 5 

fender hath confeſſed his fault, and profeſſed his repen - 
tance for it, and which can be 1 2 ſecret without i int. 
juripg any other, onght not to de proſecuted before 


multitude arg involved in a particular ſcandal, e 
if their temptation was ſirong, a formal 


. 


of them will ſeldom tend to general fleas "But. 


the holding of à public faſt op, that account ' rnay - be 


In managing private offences, che reprover's te: 


—_ cg kind and — 9 of 24 


4 


ene eee A ata. 


8 God, and his er en d 
kind, but duly plain and ſharp; He mult carefully 
- conceal the offence from others who are not neceſſarily 
concerned to know it, that he may not involve himſelf 
in backbiting and reviling, —in which: one may ſome- 
times hurt his neighbour and the church more, byre- 
Porting a truth vhich ought to be concealed, than dy 
- Foporung a falſhood, againſt which his neighbour can 
vindicate himſelf, Lev. xix. 16. Prov. xi. 13. and xx. 
Qs. and xviii 8. and xxvi. 20. Oh U wee e 
8. C ponder this 
When offences have bon tad deforn many, 
knew nat the perſon; —or, when few of 
nn. preſent obſerved the offence committed; 
or when, though the offence: was very public in the 
- where it was committed,” it is knows to very few 
lo the place where the offender reſides, church rulers 
- ought carefully to ponder, Whether their public pro- 
_ fectition of it, would not rather ſpread the ſcandal, 
1 wound religion, than edify the church. But, 
when offences are W finful, and, through their 
| Ercuroſlances, or iſſue, or the offender's obſtiuacy, 
publicly known, they qughr to be. judicially proſecuted 

y church courts, 1 Cor. 5 and . 10. Natths viii. | 
25 19. eee . 

I dhe proſecution of public PR Beck the hopoue 
of Jeſus Chriſt aud his ordioances, the general edifi- | 
eation of ſonls, and the recovery of the offender are 
10 be carefully kept in view, and all the form and cir · 
3 of the cenſute aceommodated thereto.— 
Nothing ought to be brought to the public, unleſs in ſo 
2 — as ne ng ends of edificaiion requireit'; nor, in ordi- 

ought any thing to be brought before church 
== till after the offcader hach been privately 
t with, Matth, zviſi, 15. 17 —-◻ln their dealing 
with offenders; church rere ought, as far as they 
lawfully can, to overlook all perional affronts and in- 
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ſiome raſh expreſſions at firſt compearance, and the like, 
 —and ought to behave with much meekneſs and 
E compaſſion, mingled with grave authority, 2 Cor. x. 
4. and xiii, 10. 1 Cor. v 1,—5.—Diſcipline oughtto 
de inflicted and received, as 4 goſpel ardinante, ſub- 
ſervient to the preaching of the N and much pray- 
er made to God for the 1 of it. Proceſſes, once 


| degün, ought to be carried on with all proper: expedi. 


tion, that conviction may be urged home on offenders 
cConſcience, while it is awakened and tender: andhat 
they may not be irritated: with undue delay, nor dhe 
judicatories burdened with a multitude of Na r at | 
- 0 Mat. viii. 17,—19-: 1 Cor. v. 1.5. * 
It is very difficult to ſtate preciſely, what 341871 e- 
ion is neceſſary to remote a public offence. Cho? 
magiſtrates ought frequently to puniſh the offenders 
at criminals, by fines, or otherwiſe, - no ſuch thing 
4 caught ever to be exacted by church judicatories as any 
ſiatisfaction, as their weapons of authority are hot car - 


nal, but ſpiritual, Nor is it much better to reſt con- 


tented with a certain number of public appearanees, 
without moral evidence of ſerious: repentance, Jehan 


5 Xvili. 36. 2 Cor. X. X. 4. Rev. li. 15, 16. — Nor "8 a 


mere verbal Ackles e of the ſinfulneſs of the 

offenſive act, and profeſſiau of ſorrom for it, ſufficient 
fatisfattion,' as the leviiy aud other © circimſtances at - 

5 3 this may plainly mark a ant of real ſetiouſneſs. 
Nor, ought an inward reality and true ſiacerity of 
eee to be inſiſted an as a neceſſary ſatisfaction, 
as that is kaown only to God. But nothing leſs than 
an apparently. rials confeſſion of fin, profeſſion of 
© Ke for it, and promiſe of amendment, accompani- 
ed with an anſwerable practice, can be juſtly accepted 


dy church rulers, as a latlefaction tor a e teandal, ; {0 


: Mat. Kvili. 17. 2 Cor. ii. 6, 7. | 
_ If offenders contema the ae of church jdt; | 
| eatories againſt them, refuſe1o-appear at their bar, or 
with dad language abuſe them to their face, or juſtify 5 
b . or if have i TEIN into 
8 the 


. 1 Ba j 
I the ſame, or ike offences, more ſatisfucrion becom b 
neteſfary. But, if the original offence was of a leſſer 
nature, perhaps ſimple obſtinacy, or even contempt of 
the court, will ſeldom warrant a procedure to formal 
excommunication.— If the original offence was plainl7 
_ 'Seinus in its nature, as" fornitation, dunkelt, 8 
_ bog, profane fy wearing, wilful neglect of ſecret or f- 


dal eu} Arad. 


mily prayer, or the like, the contempiuoiis offender, 
after much dealing With him, aud ſolemn prayer for 
Bim, and for a bleſſing on the cenſure,” is to be ex 


communicated from the church of Chriſt and deſivered 
unte Satan, Matth. vin. 17. 1 Cor. v. 4. 5-1 Tim. 

i. 20. Tit. i 1. —1f offenders oppear neither ſerjons 
nor obſtivate, it is oftentimes proper, tbat they ſhould 


be publicly rebuked, in order to humble them, warn 


others, and minifeft the chureb's abhorrence of their 


ſin. But they ought. nevertheleſs to be kept from ; 


| _ fealing ordinances, 1 al "they: bs 8255 een e 12 Tim. ; 


Ve 20: 


Even Shy" the oeh del are moſt: poblic,- tiene „ 


dealing with the offebder may be uſeful to convince and 
humble him, but ovght not to prevent judicial proſe- 
cation, —Offences which were committed in the view 
of many who knew the offender, or were committed on 
purpoſe that many might know them, or are like to be 

| known by many, or ready to infect” many,—require ; 


the moſt public ſatisfaction. Nay ſometimes, though 


plain ſcan dals be not altogether public, yet, if they de 
denen reckoned offenſive'in the place, or are known 


to be committed by others in ſecret, or if the offender 5 
is known to be uncireumlpect in other matters, or if, 


by reaſon of his reputed: piety,/ his example be apt t 3 
ſeduce others. it may be proper to require public fa- 


tisfaction. Public rebukes aud admon it ions are 14 | 


properly preceded by ſolewn prayer. They ought to 
de admiviſtered with the utmoſt impartiality, and with 
authority, gravity, grief, abd tender n ' 


a They ought to be received with a deep impreſſion of 
a the 8 of Jeſus * in — aud with much 


| droken ac ls 


* 


1 Month aelatine; 40: . | "i 5 


8 I n of heart, and earneſt application of bis 5 
biood for pardon and purification —They ought xo © 
de witneſſed with much grief for, and indignation, at 


the offence, compaſſion, to, and prayer for the offen- 


der, with deep lothing of ourſelves on account of our 
indwelling ſig, and its innumerablg irruptions, and with 
application to Jeſus Chriſt-for repentance and forgive= 
neſs, with thankfulneſs to God fot preſerving us Tom. 


ſcandals, with, reſolutions to take more earpelt. hee 
to our heart and way, and with an outwardly grave 


5 and ſorrowful behaviour. hen off. nces have been 
very atrocious, or when the offeuder hath. been ex- 
: communicated, it may be ſometimes proper, that he 5 


ſhould publicly declare what ſenſe he hath of his- fin. 


But, in ordinary caſes, or when the offender cannot 


be expected to ſpeak to public edification, it may be 
as prudent not to requite it. His grave and ſorrows 


ful acceptance of the cenſure. or abſolution, and his 


humble and circumſpect life and walk, may as edity- 


iogly document his repentance... The long eſtabliſhed 


or uled forms of cenſure,” if, lawful, ought never to be 


raſhly departed from. Few offenders, that are truly 


_ convinced of their ſin, will quarrel. with the circum-' 


ſtances of ſatis faction required... But if, with apparent 


humility, they ſcruple at ſomethiog indifferent, they 
1 WI be indulged as far as impartiality and general edi» 


fication permit, I. Cor. xiv. 26, 40, 1 Tim. v. 21, A 
When there is a prevailiog report and public. pre- 


Cann of their guilt, perſons, who are really inno- 


cent in that matter, may be brougbt before church 


courts, eſpecially if they be known to walk untenderly 
= with, reſpect to ſome. ſecret fins.. But ſuch a proceſs 


is to be managed with great caution: and it is to be 


carefully, pondered, upon whom, by whom, and upon 
what occaſion the report hath been raiſed and enter. 
rained: and whether a judicial proſecution is moſt lik2- 
ly co turn out to the general enꝗs of edification, or 


not. It is not neceſſary, that there ſhould be an age. 
| PRE in * * olecutions, becauſe, ſhe is bound to 


watch 


# 
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Watch over, and guard the character of her members. 
| When an inquiry is founded upon z general, prevalent 
an inquiry is founded upon 2 general, prevalent 


1 report, an gcruſer can ſeldom be had, every reporter 
| . ſhifting it off from himſelf, © When a fellow Chriſtian 


regularly brings the matter before a church court; he 
acts the part, not oß an accuſer, but of a kind friend, 


il f endeavouring the reformation of the offender.— Were 
| the offence is originally private, it is a ſcandalous re- 


_ viling of our neighbour to tell it to the church, before 


ſttße more private means preſcribed by Chriſt have been 


6 1 i: -- 

14 
= 8 11 5 9 8 
1 _ fail in his proof. 
e $ 

FT 


unſucceſsfully tried; and, in ſome caſes, it is ſcanda- 
lous to admit an information which comes in another 
order. But if one, after taking theſe orderly ſteps, 
without ſaũsfaction, charge ajudicature with partiali- 
tm, if they refuſe his repreſentation, it may be proper 
do admit him as an accuſer, and to cenſure him if he 


I one complain to u church court of a perſonal in- 
jury done to himſelf, he ought ſeriouſly to be tried, 


| Whether be een chigfy alfefted with the offence 2s. 


 Injurious to himſelf. And it fo, be ought to be ad- 
moniched to mortify his ſiuful temper; and leſs regard 
Paid to his complaint: he is to be ſharply rebuked, if 


| | be bath negleRed the proper fteps' for removing the 
_—&— offence preſcribed by Chriſt. And, if poſſible, the 


matter is to be made up between him and the offender, 
with the help of ſome prudent affiſtant.—If the matter 
muſt be judicially proſecuted, little regard is to be paid 
to the complaiat of the perſon injured, as he may be 
ſuſpected of partiality toward himſelf, unleſs in the 
Caſe of rape, or like ſeeret injuries —If one, who is 
charged with flandering his neighbour, offer to prove 


5 k His charge againſt him, be ought, neveetheleſs, to be 


cenſured for neglecting to follow out that charge in 
de manner appointed by Chriſt, Matth. xviii. 1 5, 16. 

and for the ueſcaſonable, unchriſtian, and malicious. 
Ike manner, in which he bath uttered his report. 
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c 1 re him-from —— caluthvy, 
vualeſs it come directly to the point. The changes 
Which ſome perſons; while under proceſs; prefer a- 
gainſt others, have ſuch an appearance of Lal al fond | | 
neſs to viadicate- themſelves, and of. ill will, if not ma - 'K; Sg 
lice, againſt their neighbour, that they deſerve very 
little regard, and eſpecially, if they have neglected the: 
ſteps preſcribed hy Chriſt, ought to be conſidered ane 
cenſured as ſlandering of their. neighbour ——Comp- 
_ plaints of creditors on their debtors, ought to be very 
Warily admitted by church courts, left it embarraſs 
them, and make the fear of excluſion from the ſeals Ek 
God's covenant an ordinary mean of recovering: civil 
debt. Rom. xiv. 19. 1 Cor. xiv. 20, 40. Col. ii. 35. 
If church rulers wilfully admit the ignorant or ſcan- 
dalous to the ſeals of the new covenant, it renders them 
ſcaudalous, and provokes the Lord to blaſt their ad- 
miniſtration of bis ordinanges It may warrant Chtiſ - 
_ tians to remove to another congregation, where no 
ſuch offene is given · Or, if very manifeſt, may war- 
rant a temporary forbearance to join in the publie ar- 
dinances Gipeaſed in. that place, it being extremelx 
ſhocking to a ſerious Chriſtian to receive the conſecrat . 
ed bread and wide from a miniſter, or elder, or even 
fellow communicant, whom he knows to be a tipler, 
| drunkard, Iwearer, neglecter ol the daily worſhip of 
God in ferret. or in his family, and the like, and gire 
_ them to another of a fimilar , 1 ee d 26 
and v. 1. and vi. 9, 160. 8 
II church rulers; negle&t to- 3 ſexndatous'per- 
ſons, private perſons ought to be the more circũmſpect 
and faithful in their converſation, and in their -bro= 
therly admonitions, that they may bear a practical tel» 
timonyagaiaſt the unfaithfulneſs of their — They 
ought earneſtly to wreſtle with the Lord, that he 
would reſtrain ſcandals, and endow church governors 
with proper zeal againſt them. They ought, in the 
moſt pradent and Chriſtian manner, to repreſent the 
e _ * of, the Ou and OE "with Es 
1 e 


95 e rekutive's 8 erroneous Wire; . 
Vith church coprts for their proſecntion of them, ane 


remonſtrate againſt their negle& or refuſal of it, and 
to carry the matter to ſuperior courts, if inferior ones 


continue obſtinate. And, if the ſinfulneſs and the fact 


be ſufficiently evident, they may exoner themſelves by 
à proteſt or ſolemn declaration of their diſſatisfactioa 


Vith the ſupreme judicature, if they get no ſatisfaction. 


and there ſiſt the matter, Eph. v. een p iv. _ : 
Opt: aner nnn, EN . | 


3 4 4 


1 1. Thar gros Sever: ov „ is endet. 
T be ſeripture repreſents erroneous perſons as dogs, 
wol ver, deceitful workers, miniſters of Satan, deceivers, 


liars, and evil men. Error is falſe of itſelf, fathers 
 falſhood- upon God, is the - deFrine of devils, and 
work of the fleſb, excluding men from the kingdom of 
God. It mars the purity, order, union and fellow- 
ip of the church, —leads men to blaſpheme God, mur- 

der fouls; and | bring forth the moſt abominable practi. 


| ces, Matth. vii; 15. Phil. iii. 2. 2 Cor. xi. £3. Rev. 


. Matth. xxiii · Bets xx. 29%, 30. ee v. 19, 20. 


0 John 9, 10. The 7 — groſs. error 40 as taught | 


in the church muſt therefore be very /inful. It brings 
_ "contempt on the oracles and ordinances of God, gives 
Satan opportunity to employ ordinances and miniſters | 


2 ns inſtruments of rebellion againſt God., It exalteth 


Satan to an equality with God in the church, the doc- 
trine of the one being received as well as the other. 


It introduceth much confuſion and deſtruction to men's 


in favour 


fouls, and becomes a dreadful plague and ſource of all 
manner of immoralities in a nation, Rev. ii. 2 Pet. ii. 
2 Tim. iii. 2.5, 13. Good men ars often too con · 
uzſcending to erroneous teachers. This may proceed 
from their apprehenſions of the entangling arguments 
"ot; error; from their ſenſe of their unfit- 

neſs to defend the truth againſt the erroneous, and 
heir ſinful diffidence of God's: affiſting them in their 
Vork ;—from their confuſion and doubting what. my 


$6 Salads en to ä — air 


F be moſt prudent for the time and from their hea- 
rers Ame of plain detections of errors, for fear of. 


bad conſequences, Jer. i. 1 Kings xxii. 2 Tim. iv. + - 


la a hurry. of temptation, true ſaints may ſlip into 


| errors: but it is not ordinary for them deliberately to 
embrace, and obflinately continue in them. For the 


ſeriptures repreſent heretics as enemies to Chrift and 


_ falf-condemned, and repreſent a recovery from a fixed · 
. neſs in groſs error as an uncommon thing, and a being 
given to it as the fruit of not receiving the love of the 
truth, Rom. xvi. 18. Tit. ili. 10, 2 Tim. ji. 25, 2 Theſſ. 
ii. 11.——Profeſſors of the true religion are mai fre. 
quently led away with error. Satan, to procure ho- 


nour and ſucceſs to his own cauſe, efpecially tempts 
them to it. Such as have ſome tenderneſs of conſci- 


- ence, are more apt to indulge themſelves in debates, 
than in looſe practices. Their diſputings mgm ger 


mind, and divert them from the exerciſe of faith, re- 


pentance, ſelf examination, and other branches of a 
practical godlineſs, Gal. iii. 1. 2 Tim. f in. 6, 7.— 
By means of the providence of God with reſpect 66 


them, and of the crafty and vigorous labours of Satan 


and hi- inſtruments to promote them, and through the 


eircimſtances of the church at their eruption, groſs 


errors have aten a moſt N and 3 progreſs, t 


God hath a an re —_ a Sandor the data? T4 


* error and deluſion. Though he infuſe no wicked - 


neſs into men, and neither commands, conſtrains: to, 
or connives at it, yet he layeth ſuch opportunities and 
ĩoſtruments before Satan, as he readily improves for 


8 the promoting of it: he furniſheth men with ſuch gifts 


as render them very capable of contriving, ſupporting, 
or propagating error, and gives them up to ſtrong temp- 
_ tations to, and opportunities for it: he withdraws or 
vithholds from them ſuch: conviction and out ward re- 


ſtraints as might prevent their being deccived or de- 
ceiving others: and he cuts off by death ſuch eminent 


| 1 ruth, IT have * the 5 | 
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ai as angal: dative #0 erroneous e 
of the errors 20d is 2 The. ii; 11, 12.— The 
riſe aud ſpread of errors and deluſion appears a pecu- 
liarly awful judgment of God, when, though very ab». 
ſurd and plainly contrary to ſeripture, it is promoted 
by perſons eminent in the church, and carries away 
| ach as could have been leaſt: lulpected hen it is 
carried on with great activity and ſubtilty ben it 
follows a remarkable neglect of receiving the truth in 
8 the love of it, 2 Tim. iv. 3. 2 Theſſ. ii. 1 1, 12.— 


It is not groſs ſins of the fleſh, iugratitude for com- 


mon mercies, or ſins of common infirmity,—but the ir 
obſtitate rejection of the light of the goſpel truth. 
- their contempt of convictions, their breach of vows to 


promote reformatien, their ſpiritual pride, their re- 


markable ſecurity under awakening ordinances and pro- 
vidences, their hypocriſy and formality, their high pre- 
tences to zeal for truth, without a real love to it, their 


iich after novelties in religion, their fondneſs to engage 


in doubiful diſputations, their eſteeming of divine truths 
according to the finery of their dreſs, their inſtability 
in their religious opinions, their diſlike of a faithful 


5 and conſcience· ſearching miniſtry, their fondneſs of 


reading erroneous books, or of familiarity with erro- 

neous men, that eſpecially provoke God to give up men 
20 error and gelufion, 2 'Thellf. ii. 11, 12. 2 e we 
1, —9. Ezek. xx. 24, 25. Pſalm Ixxxi. 11, 12. 


-» Satan hath a malicious hand in promoting error Pp, 


deluſion. Ne chooſeth the moſt able, active, inſinuat- ; 
ing and unſuſpected perſons for his inſtruments- He 
— to diſcredit the advocates for truth, by drawing! | 


hs them into ſome imprudence or ſcandal, or by raiſing 


| ts of their weaknels, covetouſneſs, craft, inſtabi- 
1 Dry mütüial contentions, or want of love to their peo- 
5 ple, or, at leaſt, of their great inferiority in piety, learn - 
ing and zeal to his advocates for error. He leads men 
gradually into the denial of truth, to quarrel with the 
expfreſſions of the orthodox, and load their ſentiments 
___ with the moſt grievous conſequences. He diminiſheth 
men's * * * 1 reſpect to the 
EO SO tet „„ rronecu 


. 3 . 1% erroneous opinion, 3 33 
by their affability, benevolence, liberality, 


ene .or-the like, Num. *. 2 Cor. * * Xii. a 


Time i. 15. 1 Cor. Xv. e 

nder Satan's influence men, 1 miniſters; 
1 error. They pretend to ſingular learning 
and knowledge of Chriſtian principles and liberty, in- 


timacy with Chriſt, pie ty, zeal, affection to their — | 


rers or readers, and to eminently important deſigns 


promoting the glory of God and ſalvation of men. 


They ſpeak with great confidence and high ſwelling 
words. They propoſe ne notions and captious queſs- 


tions. They repreſent their opponents as weak or 


wicked. eee they exalt human reaſon above 


the ſcriptures, and ſometimes they tread it under their 5 


feet. They labour to inſinũate themſelves into the 
favour of the great, and to render faithful miniſters o- 
dious to them. While they carry on their deſigas with 
great craft and aſſiduity, they pretend much ſingleneſs, 
prudent and holy zeal, —and, ſometimes, with much 
boldneſs, ſuffer for, or die in their opinions, 1 Tim. 
4 7- Rom. xvi. 18. Jude 10, 16. 1 Kings Xxü. 1 n 
ir. 1,4. Gal. iv. 7. 2 Pet. ii. 10. 


All errors and deluſions ought, as far a as poſſi — ls | 


to be prevented and ſuppreſſed. If the errors be in un- 
. Points of divine truth, abſolutely neceſſary 
to be known and believed in order to ſalvation, they 

ought not only to be judicially condemned, but the 


obllinate promoters thereof to be cenſured, even to 
the higher excommunication, if the circumſtances of 
the church permit, 1 Tim. i. 20. Tit. iii. 10, 11. 
If the error be not in fundamental principles of religion. 
but nevertheleſs much corrupts and defaceth the church, 
diſgracing her ordinances,” and breaking her unity and. 
order, it ought to be judicially condemned, and the 
propagators, eſpecially if obſtinate, condigol y cenſur-. _ 
| £d, as the peace of the church permits, Prov, xxiii. 234 
A the errors be matter of doubiful diſputation, in 
which godly and learned men, after much ſingle ſearch- 
75 the- feriptures, en, differ, — Judicial, 


determi- ; 
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| determinations or cenſures, unleſs they be managed 
with great prudence and harmony, ſeldom do much 
ſervrice to the church. Loving conferences, —or mutu- 
al dee eee ſides burying the diſpute,—are 255 
to iſſue more agreeably, Rom. xi. 
If we conſider, that no man on earth hath a full — 5 
ehenſive view of all divine truths ; that few or 
| 2 learned and enquiring men are without ſome falſe 
opinion; that opponent parties often differ in their 
Th expreſſions rather than in their ſeatiments ;—and that 
high cenſures of men for lefſer miſtakes,” or appearan- 
ces of them, would exceedingly \diſcourage free and 
learned enquiriog into points, and render the church 
a Babel of ſtrife and confuſion -n that, though it 
be alway ſinful to condemn or deny the ſmalleſt truth, 
yet it is not al way ſinful to forbear declaring or inſiſt- 
ing on ſome truths, when people through weakneſs r 
prejudice cannot receive them, or when inſiſting on 
them might mar the peace of the church, or divert from 
truths of ſtill greater importance it is manifeſt, that 
it would be very improper to excommunicate men for 
miſtakes in points of leſſer importance. Much leſs ought 
wen to difturb the church of Chriſt with ' contention 
about the mode of expreſſiug the truth, uoleſs the al- 
_ eration of the expreſſion bid fair to endanger the truth 
- -;efelf, Rom xiv. and xv. 16. John xvi. 12:—Mean- 
| -while, jt ought to be remembered,” That no truth of 
. ._ Chriſt is of ſmall importance; and that the very leaſt 
ok them, eſpecially if it be in a ſuffering ſtate by con- 
 - cealment or oppoſition, is of more importance than the 
Autres of millions of men,—and that the importance of 
ttuths ought not to be eflimated from their immediate 
influence on the frame of our foul, but from their con · 
nection, as circtimſtantiated with the glory of Chriſt, 
and of God in bim, Prov. _ 725 Rev. iii. 10. 
Peſalm cxxxviii. 2. | 
JT ꝰ o prevent the end MY error and A MINI- 
©. $STERS ought carefully to enquire into the language 
0 100 IRE] to * and their n ö labour to 
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| have 


e Scandals relative to erronevus opiniant. 3s 
have the ütmoſt clearneſs with reſpect to their oπ y 
ſpiritual ſtate and condition, and their call to their of- 

fice; — to enquire what hand they have had in procur- 
ing ſuch a plague to the generation, and to vreſtle with 

the Lord for light, prudence and zeal to oppoſe it ;—  _ 
to ſearch more fully into the ſyſtem and ſtandard of 
divine truth, and into the arguments proper for refu- 
tation of ſuch errors; to cultivate the moſt perfect 
harmony in true ſentiment, fafe mode of expreſſion, 
and tender affection among themſelves, —along with 
an univerſal holineſs of practice, particularly in oppo- 
ſition to their beloved luſts, and the reproaches: caſt 
upon them, labouring rather to live down calumny, 
than to diſpute it down ;—earneſlly to ſtir up theie 
hearers to practical piety, and, in a peaceable and pru- 
dent manner, to impreſs them with the danger of the 
ſpreading errors, and eſtabliſh; them in the oppoſite 
ttruths from the infallible oracles of God ; to diſco ver 
the errors and their propagatars, and if poſſible toreclaim 
the propagators by private conferences. If the novelty 
of the error, the danger of its infefting many, or the 
apparent reaſonableneſs of the ſeducers, render a pub- 
lc debate neceſſary, it ought to be managed with the 
utmoſt candour, impartiality, meekneſs and order, til! 
uaprejudiced perſons have their doubts ſolved; and he 
erroneous have nothing but mere ſhifts and abfardities- 
to offer on their on behalf. They ought alſo, if the 
circũ mſtances of the church permit, judicially deal with, 
ndnd cenſüre the erroneous as they deſerve, hut alway | 
wich much deliberation, meekneſs and compaſſion,— . >... 
tender dealing with them, fervent prayer for them, — 
and readineſs to relieve their neceſſities, 1 Cor. xii. 20, 
21. and ix, 27. Rev. ii. Rom. xvi. 17. 18, Acts vi. 9, 
11. Tit. iii. 10, 11. 1 Tim. i. 20. Rom. xii- 20, 21. 
Macs r RATES have no po ver of church diſcipline © 
ia their hands, John xviii. 36. Mat, xvi. 19. and xvill. _ 
18. But as guardians of both tables of God's law and 
terrors to evil doers and a praiſe to them that do well, 
they ought prudeatly; to diſcourage and reſtrain-groſs- - 
8 1 23 . N 25 errors 
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336 97 nden n to 8 einen. | 
_ errersand deluſions, as things hurtful to the common. 
Wealth, and which diſhonour God its ſ eee gover- 


nor, and provoke him to deſtroy it. They ought, by 
their own judgment of diſcretion, to try them by the 
word of God, never taking any matter of religion up- 
on the authority of any but God himſelf. They ought 

to ſtir up themſelves and ſ ubjects, ſeriouſly to conſider, 
What ſinful hand they have had in the riſe and ſpread 
ol theſe errors and blaſ phemies ,—and what is the lan- 


They ought to endeavour a judicious eſtabliſhment in 
the oppoſite truths, and in all the leading traths of 
the poſpel, as therewith connected, and to manifeſt an 
holy, prudent and ardent zeal againſt theſe errors and 
corruptioas. They ought by every regular method to 
pProyide and n faithful orthodox miniſters, and 
ir up ſuch of them as appear moſt fit to emit proper 
refutations of theſe errors. They ought to ſtir up and 
encourage church courts regularly aud prüdentiy to 
try, diſcover, labour to convince, and, if neceſſary and 
expedient, to cenſyre the principal propagators of the 
errors, oblige the erroneous to attend theſe courts for 
| theio trial, and alſo annex their civil ratification to the 
church cenſares, if it be politically judged neceſſary 
for the welfare of the ſtate. © They ought to promote 
the eloſſeſt harmony among the friends of truth, and 
labour to compoſe any difference which happens among 
them. They ought, by their own example and every 
other Chriſtian ' method, to encourage their ſubjects in 
| Free to adhere to their orthodox principles and pure 
- ordinances faithfully diſpenſed, and to give do coun 
tenatce to ſeducers. They ought to prohibit and de- 
_ Mroy all impious and groſly erroneous books, and, by 
all methods proper in their ſtation, to root out all falle 


185 . Worſtip.— They ought to prohibit the publiſhing of 


oy heretical and blaſphemous opinions; prudently reſtrain 


vagrant ſpreaders of hereſy, blaſphemy, idolatry, or di- 


viſion; and ſeaſonably and ſuitably puniſh obſtinate 
ſeducers for — their 6 tenets. con- 
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guage of providence to them in the permiſſion of them. 
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wary | to the laws of the land, and for their Nanderin 
| of faithful miniſters, Deut. % 35 Xvil. 2 vi. 8095 
—27. 2 Chron. xxx. 22, an XXXlv. [—33- . 
xv. 1 3.—16. Iſa. Alix 23. Deut. iv, —XXXlll. Jo 
XXili ; J Xxiv. Kc, | 
'In order to prevent the ſ pread of FART 200 deluſion 

PRIVATE PERSONS ought to be deeply affected Grd 
the appearance or prevalence thereof. They ought t 
examine, how they have provoked the Lord to Sy 
this plague ;—and whether their ſpiritual ſtate and 
frame b de right with God; or, if they are ach. 

pee to be carried. pony by the deluſion. ThE 
ought ſincerely to re 
norancè of, and Jade 
tice of divine troths,—and of their pride, ſelf- -COnCeit, 
and prejudice a gag faithful miniſters. They ough ht. 
earneſtly to Sooke more diſtin knowleds 2 
powerful confirmation in, the truths of God, any 
more actively to practiſe that which they know. "The 
ought ſoberly to endeavour to have All their 4 
ſolved; and to beware © diſcovering them to ſuch, as 
way be hurt by them. They ou Fri highly t to elitem 
_ their fajthfo] paſtors, and carefully. obſerve what was | 
| the practice of By 6dly in former ages, while in ke 
circumſtances. They ough t prudently to folve the 
doubts, and remove the eech of their fellow. 
Chriſtians, and labour to promote the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond Ui peace ad love. They onght to wrelt 
much io prayer er for God's recovery of the erroneous, 


and to ſhib all appearance of peculiar affection to their 
ringleaders, eſpecially if they be. excommunicated by - 


the church, Rev. viii. 13. Eph. is. 11.— 4 Bel, 
XI. 7, 17. Sobg i. 8 8 Heb. $9.4, 26 Mat. vis 555 
Phil iii. 2, 3. John x. 1, 5. 2 Theſl. in. G 14 rove 
| X'S 27% 1.Cor. . 

Groſs errors and deluſions ought to be thos carl 
ly prevented and remaved, becauſe they greatly diſho- 
nour Chriſt and his Father and Spirit, iſgrace and 


ä bis church, ruin the ſouls of wen, and, deing 
6 U u . Fenin 


their lokewarmneſs, -4 a 
n the faith, hs” and race 
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pregnant with all manter of immoralities, haſten 1 
deſtruction of nations. They are foretold as the pe · 
 euliar plague of the laſt days. Great men have been 
| too often carried away by them. . Recovery from 
them is very difficult and rare. Such holy zeal, pru- 
gently and faithfully exerciſed, hath often prevented 
_ theriſe and ſpread of them, Gal. iii. 1. and v. 21. 2 
Tim. ii. 16, x7. and? lil. 179, 1 an iv. a 4. 1 bes 
PL, Eno 1. 2 Pet. ii. Ws Nay * 


mt. enen s fo the ih, ates 1 break 
vp public fellowſhip in goſpel ordivances or not, occa · 
on mch ſcandal or offence, They are contrary to that 
 Ibve reconciliation, ſtudy of peace, unity of affection, 
| pd intimacy of fellowſhip among Chriſtians, ſo. much 
recommended in fcripture. . They are contrary to the 
- prayers of the faints, and to the cod of Chriſt's death, 
And to his interceſſion and promiſe. They proceed 
rom the moſt ſhameful cauſes, produce the moſt ſin- 
ful and ruinous effects, and are very hard to be cured, 
John Aft. 3 4. Col. i. 4. 1 John it. 14. 1 Pet. i. 22. 
1 Theff. iv. 9. Rom. Xii. 9, 16. xiv; Av. Heb. xili. 


| Ha and x. 24, 25. Mat. v. 24. and vi. 13.15. 


ND = 14. 


ED their "Oy of one * . contemęt of 


ol. it. 225 I's. Eph. iv. 2,6. Rom. xii. 18 Heb. 
h. viii. 19. Mark ix. 50. 1 Cor. i. 10. and 
X. 33+ 1 Theſſ. v. 23. 2 Tim. fi. 22. Jam. in. 1, 18. 
Palm exxi. 6, 7. Prov, xii, 20. Mattl. v. 9. 2 Cor- 
Vu. 11. Phil. ii. 1, 2, 5. and i. 2 27. and i tit. 16. 1 Pet. 
Ni. 8. and iv. 8, 9. Plal. cxxxiii. 1.3. and cxxii. 1 
Cor. x. 17. ne u. 3% 16. John 299. 11. 225 23. 
Jer: XXxii. 3 3 9. 8 ew # 
The ſhameſul au 5 of diviſio ons in arches: are,— 
men's ſtumbliog out of God's way upon the one band, 
mud an improper; management of a teſtimony againſt 
_ Hheir faults on the other; their ignorance and mil- 
_ apprehenſions of perſons and things ;—their ſinful ſuſ⸗ 
popicions and ſurmiſings with reſpect to one another's 
ends and behaviour ;—their. pride and ſelfiſhneſs ;— 


their 
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e Scandals relative to church diviſims: 339 
cheir perſons or labours, andaggravation of their faults: 
E ttheir carnal and factious contending for truth; their 
violently impoſing their own opinions on others, and 
perſeci ting every thing contrary, as if it were altoge - 
ther abominable ; — their underband dealing to gain 
others to their party, and reproaching of their oppo- 
nents in order to render them odious ; theit unjuſt, 
 impradent, or unſeaſonable exerciſe of diſcipline ;— 
their partial regard to naughty perſons, or idolatrous 
attachment to ſome eminent men ;—their unſeaſonable 
and immoderate puſhing of eccleſiaſtical deciſians 5— © 
their want of mutual condeſcenfion, and bearing with 
one another's infirmities,” or encroachment on one a» 
| other's powers ;—their improper meddling with ex- 
trinſic or unneceſſary matters, or with matters of im- 
portance at improper times; — their fondneſs of novel · 
| ry in ſeotimentor expreſſion, Rom. xiv. Acts xv. Rom. 
I xvi. 17, 18. Num. xii. 1 Cor. i; kl, 2 Tim 1 13. 
HI The natural and ordinary Mects of ſuch diviſions are 
| alienation of affection among friends, anger, firife,. 
| _ ſuſpicions. jealouſy of one another's ſtate, words or 
_ deeds; envy of each other's proſperity ; want of mu- 
| tual ſympathy and helpfulneſs; virulent reproachingg 
cl one another's perſons, thoughts, words, and adti-L 
ons; malicious ſtirring up-of - magiſtrates againſt op- 
: - ponents ; proſtitution of church cenſures to gratify. 
| revenge or promote ſelfiſh erids; drawing off profeſſed. 
_ Chriſtians from practical godlineſs and fervent love, to 
vain janglings, or mutual rage and hatred ; heretical 
opinions; ſinful terms of church fellowſhip ; apolſtacy, - 
of ſome to open profaneneſs; hardening of ſpectators 
ia fioful courſes or indifference about religion ;| tempt- 
BB ing of one another to ſinful laxneſs or rigidity, in order 
to be unlike their opponents; careſſing of naughty per- 
ſons, and eaſy admiſſion of them to be church meme. 


7* 


1 * 


bers or officers, in order to ſtrengthen a. party; aud. 
in fine, tearing aſunder Chriſt's myſtical body, and ex- 
poſing her to contempt, and repreſenting him and his, © 
religion as earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh OO 
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"The Lord permits ſuch ſcandalous diyiſions in chur= 
ches, to mavifeſt the navyhciveſs of ſome noted, but 


o 


pro uud and idolized rulers or members, and the excel- 


s ol Tone real ſafuts; to chaſliſe profeſſed Chri-. 


tians for their unſound opinions, carnal combinations, 

Vat of humility and love to others ; to diſquiet, blaſt, 

aud mark with contempt amhitious and flothful mini- 
mers; to barden carhal profeſſors' and the wicked 
world in their evil ways ;—and ſometimes, to awaken | 
_ Ferious miniſters and render them more: dili 


ger them more: diligent, and 
promote the ſpread. of the goſpel, 1 Gor. Al. 18, 19. 


Fam. iv. 16. John xvii. 243. Matth. Xviii. 1.6. 


> / 


Ads xv. 36,—41,——They appear deep marked with = 


bis fat indignation,—whea they ate begun or promot- | 
ed, while the church is under perſecution or ſome o- 
ider heavy aMflifiion;- when they are chiefly carried on 


dj men who are emibently pious 3- whes they originate 


_ © inf ſoivething trifling ot dubjions, and tend tg promote 


ſome {clfſh or, worldly cad; when they are carried on 


385 raſh, nocandid and reſentful manger ; wheo they 


Ae fo'cirelitftantiated, as tb expels the perſous con- 


cerned, ad ibe'cauſe_ of God among their hands, to 
müch feorh and reproach 3; When, after apparent heal- 
ing, they break ont afreſh with redoubled fury; when 
they carry off the minds of thoſe” that are engaged in 


| chem ken Ainet every thing elle, 46d wake Jen . 


* 
PP 


Wa * 


33 : ; 
; 2 5 8 
5 


= S , "ns ? . 2 11 a — 1 2 24 

mapgine that almoſt all religion lies in being of their 
gine jon lies ia being of their 
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ſentiment and party, x. 
"Diviſions, even among godly church meg 
much promoted by tale bear ers miſrepreſenting L A 
elch other; by fears of cenſure from their opponents; } 
dy magiſtrates raſhſy countenanging one party, or the 
People thruſting themſelvez-into:the quarrel, and pour- 


4 * 


8, are 


1 4 


aget 2: 
them to 


ing contempt and reproach, or laviſhiog praiſe and ho - 


_  nbur upon minifters, as they fide themſelves by r 
\caſional miſcarriages of the leaders of the parties, eſpe- 

cially if they happen in the: proſecution of their diffe- 

rences; and ſometimes by God's providentially giviog 
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exalt themſelves on their ruins, or by his ſmiting . the 
One party with ſome wrathfyl-like calamity.” 
| The reaſons why diviſions, once begiin in a eigen; a 
are ſo zealoufly promoted and obſtinately continged, 
| are, men's feat of lofi ING carnal credit,” or of dif- 
= pleafing and bortiog their followers, if they relent or 
# YE their vain confidence of the juſtneſs of their 
1 uſe, and of their fingleneſs and zeal. for God; their 
Iſeifim attachment to their opinions as their own inven - 
tion, of which they implicitly received from ſome favon- 
rite, doctor; their imagining things of leſſer moment to 
| = neceſſary and fundamental points in religion; their 
1 prejudice againſt, and miſapprebenſions of the perſons 
I or opinionsof their opponents, and readineſs to enter⸗ 
| rain bad* e concerning them; their improvement 
I of theiy real failings, as if they were proridential teſti- 
p wonies of the badneſs of their cauſe ; their fond hopes, 
| that their oppoſers will yield to them; their ſiuful a- 
1 verſion from mutual prayer and familiar converſe on re- 
I  ligious ſupjects ; aud their abſurd inclination to be as 
„like their opponents as poſſible. eee 
; JI uo prevent ſuch Gaful diviſion in ber Chriſlians. 
5 ought, with great earneſſneſs, to live by faith in the, 3 
| | <molt family fellowſhip with Jeſus Chriſt the} great cen. 
Y tire of union, and in the lively exerciſe of piety towards 


. | God aod love towards their bretbreo. They ought, 
= 0 - with great fingleneſs of heart, to aim at the glory of 
1 God and edification of his church. They ought to 
> | endeavour after an eminent degree of meeknteſs, humi- 
> © Hityandſelf denial, They ought Chriſtianly to diſregard. _ 
F'.- ' perfonal affronts and readily forgive perſonal injuries. 
1 They ought charitably to eſteem others, and readily 
diſcourage bad reports concerning them, and to exer - 


- || Cciſcacheerful condeſcenſion towards them Every one 
» ought, thoroughly and impartially, to examine his own: 
- KK opinions, that /eeing the difficulties which attend them, 
be maybe %% inclinad to à rigid impoſition of them upon 
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342 Of Scandals relative to church diviſions. 
ed to them, 2 Tim. ii. 22. Tit. iii. 8. 9. 1 Cor. xiii. 
A-. and ix. 20,23. Rom. xiv; . 
Me ought to hold communion iu public ordinances. 
with churches, in which not a few faulrs and infirmi- 
ties take place : otherwiſe we could hold com munion 
with none on earth, nor they with us. We may hold 
_ © communion with men that differ from us in ſeveral o. 
pinions and practices not fundamental in religion, tho? 
they ſhould not ſee nor acknowledge their miſtakes.— 
We may bold communion with men guilty of ſeveral ' 
— perſonal faults, tho' on accqunt. of their weakneſs, they 
' . do not confeſs them or promiſe amendment; and even 
with miniſters, , who are guilty of offences, which are 
Teſs clearly ſuch, and leſs infectious; or, who live in a 
church where ſeveral non fundamental corruptions in 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and gover ument are ſuf- 
fered to remain, Acts xv. aß, 36, 39. Rom. xiv; xv, 


4 * 
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1 Cor. viii; ix; x. Phil. i. 5, 16 Heb. x. 25. 
Phil. i. 18. and ii. 12, 21, Num. xi. Jodg. xxi. 1 
Sam. ii. Ezra%. 1 Cor. v; x; xv. with i. 10. Jom. 
xxiv. 14, 23. Rev. Ii. 1 . 972 525 . TE * 
Oaor communion in love with fellow Chriſtians, re- 
| _ .. ſalting from our union to, and communion with Chriſt, ' 
aur and their common Head, : ought never to be inter- 
rupted, or ſo much as one of the branches thereof. 
But as this only extends to that which is for their ſpiri- 
pal or temporal advantage, as well as for the honour 
ef Chriſt, the centre of this fellowſhip, our commu... 
nion with them in love requires, That we ſhould abſtain 
from fellowſhip with them in public ordinances,}when- 
|  exer it is ſo circumſtantiated as to involve us, or decoy 
- |» | Others into any ſin of omiſſion or commiſſion Ia ſuch 
a a caſe, that fellowſhip with them would neither be holy 
nor for mutual edification, 2 Thell iii. 6. Rev. xviii.4q 
Kom. aiv. 19. Ezek. xliii. 11, 12, - Chriſt's holding 
. ſpiritual fellowſhip with men can be no flandard of re- 
gulating our fellowſhip with them in public, and eſpe- 
cially ſealing ordinances, His ſpiritual preſence is of- 
ten not certainly perceived by even the enjeyers of it, 
JJ nel oo 
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ns leſs by others ; and ſo is excluded from being 
any rule of our beh vio: Deut. xxix. 29. | His pre- 
ſence can neither. occaſion deñlement to himſelf, nor 
harden others in ſin, as ours may; He is alway pre- 
ſent with every faint, even tho? excommunicated, or a 
papiſt, from whom, in ſuch caſes, he requires us to 
withdraw, Mat. xviii. 17. Rev. xviii. 4. 
In different circumſtances, the grounds of Jul. n 
draument from ſellowſbip with churches in public or- 
dinances, are different in their degree of original im- 
portance. Many things ought to be borne with in 2 
church while ſhe is in an infant fate, or preſſing for. 
ward to reformation, which ought not to be borne 
| with in her adult ſtate, or when ſhe is declining from 
_ attained and covenanted reformation.—la the firſt caſe, 
© the faults onght to be imputed to weaknefs ; but in 
the laſt. to wilfol wickedneſs ; and perjury is added o 
the original nature of the ſin. Leſs purity may war- 
- rant our occafional fellowſhip with churches, with which 
we never had any organical connection, than will war- 
rant our ſtated fellowſhip with a church in -organical _ 
connection with her. —Leſs ground will warrant our 
withdrawment from particular miniſters in a broken 
Nate of the r hen, we have no other: way of teſ · 


ae 


Ben ers, warrants our returning to Ns even tho? - 
they ſhould not make particular confeſſion of theſe © 
_ - Faulrs. Their ceaſing to praftiſe and juſtify them is au 
N implicit acknowledgment, 1 Core! I” 10. N V3 8 od ; 
3 0 „ , Hed. x. 3. 
1 Hereſy i in doctrine; idolatry i in 1 ine in 
5 - yoverament ; ; habitual introſion' of miniſters ; progreſ- 
. five indulgence of manifeſt ſcandals ; impoſition of ſin» 
ful terms of communion by | requiring any omiſſion or 
-" commiſlion,” ks a8 ee is s ſinful, are 
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Jufficient graunds of cur withdrawment from à church, 
with ſome of whoſe members left behind, Chriſt holds 
ſpiritual fellowſhip. But before we ſeparate, ſhe moſt = 
not only be guilty of one or more of theſe, evils, .but 

alfo obllinate therein, in oppoſition to the ordinary 
meaus of reclaiming her. And often providence points 
out the duty of ſeparation by permitting ſome faithful | 
miniſter to be tyratically thruſt out of her communi. 
on, 2 John 9 —11...2 Cor. vi. 17 Rev, xviii. 4. John 
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1 in Or der to heal the div: 201 in Aa. church, none 


1. Phil. ini. 16, Eph. v. 7, 1 f, 2 Theſf in. 14. 


Both withdrawers, aud thoſe from whom they with- = 


draw, are often guilty of great fin jo the. ſeparatipn.' 


Trey, fom whom th pro i ate eV 
iy, if by any ſioful or 1mprudent conduct they have | 


N 2 p 1 e r e 
FTE Latin any real or apparent pround of withdrawment 


from them. They who withdraw are guilty, if they 
do it withont ſufficient grounds, or without proper re- 
gard to theſe grounds in doing it; or, if they with ⸗ 


draw under prejudice, or in a light, furious, paſſionate, 


headfſixong, ſelfiſh, or imprudeot manner; or, if they | 
extend their ſeparation beyond its juſt grounds ; or, if 
they contemn and reproach thoſe from whom they have 


_ withdrawn, and rejoice to hear bad reporty of them; 


or if, by their imprudent and uncircumſpect behaviour 
f > 4 „„ gb TSS N 35 4 WATER 1 
after their withdrawment, they harden thoſe from whom 
they have ſeparated, in their finful backſlidings or ex- 


| 4ravagance. 


«© Both parties ollen retainiog the.eſſcatials of à true 
church, and both being guilty af fig in the ſeparation, | 


1 Lord often contiaves his preſence and gracious influ- - 


ence, in ſome meaſure, with bath Mat, xviii.. 20. nd 
Ss Be ⅛ dm. lll og SR i F 13 JV 
Xxvill. 20. Exod xx. 24. aud meanwhile puniſheth 


4 / , % 53 . UE at ba 6 1 N x EPS A: ; 
them both with partial reſtraints of his influences, or 


older judgments alternately or conjunctly inflicted on 
of 


* \ - * f 4 


> 


' _ the diſcordant parties ought to attempt to cruſh, or 
mark with infamy their opponents, who are, on the 


— 


main, 


— 
— 


* 


main, found in the faith, or to rule over them by dint 
of authority; nor ought an univerſal and perfect a= 
greement in judgment or practice to be inſiſted for, as 
a condition of union in church fellowſhip.— But ie 
ouggnht to take place, notwithſtanding the contiauance 
of all ſuch differences and faults, as did not ſufficiently 
warrant the ſeparation, and of which the conſequences 
are not more dreadful than thoſe of the diviſion. - 
Aud in order to effect it, bath miniſters and people 
ouggnt to be deeply ſenſible that the ſtudy of an holy u- 
nion in church fellowſhip among Chriſtians, is as in- 
_ diſpenſible a duty, as prayer, reading, or hearing of 
God's word, or the like;—and to be deeply impreſſed 
with the ſinfulneſs, dreadful fruits, and enſnaring na- 
ture of divifions. They ought carefully to examine 
their own ſpiritual ſtate and frame, and to endeavour 
to have it right with God, as all true love to, and uni - 
en with ſaints, muſt ariſe from true love to God in 
 Chrift.—They ought to ſearch out, what direct or in» 
direct hand they have had in the diviſion, and be deep- 
ly humbled for it. They ought to ſtir up themſelves. 
and others to the utmoſt diligence in practical piety, 
add to much ſolemn prayer and faſting for direction and 
| ſucceſs in their attempts towards union. They ought 
_ earneſtly to ſtudy the deepeſt humility and felf-denial, 
and an habitual ſenſe of their own ignorance, weakneſs. 
and readineſs to miſtake, eſpecially in matters of ne- 
ceſſary duty. They ought, by kind, reſpectful and 
earneſt intreaties, familiar viſits, or good deeds, to ſo- 
ct their opponents to concur with them in promoting 
ol union by holding meetings for prayer and mutual 
conference. Both parties, eſpecially thoſe that have 
- moſt power on their ſide, ovght, to their utmoſt, to 
_ exert themſelves in every lawful condeſcenſion-. Nor 
ought one party to be ſhy in their condeſcenſions, be-. 
cauſe the other appears ſinfully Riff, particularly in di- 
viſions relative todiſcipline and government, with'whiclt _ 
men's pride and ſelfifh intereſts do often connect them- - 
ſelves.—It were often _ that the one party _— . 
PE IG SEO bs Is of 7D = 8 its 5 „„ a To 55 


de permitted to proceed in their own way in many 


£7 promoting of union are held, the moſt ſenſible, peace · 
able, prudent and humble ought to be the only mana - 
gert, or at leaſt the principal ſpeakers lt ought to be 


8 ratively of ſmaller importance, if in any thing at all, 


; * e. ame Aue church Aaken, 


things, than that the diviſion ſhould be continued. 
Miniſters ought to be ready to part with their particu · 
lar ation, or even the exerciſe of their office in parti - 
cular, rather than hinder peace and union in the church 
of Chriſt. —A1! concerned ought to diſcourage all re- 
Proachful reports of their opponents, and abhor all ad- 
vices to perpetuate the diviſion, however plauſible.— 
All Judicial condemnation of one another ought to be 
foreborne, or, if paſſed, to be cancelled, and buried in 
- | — Al faQtious endeavours to ſupport our 
don © ide of the diſpute ought to be dropt, and even 
neceſſary ſelf. vindication to be managed with great 
meekneſs and ſelf denial. © Separated courts are. to be 
Suarded againſt. Contrary elections and ordinations 
_ of church ruſers ought, as far as poſſible, to be avoided. 
Or, if they have taken place, one of theſe miniſters may 
yield up his charge, with conſent of his people, or both 
be continued till death. —AlI dividing faſts, or cauſes 
thereof, ought to be forborne. When meetings for. 


_ firſt conſidered by the diſcordant: parties, how far they 
_ really agree, in order to conciliate affection, and mani- 
' Feſt that their real differences are but few, and compa- 


but words,—and the moſt tickliſh points ought to be 

laſt conſidered. If any heat be like to kindle, let it be 
- Interrupted by joint and ſolemn: prayer, which is of 
great uſe to calm men's ſpirits. All conteſts about the 
Form of procedure, and all re iminations and contra- 
dictions of one another, Sught to be carefully avoided. 
All ought to vie with each other in acknowledging their 
dun faults, and overlooking thoſe of their neighbour, 
and in making the moſt condeſcending propoſals of 
peace and unit And if, after all, they cannot ſee 
cy to eye, they may agree to bury their differences in 
1 N till the Lord be * to. Sire more b 
5 c atth. 


oF wakdity rolaffvs 8 dart EY * 


Flath xvin. 1,—6. Rom. xiv, xv. Ep h. iv. 3.—4 3˙ 
Phil i. 27. and ii. 1,5. and iv; . * And, as ma- 
\. giſirates, private perſons ought never to contemm 
neglect God's public ordinances on account of eccleſi- 
_ altical diviſions, they ought to urge winiſters, whoſe - 
carnal honours and ſelfiſh humours too often incline - 
| them to kindle or perpetuate diviſion to purſue after 
union, Col. iv. 17. | 
If the diviſion be founded on differences about doc « 
trinal points not fundamental, but which have a mote 
remote connexion with the habitual practice of Chriſti- 
ans, parties ought, by private conferente, or literary 
correſpondence, managed in the moſt kind, meek, and 
| humble manner, to labour to find out the real truth. | 
| If this ſucceed not, they may lay their differences be- 
fore ſome judicious diſintereſted divines, who may per- 
| haps clear the point, or find a medium of union. TW. - 
this ſucceed not, both parties may avoid meddling with 
, theſe differences, at leaſt in public : or, if they appre · . 
bend it neceſſary to touch them, they may do it in 
ſuch a manner as fimply to eſtabliſh the truth, and 


5 throw no reproach on, but rather mention with ho- ; 

: nour their opponents. If one party hath obtained a 

q Judicial determination in their favours, the other ma 

. reſt in a proteſtation agaiuſt it, or, if neceſſary, a hum- q 

| ble vigdication of their opinion. Nor ought the other i I 
. party to take offence hereat. Meanwhile both Sie 
2 to cultivate Chriſtian fellowſhip together, and careful. 
7 b avoid all claſhing in doctrine, when they happen to 
| 5 K preach together. at ſcramencal naps.) ordinations, „ 
5 or the like. | 

5 If the diviſion be founded on e relative to 


the manner of worſhip, all poſſible care ought to bet ta- 
ken, that nothing indifferent, and much more nothing 

of that hath an appearance of evil be impoſed as neceſſary; 
not in any form, if it tend to give offence. ' None 


5 ovght to take offence at any circumſtance of worſhip, : he 
9 which, as circtimſtanriated, is allowed to be merely iu- 


5  Gifferent,- he more 1 the forms of worſhip be 


z Of. Scandals relative to churgh diviſions. _ 
kept in churches, the more caſily is diviſion prevented 
- on this head. —It is even better to forbear ſome cir- 
- Cumſtantial reformation in the mode of worſhip, than 
10 introduce it in a manner which diſturbs the peace of | 
te church, and perhaps only pleaſeth ſome young no- 


1 diviſion be founded on alleged perſonal faults, 
tte watter may be impartially tried; and if the com- 
'plainers-caonot produce deciſive proofs, they ought to 
give vp wich all profeſſion of offence on that head. If 
the facts be certain and groſly finful, they ought to be 
' acknowledged, lamented, and cenſure ſubmitted to, 
But, in many cafes, jt were better that adequate cen- 
iure Were at leaſt delayed, than that a diviſion ſhould 
de contiaved on account of it. If both parties have | 
=  _ their own manifeſt infirmities, and have injured each / 
N Ather hy reproach, cenſure, or the like, mütüal for- 
_ Sivenels ought to bury them all. A contrary behavi- 
gur is often the maſt ſatigſactory acknowledement.—If 
tze divifion happen about the character of a particular 
_ Miniſter, it is better that one of a ſuſpicions character 
be laid aſide, than that the peace of the church ſhould 
de marred on his account, and it would be for his bo- 
Pour to propoſe it himſelf,” Nay, better that an inno - 
dent or eminent miniſter demit his charge, than occaſion 
_ giviſion.lf the profancneſs of miniſters or members 
Dach occaſioned a withdrawment, theſe corrupt practi- 
cde.ebss ought tobe laid aſide, or piirged by cenſure. And 
tte withdrawers onght to manifeſt themſelves ready to 
| - petvry, whenever they ſee church rulers diſpoſed to 
Purge out ſcandals, tho, for a time, they cannot make 
- . quchpropreſs as they with. || © 
I. thelelfiſh hymours, nd carnal intereſts and aims 
|. _efchyrch rulers, particularly miniſters, ſo often cloſely 
m  viſttbemlelves with theſe points which relate to church 
—_ - government, ſeveral circumſtances of which are leſs 
_ clearly pointed out in ſcripture, . diviſions abovt theſe 
ate often very hard to be cited. All Chriſtians may 
ebearfully unite in receiving or ſubmitting to that _ 
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ot eh government which can reach the whole * 
dy, and remove offences of every kind, and admits all 


church rulers, in an united and co-ordinate manner, a7 of 
act in oppoſition to error and corruption, and in favours | 
of truth and holineſs, Eph. iv. 3,—t5. 1 Pet. v. 1,—4+ 


No other form of government can without ſig be ac · 


_ tively approven.—But, if we cannot obtain a proper 
form of church government, we may, in ſome circum- 
ſtances, live under the ſhadow of one, which hath con - 


ſdderable defects, if we be not fequired. to approve of 195 1 


IFthe divifion | be fewuded on a difference c concerning | 
the authority of a particular church court, the ground _ 


is inſufficient. Aud in order to union, all diſputes con- 
cerning the authority or non- authority of courts on 
both ſides, and concerning the validity or nullity ef 
their acts, ought to be ſuperſeded, and whatever is 
uſeful in the acts on both ſides, may be collected and 
| _ eſtabliſhed by an united dourt. _— 
If the diviſion hath been occaſioned by fame Foy PO 

. cer eftabliſhed by church judicatures to which our con- 
ſ˖cience cannot ſubmit, if no verbal or practical appro- 

_ bation of that deciſion or practice be required of us, 
an eſpecially if that deciſion. hath ſeldom occaſion to 
be executed, we may hold communion with the body 
pk that church, though it may be proper to keep at a 


diſtance from thoſe that puſhed. or eagerly ſupport 


that deciſion. Nay, things may be ſo circumſtantiated, 
| that it would be our duty to. hold fellowſhip with the 
 _enaQters of it, if they give up with their zeal for it, 
þ though they ſhould not acknowledge their offence. or 
receive cenſure : for, in diſputable points, men, Who 
are truly willing, may be incapable 10 perceive their 
miſtakes fo clearly as to acknowledge them, or to cen - 
ſore others for them. Moreover, miſtakes way be 
plainly perceived, and yet not be got cenſured. in a cou- 
liſtency with the general edification of the church, Gal. 
V. 10.12. 2 Cor. x. 6. And as union, in ſome ca- 
8 * manifeſts love a offenders, it __ more hay 9 
85 55 1 | 5 
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- - dily bring them to an acknowledgment of their offen · 
dees, than ſeparation or diviſion could do. 
If fome un wor thy perſons have been admitted to the 
mines, or both parties have ordained paſtors in the 
Jame place, —it ought to be conſidered, That, as in a 
marriage, ſo in ordination, manifold defects wil not in- 
validate the office, if the perſon be worthy of his charge. 
If he be unworthy, the union of faithful miniſters is 
nan excellent mean of getting him depoſed ; or laid a. 
nde, if his character be doubifol. If two paſtors of 
good repute be fixed in the ſame original congregation, 
one or both may be continued, as the ſpiritual welfare 
. of the congregation requires. If miniſters be truly di- 
ligent and faithful, they will never want work. And. 
to manifeſt their mutual affection, they may e e 
1 exchange pulpits with one another. 
I worthy miniſters_bave been depoſed, and others 
5 896 deſerved cenſure, overlooked ; —as rigidity in de- 
| | poſing worthy men, even for real. ſlips, eſpecially if 
__ chiefly committed agaiaſt eccleſiaſtical laws, is ſeldom 
either lawful, or prudent, ſuch unjuſt lentences __ 4 
to be, at leaſt materially reverſed. i801 better that even 
a worthy man ſhould, for a time, forbear the exerciſe 
of his miniſtry, than that the peace of the church ſhould 
de diſturbed.—unleſs his opponent appear intent on 
trampling down ſome divine truth along with him.— 
No unworthy per ſon ought ever to be admitted or con- 
tinued in the miniſtry, as none knows how much diſ- 
bonour to Chriſt and miſchief to ſouls it may produce; : 
or what a dreadful curſe | it may bring on thoſe that 
help or hold him in. Nevertheleſs, it dught not to 
binder union, that he cannot be ſo readily depoſed ag 
could be wiſhzd ; as proceſſes ought to be very cau · 
s couſiy carried on. in church courts; and cenſure never 
be iuflicted but on clear grounds, Gal. v. . 6 12. 2 
VVV 5 
Ill ſome on the one hand hate to join in the PR 
ment of the church with ſome that they look upon as 


5 mw” men ; and * on the other hand, diſdain to 
| | W join 


1 


os 1 ralative' #0 ak divi ik one. 
| join with ſome whom they look upon as rigid 3 


— they, who have any manifeſtly naughty miniſters or = 


even ruling elders among them, ought to conſider,” as 


before God, how contrary ſuch a mixture is to the ve- 955 
IV nature of the Chriſtian church, and how the retain- 


ing of ſuch perſons involves themſelves in ſiuful ſepa- 
ration or ſchiſm, in giving to thoſe who have a tender 
Conſcience, ſo ſtrong a temptation to withdraw! from 
their communion. . Theſe, on the other hand, ought _ 


: to conſider, That to live in ſchiſm-or ſinful ſeparation 


from the church of Chriſt is no leſs. wicked than to live | 
in whoredom, murder, or the like, as it is a deliberate. 


tearing and murdering of Jeſus Chriſt in his myſtical 


body. If each party duly conſider their own fin, that 
wil quickly abate their mutual diſdain — We need ne- 
ver expect a church on earth, in which every officer or 


member will be what they ought. [ct 


If one party be afraid that they wii 32 eure, 


or even oppoſed, and 20. management be chiefly in the | 


Hand of their opponents, if they unite with them,—they 


ought to conſider, That the contempt of themſelves is 
buta trifle, when compared with the diviſion of a church: 
that no party ought to expect full ſatisfaction in the 
- management; of matters in either church or ſtate; that 
| _ Nevertheleſs, the bad conſequences of diviſion are much 5 
wWorſe; and that they have a more active hand in them 
7 if they continue the diviſion, than in theſe i inconveni- 


ebces which are merely occaſioned by union. ee 
much may be done to prevent ſuch apprehended m 
management. All doubrful things ought to be ro 


| borne : and every thing calculated to give offence left 
unpractiſed. Whatever caunot be generally agreed in, 


may be referred to the conſideration of judicious and 


mere force of votes. Select perſons may be choſen to 
com poſe occaſional differences Alt union cannot be at. 


tained wh” 


— 


diiintereſted perſons acceptable to both parties. Deli- 

| cate matters may be kindly conferred upon. before they 
de judicially admitted into the ſupreme court. No- 
thing dubious or-eatangling ought to be carried by the 
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tian union among church members, many of Of the w 

| Fromrheir wint of due tove to Jeſus Chrift, and regard - "op 

to his honour ; FU —from their proud valuation of them- © * 
erz 


from their want of that beart- 5 


ſelves 
melting fellowſhip with Chriſt, which powerfully in- 
elines to. a tender love to bis church and people 
and from their little conſidering. the dreadful nature 


aud fruits of church diviſions, —and what they will 
think of them in deach and in the laſt judgment, when 
that chich they reckoned uo more that prudence 'or 
wholeſame ſeverity, will be exhibited by Chriſt, as au 
abominable defilement, or murderous reading of his 
body, and abuſe of his precious ſaints ;—a "= 
ignorance of that which the moſf tender 

Chriſtians in former ages have done, 19, prochre 2 
roltivite union i in the W eee en ä 
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